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*^ ERt it not ta emfvxer the cxpc^athn of readers^ 
mnd comply with the cuflom of writers^ the foHowing book 
might be ventured out to ike vmrid^ without either preface^ 
introdu/^iion^ or recommendation^ the ve^f title-page con* 
tuining enough tf entitle it tQ a careful, and. candid reading 
. and perufaL ., , 

The worth and credit of the au^or is ft^cien{ly.efiablifhed 

among fuch as have any tafte of piety or learning* 

, By tJie.hiJhory of his life^ which has.' met with very good 

acceptance^ it appears that he was a man ofGod^ one whopt 

. he had Jet apart for hwtfelf Uow diflinii and pointed was 

he in obferving the. Lord^s way and worky in bringing him 

. to himfslf! , And where can. we fee^a. brighter example^ 

^^ . in the fa latter days of the wovld^ of the humbling exerciffs 

^4 and. comfortable ^yoyment ofChriJJiansy than in tfie author ? 

^ How exciting xutd edifying is. ity to fe^ how clcfe he 

'^ walked with God in his fecret intercourfe with him^ in his 

^ dom^ic relations J and family devotion Sy in his public and 

I minifterial worhy and bis converfation before the worlds 

f7 fettiag the Lord always before liim, an^ acknowledging 

V , bim iQ all his .ways I 

^ May we. not then expeCi fomething very^ well worth oui- 

whiley in the.perfort^ancejof one of fuck a clxaraiier? One 

that had the content^of tlit book written upon his own hearty 

, kifar'e he preached them to fiis people^ and was a living and 

, lively witnifs and example of the frcat and grave truths 

'no7fj exhibited to public view. 

-> Hsrufemer little this part of his charader maty take with 

the mtdtitudiy yet thefe truly ferious^ who valued him while 

Jmaj^ and have an tumour Jer his memory when deady wiU<f 

it^.d^^y ta}L$,tkaf^x^to- fee hqru) the great purpofes in the 

io^ suere manajged.hy fuch an ^xceUent hands and the 

* brethren that were concerned in t/ie fui^li/hing of it^ can^ 

^v^lth^ A.goo4 dfiof^ jfaJjuKopQe^ /ay^.^ tha^ the enperiincef 

,fipio^ peru/ingy, viill anJwertAe expedations^ raifed^ of meet' 

.ing wii^ ti.fpiri^ pfferimfmfL and pieiy breathing in U^ 

' ^.Affr^fltdetfl <^^J^i^gfft^ ^Mj^iai^tAougnt^. and 

in 



IT PREFACE. -^ 

tn fome incident quejlions^ not uncurioM^ thert is Jiifficient 
evidence of his.penettati{nt Offd what may J^e very agreeable 
mnd taking to them whofet up for /omething abo^t what is 
vulgar. 

There is nothing in it^ mean^ cr unworthy of dgrave^judU 
eious^ and learned author : if any thing look that way^ it 
is where the necejfity of the mtntter^ and capacity of thofe 
he dealt mthy required it^ bccoii^ing all things to all ineif ; 
■ particularly when dedhng with children^ it was fit to do 
it as near their own terms as pojjihle i for to fuit matter 
to the defigns wc. kave^^ and tjo the conditions of thofe we 
deal with, is no argument of the want, but if the fhrength 
of judgment, ' 

He was excellently fitted and enriched with talents^ for 
c'tjery pofl Proridence called himtoj ha'ving filled and adorned 
the OcHor-s cbaiVj as Prefeffar of Divinity, as well as the 
pulpit, while paftor to a Chrifticm flock', * 

But though there had been lefs to fay for the author, the 
eontents of the book deferve a fair h taring, and a feriotts 
peril fal ; why ? itis thecKEKT Concern, it is not a trift^,, 
it is not an amufementi no, it it of the lajl confequence 
to us to know thefe things. Many lite unconeerned, and 
love to dofos it may be, the very tiih fliall be with fuCh 
an argunient againfl reading / there is little hope of fixing 
fuch fo long as to read the book, or fo deep as to do it ftri* 
cufly, and with due concern: and no wonder, when thofe fo 
indifferent abotit the great concerns of eternity, and theif. 
precious fouls, fuffer- the fcripure^ orach s to lie by them, 
without due, frequent, andferious inquiry into them* . * 

Here is prefented tv the 'ffiew of Chriftians, and thofe wto 
would indeed be fuch, what, by the hlsffliig of Cody fndy 
be very entertaining, fidifyjng, and ufeful, ' 

The firfi fruits of his labours, in the fermoh next after 

' his ordinafiot^, printed as an introdulHon to the book, fhetps 

how much his work was at, heart, and under %vhat Concern 

he was, to prepare the people for eiitertaining and im^rop-^ 

ing his mini fir J and mejfage,^ and^t'o approve hfmfeif to 6 odf 

in the difcharge and !^eii'jk'ry thereof.,' " ] \- ' ' " '-•^• 

♦ In the Fiffi Part, theftate of nature ts repr^ferHei ds^a 

ft ate ^ fin, mifery, and wrath; in the Htqfl punge)ti, '^i?A- 

tnr^ and conidncing terms imaginahU) phere the gtlilfy 

finner is^ clofHf ^urfued Mo^Mthe^ turns arid fkiges '^bf 
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t^^-Hni cmoMed nffin: in each and all tf them^ Jin ir 
reprefentid, as odious and abominabU^ as exceeding finfiih 
' It is laid dp^ in fuch piaffes y and ixriihfuch aggravations^ 
'tts it is hard to av9id th0 iTonviCHons of it-y but^where natural 
Jtardnefs U incrertfedj by the malignant influence ^ ef Satan^ 
tohofe great defign aniftrength lies in keeping' all in peace* 
'*' The divine rejentmenis againft fin^ iufafk and judgment^ 
^ip9n Jinnerst «^^ likevHfe Jet forth in fuch d manner^ as 
cannot eafily mifs to raife terror in the .cinfciehces of the 
''guilty: prefent kvrath in the direful efiefisof itj wTatk to 
come in the extent and extremity of it\ ari held- forth ih 
fuch' a lively manner^, as mufl kaife the gr^ttitude of th^Jt 
"^pptfy delivered from ity and bids very fai^ to alarm and 
awaken thofi yet under it\ to efcape and fiee for their 
^Hves, • ' 

Then^ upon fuppojition of tonviHion of fin and guilty in 
fhe Second Part^ the exercijes of the convinced Jmner are 
opened up ptoft diflin^ly and judicioujly^ in their nature^ 
rife, morhingSy and degrees^ and in fuch a feeling manner 
'as may eafily perfuade one^ that he has^ in this mattef^ 
'copied over his own experience : and it is fome degree of 
ffttisfoHion to one in this condition^ to have one going be*- 
fore themy and to think thai their guide has trodden the fame 
-pttth, ■ 

With what tendernefs and compaffion doth he touch the 
vafes of the diflrejfed! while yety with fait hfulnefs andfree* 
'domy he opens up themtflakes and deceits ^ both in the work" 
ings xtnd ijftte of convi^ionty approving himfelf an inter- 
preter, one among a thoufand. Thoje who by the Spirit 
are convinced offiny will know how to put a value upon'a 
piece Jo fuitable to their cafe ; and thofa awakened. and con* 
' vine ed are, led, by a Jkilful handy to the centre of reft for 
^'^eoHed foulsy by the way offaithy and believing in the Lord 
^^yejus Chrifiy whichgives occafivnfor opening up the myftery 
yf^Jbtthy in it s - nature ^ off Sy and properties y concommttants^ - 
"" and-confequtiicesy which "will be found very ufeful for irt* 
\f Arming the lefs^nttafirtg^ confttnHng the weaky arid comfort* 
.ing^.thefirongbelievzr, , ' \ ' 
•* ' And'^f^t can be of \r eat it importance for us to know 
yhanthe okl^ 'way (f efc aping wrath to comey and Being 
"delivertdfrom the.curfeand condemnation of the lawy of 
Hing united ie Chrifiy drtd being foUrtd in hftn^ upon which 

he 
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i(e b9£omer 9ar r^httoufnafi^ emd ftrengtkf-'wAcribf v^e^^ifif 
emitUd tc the great fai'ouiiifn? . .1? 

Of m^ck faivation the oMthar treats ax the gr&e^teiu 
^at^r^-emsnt rfMievingiond tbUis theon&thfngnecejjiiry^ 
for^ W\l^at is 9^ man ^lofii^^ if h^g&ln th£ whole woridf 
and lofe hift awn foul ? ThisfalvaUonU fet forth in fcri^, 
UurwUght^ a^pdunted for M its parts and properties^ at a 
g0od length:. 4nd as this is af thelafl confequence to allj fe^ 
Jt msjji he the delight (f^ thofe that /umf it at heart. , 

, J(f thou ^asfrt €onvtfife4 and awakemdy^and hrsugbt to et 
fienoem af^t j^itpath/t^. if brought to th^.jailor^s cafe^ thoif 
^nuit^hecom^sth^ help' here offered^ und readily attend t^ the 
yfixifiver vf the,'pipoJlle to his quefion : .fy( what eon be fnev^ 
tr^er atui foment to the cafe ef Juchj than the tm^ 
way to efca'pe the mij'ery of a natural ft ate ^ and attaip! 
the felicity of a gracious one? Thefe^ as. they will not 
fpare^ fo they will not f-epettt^ the pains of reading theff 
ftieetj^ • ^ 

Such as are by grace engaged to believe in the Lord Jefut 
Chrifty and are a people fa'oed of the Lard, will hagfe it ^ 
hearty what to^do far God 9 they_ will fet thewfehes^ in th^ 
flrtngth of gr^icef to all the duties of. religion^ whereb^ 
God may be glorified, and their faith juftified^Mni their b^* 
gun fal vat ion promoted : all which good defigns are anfuMPtd 
MkfkeThir^Part of thebooK ' . - 

And this gifves «* account of perfonal religi^ziy of the fer^ 

%i£.e of G43d^ how we n^uft enter inta it^ ajid,perfcvere ijft 

if; and'^ht^t m^^eu/efulp^ece af kmiwf^^M there^ than 

.hiaurwe ffiayi do^fervice ta^ and keep up our commuttio^ 

.with G/fd^ Here ot^firft traj^fa^iions and a^ter W4m.arfi 

JpQintedly andpun^ dire^d» 

Here u^o famly^feligioit is opened initifartt^ thefoisuda* 
tiens of.kfijced$ aud the bra^ice tf it enforoti.'vsitb povi^ 
erful argument^f and, fuitahle dire^ia/t-s for peoples nuHkiffg 
/« theis: hostfe^ apd the ppofter duties of thefeifiieral reiati^et 
[in a fdmy ; luJkich^ if dul^\ ohferuxd^ fWQtJd tuai kouJesi/He 
ch^rxbes-i ^hd thie it very nec^ar^ fmhejiJ^aml^e?Mie^ ie 
declinitjg% and like to ijdear out» 

.. Apwflk r^giuLXBmes^alfo ,wiier l:o^^doTaJJm^JtLthil'Fart^ 
6r a psMicfpiriti nxshence the thing it ucfimm$ndfi» -andj^ 
catuianed wib gr^^ ^ifdamatid juigmint^ ie.,frje9fetstpeopU^i 
fi^ijt^ 9ul<if^irj^efe^ and iegeftdtbeititU^* - • . 



PREFACE. vit 

The ordery fuhordinatioHf and mutual dependencies and tela* 
thns of perfonaU domefticy and public religion^ are nicely Jiatedy 
and judicioujly di/coveredy and proper ca'veatt entered againft 
beginning at the ivrong endt as fefdom mijjing to tna tither in. 
apofiacy or diuifion : ivhich cannot he but 'very ujeful in tht 
present jun^urci njohen di'uijionsjo much abound y and dividing 
inclinations are fo much aloft. , 

In a iv§rd^ there is no part of the hook but ivhat is of high 
importance and great ufefulnefs ; ivhichy joined luith the ejiah* 
tified charaHer and reputation of the author^ intitles it to a kind 
reception^ and due perufal. 

As thefe naere the main prompters of the publifhing the bookf 
foihey may he reckoned fufficient arguments for a careful reading 
and improvement of ity nenv fwhen publijhed^ 

It comes out *witb very little alteration^ even as to voordsy as 
they flood in the manufcripty partly becaufe it did not much need 
it% and partly out of veneration for the author y vfhofe pulpit 
fiill anaftyle 'was fo generally acceptable ; yet it is not to be 
/uppdfedi but if it had received a finijhing ftroke from his onvn 
bandy for the prefsy it might have appeared more beautiful ; 
ihough even under this ivanty it vjifl be foundy that neither 
method nor fly ti is dljagreeahley though popular y and jiifl at 
prepared and Helivered to bis people. 

May all that bwve encouraged the defign of publifhing the 
hooky meet nuitb the double renuard of edification to their ovou 
fauisy and feeing it do much good to others* We live in a time 
*Men all hilps and advantages need to be improvedy for 
etwaket^g fecure finnefsy and bringing them under foul- uptaking 
inquiries about fahvationy and ftirring up Chriflians to the 
tikvverfal fra&ice; of piety and godlinefs* And as the book 
has a plain tendency to tbefe endfy go on and read ity and digeft 
etnd apply ity begging that God may effeffually bleft and pro/per 
it i9 tbofc go9d tndtfor nnbiih it is defignedm 
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INTRODUCTORY SERMON. 



Afts X. 29. — Tajk therefore for what intent ye have fent 

for me ? 

WAVING the formality of an Introduaion, I fliall 
lay bcfare you a few remarks for clearing the oc- 
cafion of the apoflle'i ufing this queflfon^ and the reafoii 
why we made choice of this text at this time, for the fub- 
jed of this difcourfe. And, 

1. This chapter contains a large and p^mil^r account 
of one Cornelius, a Roman centurion, oi* captsttt of an hun- 
dred foidiers, his converfion to Chridianity. 

2. Cornelius, though by birth a Roman, wasof thejew- 
ifh religion, a profelyte* Thofe who, of other nations, em- 
braced the true religion, affociating themfelvcs to the 
Jews, were called profelytes ; and they were cither fuch 
«s joined with the Jews in the whole rites of their religion^ 
being circnmcired as were the Jews, or fuch as adhered 
to the fiib{lantia]s of their ^religion, but remained uncir- 
cumcifed. The former fort were called profelytes of right- 
eoufnefs, or of the covenant; the latter, profelytes of the 
gate. Interpreters feem to agree that Cornelius was a 
profelyte of the gate, one who owned the fubflance of rf* 
ligton, but remained uncircumcifed, and did not join in 
the whole of their worflitp. 

3. This captain was a true conviert before this difco- 
very of the gofpel came to him by the apoflle : he was 
accepted of God, and therefore was not to be accounted 
unclean. Now, none fave thofe who are converted can be 
accepted; far ^* they that are in the flelli caunot pleafe 

B * God ; 



14 AN INTRODUCTORY SERMON. 

God ; and without faith it is impolTiblc ta pUafe him j for 
he that comes to him muft believe that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently fcek him,*' Htb. xi, 6. Wherefore, 

4. He^ no doubt, leaned upon the prouiifed Meiliah, Je« 
fiis Chrifl, for his acceptance with God ; fince '^ none can 
come to the Father but by him," who is ^^ the way, the 
truth, and the life,*' and who Only can guide (inncra in 
their approaches to God. 

5. God being a rewarder of foch as diligently feek bini, 
did reward this man's faith and obedience with the gofjJcU 
r<;velation of his Son Jefus Chrift ; whence he came toun«> 
devftand, that the Melliah he looked for was already come. 
His prayers and alms-deeds are faid to come ug for a me- 
morial before God ; not as if there had been any thing of 
merit in what was done or attained to, but to encourage 
others, and to difcovcr the riches of God's bounty, in re* 
warding freely, according to hie rich grace, the diligent 
improvement of light, with greater degrees of light and 
life ; and this reward is n;>t of debt) but of rich and fove- 
reign grace, 

6. This faint, waiting for the confolation of Ifrael, has 
a vifion from God^ bidding him fend for the apoftle Peter ; 
whence we may learn, that God has a great refpedt for his 
own inflitutions.' The gofpel-miniftry is of divine appoint- 
ment J and therefore the Lord refers Cornelius tD it, though 
it had been no lefs eafy to have difcovered Chrifl to him in 
the vifion# 

7. Peter has a vifion to the fame purpofe, removing fuch 
objcdlions as might make him fcruple : whence we may re- 
mark, that when the Lord defigns goo4 to a people, by a 
minifler, he gives both, the people clearnefs to call, and 
the minifter clearnefs to come ; though not in fuch an ex- 
traordinary manner as this here made ufe of, 

8. When the apoftle, incompliance with Cornelius's 
call, and God's call, or rather the Lord's joining in the 
fame call with him, comes to the place where he was, the 
firft queftion he puts to him is that which we have read to 
yon : I ajk therefore for what intent ye have fent for me P 
and this he doth, noiwithftanding he had got fome account 
of this from the fervants who were fent for him by Cor- 
nelius. 

The words arc hi themfelves plain j and therefore we 

ihall 
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{liall not ofFer any explication of tliim, b«t lay before you 
this do£lrine, which is palpably contained in them. 

DocT.— ** A faithful gofp^^l-minifter, coming amonfif a 
•people upon their call, will bs very defirous to know 
what their dcfigns in calling him were." I ajk therefore 
for what intent ye have fent for me ? 

In difconrfing this point, W3 (hall enquire, 

I. What defigns a people ibould have in cilliiig a gofpeL 
minifler. 

II. What way they fliould evidence thcfe to be their de- 
iigns. 

III. Make fome inquiry into the rcafons of the do^rine. 
An<i, laftly, Apply the whole. 

I. To begin with the firft of thefc, The defigns a people 
fliould have in callin^r a gofpel-minifler .•—they are many. W«j 
Ihall endeavour to reduce tiiem to a few. And, * 

!• A people fhould, In calling a gofpel-minifter, defign 
to hear from him the whole counfel of God^ in reference to 
their eternal falvalion. This is the great bufmefs of" f;or- 
pcUminifters, to declare the whole counfel of God to thefe 
to whom they come, to keep nothing back from them that 
may be of ufe to them. So their comniilfion runs, Matth. 
xxviii. 19, 20. *' Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptifnig them in the name of the Father, and of the Sen, 
and of th« Holy Ghoft ^ teaching them to obferve-ail 
things whatfoeverl have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always even unto the end of the world. Amen,'* 
Aiid the great ap6(lle of the Gentiles in that famous fare- 
well (ermon of his to the church of Ephcfus, which we 
have recorded, Afls xx. from vcr. 17. and downward, ap- 
peals to the confcience of that ptople as to his faithfulnefs 
in fulfilling his commiflion in declaring to them xht whole 
counfel of God^ ver. 27. And in keeping back nothing that 
could be profitable to them, ver, 20. Whoever would 
approve himfelf a faithful gofpel-miniller, muft take care 
faithfully to difcover to his hearers their lofl and undone 
flate by nature ; that they are all become g>iilty before 
God ; and that there is no other way of their obtaining 
accefs to him but through Jcfus Chriil} who is made of God 
to them who beheve** wifdom, rightcoufDefsj fan^lification, 

and 
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and redemption." To thefe two doth the apoflle refer the 
whole of that counfel of Cod^ he ihunned not to declare to 
the Ephcfians, in that fore.clted fcripture, A£ts xx. 21. He 
teftified to all perfons, Jews and Greeks, repentance to- 
wards Gid, (/. €, that they were guilty of fuch cfFences 
agatnft God, as called for deep humiliation,) and faith to- 
wards our Lord Jefus Chrifl; that id, that there was no 
way of efcaping the wrath of God, but that of clofing with 
Chrift by faith. This is the matter of the gofpel : and 
Chrift's fervants are to make it their bofinefs faithfully 
to unfold the mind of God in reference to thcfe two, man's 
ftate by nature, and what he may by grace be advanced to. 
This is called, i Tim. v. ly* a ^^ labouring in the word 
and do£trin«r/' 

This preaching of the gofpel takes in three things. 
1. A full (jropofal of the do^rine juft now mentioned. 
iV^iiiiflers mufl, without mincing the matter, plainly dif* 
cover ti men their ioil (late, and the impoflibility of re* 
covery any other way, than by the gofpeUmethod, through 
Jcfus Chrift, Ads xx. zi. 2. They muft difcover thcfe 
things, not as their private fentiments, built upon fome 
rational conciufions of |heir own drawing and framing, 
but as the word of Gdd. It is the word of God they are 
to propofe, and not their own private opinions ; and it is 
the word of God hearers are to receive from thj;m, i Thefl*. 
ii. 13. " For this caufe alfo thank l^^e God," faith the 
apoftle, ** without ceafing, becaufe wlien ye received the 
word of God, whicji ye heard of us., ye received it not as 
the word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of God, 
which cffeftually worketh alfo in you that believe." 
3. This prcachinj» of the word takes in not only a propofal 
of the word of God, but an authoritative declaration of it 
hv virtue of a commiflion derived from God. *' Thcl« 
things fpeak and exhort, and reb£ike with all authority," 
Tit. ii. ij. The word, in the fir ft language, may be rtn-^ 
dtrcd command J with all co]inmai>id. Minifttrs are clothed 
with authority from God ; and in his name, by virtue 
of a commillion received from him, they are to preach 
the gofpel^ and to fpeak the coonfel of God, as being his 
iMouili to the people, i Pet. iv. U.. This is the princi- 
pal part of the miiiiller's work ; and therefore to hear the 
word of God from them in this'manner fliould be the great 

defign 
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defign of thefe who call a gofpel-minifler, that they 
hear from them as the mouth of God, what by nature 
arci and what through the grace of God in Chrift 
they may be. But now^ 

2. When a people call, a gofpeUmiaifter, they flioul 
fign the regular and orderly^ performance of the wo 
of God. Thia worfhip of God, as it is contradiAingu: 
from the doSrine of the gofpel, of which under the fot 
headf confifts principally in the adminid ration of th 
craments and prayer; public prayer^ I mian^ under w 
PRAISES are compreheudedy as belonging to, and 
ways to be joined with it, according to our blefTed Lo 
appointment in that form^ commonly called the Lt 
Prayer^ which concludes with thankfgiving. In A€ii 
42. we have an account of the public worfhip of the chui 
which confids in preachiag, there expreiTed by dodri 
and breaking of bread, that is, adminiflering the fac 
ment of the Lord's fupper, and prayers and praifes. ^^ / 
they," faith the Spirit of God fpcaking of the chur 
^^ continued in the apoftles dodlrine and fellowihip, a 
in breaking of bread, and in prayers;" and, ver. i. 
^^ praifmg God." The celebration of the facraroents, pi 
lie prayers and praifes, are divine inflitutions for the i\ 
vatlon and edification of the church, which cannot begoi 
about, or orderly performed, without a gofpel-miniflr 
who only have commifljon to celebrate the facranients, at 
to be the mouth of the people to God in their public afTer 
blies, being furniilied with fpiritual gifts for the wor 
Matth. xxviti. 19. i Cor. xi« 23. and xiv. i6. A\ 
therefore, when a people call a gofpel-minifter, thi 
ihould have this in view, as one great deftgn, that ther 
by they may have the gofpel*worfliip celebrated amoi 
them In all its parts, according to Chrid's tnditution, 1 
their fpiritual advantage and his glory. 

3, They ihould call a gofpel-minifter to rule over the? 
This is one part of the minifter's work, to rule over h 
fiock, I Tim* v. 17. ^' Let the elders that rule well, 
counted worthy of double honour, efpecially they who 1 
bour in the word and dofSrine." This fuperiorlty whi 
gofpel-minifters have, is not a lordly dominion over « 
ther the perfons or faith of the Hock. No, any thing 
ilij& fort thftt ever crept into the churchy bad lu r 
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from the fubtiUy of Satan, who envied its peace; and Is 
direflly oppofite to the gofpe), which forbids lordly do- 
minioHf the gofpel-niinillrr's authority being given only 
for ** edification, and not for dcftruction," as the apoftle 
has it, 2 Cor. x. 8. And it coufids, i. In an authoritative 
♦-nforcement of the laws of Chrift's houfe. 2. In a min- 
hlerial enforcement of them, by an offer of the gof- 
pei-privi leges as the rewards of obedience. And, 3. in 
a power la inflid^ according to Chrift'8 appointment, the 
gofpel-punilhments upon thedifobedicntj thehigheft where- 
of is excommunication, whereby the difobedient are '* de- 
livered over to Satan, for the deOru<^ion of the fleUi, 
that the fpirit may be faved in the day of the Lord jefus," 
as the apoftle has it, i Cor. v. /j« And to one of thefe 
three ends might all be redaced^ according to the copi^ 
mon diftin^lion of gofpeUordinances, tn doSrine^ worfhip^ 
and government. Bui that you may the better underftand 
this matter, we (hall name fome more particular defigns : 
and therefore we fay, 

4. A people in calling a gofpel.minifter, (honid defign 
the clofing of a bargaifiy and making a match with Chrijl 
upon his own terms. It is the work and bufinefs they are 
fcnt out for, to efpoufe Tinners to Chrift, 2 Cor. ii 2. to 
wbo a bride for the Lamb. They have a commilFion, as 
Abraham's ferrant had, to go and feek a wife for their 
Mifler's Son ; and thofe who call them (hould do it in or- 
der to the conclujion of this happy match ; that from them 
they may hcaf the terms whereon they are to be admitted 
into this near relation, the advantages that fliall accrue to 
them by it, the inconveniences they will run themfclvcs 
into by a refufal, and the warrant they have to pnter in- 
to fo high and honourable a relation. 

5. They (honld defign their 9wn furtherance in acquaint- 
ance with Chrifl, They fliould ^* as new born babes de- 
/ire the fincere milk of the word, that they may grow 
thereby," 1 Pet, ii. 2. that thy may be furthered in 
their joy and faith, ** growing in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jefus Chrift.'* 

-^6. They fhould defign their own ejlahlijhment in the 
ways ofGod^ that they may not be '* tofTed lo'and fro with 
every wind of doflrine," but that ** being rooted and 
grounded in the faith, they may grow up in all things to 
him who is the head and Saviour of the body.^' Th'^ 
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This isexprefsly declared to be the defign of the niin;!- 
try, Eph. iv. 11. The apoftle, havinj^ fpoken of Chrifl'a 
exaltation, and his having received gifts for men, tells us 
of him, in this verfe and the following, *' That he gave 
fome apoftles, fome prophets, and fome evangelills, and 
fome pallors and teachers, for the perfedting of the faints, 
for the work of the miniftry, foY the edifying of the body 
of Chrift ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfed man, 
unto the meafure of tlie fbature of t!ie fnhiefs of Chrid ; 
that we henceforth b# no more children toffed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of do£lriuc, by the 
Height of men, and cunning craftinefs whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive," &c. And to the fame purpofe fpeaks the 
Spirit of God frequently elfewhere, of I he defign of the 
miniftry. Paul, in Kom. i. 11. exprefTeth his earneft de- 
fire to fee them, and to '* impart fome fpiritnal gift" unto 
them, to theend "• they may beellablifiicd." Thefe who 
are already engaged in God's ways ihould defign their own 
eilabliOiment in them in their calling; a gofpei-minifler. 

7. They llionld defign their own dircdion through all the 
difficulties of rdigion. The LordS people have many dark 
(leps in their Way ; fometimcs they are under temptation, 
and know n^t how to carry ; fometimes they are engaged 
in a clofeiight with their advcrfarics, and know not how to 
wield their fpiritual armour to advantage 1 fometimcs they 
are out of the way, and know not how to get into it Again r 
and therefore they need fome to guide them into the mean- 
ing of God's word; for how can they underftand, unlcfs 
they be taught, Afts viii. 31. *' How can 1 un3erftand," 
fays the Ethiopian eunuch, *' unlefs fome man fliould guide 
nie:" and who fliould guide them but thofe who are guides 
by qffiy, as the word may be rendered, Heb. xiii. 8. " Con. 
fidcr them who have the rule over you," or who are your 
guides. This, as the end of a gofpel-mini/lry, is promifed 
in Ifa. XXX. 20, 21. ** And though the Lord give yon the 
bread of adverfity, «nd the water of alflidlion, yet fliall not 
thy teachers be removed into corners any more, but thine 
eyes fhall fte thy teachers : And thine ears Hiall hear a 
voice behirrd thee, faying. This is the way, walk ye in it^ 
when ye turn to the'right hand, and when ye turn to the 
left." It is impailible we fhould condefcend on all the 

particular 
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particular intentions or ends a people flio'u Id propofe to/ 
themftlves in calling a gofpel-niinifter ; and therefore we 
fhall conclude all this in one, which is fure to comprehend 
t^em, 

8. They fl:Dnldfeek to have one who may anfwer in fome 
meafure Timothy'' s ch'irac'ier^ with rcfpeft lo the church of 
the PiiiUppians, Phil, ii, 20. one who may naturally take 
care ofthem.^ that is, one who mav, out of love to their 
fouls, affeftionately^ prudently^ cflr^/«//y, and with impar- 
tial boldnefsj open and apply the word, difpeiifc; the facra- 
nienis, and adminifter dilcipline, for the indrudtion of the 
ignorant, ftrcngihening the weak, comforting the difcon- 
folate, afFef^^iig the impenitent, reproving the faulty, rc» 
covering wanderers, dire<5^ing and helping forward thofc 
who doubt and halt ; that he may both fave himfeif and 
them, to thepraife and glory of God*s grace. We fliall not 
inilfl upon each of thefe particulars, which would require 
not one or two, but many fermons, which fuits not our 
prefent defign. We (hall therefore proceed, in the 

Second place, to inquire. How a people Jhould make it 
appear that they were afting upon thofe dejigns in their cal* 
ling a gojpil^winifter. This inquiry might be underftood, 
cither to refped their own fatisfadion, or the fatisfaftion 
of the world, or of the minister himfeif as to this matter ; 
but time not allowing us to be io particular, we fliall hold 
the inquiry in the general ;^and in anfwer to it we fay, 

1. A people lliould difcover their dcfigns to be Inch as 
we have mentiontd, by a punfiual attendance upon all the 
ordinances^ to be by him difpenfed in public or private* 
Thus we fee it was with Cornelius ; he not only waited on 
himfeif, but he called together thofe on whom he had any 
influence. *^ And Cornelius waited for them, and had 
called together his kinfmen and near friends/' A&9 x* 24. 
Thofe who will not give attendance to the public difpen?- 
Tation of the word, and the private inftrufiions, cither 
family or perfonal, but withdraw, we cannot think thefe 
perfons had the right end before them in calling a gofpeU 
minifter: fnrely, had they been right in their aims, they 
would have been ready to fay with Cornelius, ** We are 
all here prefent," &c. 

2. They fhould not only prefent their bodies upon fuch 
eccaiions, but they iliould Ji/i them/elv€s as in, Qgd'sftght^ 
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to hear all things whatever are commanded of God by his 
fervaiits, ** We are all here prcfent," fays Cornelius to 
Peter, ^^ to hear all things that are cemniandecl thee of 
God," A£ls X. 33« To give attendance to the ordinancesi 
either niore public or private, on any other defign than 
this, is to *' offer thefacrifice of fools ;*' coutrary to that 
injiiuiVton of the wife man, EccI, v. i. ** Keep thy foot 
when thou goeil to the honfe of GoA^ and be more ready 
to hear, than to give the facrificc of fools." When we 
come to God's ordinances, we muft come to hear what be 
fpeaks to us. 

3. They fhould evidence the honcfty of thtir defignff 
by obeying the word which they hear at his mouth 5 they 
fliould comply with all the commands^of Gcd, and fay to 
their minifter, as the people of Ifrael faid to Mofes, Deiit. 
V. 27. ^^ Go thou near, and hear all that the LoVd our 
God lliall fay, and fpeak thou unto us all that the Lord 

-our God fliall fpcak unto ^ee, and we Will hear it and do 
Jt.". For, as the ajpipftie James weli 'Obferves, >^ It is not 
the hearer of the wordv but the doer who is blei^d of 
God," James i. 25. As we mull hear and do, foour at- 
tenc^ucfi mull not beJlmited, birt our ear muA: be opened 
to reproofs, and the nioft terribly denunciations of* wrath 
from God, as well as ro the fvvcei promifes and charming 
difcovcries of the glojy of Chrifl, the' beauties of religion, 
the fiirpriCrig happincfs.of the faints in heaven ; and there 
muft not only be obedience to thefe commands, which may 
bring in honour, external gain, and pleafure, by our com- 
pliance, but ihefe alfo mufl be obeyed, "Which may bring 
us under the lafli of wicked men's tongues, and expofc us 
to reproach, hazard, and ignominy, in the world* All 
things whatfoeDer are commanded of God m\\^ be pun^ually 
obevcd without relcrve. 

4. There muft be sl fubmitting to all the ordinances of 
God* Both this obedience ard (ubmiOion you will find 
fpokcn of, Heb. xiii. 17. " Obey them that have the 
rule over you,and fnbmit yourleWcs, for they watch for 
your fouls, as thofc who muft give an account, that they 
may do it with joy,' and not with grief: for this is unpro- 
fitable for you.'* The word rendered obeyf fignities pro. 
perly a believing upon perfuafion, and rcfpciHs our belief 
of the truths' propofed by them, and a c©mpUan<J« with 
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our duty that way ; and, on the other hand, this fubinil^ 
fjon has a refi eft to the power they "have over their people 
for edification, and not for dedrudlion; that is, that au- 
thority they have for admoniihing, reproving, rebuking^ 
and cenfuriiig offenders ; and by a lubmiflion to them in the 
difpenfation of thefe ordinances of Chrift, reproof and cen* 
fur.e, I mean, they are to evidence to all the uprightnefs 
and Chriftian fincerity of their dcflgns. « 

5. They are to evidence their dcfigns to be jufti4iablr, 
by a careful diligence in applying to their minifler upon all 
occafions ; when they are under difficulties, when tliey arc 
in the dark as to duty, when they have to do with cor- 
ruptions which ibey cannot get maftered, when nnder the 
Lord's hand, and fa of all ether exigencies of the like na- 
tare. For as the '' pritfl*i lips fhould preferve or keep 
knowledge, fo the people iliould adc the law at hrs mouthy 
for he is the meffenger of the Lord ot holl:," Mai. ii. 7. 
And thefe who are ficJc, are bid ^^ fend tor the elders or 
njiniftcrs of the church to pray over them," James v. X4» 
Thofe who hare the advantage of a goipel-minifter, are 
indifpenfibly obliged to acquaint him with the flatc of 
their fouls, when there- is any tbltig peculiar in it, and 
when they arc reduced to any ftrait or extremity. And 
that, I. Becaufe Gcd has laid it open to them as a duty, 
in that fore-cited Mai. ii. 7. " The people fliould alk 
the law at hJs mouth." 2. BecaQfe otherwife he will be 
at a lofs in his bringing meH'ages to yon, if he miflake 
your cafe, or be unacquainted with it; how can he direct 
you, if he undcrftand not your {late and condition? Tbe 
Lord gives no immediate revelation now, we have no war. 
rant to cxpe^ any fcch thing ; and therefore the way 
wherein minifters ordinarily come to underftand their 
people's condition is by thcrafelves, who upon this 
ground are called to have recourfe to their minifters. 
3. They flaouU! acquaint their minifters with their circum- 
ilanccs, becaufe they are the people's mouth to God? and 
if they be not acquainted with the circumftances and con- 
ditions of the flock, how Ihall they, according to their du- 
ty, hold np the cafe of their people to God, as they are 
indifpenfibly obliged to do, and that both in public, in fe- 
cret, and in private. 

6. Ouce more, and we have done: A people may and 
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ihould proTC their intentions honeft, by a diligent appli* 
nation to their oum proper work and btiftnefs^ with rcfpe^l 
to his furtherance in ihefc great defigns. Every member 
of the congregation HiouM be helpful to him, in contri- 
buting their utraoft affiftance to him in liis work* A 
niinifler may fpend '* his flrength in vain," if cldtrs in 
in their place, maftcrsof families in theirs, and every par- 
ticntar perlon in his ftation, do not join, by prayer and 
I otherwife, inaffifling their minifters. Then do men appear 
ftncere in their defigns, for the glory of God, and their own 
falvation, when every one pnts to i>is hand to the work, 
and endeavours the removal of v.^hat may retard and ob- 
drxxQi Its progrefs and fuccefs ; and likewife ftiidics by all 
means to ftrcngthen the minifter's hands, that he may not 
be difcouraged, diverted, or taken off from his work. In 
iine, rhcn do a people appear fingle in their aims, when 
their words, their hearts, their hands go one way, and 
all they do is levelled at the ends mentioned, the glory of 
God, in the converfion, edification, and falvation of fouh. 
I proceed now, 

Thirdly, To inquire into the reafons of the dodrlne^ 
why a faithful gofpel-minifter coming amongft a people, 
will be careful to underftand their deiign or intent in cal- 
ling him. And, 

. 1. This will be the deCre of a gofpel-roiniflcri be- 
canfcamiftake in this matter will be of very dangerons 
confcquence to the people. That people may be influenced 
by wrong and finiflrous ends and motives in this matter^ 
is beyocd all perad venture. They may defign the ** gra- 
tification of 'their itching cars'* by the preacher's gifts, as 
the prophet Ezekiel's hearers did ; they rray feek thegofpcl- 
ordinances for z. charm as it were, that they may fit down 
and reft upon tliem, as many people do, like tbofe with 
whom the prophet Jcrem.iah had to do, who faid, ** The 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are thefe." 
Or they may defign xMt flrengthening of f anions and parties^ 
or to get occafion to mock^ as many do now in our days, 
Thefe and the like Cniflrous defigns may a people go upon ; 
and there can \ft nothing more prejudicial to a people than 
to be under the ifffluence of fuch intentions ; fince, paft 
all peradventure, God will not fit with fuch an affront as 
is done him by this means;, when the ordinance of the min- 
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flry, wbich he defigncd for the gocd of fouls, and liU 
glory, is proftitutcd, and niadc fubfcrricnt to quite dirfer- 
cnt, nay, oppofitc dcfigns; and furcly a faithful gofptl- 
miriftcr, who will have a tender regard to the falvaticn 
of his people, cannot chufe but be folicitous to undcrftand 
that they are not in fo dangerous a miftake. 

2. The knowledge gf this will be of great ufc to clear 
h^s calL It is a great evidence, that God defigns good to 
a people when they call a gofpel.nrinJfter upon fuch de- 
iigns ; aui cannot but go a great length towards hisfatis* 
fadion as to Gcd's calling him to work among them, in 
order to the compaffing the great dcHgns of his luiniflry. 
When Peter got the account before fpoken of from Cor- 
nelius^ he IS further confirmed as to the hand of God in 
his coming to him, in compliance with his defire. 

3. If upon inquiry they be found to be fuch as we hav« 
mentioned, it- will be a great comfort to him, ixi grap" 
pling with the difficultiet he may meet with in the difcharge 
of his duty* It will give a great deal of fatisfadion to 
him, to know that thofe for whofe fakes he runs thofe 
hazards, and grapples with thefe difHculties, have the f<ime 
aims, and are joining in the fame defign with him. In 
fine, the right management of his whole work depends very 
much upon this knowledge of his people's intentions ; 
and therefore it is no wonder he be inquifitive into them, 
iince by his acquaintance with thefe he may be capacitated 
to further both his own and their falvacions. 

We might, for improvement of this point, difcourfe to you 
at length of theneceflity of a gofpel-minifler's inquiring* 
into hi^own defigns in undertaking the charge of a people. 
The arguments made ufe of to difrover the reafonablenefs 
of inquiring after the people^s defigns, conclude no lefs 
ftrongly with rcfpcdt to theminifler's. We might likewife 
difcourfe to you of the way how he 11 to manifcfl the in- 
tegrity and fincerity of his aims ; but time will not allow 
us to enter upon thefe things, and you heard the minlfler's 
duty fo fully and largely difcourfed of within thefe few 
days, viz. at the ordination, that we judge it needlefs to 
enter wpon that fubjefi ; and therefore all the improve- 
ment we defign, oi what has been faid, ihall be difpatched 
in a lliort addrefs to you of this congregation. 

You have called me to labour among you in the work of 
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the gofpel ; upon yoiir call I have c^iie ; I afk therefore 
ta what intent fent ye forme ? What did ye defign in this 
matter? Wts it to hear what God has to lay to you, that 
God's worftiip may be ordered according to his own ap- 
pointment, that you may be brought to acquaintance 
withChrift, or that you may be cftabiiflied in his wa; s ? 
Were thefe and the like the defigns you had in view ? 
Were thefe the motives that inflnenced you ? If you narrow- 
ly look into your own heart, and make an impartial inquiry, 
you may readily come lo undcrftand what your aims have 
been ; and for your help, 1 would only, in God*s nanit, ^ 
pofe your confciences with a qoeftion or two, that may 
be of ufc. I. Dare you, without heart-condemning, as 
in the fight of God, fay, that in calling a minifter you 
had re|[pe£t to the command ©f God ? Was it duty that 
moved you, or did cuftom and your own eafe, influence 
you? 2. Dare you hold upygor faces and fay, that it was 
a tafte of God's goodnefsin ordinances, that made you de- 
fire them, that you might grow tVicreby } 3. Did this dc- 
fire lead you much to the throne of grace to pray 'for a 
rainiiler^ that God might fend you one ** according to 
hh own heart, that might feed you with knowledge and 
undcrftanding?" 4» When you faw any profpefl of the 
return of your prayers, as to a gofpel-miniflry, were you 
careful to plead that the blefling mi^ht come along ? 

What fay ye to thefe things ? Give God, give con- 
' fcience juftice ; let confciencc fpeak fr«cly, and tell whether 
things be fo or not» They roilft either own, tiiat there was 
not a. regard to the command, that there was not a defire 
after the fincere milk of the word, occafioned by a tafte of 
the Lord's goodnefs, that there was not that ferious ap- 
plication to God by prayer, either for a minifter, or for 
the bleffing of the ordinance ; or that there was ; and this 
will caft you all into two clafies. i/?, Thefe who have not 
been fo employed in this matter, and confequently have not 
been ading for right ends. And, z^/y, Thofe who have 
been buiied in duty,, in the way juft now mentioned* To 
each of thefe a word, And, 

I/?, As for you who have not had a regard to your du- 
ty in this matter, who have not been wreftling with God 
in prayer, that God might fend you a minifter, with the 
folnefs of the^WeiBhg of the gofpe1| to you wc fay, 
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I'. Your dcfigns are not inch as God will approFC of. 
Had they been fuch as we meationed in the former part of 
thii diicourfe^ then furely ihcy would have led you to 
€arneft w re filing with God, for bit diredion, who only 
can point to one th.it is mret to anfwer thofe blcffedends. 

2. You are guilty of horrible wickednefs. You have 
comniilted a great provocation^ in calling a minifler up- 
on any other defign. God defigned them for the ends for- 
merly mentioned, and no other; and your calling them 
upon otlier aims, is an endeavour to counterad God^ prof- 
titute his ordinance, and ferve your lulls of that which 
God dtffigned for his own glory. 

3. Whatever good others may get by the gofpel, you 
have fjo reafon to look for any. God may anfwer you ac- 
cording to the idols of your own hearts : and when he 
fatiafies the foul of the hungry with good things, he may 
lend lesnnefs to you. When he gives a commiilion to the 
word to enlighten, convert, confirm, and flrengthen o- 
tbers, you have reafon to ^car that it may have a commif- 
llon to make you blind, deaf, and dead. 

4. Rftpent therefore of this your wickednefs, and pray 
God, if perhaps the thoughts of your heart max be for- 
given you; lie in the dufl before God; endeavour to get 
your hearts affected with your guilt, that you may be deep- 
ly humbled and abafed before hiro whom you have provoked 
10 anger. 

5. Bring forth fruits meet for repftitance. Let us know 
by your ca^jpiage that you are really penitent, and that 
now you have got the right defigns in view ; and this you 
may do by a clofe attendance upon all the ordinances, by 
hesrjng and doing whatever is enjoined you of God, and 
by all other ways mentioned in the doctrinal part of this 
difcourfe. 

6. And, laftly. Whether you htar or forbear, yet we 
tell you, the kingdom of God is come near unto you ; 
u'hatever you defign, the Lord has given you a gofpel-day ; 
and if our gofpel be hid from you, it is bccaufe you are 
lofl, the god of this world having blinded your eyes, that 
you fliould notdifcern the light of the glorious gpfpel of 
JefusChrifl, who is the image of God. 

As to the fee ond (oTt o? perfon«, thofe who have been 
importunate with God, and have had an eye to his com- 
mand La this work, to you we fay, i. This 
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X. This your condu(S, paft all peradvejitiire, is no 
mean evidence of the finccrity of your good intentions ; 
and this is certainly matter of thankfulnefs, and is more- 
over a ground to hope, that the Lord may not altogether 
fruftrate your defines. 

2. Do not think your work is over. Wreftle, plead 
ftrongly with God for the .bleffing on gofpel-ordinances ; 
whoever plants or waters, it is only God that gives the 
increafe ; and therefore, if you mean to grow under th** 
means, be inflint Jn prayer for the bleffing on then* ; 
plead that God may not fend Icannefs to yuur fouls, while 
he provides plenty of fpiritual provifion for you. 

3. Beware of fitting down upon gofpcl-privileges. You 
may, if you do fo, lole what you have wrought, and iuftly 
bring the fincerity of your aims in q-ueftion. There is nc« 
thing more ordinary, than fecnrity of this fort. Perfons 
who it may be would Cayf O had they a gofpel-difpcnfa, 
tjon I how glad would they be, how carefully would they 
improve it ; and yet when they get what they feek, their 
improvement is in no meafure anfwerableto their refjlii. 
tions. Take* heed of, and guard againft this. 

4. Let there be a fuitable care to evidence your fincer- 
jty in this matter, by the whole of your deportment. If 
yon titrn carelefs in attending ofdihances, if yon hear, 
but do not, if yon negle«Sl your own work, and be wanting 
to youffelvcs in this matter, then who will believe your 
Sincerity? who can believe it ? your own coiffciences will 
accnfe you ; and *' if your hearts condemn you, God is 
greater than your hearts, and knows all things," 
I John iii. 20. 

5. If you find that the Lord has made endeavours fuc- 
cefsful, take care that you facrifice not to your own net, 
«nd burn incenfc to your drag. God h a holy and jealous 
God, and will not be mocked ; and if you begin to rob him 
of his glory, he will get him glory in fuch a way as may 
lav you low, and make you fmart feverely for your own 
foily. 

6. If the Lord give yon the gofpel-light, then walk in 
the light while you have it. Carry like children of the 
light and of the day, work out the work of your falva- 
tion with fear and trembling ; for none of us can tell hoa^ 

fo«5 
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foon onr gof pel-day ma/ be gone, and the night fucceed 
wherein none can work. 

We fliall conclnde this difcourfe with a few general ad- 
vices tp all of you. Would you have our miniflry made 
fuccersfnl ? would you obtain the real advantage of gofpcl- 
ordinances, and have our meetings fwch as m^y be matter 
of rejoicing both to you and me in the day of the Lord } 
then we intreal, bcfeech, nay, and obteft you by the mer- 
cies of God, in the bowels of our Lord Jefus Chrill, as you 
would have your own fouls and ours to be faved — 

I. Pray for ns. As a minifter is indifpenfibly obliged 
to mind his people before God, and to carry thera ever 
upon his heirt, fo are ihcy obliged to pray to/ their min- 
ifter : " Pray for us," fays the apoftle, Heb. xiii, 18, 
** for we iruft we have a good confcicnce in all lhingS| 
willing to live honeftly." To give weight to this advice, 
1 fliall lay before you a few confiderations. And, 

(i.) Confjder, minifters are not fufficient of themfelves 
for this work; the work is great, weighty and importanf, 
and the difEculties are many ; and who is fufficient for it ? 
Surely minifters are n:.t ; for if the apcftlef^id with jufticc 
of himfelf, '* That he was net of himfelf fufficient to think 
any thing as he ought," 2 Cor, iii, 5. then much more 
may gofpel minifters now-a-days own it to be fo with them, 
and therefore all their fufficicncy is only of God, from 
whom fuitable and needful fupplies fbould be fought. 

(2.) Conf^ler that in their plenty and fulncfs you fhaH 
have plenty. They are indifpenfibly obliged to lay out 
what they receive for you, to fpend and be fpent in the 
work and fervice of your faith ; and therefore it is your 
intereft tli^t they abound, fincc it is for your fake they 
labour ; and the more fo, if you be inftrumental by your 
prayers, in procuring advantages and fupplies for them- 

{3.) Confider that they are expofed to great hazards for 
vour fak^e, and therefore you are to contribute your lU- 
moft to their adiftance this way, wherein you may be moft 
helpful to them. They being made watchmen, do thereby 
become the butt of Satan's malice ; and the more faithful 
ihey are, the more will he oppofe them, and feek their 
ruin. The enemy's principal defign is fure to be againft 
'V^he watchmm, becaufs he prevents the furprifnig of hia 
people by Satan, at ledft it is bis bufinefs to do fo ; and 

therefore 
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therefore no ftone will be left unturned, in order to hU 
ruin. I. Satan will endeavour to lay bim afleep^ and make, 
him turn fecure, that he may negle«SV bis poft. 2, If he. 
mils of this, he will endeavour to fill him witbdifturbance 
and fear, that fo he may be diverted from his duty, and 
made to quit his poft. Or, 3. He will ply his cor- 
ruptions, that he may, by attending to then?, and ft riv- 
ing againft them, take biro off from, or difcouragc hira 
in his oppofition to thofe of others. 4. He will endeavour 
to blind his eyes by fal reappearances, that fo he may give, 
falfe alarms ; and" this will weaken his credit, and make 
people not believe his warnings. 5. He will endeavour 
to amufs him with great appearances of danger where 
there is none; that his eyes may turn oif from thofe things 
which may really endanger his flock. And, 6. He will 
endeavour to beget and chcrifli jealoufies betwixt his peo- 
ple and him, whereby his warnings will be lefs regarded^ 
and his hands be weakened, and his heait be difcouraged. 
7. If thefe fail, he will endeavour to get him removed j 
if he fee the gofpel like to prove fuccefsfal, then he will 
take care to find out ways to oblige the watchman to re- 
move from his poft. And, 8. .If he fail of this, he will 
endeavour to kill biro, cither by multiplying troubles and 
griefs, or elfe by more direct methods, employing his 
emi/Taries and fervants to takeaway his life; and this by 
God's permiffion, for the punilliment of a people's fnisy 
has proven fuccefsful. Surely thefe and a great many fnore 
methods, ufed by Satan, the wicked world, pretended 
friends^' and their own corruptions, againft the minifters 
of the gofptl, and all upon the people's account, fliould 
make them careful in praying to God in their behalf, that 
they may be faved froiii the attempts of all their fpiritual 
adverfaries, and may be made to grow in grace and gifts. 
Pray for much grace to your minifier, that he may per* 
fuade, as knowing the terrors of the- ^.ord ;. that he may 
deal tenderly with you, as having himfelf had acquaint- 
ance with fouUficknefs on account of fin ; that he may 
take you to Jefus fafcly, as having himfelf been with him ;. 
that he may comfort you with ibe confolations wfierewitli 
he has been comfortedof God. In fine, that he may fpeak,. 
becaufe he himfelf has not only believed, but ea^pcrienced J0^ 
the work of grace upon his own foul, as one that ha«»^^^r 
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that 11 n 13 an evil aud bitter thin^, and has found tha^ 
ChriH is ufefnl, is Aifficient, is precious ; and that he may 
pray acceptably for you, as one that has found acceptance 
in his own behalf. Pray I ike wife for gifts to him, knowl- 
edge in the myftery of God, and of Ghrill, and of faith ; 
that he may have much fpiritual wifdom, zeul, boldncfs,' 
and courage, to lit him for his work ; and withal, that 
the Lord may give a door of utterance. 

(4.) Confider, that a careful attendance to your duty, 
in holding up your minifter's cafe, will be a great mean to 
promote love, mutual love betwixtyou and him ; and this 
will help to break Satan's engines. Nothing contri- 
butes more to the furtherance and fuccefs of one*s miniftry 
in a place, than much love, and mutual kindncfs betwixt a 
minifler and people ; and no love fo ufcful this way, as that 
which vents itfelf in prayer for one another, and is cher- 
i filed by this means. But, 

2. I intreat you may carefully attend ordinances, pub« 
lie, private, and fecret ; and catechifmg, as the Lord fliall 
give occafion. This will make us cheerfully go about thefe 
duties, if we fee you ftudying to make advantage of them : 
this will be profitable to you ; it will difcourage our ene- 
mies ; it will rejoice our heart, and be a credit to religion, 
3» Any adva,ntage you receive, be fure that ye attri- 
bute it entirely to God ; beware of placing it to the min- 
ifter's account, who is oijly the inflrument ; if you rob 
.Go* of the glory, and give it to the inflrument, you may 
by this provoke the Lord to blaft your n^iniftc^ and to 
withdraw from him his prefence ; which will foon make 
you fee, that it is not the miniftcr that can do any thing. 
Give God his due, and fo account of us as the lervants of 
Chrift, and the ftewards of the myfteries of the gofpel ; 
and when ye get any good by it, put It all to God's ac- 
count ; blefs him fof it ; and let the inftrument have an 
interefl in your^aHe^tions and prayers, that he may be fur- 
ther ufeful to you and others. 

4, Once more and we have done. Do not count lis 
your enemies, if we tell you the truth ; we mufl by any 
means be free, in laying open your fins, and in carrying 
home the convi6\ion of them to your confciences ; nor dare 
we gjatify any, by holding our peace in this matter ; for if 
vv-fleafe men, then wc arc not the fcrvants of Chrift ; and 
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if any foul die in its fin by our filence, then we bring the 
blooii of fonts upon our own heads, aird hazan! oor own 
fouls. We are obliged, by the manifcftation of the truth, 
to commend oitrfelvcs to confcicnces ; and if the more we 
love, the lefs wfe are loved, then God will require it at 
your hands. But whether you will hear, or whether you 
forbear, we mafl:, as we fiiall give anfwer to the great- 
Shepherd of the flitep, deal plainly with you. Confidcr 
but that one fcriptiire. Lev. xix. 17. and ye will fee re- 
proof to be an a&. of great love, and ih^'^t the neglect of it 
JM God's account is hatred : " Thou ilialt not hate thy 
brother in thine heart. Thou iliah in any ways rebuke 
thy neighbour, and not fnffer fin upon him ;" or, as the 
laft claufe may be rendered, That thou bear not fm for him. 
Now, if you follow thefe'advices, and if there be a fmglc 
eye to God, and clofe dependence upon him, both in rain- 
ifter and people, mutual lave and lulpfulnefs, and a joint 
endeavour to promote the great defign of the miniftry, 
the glory of God in our own falvation, then our labour 
iball not be in vain, but ihall be blelTed with increafe^ 
and God, even our God, {ball Vlefi us^ 
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PART I. 

A DISCOVERY OF MAn's NATURAL STATE; OK, TllE 
GUILTY SINNER CONVICTED. 

' .lloni, iii. 23.— /br all havejinnedy and comefliort of the 

glory of God. 

WHOEVER confiders his prefent condition, will foon 
fee, t^iat his great bufinefs and chief concern lies 
in three important inquiries! ** What have I done?*^' 
Jer. viii. 6. « What fliall I do to be faved ?» Aft xvi. 
30- " What (hall I render to the Lord >*' Pfal. cxvi. I2, 
The anfwcr of the firfl will make way fcr the fecond^ and 
that will give occadon for the third. 

Though wife men have bufied their heads, and toiled theniv 
felves with wearifome inquiries after bappinefs ; yet none 
of them could ever give men a Satisfying anfwer to any one 
of thcfe three queries. But what they by their wifdom 
could not do, that God, in his infinite wifdom and unpar- 
alleled goodnefs has done, to the fatisfadlion of all rational 
inquirers, in the fcripturcs of truth. 

If it be inquired, What have we done ? onr text an«. 
fvvers, All men have finned^ and come fliort of the glory of 
God. if the <^ueftion be put^ What liiall we do to be fa« 

vcd^' 
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Ved ? look A&s xri. 31. and there we are bid *• believe 
on the Lord Jcfiia Chrlft, and we fliall be faved." In 
fine, ifweaJk, What we fliall render to the Lord for his 
macchiefs and unparalleled favour to us, we may turn lo 
Pfal. cxvi 13. and there we are told what to do, " I will 
take the cup of falvatton, and caU upon the name of 
the Lord." And much to the fame purpofc is that of the 
prophet, Micah v4. 8. " He haih llicwed thee, O man 
what is good, and 'what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do juftiv, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
. wirh thy, God ?" 

The great concernment of gofpel-niiniflers lies in the 
fccond inquiry. It is our principal biifinefs to peviu^dc 
men and women to believe on the name of the Lor<3f Jel'us 
Chrifl, to commend our blefTcd Maker to poor finncrs. 
But fince we come not to call the righteous but finners to 
repentance, it is neceffary we lay the foundation in a dif- 
covery of man's natural flate. Before we offtr Chrifl, 
wc fliall (how you need him : before we tender mercy, we 
iliall endeavour to reprefcnt your mifcry : before you be 
called to repentance, we (hall ihew you are Tinners, who 
Hand in need of repentance. And upon this account we 
have made choice oHhe words now read, which do oiTcra 
fair occa/ion for a difcovcry of your fin, and of your roi- 
fery on that account. 

Wc (hall not fpend time in confidering the connexion of 
the words, which may perhaps afterwards fall more coii- 
vcniently in our way. 

The text is a general afTertion, in whith all iland con- 
victed of ; and concluded under fin : for, 

The perfons to whom fin is attributed, are not fome 

fingle perfons, to a feclufion of others^ but all mankind* 

It 5s not fome degenerate wretches in the heathen vyorld ; 

but all, Jew and Gentile, rich and poor, high awd low, 

• who have. finned and come fli^ortot the glory of God, 

It is not aflferted of them, that they may fin, that they 
are fallible, and if artfully plied by a temptation, may 
he taken off their feet; but that they all are already involv- 
ed in the guilt of fin, and have thereby come fliort of the 
glory of God, The original word, which is here render- 
ed comejhorty is cmphatical ; it properly fignifies to fall 

fUort 
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ili(>rt of the mark oue aims at, or to fall behind in a racef 
whertby the prize is lod. Man in his firfl edate was in a 
fair way for glory : power he had to run the race, and 
the devil had no power to ftop him in it ; he had not fach 
weights 33 we now are clogged with, and yet he fell (hort 
of the glory of God i i, e. he loil that glory in the en- 
joyment of God, which he had fo good a profped^ of; he 
lod the image of God, which was his glory, given him of 
God, with all the confequential advantages of it* . 

Wc need not draw any do£lrine from the words ; they 
themfelves do exprefs that which we defign to infift upon. 

DocT. *^ That all men and women, defcending from - 
Adam in an ordinary way^ have finned, and tliereby 
come fliort of the glory of God." 

This d^qp^'inj*, Aanding fo clear in the words, ftfper- 
cedes any further proof ; and therefore wc fhall not fpend 
time in producing other fcriptures aiterting the fame thing. 

Before we apply this tfuth, we {hall, 

L Premtfe a few propofiiions for clearing the way. to 
Jjhe^ further explication of this great and momentous truth. 
. ;" II . We ill a 1 1 i n q u i re what Jin forntirly imp lie s, 

IIL Mentions properly or two of it. 

IV. Inquire into the import of this aU in the text. 

V. Shew what is implied in this exprefiion, Come Jhort 
of the glory of God, 

VI. Whence it is that fl« ha'oefinnedj andthertby ccmc 
fliort of the glory of God. 

Now each of thefe in order# And, 

I. We ihall premife a few propefitions for clearing the 
way to what we further defign in the explication of this 
truth. The 

1/? Proportion we offer to you is, That Cod is the abfo^ 
lute and ifidependent Sovereign of the world. Men do often 
ufurp an ahfohite power over their fubjeOs, and claim a 
blind and unlimited obedience ; but they had need take heed 
they do not invade God's right, and that which is his 
fovcreign prerogative. He, and be only, is abfolutc 
Lord and Kiag of the earth, as the Pfalmid fmgs in 

Pfal. . 
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Pfal. xlvii. 2. ** The Lord rood high is terrible; he is- 
a great ICing over all the earth." And indeei he alone is 
fit to manage fo great a province; forafmuch as there is 
** none among the gods like unto him, neither are there any 
werks like unto his^'* Pfal. Ixxxvi. 8. His claim is found- 
ed upon the excellency of his nature, Jer. x. 6, 7. " For- 
afmuch as there IS none like unto thee, O Lord, thou art 
great, and tliy naifne is great in might, who would not 
fear thee, O King of nations ? For to thee doih it apper- 
tain, forafmuch as there i^ none like unto thee:" And 
upon his creation of all things, *'The Lord is a great 
King above all gods. The fea is his, and he made it," 
Pfal. xcv. 3. 5. " O Jacob and Ifrael, ihon art ray fer- 
vaiit, I have formed thee, thou art rfy fervani, O Ifrael," 
Ifa. xliv, %i. In fine, his prefervation of all things, and 
the roaaifold mercies he loads his creatures withj do give 
him the noblefl title to abfolute dominion; and his glo« 
riotis perfedions^of wifdora, power, holincfs, and joftice, 
do not only fit him for it, but make his fway defirable to 
all whounderftand their own intereft. 

2df, Take this propofitlon, God the abfolute Sovereign of 
the world has prefcribed laws to all his creatures^ by which he 
go'verns them. Not to fpeak of thefe laws which he has giv- 
en to the inanimate part of the creation, he has prefcribed 
men their work, he has given them his laws, whereby they 
are indifpenfibly obliged to live. " There is one Lawpriv- 
er, whft is able to fave and deftroy," James !• 12. ** The 
Lord is Judge, King, and Lawgiver," Ifa, xxxiii. 22, We 
a^-e hot in anything left altogether arbitrary. He who 
haa faid to the fea, " Hitherto (halt thou come, and no far- 
ther," has dealt fo likcwife with man ; he has limited him 
on every hand by his holy laws^ the inconteftible ftatutes 
of heaven# We ar^ obliged to eat, drink, lleep, converfe, 
and do every thing by rule: God has fet \n our bounds as 
to all thefe thing, and thither fhould we come, and no fur- 
ther* Indeed, ihefc limits God has fct us are not fiich as 
her fets to the waves of the tumultuous fea : no, he deals 
with us in a way fuitcd to our nature; he has fet Aich Jini- 
it3 as none can pafs, till they aft in direft contradiaion to 
their very natures, till they abandon a doe confide ration 
of that wherein their greateft and chiefeft intereft lies ; as 
will appear plain enough frem that which we offer, in il c 
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3<f Place, for clearing the way. That great Lawgi'^er of 
the world has (innexed rewards and punijfiments f« thofe laws 
he has made* The authority of God is a tender point in. 
daed. He has faid, ^^ he will not give his glory to ano* 
ther,"and thercrfore he has taken care to guard the law9 
he has made with fuitable rewards and puniihments. God 
indeed is n3t obliged to give man any further reward for 
his obedience, than what flows from the obedience itfelf, 
which is fiifficient to be a reward to itfelf; for" iu keep- 
ing God's commands there is great reward," Pfal, six. ii. 
But fuch is his mat chiefs and unbounded goodnefs, that be 
propofed no leCs reward of obedience thau eternal life; a 
reward fuitable to man's obedicuce^ which deferves no fuch 
thing, but to the bounty of the giver* On the other band, 
again, he has annexed a dreadful penalty to his laws, break 
them we may if we will; for God has not made it impof- 
fible we fhould ; but it we do, then the heavy curfe of God 
will follow us. ^* Curfed is every one that continueth not 
In all things written in the book of the law to do them.^' 
The fame mouth that pronounced law, pronounces the 
the curfc, Gal. iii. lo. And we know, whom he curfes 
they are cur ft d^ and whcm he blejfeth they areblejjed in. 
deed 

4M, Thefe laws, which God has given us to walk by, 
have a fourfold property mentioned by the apoftle, Rom. 
vii. 12. ^^ Wherefore the law is holy, and the command* 
ment holy, juft, and good;" and ver. 14.*' We know that 
the law is fpi'ritual, but I am carnal, fold under fin. 

I* We fay it is holy ; the law of God is the eza^ tran* 
fcript of the holy will of God* There is nothing in it dif* 
agreeable to, or unworthy of the holy God, who always 
a6ls like himfelf, and is of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity, or look upon fin. 

2. It isy;//?. It is the veflff meafure of all judice among 
men. It is a law that gives God bis due and man his: nay^ 
man has no right or property in, or title to, any thing 
but from this law. What this makes his, is foy and no 
more can jailly be claimed. 

3. It is good^ it is not a law made to gratify the lufts of 

an earth-worm, it is not a law made without regard to the 

advantage of thofe who live under it: but God, in framing 

his law, has exadlly confidered what mi^ht be for man's 

goo^, 
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l^ood, both in time and in eternity ; and has, in matchleif 
goodnefs and infinite wifdom, ordered the matter fo, that 
duty and intereft go ever together, and a man can never 
aet againft his duty, but he wrongs his real intereft, even 
abdrading from the confideration of fature rewards and 
punifliments in another life. 

4. The law is fpiritual. It is not fuch a law ssis prc- 
fcribed by man, which only reaches the outward man; no, 
it is fpiritual, reaching to the foul and all its inward a^- 
ings. It prefcribes bounds to the fpirits of men, obliging 
them to inward obedience and conformity to it in their mo- 
tions, inclinations, and affedions; not a thought, nay, 
nor the circumltance of a thought, but falls under tliis 
fpiritual and extenfive law, which made the Pfalmift 
fay, " I have fcen an end of all perfefiion, but thy com- 
mandment is exct:eding broad," Pfal. cxix. 96. 

The way being thus cleared, we fliall now, in the 

Second place, (how yon what Jin is. Sin, which is here 
charged upon all, properly and formally imports^ 

• I. A XV ant of conformity to the law^ of \»hich we have 
been difcourfing. The law rcquries and enjoins duty. It 
obliges us not oiily to anions fo and fo qualified, but to 
have a right principle of adion; it not only enjoins holy 
thoHghts, holy words, and holy actions, but moreover it 
requires that the very frame and temper of our I.earts be 
holy; and when we fall fliort of this, then we /in. That 
the law obliges us aa to the frame of our heart, is plain, 
iiiice it requires that the tree be good as well as the fruit ;'! 
that the werfhip and fervice we perform to God be with 
the whole ftrength, foul, and heart, 

2U Sin imports a tranfgrejjion of the law, for ** fin is a 
tranfgreffion of the law," i John iii, 4. Indeed, wbcn 
traHfgrefHon is taken in a large.fcnf#, it comprehends all 
-fin; but it may be,, and is frequently reflridled to afinal 
fins, and fins of commi (lion ; as the former branch of the 
deCcription is to original (in, and fins of omiflion. Sin is 
an oppofition to the law of God* God bids do, arife, work/ 
man tranfgreiTes the command, and fttsjlill idle, Godtor- 
iKids fuch and fuch finful a£lfons, man does them in oppofi- 
tion to the command of God, which flows from a contempt 
of God's authority ; fo that we may fay, 

3. That every fin implies, in its formal jiature^C(;«/f«r|>r 

D of 
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of Godj as that which is its fource. Sin flows from a fe- 
cret enmitx of heart againfl the Almighty^ and therefore 
carries in it a high contempt of hiui. It may be, men are 
io blind that they cannot difcern any fuch thing in it ; but 
God makes breaking the law, and defpidng or contemning 
the law, to be all one, Amos ii. 4. *^ Thus faith ^e Lord, 
For three traafgredjons ot Judah, and for four^ I will not 
-turn away the punilhment thereof, becaufe they have def- 
pifed the law of the Lord, and liave not kept hrs com- 
fiiandnients, anvl their lies caufed them to err, after the which 
their fathers have walked." Sin in mofl men's eyes is a 
harmlefs thing; but how far otherwife would it be if its 
nature .were fecn in a jnft light by the eye of faith; if we 
i'aw it trampling upon God's authority, goodnefs, and ho. 
linefs, and even endeavouring as it were to ungod him. 

But that ye may furtlier underhand whatlin is, we (hallf 
jn the 

Third place, mention a twofold infeparable property or 
adjun^ofjin^ with which it is ever attended. And, 

I- Sin is the defilement of the foul \ fin is a filthy thing. 
The beauty, the glory of man, confiils in his conformity 
to the holy and pure law of God, and in as far as he devi« 
ates from that, in fo far is he defiled and polluted. Every fin 
hath a Satan in it, and robs the foul of its beauty, occa- 
fionsa fort of loathfomenefs, whereby, in the eyes of God, 
and even of itfelf, it becomes ugly and abominable; it is 
the abominable thing which God hates, *' Oh do not this 
abominable thing that I bate,'' faith the Lord, Jer. xUv. 
4. The natural flateofman is, upon the account of this 
filthinefs, compared to a wretched infant that is cafl out, 
** in all Its natural pollutions," Ezek. xvi» and to every 
thing elfe that is filthy, to puddle, roire^ and dirt, and to a 
menflruous cloth ; but jet all of them are not fufficient to 
give a jnft idea of its filthinefs, 

2. Sin, as it is attended with j^/fA, fo it is attended with 
guilt. It makes the finner guilty; it obliges him to under- 
go the penalty which God has annexed to his law ; it car*, 
rics ever along with it a title to the curfe of God. Wheo 
the law of Go J is confidered ps that which reprefents his. 
holinefs and fpotlefs purity, whereby it becooses the mea- 
fure end flandard of all beauty, glory, and purity, to us j 
then fill, as it ilancls oppofed to it in this refpe^^ is looked 

upon 
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upon asaflain, a blot, adegleraent: but as the law ta 
God carries on it the impreffion of his royal authority, 
the breach of it binds orer to jufl punifliment for the re- 
paration of the honour of that contemned aaihoriry. 

Thus we fee what it is that all men are charged witb, 
God here lays home to them a breach of law, rcprefenis 
them as condemned and guilty, deformed and defiUd crea- 
tures. " All men have iinned,*' every one has broken the 
holy, juft, good, and fpiritual law of the great Sovereign 
of the world; all are guilty qf a contempt of his authority,, 
all are defiled with that abominable thing which his foul 
hates. Left any one fhou Id take occafion to clear himfclf.^ 
and fay, O I am not the pcrfon fpoken cvf, I never con- 
temned God, I never -dciileJ myfelf, and lo I am not guilty 
of that which is charged upon mankind. Left any (hould 
fay, 1 am clean, God has put a bar upon this door, by ex- 
tending the charge to ail without exception. 

And fo I come^ in the 

fourth place, to iU'qujre into the import of thisunivcr- 
fal particle all in my te^t j and it imports, 

I/?, That perfons of all ages are involved in the fame 
common niifery. Young and old hare (inned. The iuck, 
Iriig upon the breaft, as well as the old man that is ftoop- 
jjiginto the grave. None needs envy another. The old man 
needs not envy theinnocency of the infant of days, for the 
youngcft carries as much fin into the world as r«Rder« it 
ugly, deformed, and guilty. Indeed there are who have 
not finned at the rate that others have done. Children 
have not finned *' after the fimilitude of Adam's tranfgrcC 
fion,*' Rom. v. 14. their age would not allow them ; but 
fin enough they have derived to them from Adam to damn^ 
to defile them. 

2^, Serfons of all profeffions^ Jew and Gentile, whatever 
their religious profefljon be. This evil is not confined ta 
thofe df one religion, but is extended to all: the apoftle 
fums up all mankind, as to religion, under two heads, Jew 
and Gentile; and at large, in the foregoing part of this 
cpiftte, proves them both to be finners. 

3//, j4ll ranks of perfons, high and low, rich and poor. 
This is not an evil. of which the prince can free himfelf 
xnoxe than the peafant, Thofe who may be fliining in 
^liftering apparel are upon this account vile and filthy 

as' 
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as thetoad xhey cannot endure to look upon: thefc who 
may condemn or abfolve others, may themfeWes be under 
a fcnteiice of condemnation ; nay, it really is (o with all 
who are not faved fron iheir fins. Even thefe very men 
who have lometimes forgot themfelves fo far, as to advance 
themfelves above the laws, are yet not only fubjcft to GodV 
law, but lying under an obligation to punifliment on ac- 
count of their breaches of this holy, jult and good law. 

4. Perfons/w all generations are guilty. It was not on- 
ly fonie poor wretches in the old world which God fwept 
off the face of ihe earth by a flood, that have finned, but 
perfons' of all ages, ranks, and cjualities, in all generations. 
There is not one e^rception among all the natural deftend- 
ants of Adam, man nor woman, great nor fmaJl, rich nor 
poor, king nor beggar, all have finned, from the greateft 
to the leaft. None can juftly upbraid another with \^hat 
he has done in this matter, finceall are in the provocation s 
All kwos finned^ and come/hort of the glory of God, 

And this leads us to that which we did, in the next 
place, propofe to difcourfe of to you* viz. 

Ftftk^ The import of this coming Jliort of the glory ofGodm 
And this takes in or implies, 

ly?. That man has fallen Hiort of that glory which he 
had by the conformity of his nature to God, Man is faid, 
1 Cor. xi. 7. to be ** the image and glory of God;** and 
indeed fo was he in his fir(t and beft eftate. O what of 
God was there in innocent Adam ! A mind full of light ; 
how wonderfully did it reprefent that God who is light, 
^nd in whom there is no darkncfs at all I A pure foul, the 
exa£t tranfcript of the divine purity ! The reft of the 
creatures had in them fome darker reprefentations of the 
glory of God'j wifdom and power, but only man, of all 
the creatures in the lower world, was capable to rej|refent 
tlic holinefsy righteoufnefs, and purity, and other lotion- 
al pcrfe£tions, of the ever-ble(ted Deity ; and upofi this 
account man was *' the glory of God." God, as it were, 
gloried in him as the ni after- piece of the vifible creation, 
in whom- alone more of God was to be fcen than ia all 
the reft befide. Th:s inun has now loft; he has fallen fliort 
of the beauty and glorv, which made JuBi *' the glory of" 
God.'V ' . 

2i, Man has loft the glory he had, as he was the deputy 

of 
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9f the great God in this lower world. He was made lord of 
God's handy works upon earth; and all the creatures iti 
it paid their homage to him, when they came and receiv- 
ed their names from him in paradifc j but now the "crown 
,13 fallen from his head ;" he has comcihort of ihis glory? 
the creatures refufe fubjefiion to him. 

3^, Man Is come fliort of the glory he had in the enjoy- 
ment of God in paradife. It was man's glory, honour, 
ar.d happinefs, to be allowed a more ihan ordirary familia- 
riiy with God. Gfod and Adam converfed together in pa. 
radilV, He was allowed the company of God; that made 
his (late happy indeed* What could man want, while th^ 
all-fufficient God kept up fo clofe, fo hleffed and comforta- 
ble a familiarity with hintf and daily loaded him with his> 
favours? But this he has come fliort of. 

4M, Man has come fliort of that glory he had theprofpeti 
of, God fet him fairly on the way, and did furnifli him 
fufliciently for a journey to eternal, onchangeable, never- 
fading glory ; but this he has come fhort of; and this in- 
deed follows natively upon the former. This is indeed 
much, but we conceive this is not all that the expreflion 
has in it; nay, certainly there is more in itr this falling 
fliort, though it only feeirs to point at the negative, yet 
certainly jt takes in the pofitive^ and we therefore fay,, 
that this expreffiont in the 

^th place, implies not only man's lofs of his original beaw-r 
ty and glory J in a conformity to the image of God, but that 
he has fallen in the mire, and is defiled by fin. He who 
fometime a-day was the image and glory of God, is now 
more filthy than the ground he treads ony than the mire 
of the ftreety than the loatheiome load, 

6/A, Not only has he loft the dominion he had^ but he 
is become a Jlavf to Jin, He who fometime a-day looked 
like \gcd in the wortd; is nort; debafed down to hell. He 
to whom the creatures once veiled as to their fovereigr,. 
now daily ftands in danger of his life by them, and lies o- 
pen to the infults of the meaneft of tbem. 

ythj Not only has he loft the fweet and^ foulWavifliing 
. communion he had with God, bnt now he is, as it were 
fcarce aapable to look towards him\ the fight of God, which 
once was his life, is now to him as death,. 

8//z^ Not 0iily has man forfeited hi% iiiltxo future hcrp^ 

JD 2^. pinefi'* 
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i>inefsj btit, wh'ych is worfe, he l», by fin, cntitUd t^futitre^ 
eternaif inconcuwable tnifery arid woe. A dreadful cpnj- 
ing fliort this is mdecd. FroiT) how high a hope;, into what 
ail inconceivable abyfs of mifery and woe^ is poor roaa 
fdllpn by fin ! ** The prpwn »s fallen from hi$ head." He 
was a little hence all beauty, glory, excellency, and come- 
Hnef3 ; but now, alas ! we may groan out an Ichabod over 
him ! wbere is the glory ? 
We come nowy in the 

Sixth place, to inquire into the fource and fpring of alt 
this mifery and woe* How and whence is it that all are 
involved in the guilt of fin ; apd th^t this fad and alHiding 
calamity flo^s? 

ifi^ From the gi^ilt of AdanCs firfl fin, Adam, by the 
holy, wife, jufl, and go#d appointment of God, (lood ii> 
the room of all his pofHerity. Had be (lood, in him we alt 
had (Icodf and retailed the innocency and integrity of our 
natures, the favour, love* and kindnefs of heaven ; but 
he falling into Jitij in him we all finned i^ ai\d by the difo* 
b/!;dience pf this one man, we all wer^.made finners ; as 
. the apoille dotb at targe difcourfe, Rqm. v. from the izth 
verf? and downwards. This, this is the poifoned fpring 
whence all our fin, all our forrow and mifery flows, 

idt This flows from th§ natural depravity of the minS 
ofmarif that is tranfmitted to us froin our progenitors.. 
** We are fliapeq in iniquity, and in fin did our mother 
conceive us," We received a fatal ftrokc when 6rft form- 
ed in the womb, as the Pfahnift complains, Pfal. li« s*- 
And indeed there is none can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean. Our infeded parents transferred to us the infeaioa 
of fin. Sin runs in our blood, aud our natures have a. 
natural inciinatton to ^^ cvily only to evil, and that contin- 
ually," Gen, vi. 5. 

3fl^, This flows from abounding temptations » 4* ^^^ 
hearts are wicked, and fet only on evil ; fo every things 
in thts prefent diforder on account of fin, is fuited to 
carry on the infeaion. The creatures, by reafon of fiij^ 
are made fuhjeH to vanity* They arc made fubfervient to 
theluds of men ; the devil and our corrupt hearts dcilv 
abufe them to this end ; and by thefe means it ia that alt' 
men have fmncd^ and thereby Qjome fhort of the glory of 
<j9d% 

Tbr 
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The application is that which we principal] j deiJgned it^ 
the choice of this fabject ; aad therefore we have but na« 
med things in the dofirinal pftrt. And now we comfc to 
improve the whole. 

That which we defign chicfjy in the improvement of 
thisf is an ufe of conviction. Some days ago, we came t(» 
you ^jroclaidatng the grace, roerc/y and love of God in 
Chrift Jefus ; now we come to accufp you as gwilty of iin» 
The deHgn of our doing fp is indeed the advancement of 
the gtory of Chriftt and in him of the grace and mercy 
of the Lord God. But our prcfent work in itfelf is fuch, 
as doth not in its own nature look that way, though, by 
the in^nite wifdom and goodnefs of God, it be made fub« 
fcrvient thereunto. 

*' You are all here prefent before the Lord, to hear what 
God the Lord will fpeak unto you ;" and, as Ehud faid to 
Eglon, king of Moab, fo we fay to you, " We have a 
meflfagefrora God to you,*' Judges iii. 20, A fad meflage, 
not much unlike to that which Ehud brought to Eglcn, 
amefTage of death. We come this day to you, to implead 
you in God's name as guilty of fin. The me(l[ag^ is not t^ 
fome particular grofs oSTenders, but to every foul now 
♦* prefent before the Lord;'* to the child, to the young 
-j^an and m&id, to ihofe of riper year^, and to them Vihm' 
are old, and (loop under the weight of many years. 

^ in the name, and at the inftance of the great, the 
terrible God, the King, the Lord of hofts," whofe name 
is drdadful among the heathen, I\^al. i, 14. ** that confirm^ 
eth the word ot his fervants, and performeth the counfel 
©f his mcffen^ers,'* Ifa. xliv. 26. we are to implead, im-«- 
peach, and accofe every foul here prcAsnt as guilty of (in* 
Hitherto we have fpokcn in the general, which, it may 
be, has been no better to you t|?a» Nathan's parable ta* 
David. It may be fbme, of you have been faying, th^ 
the foul that has finned has defervedly fallen (h/ort o£ thft 
glory of God*, and fallen under the wrath of God: bnc 
now what we faid before in general, we come to fay in 
particular to every one of you, as Nathan did to Davidj: 
*' Thou art the man, thou art the woman, thou aft the 
child, the young man, or the m^id-, who haft finned, and 
thereby come (hort of the glory of God.'* 

No^''^ that we may be {uccefsful m this work, and 

bring 
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Vingyou, if poflible, to underilanJ yourftate and condi- 
tion, we Qiall, 

FirJ}^ Read and open^ as it wcrf, the charge and indid'- 
menty we do in God's name bring againd you. 

Secondly J Lead witnejjesj whereby we fliaii prove it a* 
gainH: you ail in general. 

Thirdly i Endea'v&ury particuiarlyj by arguments to make 
our charge good^ i/f, A^ainit children and young menr 
2dy Againft the(e of a middle age; and 3d, Again ft old 
men and women. This we ihall do, as it were, by taking 
you to the places ^ the companies^ and occafions^ where you 
have (innedy and. incurred the guilt now charged on you, 
• Fourthly^ Show what fatlsfaCUon our great Lord demands^ 
againjl fuch traitors, 
' Fifthly^ What reafon he has to require it. And then, 

Sixthly^ Endeavour to reprefent to you yeur mifery upon 
this account, 

Ftrft^ The charge we lay againfl yeu^ is not fonie petty^ 
(ome jmall mifdemeanour^ that may be atoned for by a 
bare acknowledgment, by fome pitiful mock, God have 
mercy upon me. No ; the charge draws deep, it is no lefs 
crime than that ofy?«, fin againft the great Sovereign of 
the world. Ye all have finned. O 1 if y« knew what a 
world of evil is in that curfed thing, (in ! When we fay^^ 
Ye have finned, you are ready to fiay, .O ! we know that 
^vell enongh. Is this all ye have to fay? When we heard 
of fach a dreadful thing as a charge and indifiment in the 
name of God againft us, when we heard of leading wit- 
neHfes, and all the other parts of a trials we did appre- 
hend there was fomc terrible thing a-coming, fome drcad-^ 
ful unheard of evil to be laid heme to our door ; but 
now we find there is nothing faid againft us, but only that 
we arc fmners, and who will deny this ^ who knows it: 
not? and this is but the common lot. **God be merciful 
to lis," we are all iinnefs; and there the repentance ol 
moft is done; their fores are healed, and they can live, 
and it may be die, without any fear in this cafe : fuch light 
apprebenHons have the moft part of fm. 

Thcfe, thefe, it may be, are the apprehenfionsof not a 
few of you, upon hearing the charge: but if there be not 
blicd minds, fliut eyes, deaf ears, and dreadfully haril 
hearts among us^ er&all be done^ fome of you M^ill; It may 

be*. 
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be, change your minds, and think this a very dreadful 
and heavy charge. If God would now concur by his Spirit, 
and enable us to manage our work to purpofe, if be would 
let out the convincing influences of his Spirit, the weight 
of this charge would' prefs you fo as to make your hearts 
fall and (ink within you. 

Sin is an ordinary word, a little word, and mofl men 
do apprehend that there is but little in it: but midake it 
not ; there is much in it, more than angeU or men cavi 
ever difcover, or fully unfold. Yet that all this that we 
have faid may not feem a groundlefs allegation, I (hull, 
1/?, Set up to you fome glafTes, wherein you may get a 
view of fin's ugly face ; or I Oiall, as Balak did to Balaam, 
t^ke you to fuch places, where you may get a fight of its 
fbrmhlahle nature^ power^ and malignity, idly^ 1 fliall teli 
yoii of fome dreadful and monjlrous evils that are lodged in 
every fin, the leaft idle thought or word. And, 3<i/y, I 
ihall mention fome killing aggravations that your fins arc 
clothed with, that put an accent upon them, and enhance 
their guilt. And this will let you fee the great evil of 
iin ; this will open your indictment, 

I/?, We fliall give you fome profpe^s of fin. It may be, 
many of you do think but very little of fin } but here I dc* 
iire you to c-omc and look at it, 

I. In iheglafs ofGod^slaw^ See the holy, the higWand 
exalted God, exhibiting his mind and will in two ta« 
bUis> tables containing fafe, good, holy, jnft, fpiritual, 
and every way advantageous rules, for thai creature whom 
God has taken fo diflinguifhing and particular a care of. 
Well, whatfball we fee of fin here? Here, O here, ytou 
may fee fin breaking-, nay dafliing to pieces, thefe two ta- 
bles, in a worfe fenfe than Mofes did, Exod. xxxit. 19* 
fivery fin, the leafl fin, throws them both to the ground ; 
for, as the apoftle James tells us, " Whofocver ihall keep 
t\\e. whole law, and yet oifend in one point, he is guilty of 
ajl>** Jamtjs ii. 10. Is it fmall thing to you to trample 
upon, to tread under foot, the holy, the righteotis law 
o( God, that is the perfedt image and reprefentation of all 
his holinefs and fpotlefs purity \ but if yet ye will not fca 
the curfed nature of fin, then we bid you, in the 

%d place, take a view of it in the nature of the great Qod^ 
the feat of all majefty^ g^ory^ bea^aty^ and excellency 1 and 

if 
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if you look at it here, O how ugly will it appear! No' 
thing in all the world contrary and oppoflte to the nature 
of God, but fin. The meaneft, the mod apparently deforn}- 
ed creature in the world, the toad, the crawling infe^y 
carries in its nature nothing really oppofite to the nature 
of God ; fin, only iin, (lands in oppoHtion to him. This 
he cannot dwell with: '^ Evil fhall not dwell with him^ 
nor iinners (land in his fight." Such is that abhorrence that 
God has at fin, that when he fpeaks of it, his heart as it 
were rifes againft it, ^^ Oh do not that abominable thing 
which 1 hale !" as in that fore-cited Jer. xliv. 4. And if 
yet ye will not fee its finfulnefs, I will take you where 
you may fee more of it* Go take a view of it, 

3. In the threatenJngs of the laWj and fee there what cf- 
timate God puts on it, and what a thing it is. All the pow- 
er of heaven, the anger, the fury, the vengeance of God^ 
all are levelled at the head of (In. Take but one inflance 
for all, in in that 7th of Jojfhna; there a people accuftom- 
ed to vidory turn their back before the enemy, faU 
a prey to a people devoted to deftrufiion ; nay, moreover^ 
God in the I2th verfe,. calls all the people accurfed, and 
tells chem, they cannot ftand before the enemy, '* neither 
will I be with you any more," fays he. Why? what is, 
the matter? wherefore is the heat of all this anger? what 
raeaoeth this vengeance? The matter was, there was a 
fin committed s Achan had taken fomeofthe fpoils of the 
enemy. Thus you fee, one (in makes God breathe out 
threatenings agaiaft a whole nation. In One, look through 
the book of God, and there you (hall fee one threatening 
big vrixhten-poralj another with eternal plagues \ one full 
of external^ another of internal and fpiritual woes ; and all 
as it were levelled at the head of fin. And is that a fmall 
matter which never fails to fct out all the vengeance of hea. 
ven againft the perfon that is guilty of it > Bat yet this 
is not all, you may fee more, if ye look at it, 

4, In the judgments of Gcdj that are abroad in the earth. 
Look we to on© nation, there we (hall fee thoufands fal- 
ling before the avenging enemy, the fword glutted as it 
7V€re with bloody men who a little before were polTefTed 
of wifdom, courage, and all thole endowments which ferve 
to enhance the worth of thefons of men, arehere laid heaps 
upon heaps: Go we to another, there we (hall fee no few- 
er 
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er €arricd off by, Jicknefs and difeafes^ and all wearing out 
by time. Go to church-yards, and fee what vaft havock 
thefe do make ; there you may fee the rubbifli of many ge* 
aerations laid heaps upon heaps. Well, fee you nothing of . 

fin in all this ? What think you of all thefe lamentable \ 

evils, miferies, and woes ? Why, fee you nothing of fin 
ill them all ? Sure you are blind if you do not. I rfk 
you, as Jehu did when he faw the dead fons of Ahab, 
2 Kings X. 9. ** Who flew ail thefe >" Who brought all 
thefe fons of pride, wKo not long ago were ftrangely ruf- 
fling it out in the light of warlike glory, down to the jides 
of the pit ? who filled your church-yards with heaps up. 
on heaps, fathers and fons, high and low, rich and poor, 
of all fexes, ranks, ages, and degrees } Surely fin has 
done this ; for as '* by one man fin entered into the world, 
and death by fin ; and fo death pafTed upon all men, for 
that all have finned," Rom. ▼. 12. But if Aill you will 
look upon fin as a fmall and light thing, we have yet ano- 
ther glafs wherein you may have a further fight of it. 

5. Enter the houfe of a foul under trouble of confcience : 
look at a Heman, and you (hall hear him making a heavy 
moan in that 88th Pfalm ; there you fee a man that has a 
foul full of trouble, oppreited with all tho waves and biU 
lows of the wrath of God, almofl diftrafted with the ter- 
rors of God* Now. if you faw one in this cafe crying out 
in anguifli of fpjrit, nay., it may be, tearing himfelf beat' 
ing his breafl^ afk him thereafou of all this diftrefs, he will 
tell you, that it is fin that has done all this. He has no 
reft in his bones for ills that be has done, Pfal. xxxviii. 3. 
And if yet ye have not feen enough of the finfulnefs and 
evil of fin, I (ball give you another profpedl of it, 

6. In the hateful^ monftrousy and enormous crimeSj that 
are committed in the worlds Some fins there are which 
bring along with them infamy and difgraee, even before 
men. Human nature, as corrupt as it is, fitrinks at fome 
fins, they carry in them fuch an evident contrariety to the 
faint remains of oaturallight* Sins there are, which, as 
the apofiile fays, i Cor., v. i. ^^ are t^ot fo much as named 
among the Gentiles." Now, if a man be guilty of any of 
thefe crying abominations^ thefe crimjon fins^ then he be« 
comes odious in the world. Call a man a murderer, an in- 
ccllous perfon, aa abufcr of his parents, or the like, every 

fober 
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fober perfon will flee fromy and flian as a pefl^ the compa- 
ny of fuch an one. But why ? what is the matter? what 
is there fo odious in thefe crimes, that every one flees 
from the perfon guilty of them ? there isjinin tkem^ and 
hence it is they are fo hateful : and the only thing that 
didinguidietU thefe from others, is, that they have difftr^ 
ent circumftantial aggravations: for in the nature of Jin 
they all do agree, the leaft and xhc great eft s the leaftfin 
flrikesat the holy law of God, contemns the authority of 
the great and fupreme Lawgiver, as well as the^rf<3/^y? 
doth* And if fin be fo odious when you get a fuller view of 
it, as it were, in thefe large, thefe great and crying provo* 
cations^ it is no left fo when it is lefs perceptible in thefe 
fins which quadrate better with our vitiated and corrup* 
ted natures ; for indeed the difference among fnis, as to 
greater aiVi6 lefs^ lies not fo much in the nature of the fins, 
as in their different refpefts to our underdanding, arifing 
from the objtfts about »vhich they were converfant. But, 
if after all thefe views of fin, your eyes are fo blinded that 
you cannot fee it, then come to take a view of it, 

7# In the cafe of the damned. Here, here you may have 
a flraiige, and heart-afTcftiug view of fin's ugly face. %tt 
the poor wretches lying in bundles, boiling eternally in 
that flream of brimftone, roaring under the intolerable^ 
and yet tlernal anguifli of their fpirits. Take a furvey of 
them in this lamentable poflure* If you fliould fee fome 
hundreds of men^ women, and children, all thrown alive 
into burning pitch or melted lead, would notth's prefent 
you with z fad fcene of mifery and woe ? would not this 
be a difmal Hght > iodeed it would be fo. But all this is 
nothing to the unfpeakable mifery of the devils and dam- 
ned, who have fallen into the hands of the living and Jin" 
revenging Godf and are laid in chains of ma(Ty and thick 
darknefs, eternally depreffedand funk into the bottomlefs 
depth of the wrath of God, and choaked with the (team 
of that lake of fire and brimftone ; and have tv try faculty 
of their foulf every joint of their body^ brim-full of the/«- 
ry of the eternal God: behold,. and wonder at this terrible 
and aflonifliing fight ; and in this lake a view of fin* Were 
hell now opened, and faw you the damned in chains of 
darknefs, and jf you heard their dreadful -yelling, and 
found the fleam of the bottomlefs pit^ ye would then ia 
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every fenfe get fome difcovery of fin. It is only fin thac 
has kindled that dreadful and inextingui/hable fire of wratft^ 
and caft the damned into it ; and it is fin that holds them 
there, and torments them there. If yon had bnt a jufl im- 
preflion of thefe things, how Hatefnl would it be to you > 
And if, afterall that has been faid, yon ftill imagine that 
fin is hot fo bad as we would reprefent it, then come once 
more, and take a view of it, 

g. In the fufferings ofChriJ}, Here is aglafs, O crimi- 
nals 1 wherein you may fee your own face. Yoii think 
jt a little thing that you have finned ; nay, it may be, 
you roll fin " as a fweet morfel under your tongues." 
But come here, and fee what a thing it is which yon thus 
dreadfully miflake! Come fee it holdinsr the fword s O 
ftrange! nay more, thruJHng it into Chrijl^s fide ! Here, 
finners, i§.a fight that made the earth to tremble, and the 
ftrn to hide his face, as we fee, Matth. xxvii. 51. Luke 
xxiii. 45. In this glafs you may fee, (i.) What God^s 
thoughts offcHare, So highly oppofite to his nature is it, 
that the bowels of afFedlion he had to the Son of his love, 
whom he fo highly honoured, when the voice came from 
the excellent glory, faying, " This is my beloved Son iri 
whom I am well pleafed," were not able to hold up the 
hand of inexorable jnflice from ftriking at him^ nay, flrik'" 
ing him dedd^ for the fin of the cleft world. VVould noc 
that be a great proof think ye, of the averfion of a parent ' 
to any thing, if he would rather choofe to flay his fon, nay 
hia only fon, his fou whom he loved moft tenderly, than 
it fhould cfcapea mark of his difpl«afure ? (2.) Here you 
may fee more of the pollution of fin than any where elfe. 
Never was there any thing that gave fo jufl apprehenfions 
oftheftainof fin, as the death of Chrift. An ingrained 
pollution it muft indeed be, if no lefs ^^j^ ivafhit out than the 
blood of God, (3.) Here is a dreadful evidence of tht power 
of fin. Never did this more appear, than when it blind- 
ed the eyes of the degenerate fons of men, fo far that they 
•could not difcern ** the glory of the only-begotten of iho 
Father, wlio was fo full of grace arid truth," whofe divine 
nature daily beamed, as it were, through that of his hu- 
man, in miraculous operations, works, and words, wlilch 
none but God could* do, but God could ipeak. ' And no 
lefs was the power of fin feen, when it hurried men head- 
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Jong into that heaven-daring pitch of impiety^ to imbrue 
thair hands in the blood of God. Ofinners ! would you fee what 
fin is ? look at it wiih ics hands reeking in the gore aud 
blood of God, and tell what you think of it. 

Hilt it is like, fone of you raay fay, What 13 this to the 
purpofe ? This is not the fin we are guilty of* We have 
never imbrued our hands in the blood of God, and fo here* 
in we cannot fee our crimen* This makes nothing to that 
which now you are doing, the unfolding the heinous nature 
of ihat crime you now implead us as guilty of before God. 
To this we anfwer, 

(i.) Should we grant what is alleged as to your inno- 
cfncy in this maiter^/to be true, yet herein there is much 
cf the nature ofyoutjin to be feen, /jnce it partakes of the 
common nature o£^ fin, with that of the murder of Gods 
and fince it is every way equal tOy if not that very fame^ 
againd which God did evidence his hatred in fo wonderful 
a manner, in the death of his enly begotten Son, whom 
*^ he fpared not, but gave to the death, when he laid on 
him the iniquity of the ele£t world." But, * 

(2.) We fay, that very Jin lies at your door, O finncrs 1 
and if you deny it, I would only afic you one quedion^ 
Dare you hold up your faces, and in the fight of God fa/^ 
that you did receive Jefus Chrifl: the firft time ever there 
was an offer of him made to you ? If not, then you are 
guilty in that yow pra&ically fay, that the putting him to 
death was no crime* You by your pra£lice bear witfiefs to, 
or aflert the juflicc of the Jew's quarrel, and bring the 
blood of God upon your head : and therefore in their 
crimes you may ie^your own. All tlw world, to whom the 
gofpel-report come?, muft either ht for or againft the Jcwa 
in their profecution of him ; and no otherwife can we give 
teftimony againfl them, but by believing the gofpel-repoi^t 
of him, that he vv4s inlced the Son of God, the Saviour 
of the world. In fo far as we refufe a compliance with 
thisy in as far we art guilty of the death ofChriJl : for un- 
beiidf fubfcribes the Jew's charge againfl the Son of God^ 
and afTerts him an impcflor. 

(3.) Either you are believers ox unbelievers ; if believers, 
thenitwas for your very fins that Chrift: was killed, it 
was for your iniquities he was bruifed ; '* But he was 
wounded fox our trafgrclfions, he was bruifed for our ini-. 
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qnhies, the chaftifemcnt of our peace was upon him, and 
with his ftripes we are healed. All we like loft (beep have 
gone aftray : we hare turned every one to his own way, 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all," 
faith the prophet in the name of the elcft, Ifa. liii. 5. 6. 
If you be unbelievers, then" you do not believe the witncf'? 
that Chrift gave of hinifelf, that he is the Son of God ; and 
therefore do practically declare him an impoftor, and wor- 
thy of death, and fo may fay of yonrfelves, with refpe*.^ 
to the Jew's cruelty, that when they con Jcmned him, thty 
had your confcnt to what they did. 

Now, what think ye, O criminals ! when we have, in 
thefe eight different glajfes^ given you a profpedt of thcs 
crime we implead you of? Is it not ^ fearful one ? If you 
be not ftrangely fcnpified^ fure you muft own it fo. B it 
kaft there fliould be any fo blind, as not to difcern what 
it is we accufe them of, we (hall, 

Zfi?/)> Proceed to v[itx\X\ox\ fome great e'oils that are all 
implied in the /frty?y///, in every provocation. This charge 
which we intend againft yoii is no mean thing. For, 

T. It has atheifm in it. An atheifl:, who denies the be- 
kig of a God, is a mottfler in nature; a creature, fo ex« 
tr«me]y degenerate, that fone have doubted, whether 
there ever was, or could be, any of the fons of Adam fo 
debauched as in principle to avouch this raonflrous un- 
truth. But there are pra^lieal atheiO:s, fuch as the apoflle 
mentions and charafterifes, Tit. i. i6# ** who profefs to 
know God, but in works deny him, being abominable and 
difobedient ;"or, as it is inthefirft language, ** Children 
of unperfuafion, or unperfuadable, and to every goot! 
work reprobate." That there are fncb, none can deny, 
fmce ev«ry finner is in fome fort fuchy for every fin has 
atheifm in it. In the 14th and JS^^felms, we have a de- 
fcription of the natural ftate of roan ; and look to the 
fpring of all the impieties, ver. i. •* The fool hath faid 
hi his heart, Tl^ere is no "God ;" and then a train of la* 
snentable pradkical impieties follow ; ** they are corrupt, 
they have done abominable works, there is none that doth 
good." The Pfalroift doth not there difcourfe of fome' 
profligate wretches among the Jews, or of the Gertilcs 
who knew not God, but of the whole race of Adam, Jew 
and Gentile^ as the apoftle proves, in the 10th, nth, 
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aod izth vcrfes of this cliapter, wherein our text lies, 
when he adduces itflimonies from this pfalni, to prove 
all and ever/ cnc to have finned and come fhort of the 
glory of God. And indeed the thing proves itfelf. What I 
do not we deny his fovereignty, when we violate his laws ? 
Do not we deny and difgrace his holinefs, when we cad 
our filth before his face ? And we difparage Ws wifdom, 
. when we fet up our own will as tlie rule and guide of our 
afiions. We deny bis futSciency, when we prcfefs that 
we find ipore in Cm^ or in the creature, than in him. lii 
fine, every /In is a denial of all God^s attributes^ one way 
or other ; and therefore every fin has atheifm in it : fo 
that our charge agtiinft you runs very high, it amounts to 
iio lefs than an impeachment for atheifm : A crime, than 
which there is not, n«r indeed can there be any more odi' 
4ZIS : for all other diftempers naturally fall in here ; they 
all ifTue themfelves into this aiFc£lioa: and hence is it, 
that the athtiH: is generally fo odious and hattrful ; and 
yet even they who hate the at/isifl mod, want not atheifm s . 
and they who will be mofl forward to queilion this truth, 
that all /twiners are guilty of atheifm^ are, it is like, moft 
guilty. This, then^is one branch of the charge laidagainft 
you ; bat it is not all. For, 

2. We charge ycu all yi\ih idolatry. Sinners you are, 
•and every fin hath idolrtiry in it. How can this be? will 
you fiy," we never worfliipped an idol in all' our life, we 
jicver bowed at the name of a ftrange god ? we blefs God 
Me were better taught than fo ; we were not bred papifts 
nor pagans, but reformed Chriftians, who renooncc all 
idol?, and plead for the worihipof one God alone. Well, 
notwithilaiiding of all this, idolaters you are. What I do 
you think that only the mere grofs a(i of idolatry is reputed 
fiich by the holy God ? This certainly flows from your Ig- 
iiorance of him^ and or his laiv. Did you underfland ^/. 
//zcT, you would never attempt your own jufliiication. 
There is not only outward and grofs idoUtry, but there 
is a more fecret and inward fort of it. A fet of men there 
were with whom the prophet Ezekiel had to do, who were 
^9 formal and punctual in their attendance upon duties, 
I mean, the external duties of religion, as you are: exter- 
nally in covenant with God they were, as you are: nor 
is it improbable that they had now abandoned all external 

idolatry ; 
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idolatry ; for the Jews, after the Babyloniih captivity, in 

the time of which Ezekiel lived, never more followed 

idols a9 before* And yet hear the meffage thefe men have 

fent to them by the prophet, in the 14th chapter of his 

, prophecies, *' Son, of man," lays God to him, ** thefe 

. men have fet up their idols in their heart, ^nd put the 

flumbilng-block of their iniquity before their face:" and 

fo he proceeds in the fequel of the chapter, from the 3d 

verfe and downwards, to threaten them with grievous and 

terrible pimifliments. Every one that fets up any thing 

in that room in his heart which is God's due, is an idola. 

ler } for idolatry is the transferring that love, efteero^ 

, con^dence, tru/l, fear, reverence, or obedience, which 

. is due to God, to any creature. Now, who is not guilty^ 

. of this, when he ferves fin? doth he not obey either his 

. own will, or the devil, in oppofition to the command of 

f God, and thereby fubditutes either himfelf or Satan into 

God*i room? Think, O think! upon this part of your 

charge, and tremble! But to proceed, 

3. Every fin has blafphemy in it, it reproaches God. 
. They are not only the blafphemers, who, in reproacft- 
. ful fpeeches belch t>ut againft Heaven, and as the Pfalmift 
expreffes it, PfaL Ixxii* 10. ** Set their mouth againft 
. the heaven, and with their tongue walk through the 
. earth," fparing neither God nor man ; but thefe alfo are 
. blafphemers^ who do in their actions reproach God, 
Numb, XV. 30, 31, '* The foul that doth ought pre- 
fumptuoufly, the fame reproacheth t>he Lord ; and tbat 
foul fliall be cut off from among his people, becaufe he 
.hath defpifed the word of the Lord, and hath broken his 
coromaudment ; that foul fhall be utterly cut off: his ini- 
quity lliall be upon him." Is it a fniall thing to yon, O' 
flnaers, that you have broken the command of God ? It 
may be light and eafy in your eyes, but fee to it whether 
God's word or yours fliall (land. You call it a light 
thing ; but God looks upon himfelf as reproached by it : 
and indeed he juftly looks upon it as a reproach ; for eve* 
ry fin charges him, (1.) With/o//y. God, in giving laws 
to men to walk by, defigned the maniftftatton of his wiC- 
dom, in making fuch laws as became the infinite wifdom 
of the fu pre me Governor of the world: but the finner by 
every iin fays j^raftically, that God's laws arc not v/ifc ; 

E 2;. ' Lift 

» 



54 THE GUILTY SINNER CONVICTED. 

his own will, which he follows in the comroiflion of fin, he 
thinks better. (2.) It rtproaches hi9 goodnefs. The fmner 
fayp, by his pra£tke, that neither God's laws nor bimfel^f 
are good, but that God has, either through ignorance^ or 
follyj or malice^ retrenched him of what raight hare con- 
duced to his good ; that his laws are not calculated to the 
advantage and real good of his fubjedls. {3.) He hereby 
like wife reproaches the righteoufnefs and holinefs ofGody in 
as far as thefe are (lamped upon the law, which he not on- 
ly rejeiisj but tramples upon^ as one that ** believes noc 
God, calls him a liar," 1 John v. 10. So he that obeys him 
not, accufes him eiiher o{ unrig/iteoufnefs or folly. Now^ 
this branch of the charge rifes higher than avowed athe^ 
iftn ; for thp atheift entirely difowns God, and fo enter* 
tains not fuch unfuitable thoughts of him as he doth who 
owns him, and yet accafes him, by his pradice, of igno- 
rance, folly, arid impurity. But this. is not all that is ia 
the crime laid againft you : For, 

I. Every fin hath robbery in it. It ia a rape committed^ 
an endeavdur to carry away fome one or other of the 
crown-jewels of heaven, God has faid, ** He will not give 
his glory to another ;" and one darling part ©f this glory 
is that of his abfolute dominion* Now, crery finner endea- 
vours to rob God of this, and that to clothe either Satan 
or fin with it. The commanding power it would have ta* 
ken from God, and given to itfelf, or fome other, than 
which there can be no greater robbery. Again, the glory 
of God's fovereignty is due to him, in a punctual obedience 
to every one of his commands. He that obeys the com- 
mand, gives God the glory of his authority^ and owns him 
governor of the world ; and this is a part of God's pro- 
perty ; it is the revenue that he requires of the world ? 
and the finner, by every fin be commits, attempts to rob 
him of. this glory, invades his property. We find God 
himfelT managing the charge of robbery againfi: a people 
called by his name, Mai. iii. 8. 9. " Will a man rob 
God \ yet ye have robbed me : but ye fayn Wherein have 
we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are curfed 
with a cutfe ; for ye have robbed me, even this whole na- 
tion." Sol fay to you, You have robbed God : tut you 
will fay. Wherein have we robbed him? I anfwer, In 
ftbat which Is far more valuable than ^^ tithes and off^r- 
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itigs ;^' you have robbed him, and in every fin do rob him, 
of that obedience which to him ** is better than facrifice." 
** Hath the Lord as great delight in bUrnt-oflTerings and 
facrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord } Behold^ 
to obey is better than facrifice, and to hearken than the fat 
of rams," i Sam. zv« 22. But this yet is not all ; vfo 
charge you, 

5. With rebellion^ Every (inner is a rebel againft God % 
he cafts off the yoke of God, burfts the bonds of obedience, 
and cakes up rebellious arms againfl God^ the great fove« 
reign of the world. Rebellion is a thing fo odious, that the 
unjufb imputation of it has been made frequently, like the 
wild beafis flcins with which fome primitive perfeciitors 
clothed the faints of the Moft High, that thereby they 
might fct upon them the dogs to tear them. Men have 
been termed rebels, and h^d this note of infamy put upon 
them, for dtfobeying the unlawful and impious commands 
of men ; white difobedience to the cCFimands of God has 
got a more mild and favourable name ; while duty has 
been called rebellion ; the highefladts of rebellion againd 
the mofl high God, poiTefTor of heaven and earth, fuch as 
drunkennefs, fwearing, perfecution, have been horribly 
irifcalled by the appropriation of foft names; Xh^ drunk* 
ard'hh^httn called st good-fell oiv^ the /wearer 9. gentlenton^ 
and the perfecutor a loyalift. But God 'will take care to 
have thefe abufes rediiied, and to hav% things called by 
their right namesy and then fm, and only ftn, will be found 
to be rebellion ; and this we charge upon y«u. And that 
we have ground to affert every fin rebellion, you may'foon 
fee, if you conHder, that, i Sam. xii. 14, 15* *^ If ye 
will fear the Lord, and ferve hiu), and obey his voice, and 
not rebel againft the commandment of the Lord, then (hall 
both ye, and alfo the king that reigneth over you, con- 
tinue following the Lord your God* But if ye will not 
obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel againft the coni- 
mandment of the Lord, then (hall the hand of the Lord be. 
againft you, as it was againft your fathers." Thus you 
fee, obeying and not rebelling^ dif obeying and rebelling^ are 
plainly tbe fame thing in God's account : God ufes them 
fo ; if you obey and rebel not, if yon difobey and rebel. 
This then is one branch of the charge we now manage a« 
gdinftyou. In God's sanif^ ve accufe you of rebellion^ 

when 
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wlien wc accufe you of fio ; for, as you have juft now 
heard, rebellion and Cia is in fcripture-account, and 
therefore in Go^s account^ one and the fame; and bow- 
heinous this crime is, we find the Spirit of God telling us, 
in that i Sara. xv. 23. *' Rebellion is as the fin of witch- 
craft," Oace more, 

6. We charge murder upon you. An hard charge, will 
• you fay, if it be well proven ; a charge which, if it be 
made good againil us, we deferve by the law of God and 
man to die. Well, as difficult as ycu may think it, wt fliail 
make it good againft every foul of you, and that after this 
manner. You have finned, and every finner is a murderer^ 
and that the worll of murderers. Well might the wife ' 
roan fay, EccU ix. 18. *' On^ finner dtftroyeth mu^h 
good." for, (i.) He murders his own foul by it. What 
is faid of adultery is indeed applicable to every (in, Prov. 
xvi. 3Z. *' He that doth it deftroyeth his own. foul," and 
fo is guilty of that word of wickednefs, feLT-murder, 
He Hays a foul;, and not a body only, who commits idn. 
(2.) Heia in difpofitiona murderer of God, who commks 
fin. This is plain, if you confidcr two fcripturcs: i John 
iii. 5# it is aiTerted, that hatred is murder, " Whofoever 
hateth his brother is a murderer; and ye know that no 
murderer hath eternal life." And Rom. viii. 7. it is 
faid, ** The carnal mind is enmity againfl God." So that 
the natural man, in the flate wherein he is born, is a ha- 
ter, an enemy of God, and therefore in God's account 
a murderer of God ; for indeed he that bates one, for- 
bears murdering only for want either of opportunity, or 
power, or fccrecy, or fomc fuch like advantage. Now, 
every fin is the produfl of that natural enmity, the fruit of 
which grows on the carnal mind ; and therefore mud par- 
take of the nature of the root, muil have enmity or hatred 
againfl God in it, and implies a judging him unworthy of 
a being. That principle of enmity which inclines and 
prompts man to fin, to tread npon God's law, would <tx- 
cite htm to dedroy God, were it polfible ; every fin aims 
at no Icfs than the life of God. We fay not that every or 
any finner doth intend the deflru£lion of God, but that it • 
«s the aim of every fin. A man, in every fin, aima a.t the 
advancement of his own will above that of God's :. and 
could the finner attain his end; God would be dedroyed ; 

foe 
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for GoJ cannot furvive his will. Me can as foon oat-live 
his being as hia glory ; and he that aims 'at the one, aims 
at the other alfo : and this is the caft of every finner. 
Now, I have made it good, that every fin has murder in 
it ; and confequently that all who have finned, as ye all 
have done, have committed murder, and thai of the word 
fort, felf^murder, foul-murder, nay, and God-murder r 
and if the blood of the body of another fliall be required 
at the hand th'dt (lieds ity what do you think will be the 
cafe of fuch as have fhed the blood of a foul ? And if it 
ftand hard with fuch, what will become of the murderer of 
God ? Sure, if fimple murder be avenged, then feif-murA 
der, foul-murder, will be avenged feven times more ; and 
if foul-nuirder be fo evil, and bring complicated deftroc- 
tion upon the guilty, wiiat, O finners 1 think ye will be 
the caie of thefe who fliall be found confpirators againft 
the life of God f 

Now, can ye think th^ crime alleged againft yoa fmall, 
after we have a little opened it to you I fure he who willj 
inuft be totally deflitute of all fen fe of God,' or of reli- 
gion, nay, or reafon. What is greviotis and heavy, if the 
charge of atheifmj idolatry^ blajphemy^ robbery^ rebellion f 
and murder.^ be not fo ? And we have made it appear, 
that our plea, of rather God's plea againft you, amounts 
to no Jefs. But this is far from being all that we have to. 
fay in tlic jufti Scat ion of God, and for your condemna- 
tion. Thefe fins have, 

• :^dly^ Ar^roDaiions as dreadful and guilt-enhancing, 'as 
they themi'oltres ire' gr%at and monftrous* ^ Yon have 1m^\ 
ned, and confequently are guilty of atheifm, idolatry, 
blafphemy, robbery, rebellion, and murder ; but not fim- 
ply ot thefe abominations as in themfelves, but as they are 
attended with a great many fearful and killing aggrava- 
tions, which add extremely to the fcore of the provoca- 
tions, being as it were fo many cyphers put behind the fi- 
gures, which, though in themfelves they be nothing, yet put 
behind, they fwell the number to a prodigious greatnefs. 

I. All thefe evils you have done, notwithftanding a 

great many notable helps you have received againft fin. Not 

to fpeak of what you had in Adam, perfefl ftrength, perfeA' 

will, and perfe£l happinefs, you have not only finned in 

him agaiofl all tliefci but yau who are- here prefcnt have 

finned 
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iinned agatnft maoj notable means afforded yon of God for 
your prefcrvation from fin. (i.) You have liooed in the 
face of the dreadftA threatenings cfCod^s venge/tnce agamfl 
it. You have finned under the very tb under ings of iriount 
Sioai : and when the 6amesof hell have, out of the threat- 
enings of God, been daring you in the face, even then 
you have €lared to provoke tiie Mod High, flighting all 
tbefe formidable evidences of his anger. (2.) You have 
iinned again/} dreadful examples or injiattces of the judg- 
foents of God agalnft offettders. You have, as it were, feea 
your companions turned into hell, and yet you have per- 
fifled in the crimes for which they were ferved fo. Say 
nov/, who of you, in fome one remarkable inftance cr o* 
ther, has not feen the judgments of God againfb fin and 
finners } Sure our land has of late afforded remarkable 
initances not a few. Have you not feen fome, out of a fever 
of iud, fall into fjcknefs, and out of this drop into the bot* 
tomlefs abyfs oi the fcorching wrath of God ? and, notwitb- 
ftauding ail this, you havefmned oni and have not gnarded 
again fl Uri, (3.) You have iinned contrary to great and pre-* 
cious gofpel^pYomifti i thefe great and precious promifes, 
thai are breafls full of light, full of life, confolation, and 
ibrength, full of fpiritual iupplies for flrengthening poor 
men againft the affaults of (in. (4.) You have (inned a^ 
gainft the glorious gofpeUordinances^ all of which are de* 
figned for the dellruAion and ruin of fin, and are the pipes 
through which the fupplies contained in the promifes art 
conveyed to.the Lord's people. (5.) You have finned a* 
gainji all ihejlrivings of the Spirit Jf God with yon^ in or* 
d^nancef and providences / and confequently have refifltd the 
Holy Ghoji in your fins. (6.) You have finned againfl 
that fovereign ordinance of God^ the antitype of the bra* 
xen ferpentf Jefus Chrid, who is lifted up for that very 
end, that he may fave his people from their fins ; and 
bids all the ends of the earth look unto him for that 
end, Iffl. %\v, 22. ^^ Look unto me, and beye faved, all 
the.endsof the earth." The God who has been holding 
him forth to you, who has provided you in all thefe great 
and notable advantages, is the God you have finned 
againfl, whom you have rebelled againfi:, and treated un-* 
worthily in thefe horrid violations of his law, which 
W€ have enumerated to you above* But this is not the 

only 
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dnly aggravation of your fins, that yoa had helps againft 
fin : But, 

2. You have finned againjlthe God of your mercies^ the 
God who has loaded you with his favours. O fad requit- 
al you have given to God for all the ikindnefTes he has 
done to you, fince the morning •£ your day 1 May he not 
JA}iUy, nay^ may we not in his name, lay that to yotir 
charge, which we find him with wonderful folemnity charg- 
ing upon his people, Ifa. i. 2. ^^ Hear, O heavens, and 
give ear, O earth ; for the Lord hath fpoken, 1 have nour- 
idled and brought up children, and they have rebelled a- 
gainfl me." Have not you been nouriilied and brought up 
under the care, and by the providence of God ? and has 
be not met with the fame entertainment at your band ^ 
Now, this is a dreadful aggravation of your guilt. For, 
(1.) It is not one mercy, or two^ but innumerable mer- 
ciesy innumerable kindnefles. Reckon, O finners I what 
the mercies of God are, if you can. Nay, if ye can count 
the ftars in the heaven, or the fand of the fea-iliore, you 
may. David fays in that 71(1 Pfalm, *^ That be knows 
not the number of God's falvation ;" and who may not 
fay with him in this ? God every day prefer ves you from 
many thousands of in conveniences that would destroy you, 
and beAows uppn you many thoufands of mercies. He' 
loads you with his benefits,, and ye load yottriielves with 
your fins againfl: him. Ye turn the point of tftem all, as. 
it were, againit God, and make thefe very mercies he gives 
you weapon3^ of unrighteoufnefs to f)ght againll him. A%- 
his favours, fo your (m» are more than the hairs of your 
b^ad^ Look round you, whatever you fee, whatever you 
enjoy, chothes, food, ^r whatever contributes to the 
cQmfort of life, that you have from hkai and this is the 
Gfod, O (inners^ against whom ye have finned, who treats 
you thijs, " in whom ye live, ropve, and have your being," 
as the apoftle ob4*erves, Ads^xvii* a8. {%.) As the mer. 
cics are many^ againft which. ye have finned, fo they zvt great. 
If any can* be called- fo, theCe which you have at the hand 
of God may. What is great, if all that is needful for life 
and godlinefs be not. Aad no lefs does tke provifion thi«t 
that God has made amount unto ; and no lefsjias the Lord 
Qod given unto you; Has ;iot *' his divide power giy:en. 
to you all tbitigi that p«rt%»a to life and godlinefs?" 

a Pet. 
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2 Pet. i. 3. Have not ye a gofptUdefpenfatioiv, food and 
raiment ? And what is more needful ? And yet againft thefe 
great mercies you have finned. When God has fed you 
[ to the full) Jeihurun-like, you have waxed fat, and kick^ 

I ed egainft the God that has fed you al] your life long, 

I Deut: xxxii. 15. (3.) Ye have iinned notwithdanding of 

a long trad of thefe many and great tindeferved kindnef- 
fes ; and this extremely enhances your guilt. What J 
would he not be looked on as a very moniker in nature, 
who would kill the man that was putting his meat in his 
mouth ? who would watch opportunities againil one who 
had done him wonderful- kindneH'es ? and this is exadly 
your cafe ; you have finned, and that againft the God of 
your mercies. And therefore, (4.) Your fins are all a£ls 
of monftrous ingratitude,* than which nothing worfe can 
be laid to the charge of any man. It is a fin that makes a 
roan worfe than the beaft of the field : *• The ox knoweth 
his owner, and the afs his matter's crib," Ifa. i. 3. The 
dullefl ef beafls know who do them kindne/Tes, and fawn, 
as it were, upon thofe that feed them ordinarily s but ye, 
O (inners ! have kicked and lift up the heel againfl the 
God that has fed you all your life long, and fo are guilty 
pf the mofl: horrid ingratitu<^e. And do you thus requite 
the Lord, O foolifli people and unwife ! But this is not 
ail that may be (aid for aggravating your wickednefs in 
finning againft,God, For, 

3» You have done all this wickednefs without any prc- 
%'Ocation. When fubjedls rebel againfl their fovcreign, 
. they have ufually fome fhadow of excufe for the taking up 
arms againfl him ; but ye have none. What have ye to 
allege iii your own defence, O criminals? What iniqui- 
ty, what fault have ye found in God, that ye have gone 
backward and forfaken his ways? ** Produce your caufe, 
faith the Lord; bring forth your (Irong rcafons, faith the 
King of Jacob,'* Ifa. xli. 21; What have you to offer in 
your jultifioation ? Sure I am, the ordinary pretences 
which are upon fuch occafions made ufe of, to juflify a 
fubflraftion of obedience from the kings of the earth, will 
do you no fervjce. (1.) You cannot, you dare not quar- 
rel God's claim. to the fovereignty of the world. What 
will, what can make it his due, if creation,, prefervation, 
benefits, and tlie fupereminent excellencies of his nature, 
L: . qualifying 
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qualiffing htm as it were for fo great a pofl^ do not give 
a juft claim ! And God has a right to the gOTernment of 
the world upon all thefe accounts. He made us, and not 
wc ourfelves : he is the mighty Prtferver of roan ; he loads 
US daily with his benefits ; and there is none like him to bo 
his competitor. (2*) You cannot allege unjad laws. 
You cannot fay that he has overftrctched his prerogative, 
and with-holden any part of that which*was your uncjuef- 
tionabledue. No: who dare implead the Mod High of injuf- 
tice? " Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ?" Arc 
not his laws mofl ju(l always? and his judgments moil 
righteous? Is he not a God of truth, and without iniqui- 
ty ? Sure h^ is. We boldly bid you a defiance to difcov- 
«r any thing unjuft in that body of laws which God has 
given to the fons of men. Nor, (3.) Can ye allege the 
rigour of his laws, that he is an audftre one, and has gone 
to the utmoft he might with you, exacted all that he pof- 
fibly could. No 5 he has confuUed your good in the frame 
of his laws, and has contrived them fo, that every one who 
under ftands what he fays, mud own, that, had mankind 
been at the making them, they could not by all their joint 
wit, have gone near to make them fo exa^ly anfwer the 
dcfign of the high God— -his glory in the good'of the crea- 
ture, as he has done. 

4. Nay further, your fins hare this aggravation, that 
they are committed without any pro/pe^ of advantage ^ t^ 
countervail the damage you fujlain. Could ye pretend, thac 
y« can by your difobedience gain fome great thing, if it di J^ 
QOt excufe you, it would make you to be piiied, as being 
overborne by a very great temptation. But this cannot, 
dare not be alleged: no ; yon *' fpend your money for that 
which is not bread, and your labour for that which dotli 
not profit." You can make no hand of it. You offend 
the God of your mercies without any provocation, and 
that for a very trifle. He has not dood with you upoa 
the greated, and ye fcruple the lead points with hira ; 
yea, for a very lliadow of pleafurc, ye danil npt to offend 
him. Nay, 

5, You fin, notwithdandlng the interpofition of the mofl 
foiemn vows to the contrary ; and therefore we might have 
made this one of the ingredients of Cny perjury. All t)f 
7011, who arc now before the Lerd^ (land folemnly CDgaged 

F td . 
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to fear, and obry, and iervc the Lord, all the days o/ your 
lives. When you were offered to God in baptilmy then 
j'ou came under the vows of God ; and vhen you liavc giv- 
en your prei'euce in the public aH'emblies of God's people, 
finte ye came to age, ye have (blemnly owned and ratified 
thefe vows ; and yet, notwiihflandiiig all thefe, you have 
finned againfl.God, even yoor covenanted God ; and there* 
fore there is perjury in all vonr ilusr You have defpifed 
ihe oath in breaking the covenant of your God. 

6. When you have finned, and continue to fin againffc 
God, yet ye continue to profejs fealty andjubjedion to hitnj 
?i]d thtrtby add fearful hypocrify and mockery to ycur 
^ i eked n els ; like that profane people with whom the pro- 
phet Malachi had to do, who dealt traitoroufly with God, 
wearied him with their wickednefs, robbed bim of his due, 
and yet aflerted their own innocency in ail; and this, 
throughoiu the vhole of that book, is charged upon them 
as an aggravation of their gnilt. Their profelCon they 
ftill kept up, and challenged God to ihow wherein they 
had failed of their duty. Now, this is miich your cafe ; your 
very appearance here carries in it fuch a challenge. 
Would ye come here without fcruple, and fo boldly rufli 
into God's prefcncc, whom ye have offended, were ye H«jt 
at this with it, that ye judge God either knows not, or 
will not be ofTended with what ye have done. 

Now, you have heard your charge opened. It is not, 
as we have faid before, fome petty mirdemeanor that is li- 
belled againdyoH, but crimes as black as hell, atheifm^ i- 
dolatry^ blafphemy^ robbery^ rebellion^ and murder^ and that 
againli the God of your mercies, over the belly of a great 
niany notable- preventing means of grace, in fpite of the 
moil folemn/vows to the contrary, without any ihadow 
of provocution, any profpedi of real advantage \ and all 
this, notwithftanding a great many profeflions to the con- 
trary. 

Here is the fum and fubftance of your indiclment, enougk 
to make heaven ai^d earth aftoniflied, that God docs not in 
fury fall upon us, and make an utter end of us. If every 
one faw his own concernment in this matter, how would 
we be efFe6ied? it would make a flrange work in this houfe. 

This, OYmners ! is your charge: what have ye to an- 
swer to it ? Plead ye guilty or nt^t ? Surcl am, every 

foul 
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foul in this houfe nny fay with Job, in that 9ih chapter 
of his book, and 2oili verfe, *' If I jullrfy myfclf, mine 
own mouth jliall condemn mt 5 ff I fay 1 am perfcdl, it 
ihall alfo pr6ve me perverfo." If you plead guilty, and 
lake with the charge, what means this fecurity we fee a- 
mong yoii ? ** Is it not a dreadful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God?" I3 it an cafy thing to, fnfFer 
the puniibm^nt doe to fuch crimes ? Sure non& can fa/ 
it is. 

Bat it may be, fomeof you may be reaJy to fay, Indeevl 
we cannot d^ny ourfelvcs to be tinners. God help us, for 
we have all finned ; but indeed we never thought, nor 
can we yet think, that every fin hath in it all tliefe mon- 
ftrous eviU you have mentioned. God forbid we were all 
of us atheills, iJol'ators, blafphemcrs, robbers, murder- 
ers, and perjured rebels, 33 you have made us. No: \v» 
bave indeed (inned, but our eonfciences did never accufc 
us of any fuch monftrous impieties as thefc are. To thoftf 
who (hall dare to fay, or think fo, we anfwer, (i.) We 
do indeed believe, that n^any of your eonfciences did nev-* 
er accufe you of any fuch crimes. Many of you keep the 
eyes of confcience fafl (hut in ignorance. You fear to 
bring your deeds to the light of a well-informed con- 
fcience, left they fhould be reproved. Others of you have 
iirtncd your eonfciences affeepy or rather you have abti fed 
thfim, fo that they are either faint, that they cannot fpeak 
load, or ftupified, that they cannot fpeak at all. But alt 
tl)4s will not prove your innocence as to the crimes alleged* 
Wherefore, {2.) Who has the jufter eftimate of fin, God 
ot you? Who knows beft what malignity, what evil 
there is in its nature? Surely God knows beft what the 
honour of his own laws and authority is, and how far it is 
trampled upoa by every (in. We are but of yeflerday^ 
and know nothing. (3.) Whof* word, think ye, will 
(land, Gdd!s or your's ? God has by his word rpprefented 
no lefs to be in it than we have faid to be in ft, and there- 
fore there is no lefs in it. God will reckon fo, and deal 
with you not accordin^g to the judgment ye make of fin, but 
that which he makes. We have made it appear, from the 
word of God, that fin' is fuch as we have rcprefented it ^ 
and if ye think more mildly of it, be doing, and behold the 

ifftic. 
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Having thus opened to you your indidiAent) I (hall 
now proceed, % 

Secondly^ To lead witneiTes againft you to prove the 
charge, according to the method we laid down for tbe 
inanagefflent of this buHnefs, in our entry upon the im- 
provement. 

But before we brgin this work, we fliall briefly obviate 
a difficulty that may be darted againd the whole of what 
we are to fay under this head. To wiiat purpofe is it, may 
feme fay, to lead xuitneffes to prove a charge which is con- 
fefted } Who denies this, that they are tinners ? every one 
will readily own fo much ; and therefore any thing that 
is faid to prove fuch a thing feems perfeAly lofl. To this 
iliortly we fay, (i.) Though every body acknowledges that 
they are guilty ; yet few^ very /•if, believe lo be true 
what tjiey theoifelves are ready to fay in this matter. We 
all own ourfelves£»i7^y of fin ; but were it believed, would 
not every eye be full oi tears? every heart full of fears ^ 
Would not our knees, Belfliaz2er-like, beat one againfl ano* 
ther, every face gather palenefs, and every mouth be full of 
that enquiry, ^^ Men and brethren, what lliall we do to 
be faved ?" Sure they would ; and that it is not fo^ is a 
clear and unquedionable proof that we do net really be- 
lieve what we fay. (2.) Were our only defignV^o juftifjr, 
God in any nicafurcb he has taken, pr may take^^to puniili. 
MS, then indeed fnch an ack7iowledgmtnt were fi)<]Scient to 
Ibuad a fentence of condemnation on, and to free God 
from any imputation of injuftice in punifliing tlicm who^c* 
knowledge the crime : but our defign is of another fort 5 
we arc to ftudy to bring you to fuch a fcnfe of your fin, a& 
ifiay put you to enquire for a relief. And therefore, (3.) 
We are taufe all methods which may in any meafure con^ 
tribute to the furtherance, of this defign; we are to effay 
all wivs lo awaken you out of that fectjrily wherein >ou 
are like lojleep on^ till you be entirely ruined, and there 
be no remedy or relief for yen. 

This prejudice being taken out of the way, we (hall now 
proceed f to lead t fie witnejfes againft you. We hive laid 
the blackefl of crimes to' your charge, and we have the 
flrongeft evidence that you are guilty : for we can prove 
guilt upon you by witneffes, which may be compared with 
any, either as to capacity or integrity ; witneHes who 

are 
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are faithful in this ipatjter, and «pill not lie, according to 
the charaaer given by the wife man^ Prov. xiv* 5. " A 
faithful wltnefs will not lie." WitneiTcs they are who 
cannot be furpeded of partial counfcl, who never -would 
haveadvifcd you to fm^ and who take no pl<^fure in 2c- 
cufingyott-;. and therefore cannot be fufpe£led of malice, 
or of any ill or invidious defign againfl: you, as ^^txc ^afy 
to make appear of every one of them whom we flikll name. 

Take heed, therefore, we befec'ch you, to their tcftw 
roony. The gravity and confeqnence of the matter, the 
quality, of the witneffes, being the greatefl in heaven or 
earth, aivd your own concernment in the whole, do join 
jn pleading for your attention. O criminals I as your 
crimes are great, fo is the evidence we bring againd you 
great* For, 

i/?, The Lord is wiinefs againft you. As be faid of old 
to bis people, in Jer. xxix. 23. fe he fays to you. Young 
and old of you> who are here prefent, you have finned : 
^^ Even I know and am a witnefs, faith t)ie Lord." God, 
who cannot lie, accufes you as guilty of fin : And if we 
fay fhf^ we have not finned, we make him a liar, and \\\.\ 
word \\ not in os," i John i. 10. Here is a witneia agairi^ 
you, O finncrs ! to whofe charge, I am fure^ you have nc. 
thiu^to lay. MaUcc he purges himfelf of, £zek. xxxiii, 
3.|-. '.^S As' 1 live, faith the Lord, I have no pleafure in Uie 
ffictth of the wickedf but that the wicked turn from his 
;Wa)laiid live." Could it beany pleafure to ruin the work 
of Ins own hand? ? No f ure, 

z//y, Jefus C A rift the eternal Son ofCod^ the Amen and 
Faithful Witi^fs^ gives id evidence againft you. — He came 
to bear wjtuefs to the truth ; and this was one of the great 
truths to which he bare wiinefs, That all have finned, and 
tlierefore are under a fentence of condemnation, wh>clr can 
no othcrwife be repealed, but hy believing on the name 
of the only begotten Son of God, John iii. 18. ** He that 
believeth on him, is not condemned : but he that believeth 
not, is condemned already, becaufe he hath not believed 
in the name of the only' begotten Son of God." Chrift's 
,ystxy name bears witnefs to this truth. He is called ^^ Je- 
fus, * becaufe he fhall favc his people from their fins,'* 
/ Matth, u ai-— And how could h^ fav« them from their 
Uns^ had they b»d^ none ? 
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3i/y, Guilty you are, f*or the Spirit of truths John xir. 
17. c&lts you fo. It IS one of the offices of this glorioua 
perfon of the ever-bleflcd Trinity, to convince the world 
of fin, John xvi. 8, ** And when he is come, be will con- 
vince the world of fin," If this glorious witnefs would 
now fpeak, as fome times he has done, wc (faould then need 
no more witnefTes. He would finifh the evidence, and 
mike it anfwer oar defign* Thus we fee, that there are 
Three in heaven that bear recorc!, and fet to their feal to 
this great truth, the Father, Son, and Spirit. Now, 
fure we cannot refufc what they bear teftimony to. Any 
crime, however great, is fufSciently proven by the concur- 
ring teftimenies of two men; and, ^^ if we receive the witn«fa 
f)i men, the witnefs of God is greater," i John v. 9. Bat, 

4tAlyj God^s deputy in your bofoms is a witnefs of this 
great but fad truth, that ye have all -finned. Ye are wit- 
nefTes agatnft yoarfelves, and have actually given teflimo- 
ny againd yourfelves in this matter; and that (i.) In 
your baptifm* When you were baptifed, you did then own 
yourfelves guilty ; for as ^^ the whole need not thephyfi- 
cian, but the fick," Co the clean need not wafliing, but the 
defiled ; and he who waflies owns himfelf defiled. (z«} 
Your attendance on gofpel-ordinances is a teftimoiay to 
this truth, that you have finned ; for they all level at the 
falvation of fmners. (3.) The very name whereby you arc 
called is a teflimony given to this truth. Chrifltans yoti 
are called ; and if anjr body (hould deny you to be fo, yna 
would lake it Very highly, and look upon it as a notable 
indignity done you. Well, if ye be Chrtftians, that is, 
the people of ChriH, then you arefinners ; for he came to 
*^ fave his people from their fins," Matth. i. 2i. (4*) Is 
there any among you that ever prayed for pardon of fin ^ 
Sure, thefe who hava not done fo, deferve not the nane of 
Chridians ; and thefe who have done fo, whether young or 
old, rich or poor, have borne witnefs againA themfelv^a 
in this matter. And there is one day, when yonr coii« 
fciences, that may now either be filent, or obliged to.fpeak 
fo flow that they can fcarce well be heard, fhall not only 
fpeak to make you hear it, but force you to fpeak this fad 
truth, fo tblt others may hear it diflVndly. But farther, 

Sthly^ The fori ptures bear witnefs againfl you, that you 
ibtve finued. This 1$ every where their voice. The took 
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of Goil 13 full of this certain arid fad trntb. Look but 
forward to the. loth verfe of this chapter, and there you 
(hall fee a cloud of teftimonies to this porpofe. ^^ As it is 
written, there is none righteous, no, not one ; there is 
none that underftandeth, there is none that feeketh after 
God. They all hare gone out of the w&y, they are toge- 
ther become unprofitable, thcfre is none that doth good, 
no, not one/' Among all the race of Adam, the fcrip* 
tnres of truth make not one exception ; and therefore ye 
arc- all guilty; for ** the fcripture cannot be broken," 
John X. 35. 

dthlyy The puni/iers of the Go/pel bear witnefs againd 
yoo, that ye have iinned. This is ourwork, to be witneiTes 
to the truths of God, of which this is one, that all have 
iinned ; and to this truth we give tedimonr, (l.) In that 
the very delign of our office proclaims this truth, and af- 
ferts the undoubted certainty ofit« What the dtffgn of 
our office is, the apoflle, in that i Tim. \v. 16. fiiortly 
tells vs it is to fave oorfelves and them who hear us. We^ 
and ye who hear us, are (inners, bee a a (e we need to be fav- 
ed. Ati office fet up for the faring of fouh, is a {landing 
teftimony and witnefs to this truth, that all have fmned ; 
and when a minifler com^i to any congregation, then it is 
one part of his bufinefs to bear witnefs for God, that all of 
rhem hare finned. {2.) We ghre tefiimooy to this troth, that 
ye have finned, in as far as we do proclaim to you, in God^ 
name, and by the warrant of his word, that ye have finned, 
and thereby come ihort of the glory of God. (3.) We give 
a tedimony 10 this great truth^when we preach Chrift to 
you ; for the whole gofpel«revelation goes upon this fup* 
po/ition, that all have iinned. When we offer you a fa* 
viour, weaiTert that you arelod} when wt prefs you to cm* 
ploy a phyiician, we aflfert that yoa are lick ; when, in 
Chrift's (lead, we entreat and bcieech y6u to be reconciled 
to God, w^ d^lare yeu are enemies. In fine, whea 
we proclaim to you remiflion of iins, we clearly give tefti- 
ujony againft you, that ye are iinners, who ftand in need of 
pardon; (4,) The iitueof onr work will prove you all fin* 
thtrs* One of two will iufalliblr be the iiTueof our work 
araong you $ either we will obtain your coufent to the 
h\€(M gofpel-contrivaoce for the falvation of (inners, or 
we QmM bafe a rcfuial givea ua 1 and whatfoevcx way wc 

go, 
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gY>) we fhill in the ifTue give a udimony to this truth; 
if wc obtain a. favourable an fwcr, then we qjuft bear t<rAi- 
irtonyj that you did receive Ciirift our Lord upon his own 
tfrms, and therefore were Tinners ; if you rejccl the coiin* 
fa! of God againil yourfclves^ then we bio ft bear witnefs 
that your are guUty of the greateft fin which any of tlic 
fons of Adam can be guilty of^ unbelief ; which n>akc» God 
arliaf, 39 the apoftle John has it, i John ▼. lo. " He 
that believeth not God hath made him a liar, becaufe he 
believeth-not the record that God gave of his Son ; and 
this is the recard, that GoJ hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son." Moreover, 

ythly, The whale creation a/Terts this truth, that all 
have finned and come fl^ort of the glory of God ; and con-, 
fcquenily that part of it which ye »fe, aiTerts no lefs of 
you in particular.' The apoftle, Rom. viii. 22. tells us, 
that *^ the whole creation groaiieth and. travaileth in pain 
together until now." Thefe creatures you daily ufe, they, 
groan. If your ears were not deafened by (in, you might 
hear the very groans of the ground you tread upon, of the 
food ye eat, and of the raira«nt ye put on. Well, what is 
the matter > what occafions the{e groans i The apoible lelU 
us in the 20th and 2ifl verfes 6f that chapter, it is tviade 
fub]e£l ro vanity, and to the bondage of corruption ; ** for 
the creature was made fubjed to vaniti^, not willingly, but 
t>y reafon of him who hath fubjeOed the fame in hope} bt- 
caVife the creature itfelf fljall aKo be delivered from the bon- 
dage of corruption, into t lie glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God." Here the apoftle e/terts, (i.) That " the 
creature is made fghjefl to vanity ;" that is, is liable to be 
abu fed by men, to other ends than it was at iiril: defigned' 
for: it is f»b}eft to this vanitv, of falling fliort of the de. 
fjh of its creation, whieh %vas the glory of God, and of be. 
ing abiifed to his diflionour through the corruptioaof matu 
{z.) He aiterts, that it was not willingly made fob}ea.toit. 
Oihame! the brute creatures condemn roan. Man wm. 
willingly fubjeft to vamty, did willingly defift from the 
proTe^ution of that which was the defigo of his. creation^ 
The reft of the creatures, are palQve in itf it is a fort of 
force pnt upon them. It is a vieUnee done to ih^ crea- 
tures, when they arc fo abiifed to the ferrice 6f fin: it is 
contrary to their very naturcs.j for .they ftilj contitiu^ ac- 
cording* 
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cbrding to the laws which God fet them in the begiDDing. 
(3.) The only thing that makes thera continue in be ingt 
when they are fo abufed by man, is the appointment of God. 
He continues them in being* not for this end, to be abofed 
to a fubferviency to the lufts of men, though they mafec 
this ufe of the goodnefs of God ; bu: that, by the contin- 
ued effefls of it, and proofs of nndeferved kindncfs,'hc may 
lead them to repentance. (4.) Thcapoftle afferts, tbat^hc 
creation ihall be a (barer with the fons of God, in their 
glorious delivery from the bondage of corruption, that is, 
when the children of God, thefe who have received Chrifl:, 
and by him power to become the fons of God, ihall be fully 
freed from the remainders of the guilt, power, and. pollu- 
tion of fiu, then the creature fliall no more be ufed contra- 
ry to God's dffign in its creation, but fliaU» in the hand of 
the rational creature, again become an inftruioent for fliew- 
ing forth the glory of God, as it was at firft deTigned to be. 
And to Jliew that the condition of the creature requires 
^^^h {S') He in the 72d verfe alTerts, that the whole crea- 
tion groanetb, that is, complains of its hard ufagc, of its be- 
l»g abufed by men's* fin; and he extends this to the whole 
creation, that there may be no accefs for any who ufe tb« 
•reatnres to free thcmfelves of that which the coaplaint runs 
againft, :o wit, fitn How can any frcehimfelf of fin, while 
all his enjoyments witnefs againft him, that he has finned. 
O finners ! the fun that iliines upon ycu groans, (hat it 
mufb give light to a finner, one who ufes the light for an 
eneoaragement tO'fin againfl God. The ground ye tread 
upon groans with. the weight of finners. The food that 
feeds you complains, that it moft be fo horribly pervertedas 
to ferve the lufls of a finner, as to furnifhone with /trength 
to fin aga)nf):God. See Hab. ii. 11. James v« 3. 

Zthly^T he judgments of God bear witnefs againft you. -As 
many rods as have ever been upon you, as many witncflTes 
are thereof this fad truth. The rod of God fpeaks ; for 
we are commanded to hear the rod, Micah vi, 9. " The 
Lord's voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wifdom 
fliall ^ee thy name : hear ye the nod, and who hath ap- 
pointed it." Every ftroke that the hand of God lays up- 
on us fpeaks r and the fir ft thing it fays, is. Ye ha'oe finned^ 
and come fliort of the glory of God» For affliction doth not 

fpring out of tliq ground^ nor doth trouble arife out of the 

» duft. 
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dufl* And here we may boldly, with Eli pliaz, Job. iv.7. ehal* 
leugc you to give one inilancc of any innocent who ever fuf- 
fered the leail wrong or trouble. ^^ Keni ember, I pray 
thee," lays he to Job, *' who ever periflied, being innocent > 
or where were the righteous cut off?" as if he had faid. 
Search the records of ancient times; rub up the memory, 
and give me but one irflance of any perfon who iuifered, 
and* was not a finner. I defy thee to give one indance* 
Indeed he was out in the application of that unqutl^ionable 
truth: for he did thence endeavour to infer, that Job was 
a hypocrite. As to the application, we are not concirntd 
in it ; but for the truth itfelf, that we own, and challenge 
you to inllance any* Our bleffed Lord indeed was free of 
perfonal failings, but not fo of imputed ones; for the Lord 
*^ laid upon him the iniquities of us all, and he was wound** 
ded for our tranfgreifions." And therefore his fufferings 
are nowife inconfiilent wl(h this truth, that none fuffer 
but fjnners ; and therefore your fufferings are a proof, and 
do teftify, that ye have finned; " for God doth not afflid 
.willingly, nor grieve the children of men," Lann iii. 33* 
- He takes not pleafure in afiiding his own creatures 9 but 
when he does ir, it is for their fins. What God in his fo^ 
rereignty may do, a« to the pfTniiking or rather afflidtlBg 
of an innocent creature, we (bait not determine. Learned 
men have learnedly, I may fay, played the fool, or trifled 
in debating this point, the determination whereof makes 
nothing to edification, were it pofiible to determine it fat* 
isfaSorily. If any Ihould «ik me^ Can God punifii or aiHi^ 
an innocent creature? I fiiould anfwer, (i.) That qttcf- 
tions about what God can do are dangerous, and ought for* 
Hiofl: part be forborne, (a.) Puniih an innocent creature 
he cannot, for that prefuppofeth a fault. (3.) God, in the 
fivll: formation of his creatures, did fet them fuch a law for 
their rnle, as did lead tlwm direftly to the highcft perfec- 
tion their natures were capable of; and they walking ^c. 
cording to that rule, /* e, being innocent, it is hard to 
conceive how they could fall fhort, or in any meafure 
fwerve from the end. If it be ftill inquired^ Whether God 
may not, In his abfolutefov^reignty, pafs over this, which 
fecms to be the fixed and fettled order of his conduS towards 
the creatures, and alHi£t them, or fuffer them to meet witb 
incpnveaieuccs; while they hold cloie to the rule that 

God 
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God has fet tjieni ? If I fay, any flates the qHcnian thn 
Then, (4.) I (hall only propofe another queftion to the 
inquirer. Can there poflibly fall within the conipaf* of 
God'a knowledge a defijgn which will make it worthy of 
his infinite wifdom and goodnefs to do fo, to break this 
law of nature, which is every way fnited to his wifdom and 
goodnefs ? If he fay, there niay^ then he is obliged to pro- 
duce it, which he will find hard enough to do: if he fay 
not, then he determines the qncftion in the negative, but 
dangeroufly enough ; for who knows the infinitely wife 
defigns which may fall within the cdmpafsof the thoughts 
of the octnifcient God, whofe ways and thoughts are 
as far above the thoughts of man, as the heavens are a- 
bove the earth ? But whatever be in this nice debate, 
wherein we (hall not entangle ourfelves, the truth we 
have advanced is certain, that no iiiflance can be givern 
wherein God has afilided thofe who have been a Ifo lately 
free from fin, inherent or imputed: and therefore tkerods 
of God are witnefTes againfl you, that ye have finned. 
Speak, O finners ! did you never meet with an afHidionin 
body or mind, in your pcrfons or familicB, in yoiirfelves 
or in your relations, young or oW? Who, or where is 
the man or woman that never had a crofs ? I believe that 
perfon is fcarce to be found in the world who has no com» 
plaints, that is, who have no croffes. Well then, as liiany 
crofTes as ye have had, as many witneflcs arc there in ^iv.* 
ing in teflimony agsinfl: you, that you have finned. For 
so finning, no fu£fering« 

i^thly^ In fine, to name no more witnefTes, Death the 
king af terrors^ is a witncfs againfl you, and gives teflimo- 
ny againft all, that they have finned ( for ^^ the wages of 
fin is death," Rom. vi, 3^3. It is only fin that gives death 
a power over yoii. If any of you can plead exemption 
from death, tben*you may with fome reafon plead free- 
dom from the charge we have laid againfl you ; but if nor, 
then in vain will all pretences, fhifts, and evafions be. It 
may be, that we fliall not, no not by the teflimony of all 
tlie famous witnefTis we have led againfl you, bring you 
to conviction of fin : but when Death, the king of terrors^ 
begins his evidence, he will convince you, ere he has 
done with you ; for be will fend you where ye fliall be con- 
vinced not much to yourcomfort« Death is a ferjeant to 

the 
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the great King ; and when he takes you, arrets you, cites 
yoa aAon to appear before the bar that is Jn the higher 
boufe, how will your hearts fail you then > O finners I 
the fight of the grim meffenger Death, of the executioner 
Satan^ of the place of torment hell, and tke awful folem- 
nity of the Judge of tlie quick and the dead, will fuper- 
cede any further proof, and will awaken the mod fleepy 
confcience, which will then be, not only witnefs^ but judge, 
and even executioner, to tho(e who fliall not be able to 
plead «n intcreft in Chrlft Jefus^ who have never been 
convinced foundty t>f fin at the bar of the word. 

Thui we have made good our charge againft all and e- 
very one of you, by the teftiiuony of a great many witnefTes 
of utiqueftionable credit* It is therefore high time, O fin- 
ners] for you to bethink yourfelves what ye fhall anfwer 
when ye are reproved. 

Hitherto we have held in the general : we have charged 
fin upon you al]> without fixing any particular (in upon 
any particular fort of pcrfons* Now we come to that which, 
in the next place, we propofed in management of this chai^ge 
againfl you ; and that is. 

Thirdly, To make good the charge, by dealing par- 
ticularly with the confciences of feveral forts of perfons a- 
mong you, to bring you, if poffible, to a fcnfe of your fin^ 

All who are in this houfe may be ranked, according to 
the apoftle John's divifton, into children^ young men^ and 
fathers: or into children^ thofe of a middle cj^, ,and old 
perfons. Under young men and women are comprehended 
all thofe, whether they have families or not, who are not 
come to declining years, who are yet in the flower of their 
ftrength and vigour. To each of them I would apply my- 
felf in a way of conviction, and endeavour to bring them 
to a fenfe of fin, and that even of particular iins. 

But that I may proceed in this with the more clcarnefs, 
I fliall premife a few things, which may dear the way to 
what we defign upon this head. And, 

i/?, There are two great defigns which every man (hould 
continually aim at, ufefulnefs here, and happinefs hereaf- 
ter. We come not into the world, as fonoe fooliflily 
apprehend, to fpend or pafs our lime^ and no more of it. 
No ; God has cut us out our work. We are all, in fome 
ilatlon or other^ to lay out ourfelves for the advancement 

of 
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©€thc glory of God in this world. Every one 5s furnifli* 
cd with endowments Dsore or Icfs. To foint God has giv- 
en an ample flock, many talents ; to fome fewer ; and to 
foone but one. : All have received ; and if all do not em- 
ploy their endowments, fuppoiing they appear vtry incon- 
fiderable, they will iind it hard to^nfwer for the mi<im- 
provement. He who had but one talent, for hin negle^) 
of it had a dreadful doom pronounced again(t him, Matth. 
XKv. 30, *' Caft ye the unprofitable fervant into utter 
darkuel'a ; there iliall be weeping and gnafliing of teeth. 
We are not born to ourfelves only', but to the world, and 
therefore we fliould dciign ufefulnefs in it, and withal 
Ihould take a due care of our own principal concern, the 
falvation of our fouls. If he who provides not for his 
own faraily« has denied the faith, and is worfe than an 
infidel) ? Tim. v, 8. what mufl he be that provides not - 
for his own foul i 

zdly^ Whatever thoughts, words or anions, have no 
ufefulnefs or fubfef viency to one or other of thefe ends, 
areiinful: by the law of God and nature this holds true. 
If we do, fpeak, or think, any thing that has no tenden- 
cy to promote jeit her our temporal or eternal happinefs, 
then in fo doing we (in Againll God ; we throw away thefe 
powers of fpeaking^ thinking, and ailing, upon that which 
God n-ever defrgned them for ; and this is a manifcfl abufe 
o£a talent bellowed by God. The Lord complains of Je- 
rufalcm's indulging vain thoughts, Jer, iv. 14. ** Ojc* 
rufalem, wafli thine heart from wickednefj, that- thou 
roayefl be faved : how long (ball thy vain thoughts lodge • 
within thee?" 

3d/y, Mueh of our fitnefsdr unfitnefs for proftciiting • 
thtfe ends, depends upon the right or wrong management 
of our youth. Idlenefs, vicioufnefs, and folly, in our 
childhood, has a tendency to incapacitate us in our riper 
years for profccuting liie dcfigns of our being. Childhood 
and youth are, as it were, a mould wherein men are cafl, 
and fuch ufually do th^y continue to be, as they then have 
been formed ; which lets us fee how much depends upon 
the right management of children) of which the wife man 
was well aware; as we- fee, Prov. xxii, 6. ** Train up a 
child,*' fays he by the Spirit of God, '* in the way h& 
/liould go, and when he is old he will not depart from it." 
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/\thly^ Thefe anions ia children, which people overlook 
j^eneraliy, and judge fcarce culpable, yet are, upon a dou* 
Me account, evil; fiiA^ in that they flow from a bitter 
root, that cannot bring forth good fruit ; I mean that 
curfed bias and depravity of nature, which prompts to 
evil, 40 that only, and that continually ; and next, becaufe 
they have a tendency to incapacitate for the future. An 
ill habit, contraded when young, cannot foon be worn off, 
nay, uniefs grace do interpofe, and that with more than 
ordinary influences, fome vicious habits contracted in 
youth can by no pains or endeavours be laid afide. Had 
man's nature remained incorrupt, as it was in Adam, then 
certainly thefe follies and extravagancies, into which chii- 
hood and youth are precipitated, had not been known ; there 
ihould not any of thefe vicious inclinations have been found 
which are now the bane of youth and of childhood. 

f^tlily^ We premife this, that the law of God is ex- 
ceeding broad and exteniive,^ Pfal. cxix. 96. '* 1 have 
feen an end of all perfedion, but thy commandment is ex- 
ceeding broad*" Some people do (trangely, in^ their de- 
luded apprehenfions, narrow the law of God. There is a 
; general miftake here ; few, very few, do believe how cx- 
tenfive it is; and therefore mofl: part are clean and pure in 
their own eyes, thongh they be not waflied from their ini- 
quities. But David, a man according to God's own heart, 
a man in{lru£ked of God in the fpiritual meaning of God^s 
law, entertained other thoughts and apprehenfions of the 
matter : he found it exceeding l}road and ex ten five. For, 
(i.) It extends to words and thoughts, as well as to actions. 
Many of you do, it may be, dream that if you do no abo- 
minably wicked adion, thongh yon live in a courfe of 
vain and idle thoughts snd words, it is no matter: but 
deceive not yourfelvfs in tbisrefpcd; for God judges ' 
otherwife. Indeed his word has told us, that he will 
bring every work into judgment, Eccl. xii. 14. " For'" 
God fliall bring every work into judgment, with every 
fecrct thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.** 
3ut he has no where told us, that words and thoughts 
fhall go free. Nay, upon the contrary, he has exprcfs- 
ly toid us, that we mud give an account of idle 
words, Matth. xii. 36, 37. ** But I fay unto ytfXi^'*^ faitH 
the Amen, and faithful Witnefs, '* that every idle word 
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that men fhallfpeak^ they (ball give an account thereof in 
the day of judgment ; for by thy words thou ihdlt be juf- 
ttfied, and by thy words thoa (halt be condemned." And 
m that forecited Jer, iv. 14. the removal of vain thoughts 
is indifpenfibly required, in order to the faWation of Je- 
rufalem ; which fays plainly, that an indulged courfe of 
them would inevitably ruin its for, as the Spirit uf God 
tells us, Prov. xxiv. 9, ** The thoughts of fooHflincfs is 
iin." And indeed it is no wonder that they be reputed fo 
by God, the fearcher of the hearts, who knows xha. 
thoughts af^ir off; and be condemned by that word that 
is a difcerner of the thoughts of the heart, fince all evil 
flows from the thoughts, words and anions being but indu 
cations of tf/he thoughts of the heart. And therefore, 
when Siixran Magus is reproved by the apcftle Peter, in 
that 8th of the Ails, for his wicked defire to bay the Holy 
Qhofl, or rather the power of conferring the gift oi the 
Holy Ghoft by the impofitiou of hands, he is not rebuked 
for his words, though he fpoke it, but for his thoughts, 
becAufe it was there fin began. Ads viij« aro* ^^ Hut 
peter f^id to him, Thy money periili with thee, becaufe 
thou ha(t thought that the gift of God may be purchafed 
with moiiey. Thou had neither part nor lot in this mat- 
ter, for thy heart is not right in the fight of God, Re- 
pent therefore of this thy wickednefs ; and pray God, if 
|>erhap3 the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee." 
(2.) The law of God is broad, in that it extends to all 
forts of anions ; not only to thofe which immediately r*- 
{ped God, and thefe which refpedt our neighbour or 
Qurfelves ; but even to our natural actions, eating and 
drinking, and to our plowing or fowing, or the like, 
which cannot fo eafily be reduced to any of thefe ae- 
ther claflTes : for. we are told by the Spirit of God^ 
that ** the plowing of the wicked is fin,'* Prov. xxi. 
4* (3O ^^® broadnefs of God's law is confpicuoas, in 
ks reaching all forts of perfons, young and old, rich 
and poor, high and low* All forts of perfons are bound 
to thdr duty by the law of God, children as well as o- 
thers ; and a deviation from it is taken notice of, even 
with refpe£t to children. We are are told of their coming 
into the world in fin^ of their being fliapen in fin, of their 
being eltranged from the womb^ and going afl:ray as foon 
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at born, and of their dying for their fm. ** Behold, I ^vas 
ibapeo in iniquity, and in (in did n>y mother conceive me,'* 
fays the man who made God his trufl from his youth up. 
Pi J I. li. 5. and in that 58th Pfalm we are told, that the 
wicked goaflray in infancy : ^^ The wicked are aftran^^^d 
from the xtry womb; they go allray as foon as they bd 
born«" And the apoftle, in that 5th of the Romans, from 
the I2ih verfe, proves even infants ta be finners, by their 
fharing in thefe calamities which are the cenfcqnenrrs of 
fi\.i: but XhU could not be, unlefs the law of God oid ex- 
tend unto and even bind children as well as others. A 
li^nfe of this extent of the law of God, even to ehildrrn, 
made bleffed Auguftinr, in that iirti book of his Confpf* 
iion?, cap. 7. bitterly lament and bewail thh firs of hts^ 
ciiiLihood, ev«n thofe which are laughed at by snofl', fuch 
as uiTtoviardners, and nnwjllingnefs to receive what was 
jiood for him ; lut even In that age, meaning bia infancy, 
does he- fay, ^^ Was it not ill and fin to fetk with tears 
\vhat would have proven hurtful to me if it had been giv^n^ 
to be angry vith thofe who were nowife obliged to be vn- 
d.r my command, becaufe they would not obey me ? nay, 
tlai c?en my parents would not obey me. Was it not ill, 
that 1 endeavoured to (Irike even tlicfe who were every 
wiy my fuperiors, becaufe they would not obey me in 
thofe tilings wherein they could not have given obedience^ 
without'hurt either to rae or fomc other. ?'* Thus we fee 
this holy man looked upon thefe things as fins, which are 
commonly laughed at by others as innocent ; and if Gcd 
would give us Inch a difcovery of the wickednefs of our 
natures, and of the extent of the law, as was given to him,, 
then we would think fo too. But the truth of this might 
b» proven at great length, were it rcjquifitcto fay any 
more than what has already been alleged. 

6thlyj In fpeaking to e^very one of thefe three forts of 
perfons, we may have occalion to name many iins ; and 
therefore wt fhall here at once prove all the particular* 
we fliall nan>e under any of thefe heads to be fin ; becaufe 
it would divert and detain us toolong, to infifl under evcr 
ry head) in adducing arguments to prove every one of 
tHe particulars we are about to mention to be finfiiL 
Now, that they are all fuch,. we will flot queflion, if ye 
carry along, with what has been already faid, thefj^ three 
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iinqutdionabic fcripture-truths : (1.) That whatever is 
done, ihought, or faid, by one whofc heart irnot renew- 
ed by grace, is fin. This i« the plain meaning of that af- 
fertioii of our Lord's, Matth. vii. 18. "A good tree 
cannot bring forth cvi! fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit." Hence it is, that not only the 
thoughts of the wicked, but his plowing, and his very fa- 
crificc is (in, Prov, xxi. 7. (x.J Whatever lefpc^s not 
the glory of God as itsend^ is fin, 1 Cor, x. 01. " Whe- 
ther th<irefore ye eat or drink, or whatfoevcr yedo, do 
all to the glory of God." (3.) Whatever has bo refre£k 
to Jefus Chrifl, as the only one in whom our performs or 
y-erformances can be accepted, is fin. Col. iii. 17. *' Whet- 
ever yc do, in. word or in deed^ do alHn the name of ihV 
Lord Jefui, giving thanks to God and the Father by kim." 
Ail the particulars we (hall name, will b? found crofs to 
one or all of thefe three, and therefore f»nful ; though we 
(iiali not alvvays particularly infifhin proving the finfulnefs 
of every one of them, or in naming tl:e particular com- 
XBands of the decalogue of which they are a breach. 

In the ytk and Iqft place, we premife. That thofc of a 
middle age, and of old age, are equally concerned in thefe 
fins wMch we are to lay to tiie charge of children, witU the 
children th^mfelves, becaufe they were once fuch. Youijg* 
men and old men were once children, and therefore gui' 
of the fins of childhood. Old men were onccyouths,_, 
therefore guilty of the fuis of youth-hood ; and xhtrn^ 
ycare all, the oldeft of you, obliged to take heed wnz 
fav to one or another ; becaufe thofe who are old ha\ 
young, and thofc who are young may be old. 

The way being thus cleared, 1 fliall now proceed to 
fpeak particularly to, and ei:dcavour the convi^lion of the 
children of the congregation which are now prefent. 

ChilJren and young ones^ who are this day hearing 
me, take heed : 1 have a meflage from God to you. That 
God who made the heavens and the earth, who made yor, 
and who fjseds yoQ d^ily, has fcnt me this day to you, to 
every oie of you, as particularly as if i did rame you, 
name r.nd firname, to tell you fdd and doleful i:ev.s<. 
The youngcft of you all has finmd and come fliort of the 
glor^ of God: that is, ye. have done that for which 
Gcwi will certainly caft you, fd vii and body, into hell-fire, 
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if ye get not your peace made with God^ through Jtrfiis 
Cnrift. You have done tliat for which God ia fo angry at 
you, that his heart will not pity you, his eye will not fpare 
you, unlefs ye gtt Chrift ; but as faon as ever your breath 
noes oiu, aid none of yon caw tell how foon Ibat may be, 
h« will without mercy, turn you into hell, ihere to "be tor- 
niented for ever and ever. If ye were not foolifli, ye would 
never play any more, not be merry, till you got your peace 
made with God. Now, to Itt you fee that it is true that 1 tell 
yon, I fhili (hew you what fins ye arc guilty of before God. 

1. Ye were born (inncrs, Pial. li. 5. Your parents 
were allfinners ; and as your fathers were, fo are ye fm- 
iiers; for ** who can bring a clean thing out of an uuclean ^ 
tJot one," fays God by the mouth of Job^ chap. xiv. 4. 
When ye came into the world, God might have fent every 
one of you to hell, becaufe ye were, then all (inners ; and 
though God did not then fend you into hell, yet he may do it, 
and ye cannot tell bow foon. If ye take heed^ ye may every 
day hear of fome CMieor other dying, that was, not long 
before, as likely to live as you are, as youug, aa healthy as 
you are ; and if God fliall come, and caU you away by death, 
what think you will become of you that are not yet recoa«^ 
ciled to God ? Ye wi|l all be feat to hell. But, 

2. Tell me, 1 fay, did you ever refufe to do what your 
parents, your fathers, or your mothers, have commanded 
you to do } Do you never remember, that either your fa- 
thers, or your mothers, or your maderi, or, it may be, the 
minider from the pulpit, has told you, that you iliould do 
fome things, read, pray, be good (cholars, do what your fa- 
ther and mother enjoined you? Well, and have not ye for 
all that refufed to do it ? This is a fin againfl: Grod ; and be- 
lieve ir, dear children, there are fome, juft fuch as your- 
felves, burning in hell fordifobeying their parents ; and they 
weep and cry, yet God will never let them out thence. 

3. Did never any body reprove you for any thing that ye 
have done ? Did never your father or mother tell you, that 
fomething, it may be, fwearing, or lying, or forgetting 
your prayers, was a fin, and would bring you to hell, if ye 
did net amend? Well,^if they did, was not you angry with 
them? would you not have been glad to get away from 
them that told ydu fuch things ? And did not your heart 
rife agaiuft them J Well^this alfo ia agreat fin;, and if this 
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be not pardoned, God will be fure to turn you into bell for 
it, Prov. XV, 10. " Corrcflion is grievous to him tlwt 
forfakeih the way ; and he that hatcth reproof fball dir.'* 

4, Tell me, were you ever defiroiis to be avenged, or, iti 
your own language, to have amends of (ome that you 
thought had done you ill ? Were not you vexed, thinking 
how to get even with thera? and wouldnot yehave found 
in your hearts to have killed them, or to have done them 
fome mifchief ? Well, this is agriveous fin ? for God has for- 
bid us tp avenge ourfelves, Horn. xii. 19. 

5. Tell me, did ye never give any body ill langugc ? Did 
ye never mifcall your comrades? when you were angry 
with your neighbour or companion, did jfenot ufe oppro- 
brious or reproaching names? I fear mod of you caonot 
ilcny it. Well, this again is another fin. Our Lord has 
faid, that whofoever (hall call his brother a" fool,lhallbe 
in danger of hell-fire, " Matth. v. 22. 

6« Where you never glad when you could get out, un« 
4cr your father, or mother, or mafter's eyes, that ye might 
tak^ your will, and do thefe things that ye durffc not do 
before thera? Now, this is downright atheifm : You did 
not believe that God is every where, otherwife you would 
not have prefumed to do that before him which ye darfl 
not do before your parents. See Pfal. xiv, i, compared 
with Horn. iii. lo. & 23. 

7. Have not you been glad when the Lord's day waso« 



one, of the grounds of God's controverfy with his own peo- 
ple, Mai, i. 13. Ifa« xliii. 22. Amos viii, 5, It is to be 
Mfcary of wcil-doing, agaiuft the exprefs command of God, 
Gal. vi. 9, 

8. Tell me, have you not been thinking of other things, 
-when ye have been in church hearing fefmon ? haveyou 
not been thinking of your fport and paftime? t^r, it may be, 
fpeaking to one another in the time worjhip ? This is a- 
n other fin thereof you have been guilty? and God counts 
4hera mockers of him, who draw near with their Hps, when 
their hearts are faraway from him, Ifa. xxix. 13. 

9. Do you pray to God morning iand evening ? I fear 
there ihoM many be found who neglefl this: and tell roe,- 

dear. 
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dear children, what do you think will become of tbofc \vl\o 
pray not ? God counts ihem forgcttcrs of him ; and he fays, 
that ** ihe wicked fhill be turned into hell, and all nations 
that forget God," Mai. ix* 17. 

10. Do ye lie or fwcar, and fo take God's ng^e in vain ? 
Did you never {wear by the name of God in your ordinary 
talk ? or did you ever make a lie to excufe or hide a fault ? 
Tnefe alfo arc fins ; and God has faid, ihat liars and fwear- 
crs (ball have their part in the lake that burns with lire 
and briniftone, Rev. xxi» 8. 

11. I will only put this one qucftion more to you. Did 
you never go to your play, when ye fliould have been at 
your prayers? Now, tyke heed; ye know ye have done fo. 
Well, what think ye will be the end of tliofe who do f > 
Becaufe ye will not feek God, he will not favcyou; he 
will rejt£lycn, when ye have moft need of help. 

No\r, dear children, I have a great refpedl to you ; fain 
would I have you favcd from hell. It is becaufe 1 defire 
your good, th it I have been telling you. yonr fins, 1 DwM 
therefo'e, before I leave yoa, i. Put fome few queftioiii 
to you for your awakening. 2. 1 Ihall give you a couufel 
or two. 3. Ifliall give you fome encouragements to fol- 
low the advices given you. 

I. Then, I would afk you fo.iw few cjueftion?; and I b?g 
it of you to take heed how you h'^arthem. And(l.) Tell 
xnej Did ye ever think of death ? If you lock at a grave 
wh?n it-is opened, there, iiiAead ofone that had life, ihfet 
could fpcak, walk, and do all other things which ye can 
dj; now you fee there is nothing but rotten bones, con* 
famsd {linking flefii, which dogs will fcarcely come near, 
and filthy gore. \V"ell, ye will in a little time be jjft in 
that cafd yourfeJves. Ye m.uft die. No doubt ye have 
* heard of fome of your companions, or fome other children, 
who have died; and cannot'tell but ye may die ncxi. (2.) 
If ye do think df death, what do ye think will become of 
you, if thefefi.is which ye have done, and of which 1 have 
now told you, be not forgiven? Then, wiihoutall doubt,, 
you will go to hell. And 1 can ye tell what a place hell 
is? It is a terrible place indeed. It may be^ ye would 
think it a terrible thing if any fliould put your finger in 
ths hot fire; and indeed it would be {o\ What then 
Jo ye think will be the pain ye (kail fafFer^ when Gq6 will 
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cad you, foul and body, into helUfire: and this wiH fure^ 
ly be your portion, if yc gee not grace. (3.) If once ye 
be cafl into hell, do yc think ever to get out ajgain ? I af- 
fure you, God has faid ye fhall not. Though yc weep till 
your hearts break,. God will not hear you. Ye have done 
with mercy, if once ye die in your fins. God's eye will nc^t 
fpirej his heart will not pity you. Therefore, if ye would 
tfcape hell, 1 (hall tell you, ' - 

2« What ye mud do, by offering you two or three good 
counfels: (l.) Wheneverye go home this niglit, get into 
iome quiet corner or other, and there betake you to God 
in prayer. Saywith the poor d^flrefTcd publican, ** Lord, 
be merciful to me a finner." Say, Lord, thou haft pro- 
mi fed a new heart to finners like me ; and I have need of 
it, for iDy heart i^ very bad : ard fay, Lord, give me Chrift, 
fave me from my fms for Chrift's ftike. Who knows but 
the Lord, who hears the lions and ravens When they cry 
for food, may hear yon ? (a.) YoXi that can read the Bible 
orlhc Catetliiim, read them; but take care, before ye read 
that ye-go and pray to God, that he may bicfs them to you, 
and make you underftand what you read. (3.) Take care 
thatyc never lie, fwear, or break the Sabbath, or eommit 
again thefe fins which we were telling you of a little while 
ago. (4.J Run out of the company of fuch as do lie, fwear 
or break the Sabbath; for God will deftroy them that 
keep company with fuch. <* A companion of fools fhall be 
dcftroyed,'' Prer. xiii. -20* (6.) Wait on them who will 
jnftru<ft you, and follow the good advices ihcy give you: 
*' Walk with the wife, aud ye ihall be wife," Prov. xiii. 
%o, (6.) Be fure that ye pray to God fq foonasye have 
f»ot otn-your cloihes in the morning, and before you caft 
I hem off at night. Now, if ye will follow thefe advices I 
will, 

• 3. Tell you fonie things to encourage you in fo doing, 
(i.) Go^ has made a promlfe, that they who begin foon to ' 

I'e^k him fliall comeTpeed. " 1 love them that love me, 
and they that fetk me early fliall find me," Prov. viii. 17. 
' (2.) God ha5 a great liking to fuch as begin to leek him ear- 
ly. He commends them highly; and has left upon record 
the names of forae young converts; fuch as Abijah, in the 
..hotife of a wicked Jeroboam, and good Jofiiih^ wkofe early 
\$itiy w rautfh coinraencl^d, 5;^ Chron. xxxir* 3. "In the 
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eighth ye^r of his reign, while he \fa$ yet yaung) he began 
to leek. after the Qod of his father David: " and this is 
left upon record for Biaking others to begin early to feek 
God. (3.) Jefus Chrifl, in the days of his flelh, was wiU 
ling to entertain, with the ro.oO: tender affcdion, little 
childreR that were brought unto him ; and when his difci* 
pfes would. have them kept away, he rebnked them, and tlien 
faid, ^^ Suffer little children to come unto nie, and forbid 
iiiam net, for of fuch is the kingdom of heaven. And he 
took them up in his arms, and put his hands on them, and 
\}lef.'cd their," Mark x. 14. 16. And I can affurc you 
he is no lefs kind now than he was then ; for he is the 
fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever. Now, if he was f<f 
kind to children that were brought to him, what will he be 
to thofe who themfelves do come to him ? O I if ye knew 
how good he is, you would jieyer beat reft till you got notice 
where he is to be found ^^nd then ye would go to him ; and 
I dare promife y^u welcoi){«. (4.) That I may have done witU 
you, I tell you for your en<*tnragement, that if ye will begin 
early, and feek God, ye (hall be amougd thefe children of- 
whom the kingdom of heaven is, God wiU blefs you, and 
ail his people will blefs you ; ye^, all gexieratio»s ihalk 
call you ble/Ted, 

Thus far my love to your fouls has led me. I would fain 
have you faved ; i^nd therefore, " I travel in birth tiU- 
Chrifl be formed in you." O make glad my heart, make 
glad the heart of my great Mafber, make glad the hearts* 
of all the people of God ; and rejoice yopr parent*« hearts^ 
in complying with.thefc wholefome . counfels, which I am 
fureyour parents will defire, if they be not worfe than 
the very beads. In a word, feek* God, and fave your 
fouls. 

Now we have done with the firft fort of perfons with 
whom we undertook to deal. The ten^erfiefs of their ca» 
pacity has obliged, us to digrefs from our. method which 
we did lay down in the entry upon this ufe, and which, 
by the Lord's afGflance, we ihall ciofely follow in what 
remains. 

It may be, fome of thefe who are come to age,* may 

look upon this as tedious and unpleafant which we have 

been upon, becaufe there has been nothing here but what 

they, it«nia;y be,, kijew bcf ore^ auj whaJt, it may be, the/ 
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judge parents might inform their children ifl. But i 
mu(t tell {uch, that the dcfignof preaching U Qot to g 
tify itching ears with new difcoveries^ but to rcfc i 
hearts by the old, yet newtrntRs of God, which will fi 
er wear old to them who arc acquainted with the powei I 
them*; "that children have fouls as well as they $ that th • 
fouls are no lefs precrous than thofe cf adult perfons ; tl 
we have the charge of the one as well as the other ; tl 
the Lord has fometimes been plcafed to reach the heart : 
chUdren by fuch familiar applications; that wc are oL 
pcd to be all things to all men, that fo we may win fome 
Chrift. ^ In fiTie,.-wc mu ft tell fuch, that we are partic 
larly obliged, by our Lord's command formerly quote , 
t6 encourage children to come to him, and therfcore ^ i 
could not but endeavour to deal with them, and that in i 
way fuitable in fome meafuie to their capacities : what i 
oid to you, may be new to them t and a new drop of t i 
influences of God's^ Spirit would feven make thefe vej ' 
truths, which formerly you have known, have a new ar I 
better relith than formerly they had. 

I fh^ll now proceed, in the y^cowJ place, to yon wh i 
have fteppdd out of childhood into youth, or into midd i 
age, and (hall endeavour to fix guilt upon you. Hitherti • 
wie have made it appear, that you are guilty: now w! 
ceniQ to tell you, and to condefcend on fome particular; 
whereof you are guilty. We told you, nay proved, that yoi 
\viere defiled : 'now, we (kail, as it were, point to the vt^' 
ry fpot. We have made it appear that ye have finned : 
now we fliall take you to the places, as it were where y« 
have finned, that ye may get no way of ihifting the chal- 
lenge. And bccaufe now we find you in the houfe of God, 
we iiiall, 

I. Examine you a little in reference to your condu<J^ 
there. You have frequently come here ; you have fre- 
<iuently prefcnted yourfclves before God as his p^eople ; 
hut I fear, if your carriage in this matter be narrowly 
fcanned, you fliall be found finners before the Lord in 
reference to this. I fliall, in tl« nan^ 'Offthat God in 
whofe eosrts ye trcad^ putr three queft ions to your con- 
fciences- ('•) What brings j(^£«Kr4inarily here ? Come 
ye to facritice to the world-^siPfel,' iuftoro, becaufe they 
aFc ill-looked upon whcftajr *atf*y I' or come ye to flop 
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the 11)011 th of a natural confcience, that would gire yovL' 
no..rcil if ye (laid away ? or come ye to fee and be fecn ? or 
\o gratify curiofily merely ? 1 fear thefc be the deiigns on 
which not a few of you come ; and if fo, then you are- 
found guilty before God, who requires you to come up* 
on other defigns, even to wait on him, that ye rffaf fee- 
his power and glory in the fandiuary, as his people have 
fcen him heretofore. (2.) What do ye here, when ye are 
come ! Do ye hear the word of God merely as an idle 
tale? Do ye put truths by yourfelves, and apply them to 
others ? Do ye fuiFer your miuds to roam up and down 
upon the mouniains of vanity, looking a&this or the o- 
iher thing or perfon ? Do you obferve more the way of 
the truths being fpoken, than the truth of God itfelf ? 
Are you more intent in obferving the inftrumcnt than in * 
liilening to ihe voice of God ? Let your confciences fpcak, 
and I am fure a great many of thefc evils ye will ftndyour- 
felvcs guilty of. (3.) I would pofe you, as to the fruit of 
thefc approaches. What good get ye for your coming > * 
Do ye get conviftions, and fliiftthem? Do ye get calls, 
and (it them ? Do ye hear reproofs, and hate ihcm.? Do 
ye hear inftrudlions, and forget them ? Who of you can 
clear yourfelyes of thefe fins? fins done in the very J5re- 
fenceofGqd, fins wherein his hojiour and glory is in a 
more than ordinary manner coucerf^ed, becaufe they do 
extremely. refleft upon it. 

a. We fliall next follow you to your employments, and 
inquire a little what your csrriafge is there. I take it for ' 
granted, that all of you have fome honeft occupation or 
other. If there be any wl;o have not, thcfe perfons, as- 
they fin in wanting, becaufe thereby they idle away God*s 
t*lcnts ;,fo they lie open to all fins. Nowj fuch of you ' 
as have employments, I fiiall dcfire you to anfwcr me a 
few queftionsin reference to your deportment in them. ' 
And, (l.) I would know if ye did confult (jrod in the choice 
of them ? Did ye make it your endeavour to underftand 
what God was calling you to? God, either by giving a 
^an fpecial;t^|#C^3i.ents, a peculiar genius, with other 
con^/fuous circunjfta^e«tj{. Qrby hedging up the way to all 
.ptflierjcroploymenta, or teiRt%one fuch providential way 
Of otiier, ciills ^very one loifUtticu^ar employment; and 
tl|ir<foiy,. wh£ii'weifl[ii|a2t in aji)':^ .wc fhould endeavour 
y:i " * ■■ / •'^«if^>-s. ;" to 
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to undcrfland God*s mind in it, what it is our duty to do ; 
for we are commanded, in all our ways to acknowloigi 
Gad, Pror. iii. 6. " In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he ihall dirca thy paths.** Now, diJ yc in this ftcp 
of your way acknowledge God, 1 mean in the choice of 
your employments > I fear, few dare fay that they bowed 
their knee to God to crave his dir.efiion. Well, then, 
here your iniquities have found you out, (2.) Do ye fet 
God before you in following your employments } Do ye 
make it your bufinefs to know how ye may glorify God 
in them ? Whatever we do, we are obliged to do it to 
the glory of God. Let confcience now fpeak, and it will 
tell many of you, that to this very day, ye never had a 
thought of promoting the glory ©f God by your cmploy- 
tnent3« So that here you are found guilty, not of fome 
~ one fin only, but of a traft of fin, and thiit even from the 
morning of your day continued till now. (3.) Do ye de- 
pend upon God for a blcfling upon the work of your hands ? 
Wh6 of you dare fay, that however ye do ufe means dili- 
gently, yet it is to God ye took for the blefling ? And are 
ye earned in dealing with God, that he may fucceed the 
works of your hands, and make you profper in them ? 
(4.) To whom do ye attribute the fuccefsof them } When 
the Lord fucceeds the work of yonr hands, do ye heartily 
blefs God for it ? Dare ye fay, that this leads you to 
praife the God of your mercies, land to walk humbly be- 
fore him, who deals kindly even with the unthankful ahd 
iinners, and has given a proof of this, in giving you fuc- 
cefs in thefe employments ? (5.) When ye are fuccefsful 
in them, what ufe make ye of your fuccefs } Does it en- 
gage you to the ways of God, and make yon walk more 
humbly ? or are you lifted up, and forget yourfelves, and* 
forget the Lord ? And do ye fpcnd upon the fervice of fiti 
what the Lord has gracioufly given to you } Sure, if yc 
<:oi}fctentioily put thefe queflions home to yoar own hearts^ 
they will difcover very much fin. But, 

3. We fliall, in the next place, take a view of you in 
your converfe in the world, and there fee whether we 
can find you guilty of fin or not. And with refpcft to 
your converfe in the world, I would pofe you upon a few 
things. And, 

(i») I put the queflion to you, What company do ye 
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liiakc choice of? Do ye chufe the company of them that 
fear God, or the company of irreligious pcrfons ? lam 
iure, if many of you deal impartially with your own 
hearts in this matter, ye A'ill £nd guilt. Your confcien- 
ces can tell, that you have the greatell intimacy with per- 
fons who have no religion, perfons who have no fear of 
God before their eyes; nor regarding what tlic wife man 
Jong ago obferved, that " he that walks with the wife 
ihall be wife, but a companion of fools fliall be dcftroycd," 
Prov. xiii. 20. And fuch are all irreligious men in God's 
account. I wcnid not be iindcrftood to extend*this too 
far, hs fome, through a miftake dangerous enough, do, as 
5f thereby we were forbid civil or neighbourly converfe 
with pcrfons that are not religious; for this is not only 
lawful, but a duty ; we have not only fcripture-com- 
jnands to this purpofe, but the very law of nature obli- 
ges us toic ; and we arc fure, God did never by any po- 
ifitive precept enjoin us any thing contrary to this. Nay, 
upon the contrary, we iee plainly, that a walk according 
to the law of nature in this matter is highly congruous to 
religion. If fuch perfons do vifit us, we may vifit them 
again, and carry it friendly. This is one part of that 
courteoufnefs tliat the apoAle Peter enjoins us,%i Pet. iii. 
8. *^ Finally^ be ye all of one mind, having compafnon 
one of another ; love as brethren^ be pitiful^, be courte- 
ous." And whereas the refofal of civil converfe, in in- 
quiring after one another's health, vifitingat fome times, 
and the like a£is of kindiiefs, is looked upon by fome as a 
piece of ftriflnefs, it is quite othcrwife; for the very con- 
trary is determined tx> be a piece of perfection, by our 
great Lord and Mafler, who is the bed judge, Matlh. T* 
47, 48.. ^* And if ye falute your brethren only, what doi 
ye more than others? do not even the publicans f o ? Be 
ye therefore perfed^, even as your Father which is in hea- 
ven is prrfedt." The plain meaning of which is this, A 
Chridian fliowld be a man every way beyond others, ancf 
/hould h^ve fomething peculiar in the whole of his con» 
/duci^? but if ye deal only civilly and neighbourly with 
thofe of your own perfuafion, with thcfe who in every 
Jthirg do jump with yen, wherein do ye go Vcyond tha 
fuHlicans and finners, the mod fignally impious wretches 
vlhatcha warU can Ihew ? Again, even thieve^ ind rqh- 
i ber^ 
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bers Will keep foms correfpondence audi civility towards 
thofe of ihcirovvn fort; but Chriftian perfection calls for 
more enlargem'ent of foul, and requires that we carry o- 
bligingly to all, a^d perform, as oceafion calls, all the 
duties of love, which comprclrcnd certainly ihefe of civil 
converfe and neigbbourlinefs, as the apoflle puts beyond 
all queftioii, 1 Cor, x. 27. *' If any of them that be- 
lieve not, bid yoQ to a f era (I, and ye be Jifpofed to go; 
whatfoever is fet before you, eat, afliing no qucflion for 
confcience fake,". Thus we fee Chriftians are allowed to 
Converfe civilly with thofe who are unbelievers. And in- 
deed not to do fo, has a tendency to bring the way of God 
into contempt^ and to make religion to be evil fpoken of, 
and 13 contrary to the very fpirit of the gofpel, and to 
thsfe many e^prefs coniniands which we have, of adorning 
the gofpel, and of converfing, fo as theircby we may leave 
a teil:imony upon the confcieuces of men. Nay, it is to 
bear witnefs agaiufl God^s goodnefs, and to rub fliame up- 
on our religion, as if it did narrow our fouls, and make 
US defe£live in thofe duties which it obfiges us to abound 
in* But though what we have faid doth condemn the un- 
chriflian rigidity of fome, yet it will not juflify the un- 
warrantable choice of perfons who have no rtligioii, for 
our intiDiateSy or for our ordinary and daily companions. 
No ; we are obliged to guard againfl: this. If we do this, 
we are out of our duty, and therefore have no reafon to 
proniife to ourfelves God's protcdlion, A perfon that 
walks, that ordinarily converfes with fuch men, hasreafoa 
to fear that the Lord may leave him to become like to 
theiTi ; and this intimacy^ I fear, is what mofl of yod ara 
guilty of, 

(2.) I would aik you. What company do ye delight 
mod in - This is a great indication of the frame of the 
heart, A man that takes moft pleafure in the company 
of irreligious perfons, furely fins in it. Some, when i hey 
are in the company of the godly, carry it as if they thought 
themfel^es in fetters ; and whenever they get out of it, 
to their own companions again, their minds are at eafe, 
and they find fatisfaftion ; as a man doth that is loofed out 
of t be flocks. Arc there none here whofe confciences can 
tell them that they arc of this number ? Let fuch look 

to 
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to thsfirft pfalm, and firfl verfe, and these they will fee. 
how far otherwife they ought to carry il. 

(3.) I would further put the qneftion to you, What 
converfc: do ye delight in ^ bonie^ it may be, like well , 
enough the company of perfons that are religious; bat tc^ 
is not for their religious cooverfe, but becaui'e they areaf* 
fable, difcreetf learned, judicious, or have fome other 
fuch qualifications as thefe. If any of you fay ye love the 
company of religious perfons, is it for the religion of . 
their converfe ? I fear few can fay it is ; and therefore ftvr^ . 
can fay they are clean in this matter. I fhall not under- 
take to difcourfe of all the fins of converfe ; it would be al« 
mod cndlefs. Only I would, with rcfpe^ to your con- 
verfe, defire you every night to put a queAion or two to 
your own hearts, and thereby you will difcover much fin. 
[i.] Say, TcJi me now, O my foul, what have I been 
doing in company ^ Havt I bridled my tongue? Have I 
kept it from vain, idle, and fruitlefs difcourfe, this day^ 
in company with others ? James i. 26* ^^ If any man a- 
moog you feera to be religious, and bridleth not his 
tOKgue, but deceiveth his own heart, that man^s religion 
is vain ;" and confequently all he dot his fin. [z.] Havr 
I endeavoured to be edifying in my difcourfe ? Eph. iv« 
29. " Let no corrupt coramunication proceed, out of your 
moutliy but that which is good to the ufe of edifying^ 
that it may miniftcr grace to the hearers." [3,3 Have I 
fpoken evil of no body ? Tit. iii, 2. *' Put ijiem in mind 
to fpeak evil of no man ; for we ourfelves were fometime^ 
foolift, difobedient,'* &c. i Pct..ii. 1. « Wherefore, 
laying afide all malice, and all guile, and hypocrifies, and 
envies, and all evil-fpeakings, as new-born babes, defire t^ie 
fincerc milk of the word, that they may grow thereby.'* 
One that would obferve the ordinary converfe of moft 
part of people, would te ready to think,, that either tbcy 
never read or beard thefe laws, or that they never obfervt 
ed what they heard. Look to yeurfelves here, and o.b^ 
ferve your own ways, and O what fm will appear in them 1 
Thefe three qneftions will difcover almoft ir.nuiperabl« 
fins every day ; and if one day have fo many, what wxU 
many days have? Nay,, how many fins in Jfome xnonthf^ 
or years, will you be guilty of ? But, 

(4.) If we proceed to confidcr you as you are related to 
■j others^ 
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othert, W< wUI be fure to make further difcoTeries of fin 
in your carfiage. All of you Aand fome one or more ways 
related to others : ye are cither mailers or fcrvants^ pa- 
rrots or children^ hnibands or wivca^ row, every one of 
thefe relations have peculiar dutit^s belonging to tbeiB) and 
lay ^hofe whoeontraO fuch relations under peculiar obli- 
gations to walk according to the rules ^refcribed them of 
God; and therefore we may and do fir, in walking con- 
trary to thefe divine prefer iptions. We ihall not attempt 
to mention the particnlar fiiis you may be guilty of In your 
(everal relations $ this were a work that would almoft be 
endlefs: therefore we fliall only pitch upon feme generals, 
which may difcover to your eonfcicnccs that ye fin in all 
of them, [i.] I fay moft of jNju do fin in contradti^g thefc 
relations. How fe^ roaftfers dare fay^ that in the choice 
of their fcrvant* ihcy went to God for counfcl ? And how- 
ftw mafters can fay^ that ever they acknowledged Gcd in 
the thoice of their fervants* Nay, it may be, when we 
have been anxiouflyderirous to have good fervanis, even 
then we have not been at the pains to confult God ; not 
rtiihding that gracious ^aireSion that is given by the Spirit 
of C •% Phil, iv, 6; **■ Be careful for nothing; but in 
every -'iflg by prayer aBd fnpplicatfon, with thankfgiv- 
ing, {^ £ your requcftj be made known unto God." Nay, 
is it not to be feared, that, in the cheice of hufbands and 
wives, few do^ inquire the mind of God? Now, 1 am 
fufre, if ye deal impartially-* ith your own hearts, ye will 
•iind, that here ye have finned, and have not acknowledged 
Ood in your ways;- [2.] Do ye feck dire£lion of God, 
how to carry in ycnr relations i I fear the confciences of* 
many of you can tell, that ye never are at pains to inquire 
in reference to the duties called for at your hands. Mofbc 
are qulcfcfighted enough in obferving the advantages or 
^ifadvantages that redound to their temporal concerns by/ 
ihef^e relations, but hare never a ferious thought of the 
diartieS'Calkd for at- their hand; and therefore herein ye r 
m^y all in more or tefs, £nd yourfelves guilty. [3.] Do 
ye inalce it your aim te promote the fpirvtuel advantage of 
•your relations } Servant?, do ye prey for your mal^^rfe? ' 
'Maimers, do yt prsy-.for your fervants, that they may "ije- 
•equatnted with God's ways? If not, furely ye fin; for 
pfayers areto be nade for all, but in a fpeciai manner for 

H a„ ' tfaofo. 
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thofe in whom we hav^fo peculiar a concerntncnt* N^y^- we 
fear, which is yet more fad, that there arc not a few -but- 
bands and wives^ parents and children^ -who pray;;^not for 
one another. Hour fad is it to think, that there Ihould in- 
thefe relations, be fo much pare for the outward man,, and fo 
little for the inward? The parent will .toil himfelf oight 
and day before ths child want bread, and it may ,be, fo wtU 
•\thc child do for th>8 parent ; and yel, it may be,neve.r one 
of theni fpent an hour in wredliog with God about one 
another'^ eternal falvation. Arc there no confcienccs here 
this day accufing any of fins in this matter? Sure I am, 
there are here who have ground fufiicient for accufation. 

(5,) We Ibill follow you into your clofets, and there a 
little inj^uire what ye do. [i.] Whether take ye inoft time 
in the morning for adornin;g vvour fouU, or for adorn- 
ing your bodies? I fear the foul gets the Icaft part of 
your, time ; nay, it may be, fome of you will go abroad 
to your employments, and never bow a l^inee to God. 
Sure here is iin enough to (ink you lower than the grave. 
- [2..] If you do pray in fccret, what leads you to it ? is it 
confcience of duty ? Is it cuilom, or fome fuch principle as 
this ? Ifear few can fay, that when they goto prayer, they 
do it from a fincere refpeft to their duty ; and therefore, 
I fear, but few can juftify themfel ves as to their defiga in thie 
duty* [3.] When you do pray, is it a burde4i to you* Are 
ye foon weary of if, and glad when it is over ana by hand, 
as it were ? I fearmofl of your confcienceseau tell, that it Ss 
indeed fo, that ye fay of the ferricc of God, what a burden 
is it to you ? [4.3 Once more, I wo-uld aik you, what good 
get you by your prayers ? Can ye ever fay, that you were 
heard? Canyou ever fay, ye received grace for eiiabling you 
to the confcientious difcharge of any duty ? Mi>fl part, I 
fear,, can fay no more of their prayers, but thi^t they pray- 
ed, or rather have faid words without any fenfe, either of 
the advantage of doing fo, or of the need they ftand in of 
the things, they^aik of God in prayer: doth not 'confcience 
tell, that it is f<\ with many of you? 

(6.) And laftly^ I waald come a little nearer for the dif- 

00 very of your finfuUiefs^.J have a queflion or two to put 

. to you, in reference to your thoughts. And, [i.]. i aik 

you. What thoughts arc moft numerous? Whether fpeod 

ye mod thoughis about your fouls^oc about your bodies? 

. . i about 
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sfbottt Gdd, or about the wcrld? about other things tKat 
contribute nothing to your ha) plntTs, or bbfut that which 
teuds to the eternal I'ecuritv of yiur fouls ? Here, jfyo.u 
look 10, you will find crowds of fins, [z.] What thoughts 
take ye ~moft delight in ? If thcfe be carnal and earihly, 
then (uch is your mind ; and '* to be carnally minded \S 
deathv' Rom. viii, 6. [3.] What thoughts do >c allow: 
yourfelves in •? and to what fort of .11 tm do ye give way ? 
If thefe be not fuch as make for the glory oC God, then 
here ye are found guilty before God. 

Now, we have done vtith yon of a middle age. In what 
we have faid for your conviftion, we have rather mention- 
ed fuch things aa are unquedionably finful, than endeav- 
oured to reftridl ourfelvcs to thofe fins that are peculiarly 
iacident to your igc, Tl^i^ we have willi^igly (hunned, he- 
caufc it would have obliged us to fpend almoft as manj fer- 
xnons as' there are different ways of life to which perfons 
of this age do betake themfelves. Before I proceed to the 
third' fort of perfons, I (hall pot a few <jueJVions to yonl 
(li)" Though ye had beem guilty of no more fj\is, fave thefe 
which we jchar^ed not long a.go \ipon children, wou)d not 
theie have been fufficientto ha.ve ruined you ? ( 2. ) What 
will your cafe be then, who have finned over and above all 
thcfe which we have now. laid to your chargr, and referred 
to your own confciencs for proof of what we have faid ? (3.) 
When genefajs make you guilty of fo many fn s, what will 
.partiiCulars do ? When ye are foundguilty of fo many fmful 
ways in your thoughts or words ; what will be your caf<»j 
when you arc brought to particulars; for example, if ye 
rfin^by fpeakiHg idly, or evil of others what will it amount 
-to when every particular idle word (hall be charged upon 
you? {4.) Ifevtry f*n defcxves the wrath of God, what 
will ba the ca(e of thofe who fliall flep inj:o eternity laden 
i with, all thef^ innumerable evils? How many hells will 
their one hell have in it ? 

Think, and think ferioufly,iipon thefe things, and I be- 
lieve ye will find it hard to reft fatisfied, till ye underftand 
how fuch vaft debts may be difchargeJ, and how ye (liall 
anfwer when reproved for fo many and fo. great offences. 
-Think on thefe things, I fay, and. dwell upon the thoughts 
of them, till ye be made to fee your own mifery, and then 
ihe news of a Salvoar will be welcome* 

I ihall 
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I fhtW now proceed, in the third place, to fpcak to 706 
who are o\d men. Ye wbiofe faces fpeak your ag«, and tell 
that ye are quickly to be gone, we are now particularly 
to addrefs oorfelvec to you, and to make good our charge 
of fin againd yon, from inconte (table evidences and proofs. 
Give ear therefore, old men and old women | though yoa 
be, polling ofTthe flage, and it may be, are within a few re- 
moves of eternity, yet ye have not perhaps duly coufider- 
ed your own Aate and condition: we mud tell you, in 
God's name, ye have finned, and come Ihort of his glory* 
And, for proof of this, 

1. We need go no further than your very faces. What 
hss con fumed your youthful beauty ? What has turned 
that (moothnefs, which in the days of your youth was, it 
may be, your own delight, and that of others, into theic 
many wrinkles which now every one fees, and ye may feel } 
Has not fin, or God upon theaccountof nn,done it^ **Thott 
haft filled roe with wrinkles,'^ fays Job, <* which is a wit* 
cefs againft me, and my leannefs rifing up in me, beareth wit- 
nefs to my face^" Job xvi. 8. If ye be not finners, tell roe, 
I pray, whence are the unfteady hands, the dim 'eye», the 
mouldered teeth, that palencfs of the vifage, that approach- 
es near to the colour of that mould into which a little hence 
ye are to be turned i Are not all thefe things proofs af 
your guilt, and witnefTes againftyou? 

2. Have ye not pafTed through childhood and youth } and 
have not ye the fins done in thefe ages to account for> Wbat^ 
bow many, and how grievous they are, ye may in fome 
meafure underftand from what has been difcourfed oa 
this head fome days pa ft. • Now fure, if your confciences 
have been awake all the while, you might underftand your 
concernment in thefe things, and how deeply guilty ye are, 
though ye had no more to account for but thefe. It is ac- 
counted by the Spirit of God, to be one of the great miferies 
of the wicked, that they fhall lie dawn in their graves with 
their bones full of the fins of their youth, : ** His bones 
are full of the fins of his youth, which fhall lie down with 
him iathe duft,'^ Job. xx. 11. Thefe, though there were 
no more, will rot your bones, gnaw your hearts, and make 
you lofe the repofe which many times ye propofe to your- 
ieJves in the grave. 

3. Ye have had.much time; and bave^ po dcwbt; loft much 

time» 
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lime. Many precious hours, and daysy and years are fpent 
and gon^, andnothingf or nothing to porpofe, done in them* 
And for evincing this, i fliall put'a few queflions to you 
about the iroprpvtinent of your time, (i.) What have 
y« done for God in it? The great bufincfs ye came inta 
Khe world for, the great design of your creation, was thff 
advanceiBent of the glory of God : ** The Lord hath 
made all things for himfclf, and even the wicked for the 
day of evil," Prov. xvu 4. Now, arc there not old 
men and old women here, who have lived alPtheir days^ 
and dare not fay, that to this very day they ever had a 
feripus thought of advancing the glory of God? To fuch 
we fay. Ye have hitherto done nothing bnt finned ; your 
whole life has been nothing but one continued tra^ of 
fm. As many thoughts, as many words, as many a'iSlions, 
fo many fins. (2.) What have ye done for the church of 
.God? Every one is obliged to do fomething or other 
for the church, PCal. cx;(ii. 6, 7, 8, " Pray for the peace 
of Jcrufalem.: they &all. profpcr that love thee. Peace 
be within ihy wall?, and profpcriiy within thy palacei. 
For my brethen and companions fakes, I will now fay. 
Peace be within thee; becaufe of the houfe of the Lor4 
our God, I will fcek thy good." Now, ar-e there not old 
men and old women here, who never fhed one tear for ihc 
church of God, who never were concerned for its welfare. 
I fear there are not a few here, even old people, who hiave 
feen many changes, but never had any concern for the 
church of God» If their private worldly concerns went 
well with them, it was no matter to them what became 
of ^religion s let it fink or fwim, it was all one to them. 
Such arc grievous finners before the Lord. (3.) What have 
ye done for your fouls ? The Lord has given every one 
of us a great work to do^ We have our falvation to work 
on.t with fear and trembling. He has given us a day to do 
it in ; and that day is to be followed with an evenii^g 
wherein none can work. Now, what of this werk is by- 
hand ? Your day is almod fpent : is it not the twilight 
with many of you already } I fear, I fear, there are here 
old men, over whom the ihadows of the everlatling even* 
ing arc juft ready to be ftrctched forth, who have their 
work yet to begin. O fad and mournful condition ! A 
^reat worlc to begin ! a work that hath coft inany waki»g 

njghtsj 
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sights^ and (ore toil and labour for many years ; and thisr 
ye have to begin now, when your day Ualmoll gone, wbeu 
your fun is (etting, is, as it were, going over the hiU^ 
and ready immediately to Cnk down and leave you iu 
eiernal night ? This cafe were enough even to rend a iieart 
of (lone, and to force tears from a rock, if duly conGdered* 
O i what fin, what foUy, what mtfery, is there here ! 

4. You have feen many providences, both fuch as were 
of a more public nature, ^nd concerned the (late of the 
church of God in general, and fuch as concerned your- 
felves more particularly* Now, here I again inquire, 
(i.) What obfervations have ye made? The providence^ 
of God defcrve to have a peculiar iLark put tipon thtm. 
*' Remember that thou magnify his works which men be- 
hold," Job XXX vi. 24. is a ccmroand of God that ex- 
tends to all: and it is a grievous fjn^ for which we find a 
profcUing people heavily threatened, that they did not re- 
gard* the Lord's doings: ** Woe unto them that rife up 
early in.themorninp., that they may follow (Irong drink,^ 
that continue until night till wiue inflame them: a\id 
the harp and the viol, the tabret and the pipe, and wine 
are in their feafts ; but they regard not the worlc of the 
Lord, neither confidcr the operation cf his hand," Ifa, v, 
11, iz. Now, are there not many providences loft, aatl 
therefore as many fins? (2.) What experiences have ye 
got ? Many providences afiforil many experiences ; and they 
who have managed ihem to advantage, have reaped n©ta- 
ble advai.tagcs by them, for their confirmation in the ways 
of God ; and if ye have not done fo, ye have as many fins 
as ye have lofl experiences. (3.) Where have they Uft 
you ? nearer or further off from God than they found 
you ? Every providence, mercy, or judgment, that ba^ 
not brought you nearer to God, has carried you further 
from him; and-confeqnently therein ye have finned. O 
what multitudes of fins are here I 

5. As you are guilty by committing fin's of yonr own, 
fo you have contra£ted much guilt by feeing other men fin, 
when you have not bceii fuitably tx^rcifed therewiib. 
That we (hould be exerciftd with other men's fins, the 
fcripture makes mention exprefsly. Now, that 1 may Itt 
you fee how many ways ye have finned here, 1 pofe you up- 
on it. (i.) You have feen many fins committed; what 

teflimonies 
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teftimonies have ye given againft ihem ? Everyone that 
fees GocT'diihononred, ilioiild give a tcftimony for hirri^ 
either by reproving (in, acirording to the direction of 
ths apoftle, Eph. v, 11. " Have no Mlowih'ip with 
the unfruitful works of darkncfs, but rather reprove 
them :" or^ by withdrawing from the fociety of fuch, ac- 
cording to the command of the Spirit of God, who bids us 
'^ go from the prcfenceofa foolifli man, when we perceive 
not in him the lips of knowledge/' Prov. xiv. 7. For 
fometimes any other reproof, than ky withdrawing, may 
be improper ; for the wife man forbids us to *^ reprove 
a fcorner, leafl he hate ns," Prov. ix. 8, or^ if this can- 
not be got done, without the ncgletl of moral duties, there 
is yet another way we may give a teftimony againft fin ; 
and that is, by a circumfpcel walk, evidencing a regard to 
God, a belief of his threatenings, and theadvantage of re- 
ligion. Thus Noah reproved or condemned the old world, 
Heb. X. 7. Now fpeak, old finners, what teftimonies of 
this fort have yc given againft fin ? As many as ye have 
neglefted, as many fins ye ftand guilty of before the Lord. 
(2,) Ye have feen many fins ; how many tears haveyeihed } 
I fear there are here old men and old women, who never 
/i^hcd who never groaned or cried for all the abominations 
that they have (ecn committed in our land. It is our du- 
ty to monrn for the fins of others. There is a mark of 
prefervation ordered to be put upon the foreheads of them 
that mourn for the fins of the land wherein they live, 
£zek. ix. 4. *' And the Lord faid unto him, (the man that 
hid the writer's ink-horn by his ilde,) Go th-rough the 
midft of the city, through the roidft of Jerufalem, and fet 
a mark upon the foreheads of the men that figh, and that 
cry for all the abominations that be done in the midft there* 
of." And in the following vcrfe, the <leftroying angel is 
commanded to fpare neither old, nor young, fave only 
thofe who have that maric upon them. I fear there are 
few mourners here, among thefe who have feen many and 
monftroMS fins. I (hall not now fpeak of the national abomi- 
' nations which you have feen ; but 1 am fure there are few 
of you come to age, who have not heard many horrid 
oatha fworn : you have feen horrid villanies committed ; 
many dreadful provocations. Now, dare yc fay with the 
P.falmift, in that iJ9th Pfalro, ver. 53. " Horror hath 

taken 
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taken hold of Qie, becaufetranfgrcflTors keep not thy law.**" 
It may be, Did hardened finners think little of this fiti ; 
yet God is brought in, as it were, wondering nt it, iti 
Jer. zxxvi. 24. when the roll containing Jeremiah's pro- 
pbecies was burnt, it is noted as a wonderinl, a nionilrons 
wickednefs, that they were nt}t concerned, that they did 
not mourn t " Yet," fays God, " they were not afraid, 
nor rent their garments, neither the King nor any of bFs 
&rvants, that heard all thefe words." I fear, even thofe 
who fpeak again ft the (ins of others, are guilty of them, 
by not mourning over them. (3.) You have fecn many (ins j 
and how many prayers have ye pnt up for the pardon of 
them ? There is an exprefs command to this purpofc, 
I John V. 16. *' If any man fee his brother fin a (in, 
which is not unto death, he (hall a(k, and he fliall give 
him life for them that fin not unto death." It may be, ye 
have condemned others, and cried out upon them for their 
(Ins, while in the meantime ye are partakers with them, 
becaufe of your not praying for them, according to this 
command. 

6. I fay to you, ye are great Tinners, for ye have had 
many mercies, and I fear have abufed mercies, iri (hould 
begin here to recount particular mercies, I might know 
whereto begin, but fcarce where to make an end. I fhaU 
only inquire at you, (li) Do ye yet know the God of yoiir 
mercies ? Hof. ii. 8. I fear many of you dare not fay. it. 
(2,) What improvement l>ave ye made of them? Has the 
goodnefs of God led you to repentance, as it (hould do > 
Rom. ii. 4« (3.) Once more, I a(k you, have ye return- 
ed to the Lord, according to the mercies received ? Put 
thefc three qoeflion« home to your confciences, and I be* 
lieve they wil 1 difcover many fins which ye never thought of. 

7. Old finners, ye have undergone many changes; ye 
are far decayed. Then let meaflt you, (i.) Areyourfonis' 
renewed, as your outward man periflics ? 1 fear, I fear, 
there arc few among you who are bringing forth fruit ih 
old age, who, when others fade, are fat and full of fap. (2.) 
Has your love to fin decayed ? If this charge were to be 
obfcrved, it were a great blefling ; but I fear, that howev^er 
ftrength may be failed, fo far that ye cartHot fulfil your 
lufts as formerly, yet the old love to them remains. 

8* Old finners, ye have feen much oi the world; arKi' 

here 
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iKre I' afk you, are y& not guilty, (i )• By negUfling 
jniBy dlfcoveries of its vanity, which might bav< hfn of 
great ufe to yeu^ if duly obfcrved ^ (z-) By retaining the 
fa^tne love to it, after many difco varies of its uncertainty 
and efiii^tinefs. .; 

■< 9. Once mare, and I hare done with you. Old linnets, 
you have lived long, and death i^ at the door. God has 
given yoa much' time to» provide for it ;. and I fear ye are 
guilty, extremely guilty, ' by not improving time. And 
for difcoveriirg yanr (in here, I ihall lay a few qweftionsr 
before you, and I plead that ye may lay tlieni home to 
your own conlciences* (i;) Are ye dill content to die? 
It isthe indifpenfible duty of all, to be ever content to 
comply with the: will of God in this matter f and, upon a 
call, to be ready cheerfully to comply with the will of 
God as to death, the time and jnann«r of .ic«^ Now, old 
finncrs, are ye- content ? It imy be, fome of yoa will for- 
ward ly eiiough aaf we r, that ye arc content : birt if ye {sty 
{oy Xaflcyoiv (z.) Are ye ready to die.? i fear (omc kre 
content, to die, who are iiot ipeady : fome may, in a fit of 
difcontent at the world, npon the back of fome notable 
difapporntment, be fo well content to die, that they will 
lay hawds upon thcmfclve3,.whaare yet very far from bff* 
ing ready to die,. If ye pretend that ye are, then, for dif-^ 
covering the truth of what ye -fay, I inquire, (3.) Are 
your. I1n$ dying ? A perfon wh€>ie fins are lively^ he la 
©ever ready "to die. (4,) Areye in Jef«i3 Chrifl? Thofe 
who are out. of. him arc never reftdy to die. It is only 
tbpfe wlio are ready to ^^ die in tbe Lord," Kev. xiv. S3« 
who are ready indeed to. die, (5.) U your pardon ilraled > 
Peath will try you ; and if yonr pardon be not fealed, yc 
will find that ye are fcarce ready to die. (6.) Ipnt this 
CJoeqwcftion more to yon s Have you provided yonr lodg. 
ings Mt is high time, when men^s houfes are falling, to 
be looking out for new lodgings. T-his tabernacle is rea- 
dy to, be diitolved : have yea building of God, not made 
with hands^. feeured to yourfelves ? God has given you 
time and means for doing all this ; and if ye have not done 
it,, then you have, fumed agaiuO: the Lord, and againH: 
your owu foaU* 

Now, ojd finners^ if ye lay not to heart this warning, 
und lay act. yourfelve& ia the dufl: before God for your 
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fins, then this new warning, among many others, wiW be 
a dreaitfiil aggravation of your guilt. Conlider your cale 
in lime, before it be too late. Are there not jnany who 
.were not born for inajiy years after you, and who, it may 
be, arc dead many years ago, and having wroii^hi thcj,r 
work, have got a hJeifcd immortality ? yet, it may be to 
•tins day, ye know not what ihail become of your fouls. 
Think, oldiiiiners, is it not a wonder that God has given 
yon tliis warning, after making light of fo many ; and 
will it not be a putting reifledtion, 4i ye fit a earning near 
the twelfth hour? 

Now, children, young inen, and fathers, old and young, 
1 have, by an appeal to your own .confciences, made goojd 
<niy charge againft you, ajid fixed a great many particular 
fjiis upon you. I (liall now proceed. 

Fourth uy, To .flicw what fitiisfafllou that fovertign 
King^ at whofe inflonce, and in wlioft name, 1 have im- 
pleaded you, reqtdrej of all and e*oery on*: of you. His 
•juilice, at any rate, muft be fatisfied. It is not congruoui 
«o reafon, it is not congruous to the holinefR, juflice, and 
wiidom of the Lawgiver^ that^fin fhould efcape unpuniflied, 
and therefore it is impoilible it fhould pafs withont 4bme 
Signal and fuvtable mark of God^a difpleafure. He has )je« 
sclared pof^tively in Ills word, .l»e has con^rmed it in ^U 
j)rovidence, that -^ thavgh hand joi« in hand, the wiekcd 
ihall not -go -unpuniilied,'^ Prov, ix. %\» If ange!^ and 
men, fliould lay their hands and heads togrther, unite 
-their wit and their power, they Oiall not preferve one fia 
from the marks of God's difpleafure. Some fignal and evi« 
dent token of it will rcAch (in., wherever it is, Ther« 
needs no proof of this, .after what Cbrift lias met with. 
Awd^y-t mud: lay your account with it, \V^\ this punilh.- 
ment will not be fome peii^ iiii<;oi>fiderable one. It muit 
be in fome meafure fuited to the cringes ye (land implead- 
.ed of. Jt mwft., on the one hand, hold fome proportion 
to ilie holinefs and purity of ibat law, you have broken^ 
10 the.majefty and authority of that-God whofe authority 
ye have traiFi pled upon ; yea, it muft hold feme propor*- 
t>on to the fevtfral ai^gravai ions of your rcfpeclivc fins^ 
3^ay your account with it, finners, you cannot efcape \\\% 
uands, who is eyery where : '' Whether will ye go from 
hl^ S^)irijt ? wlDrt,Uer \yill ye flee from his p^efeuce ? If yie 
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afcend up into heaven, he is there ; if ye make yoor bed hi 
hell, behold he is there; if y« take the win^s of the morn* 
ing, and dwell in the uttermon: parts of the Tea, even 
there fliall his hand lead thee, and his- right-hand ihall 
hold thee. If ye fay,' Surely the d^rknefs (ball cover ycu^ 
even the night Ihall be light abotft you ; for the darknels 
hideth not from him, but the night ihincth ai the day ; 
the darknefs and the light are both alike to him," Pfal. 
cxxxix. 7.— '12. There va no darknefs nor (hadow of deaths 
where the workers of iniquity mary hide thwnfelves, Job 
xxxiv. 2H, from his eye, or fee u re tbemfclves againil the 
inquiry God will make^ cfr the ftrokes that bis almighty 
arm will inflidl. Funi/hed thennnners mu^ be/ And ifyeafk, 
what fatisfadion will he hav>e tff fucb iinners.^ I anfwer^ 

i/?, He will have yon puniflied in your eilates, by a 
forfeiture of all. You invaded God's poffelEon ; he will 
cafl: you out of youra. This is the ordinary pnnifliment 
of rebellion i and we have proven you guilty of rebellion 
6f the worfl fort. Man, when God made htm, was maf- 
ter of a fair edate. The fons of men now may value 
thexnrelves upon feme petty tenen>cnt» which many of 
them bold by no good right, as. we fliall fee anon ; but 
Bone of them can vie polTelBons with Adam in innocency. 
He had a paradife repleniflied with all the rarities of inno- 
cent, of uQcorrupted nature^ all the delicacies which the 
earth did yield, before it loft itis ftrength by that corfe 
which raa&^a> difobedienoe brought it under, while it was 
impregnated by the blefling of God; and as he had this 
hi poll^lBon, fo he iiad heaven in expe^ation, a noble^ and 
{eemingfy unfailing, profpe^. of a paradlfe above. This 
wa^ Adam't edate ; and this fliould have been the eflate 
of his poilerity^ his deCcendents: but all is forfeited by 
Gn^ Had Adam ftood^ he had then tranfmitted to nsa 
goodly heritage, and nanefbould have had reafon to com- 
plain of his pofTeffion : but BOW we have by (in forfeited 
' all ; we have no eftate, no heritage* O linners I by your 
fin ye have loft the right to all your enjoyments here, and 
all profpe£iof any comfortable being hereafter. Adam 
'when he finned, was banifhed out of paradife^ and that was 
•guarded againft him. 

But ye will fay. We are not forfeited ; for we enjoy 
houfes, landS) meat, and clothing, and a great many other 
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fudi things : how can ye then fay^ that we lo/l all } hy 
what means get we thefe things ? I anfwer, (l.) A rebel 
feiucnced to die is bf the king allowed food^ raiment, and 
©ther nccefTaries,' for the fuftenance of nature, till the 
lime of the execntioo come : juft fo God, for holy end* 
not now to be inquired into, having reprieved roan for a 
while, fuffcrs him lo enjoy fome fiich things, till he fee 
mtet to pwt the fentence of death in execntion, and then 
the forfeiture will take pldce, (2,) We fay, ye have 
no right to any enjoyment, favc that juft now mention- 
ed. The grant whereby innocei>t man held all his pof. 
feffions was the covenant of works i this was the ground 
of his fecurity as to what he po^eiTed, and the foundation 
of his hope s^ to what he further expecttd. Now, this^ 
covenant being broken by your fin, ye have no more right 
to any enjoyment. (2*) As ye have already loft the righr 
and title, fo ye have loft the fwectnefs o* all yonr^ enjoy- 
ments. Ye toil and fweat, b»t ye arc not fatisfied ; 
** What profit have ye of all yoin* labour under the fun ?" 
It is not able to give you fatisfaftion. This we have at' 
great length made appear in our lectures upon Ecclefiaftes; 
(4,) To conclude, in a very little ye will be entirely de- 
prived of all. The day of the execution of the fentence^ 
draw» on, when God will fnateh all >onr enjoyments out 
of your hands. Now, indeed, fome have more, and feme 
haveiefs, according to the pleafure of the great Judge, 
who has aUowcd every one their portion, till the day of 
execution eome, and then all will go. ' . 

2rf/y, Co6y at whofeinftance ye have been impeached of 
fin, will have fatisfadlion in rhe death of the offenders. 
God threatened death to Adam in paradife: " In the day that 
tbott cateft thereof thou flialt fufely die," or *' dying ihou 
Ihalt die," Gen* ii. 17. and " the foul that finnclh fljail 
die," faith the Lord by the prophet, Ezek. xviii. zo. " for 
the wages of fin is death,*' This is notto be limited to a 
natural death ; no, but is of a huge extent. It takes in a 
threefold death, a death fpiritoal, natural, and eternal. Man 
in iairocency had a. threefold life, either in poflfeflion or pro-* 
fpe£l, (k) a fpirlittal life^ which corifjfted i'n. the nnio» of 
his foul to God, in a meafnrc fuiied to his prefent condi- 
tion, and in fitneft of all his'faculties and powers for afling 
and doin^ what was well-pleafijig unto Go^» (2.) A n{U 
\ . tural 
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tttral iifty which confided in the union of foul and body* 
That lovely pair, bis innocent foul and pore bodvy were 
matched together^ and linked to one another, by a thought 
fu I* pa fling art ; fo that they had a moi]; near alliance, be- 
ing compacted into a perfon by a tie fo (Irong, as lo occa* 
fioii a notable fympathy; and yet fo fecret, that no e}'e 
could ere r fee, no mind ever difcover, this impercept'il le 
chain. (3.) Man had then a fair profpeA of etvrnal life^ ia 
cifull and clofe union to God, never to adn>it of an)^ inter- 
ruption, or of any fuch Interpo/ittan^ aa was between iran 
and him in thrs lower world. But now upon his fin, he 
loft all by virtoe of t'le primitive threatening of death 
to the foul that fins. Anfwerably hereunto, God will have 
you poniflied with a threefold death* O finrfers! his heart 
will not pity you, bis eye will not fparcyou. You are alrea* 
dy condemned to die: *^ He that believeth not,^^ that is, 
every finner by natare, •* is condemned already," fays the 
Spirit of God. Nay more, ye are not only condemned al** 
ready, O finners I but moreover the execution is begun: the 
lire of'God's wrath is already kindled agatnftyous there 
are fome drops begun to fall, Itefore the thower come that 
will entirely deftroy you. [1.3 You are fpirituaily dead:, 
I fpeak to all of you who are not favingly changed by grace, 
being begotten again from the dead, by the refurre&ion of 
Jefus Chrifi. You are dead in trefpafl'es and fins, utterly 
aomeet toentertain^ commuiiion and fellowihip with God» 
Us a dead man connot fpeak, ad, or exerctfeany vital pow- 
er; fo ^either can ye a6l any thing that rs fpiritually good^ 
©r welUpleafing to God. This is a heavy punifhment, tho*^ 
as yet yebe not fenfiblepf i<t. [2..] Natural death, that 
eonfifts in the feparation of the foul from the body, is 
already b^gctn. £very dVfeafe that feisies upon our bodies 
it lik^ tbc^^poiltthat run to meet another, to tell the kin^ 
of Babylon that his. city was taken at one end," Jef. li. 31. 
Every difeafe malces a breach in our walls, and tells that 
all will iR a lit t la iaJl down fi^t. Your very life is nothing 
alfe but a fuccaffion of dying: every day arid hoar wears 
away part of it % and fo far as it isf already fpenc, fo far are 
ye already dead and buried. JDifeafes and natural decays 
do Jay clofeflege, as it were, to your bodies,/t outing tlieir 
•guards, battering the walls of your f!e£b,.and forcing your 
fOttU to^^i^ tb« 0iU-w«rks,. and retire tfito the bfart : aaci 
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every" minute, ye have reafon to fear that ye may be taken 
in, and become a prey to dcath> In one word, O finnera I 
ye are the mark at wbieh juftice fiioots its arrows. Do z>et 
ye fee^ fonQetimea the arrow free over your head, and flay 
i'onie gre^ perfoo, your fuperior ? Sometixnes it lights at 
your feet, and kills a child or a fervanr, or tbofe who are 
inferior ^ fomctimes. it pafTeth by your left-hand, and kills 
an enemy, at whoCe death polHbly ye rejoice; and anon it 
(Irikes the friend of your right -hand i aud poilibly the 
revy nejtt arro^w may ftrike you dead, ba ye young or okly 
eternally dead, and hurry you into hell.. 

S^l^^ Youf death will not do aU ; this puniAmetit 
reaches your honours, liebelsare wont to have their hon- 
ours torn t: and fo God has determined with refpeft to you,. 
Q linuers ! Man was in his firft eflate advanced to a high 
d>gi>ity, be was the frtei>d as well as fubjed of God ; and 
hew;.s.his deputy in this lower world^ as the Pfalmifl tells 
us: ^' Thou raadeft bim to have dominion over the works 
of thy hands ^ thou haft put all things under his feet, all 
(beep, and oxen, yea,, and the beads of the field, the fowl of 
the air, and the fifli of the fca," Pfal. viii. 5. — 8, Thus 
was. he crowned with- glory and houourt but now« O fin- 
ners I the fentence is pafi againil all the race of frnful* 
Adam ;. tbus favth the Lord, Remove the diadem, and lake 
off the crown from the head of fmncrs. The cxown is fal- 
len indeed from yoar head. Now, tell me, O fuiners ! do 
not you already feel the direful eifeds of this part of your 
puniHimeni ? Tbefe beafis whiq]} were once man's fubjeds^ 
are now tvirned hts enemies, becaufe he is God's enemy* Do 
not the very flies infult you, and mike fometimes your 
life Uineafy ? Do not the wild beads of the field terrify you ? 
Are not forae of them daily making inroads upoa yon, 
devouring your cattle, carrying away your fubfla nee ? And 
even theft which are mod fcrviceable, and feem to retain 
fomctbing of their reCped to man, fometime their Lord^ 
' do they not rebel > Dotb not the horfe fometimes throw 
his rider, the ox gore his owner f- Thus man has loAbis 
honour ; nay, now he who once did reign is become fin's 
flave^ and thereby falls under the laflies of fin and Satan's 
flaves. This, O fioncrs ! is a part of your puniibment* 

.4/%,. This will not fatisfy juAice. God purfues the quar- 
rel io» poft^rity :. ** 1. am a jealous God," f»ys. be,, in a 
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threatfning annexed to the third coiumafld, *^ ▼ifiting the 
iniquity of th€ fatbcri upon the children." Rebel's chil- 
dren fufFcr with their fathers in all nations ; and (haU irot 
r^^beilion againft God be asfeverety punifhed as that which 
16 ag^nd an earthly fovereign } If an Achan (teal a Hab}'« 
}dni(h gttrmenty and (in againft the God of Ifrael^ then he 
s(nd his whole family HiaII fallf man, wife, and child ; nay, 
and the very houfehoU-fluff, his ox aad his aifes. God 
will purftie the quarrel to a dreadful length. You may fee 
tbis terrible tragedy dcfcrlbed'by God, in Jofliuai^ir. 24. 
God will fpart nothing that (inncrs have nfed, Biecaufe 
dinners have trode upon this earth, it moil undergo the 
frre at the laft day, before it can be freed from the bondage 
of corruption. O finners, ye trairfmit a fad legacy to 
your wretched pofterity ! a legacy of which- the diftreflfed 
church, LahY. v. 7.' heavily complains: •• Our fathers 
have (inned and are not, ant} we have borne their iniquities. '^ 
Sthly^ Once more ; God purfues his quarrel yet further. 
H« will have your names eternally ruined. ** The memo- 
ry of the wieked (hall rot," Prov. x. 7. After he has 
kiiled yonl* bodies, and fouls« and children, and ruined 
your e(lates, then he will Vill youir names, that there fliall 
no remembrance of you be upon the earth, unlefs it be the 
ftench of a rotten name. Thus will the Lord deal with 
^ou O finners I The whirl-wind of the Lord, that goes 
fortln with fury, will blow away all your enjoyments^ 
turnyou but of all your pcrileflions. The L^ird will ban* 
kh you bis prefence. TS^zx almighty arm that ftretched' 
out the heavens, will tear your fouls from your bodies, 
and throw yon head-long into perdition : the weight of in- 
£nite wraih will (ink yoa down ii>to the bottomlefs pit; 
<nd Omnipotence will dig a grave fof* your memory, where- 
in it will eternally rot. - For tbegreatnefs of your ini- 
quity ye may exped this : *' This is thy lot, the portion 
of thy Bteafure from rae, faith the Lord, becaufe thou haft 
forgotten me, and trufted in falfehood," Jer. xiii. 25. 
: This is the fatiefadion God requires: and think on it ; 
this way will he be glorified in your ruin, if yc continue 
in your fnis. 

- I have at fome length proved- you all to be offenders, 
(bftt God demands a reparation ; and what that reparation 
ie^ which he-dotb deaand of his injured hono«r; I have at 

£ome 



104 THE GUILTY SINNER CONVICTED. 

f9ine length made appear ; I now proceed, accdrdiivg ^o 
tJic method pro po fed. 

Fifthly, To dtmon/iratc the reafonablenefs efthis de^ 
tnand, i have ihewn your ways lo be rood unequal ; 
now I (iorne Co ilievv, that God's ways are luoi) equal) 
and that he ads very reafonably in demandiitg fo high: 
aad th:s will appear to theconvidion of the moft obflinatc 
fianer, if the confiderations we offer for cleatitig this be 
duly weighed. And, 

ijtj Lrt it be confidcred, That fm deferves fuch apuni/Ii^ 
went. ;'sii\(i therefore it is v^ry juft to inflict it. Nay, I 
might perlTaps run this a little higher, and affert, that 
therefore it would be unjuft lo require any lefs, any 
more eafy punilliment. Thai fin delei ves it, is very plaln^ 
if weconfider, 

I . AgainJ} whom itjlrikes. This is the way of ^lea f u r- 
sng olTiuccs agreed to all the world over, that the racafure. 
iliould be taken from the confiJeration of thofe againH: 
whom they (Irike. This we may obferve in the laws of 
God, wl^ich enjoin that offences ihall be puniibed accord* 
ing to, the quality aad condition of the offenders^ and thei 
ofTw'nded. Tbe daughter of the high-prie^i if ibe corny 
milted undeannefti, was to be burned without mercy, Lev* 
jfxi, 9. fo was not every one who, was guilty in that way •? 
Agaiii, h^ that curfeth his father and mot^ier is adjudged 
to die. Lev. x^. 9. ; fo was not he that curfeth hisequaU 
The fame meafure.is kept in oui* laws: if one kills his» 
equal, then he dies \ but there 4pih qot there4>y redound 
any injury to his poderity ; but if a man kills the klngi 
or makes any attempt againd the government, theu life,, 
lands, name, aad all goes. Now, if we confider in this 
cafe the quality of the ofFeiider^ a poor mean worm, tha( 
dwells in a cottage of clay^ that hasbis foundatioainth4 
dud, that is cruijied beforf* the: moth, that holds all o£ 
God s and then, on tbe other hand^ conftd^r him who ia 
oif^nded by every fin, not 9k prince or fo me great roan^ 
who is but fleO:! and blood s^t the bed, but ^Vthe high an^ 
lofty one that inhabits eternity, he who is, the great Go^i 
aad a great Kin^, above all the earth : behold^the iiaiioo^ 
are as a drop of a buck&t^' and are counted aa the fni^il 
dud of the balance: behold, be taketh up tht iiles as a 
very little thing i aod Lebanoa is Qot fu^icient ta ^^^^ 
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Mor the beafta thereof folficient for a burni-«ffcring. All 
nations before him areas nothing, and they are counted 
to him lef$ than nothing, and vanity." To whom then 
will ye liken God ? or what likenefs will ye compare unto 
him } There is no proportion here. Now, if it dtfcrve 
ft) fercre a piinifliment that is committed againft man, what' 
muft it not deferve that is committed againft this God^. 
As it were injurious to compare God td man ; fo it itf inju- 
rious' to compare tkt demerit of any offence committccf 
againft man, and the demerit of that which is committed 
againft the great God. 

• z. Confider the damage that /in deih ; and then we will 
fee what fin deferves : we will fee that the terrible pnnitli- 
Aient we havebeen difcourfing of, is nothing too fevere. 
Jf we confider man with refped to the creatures that are 
Under him, the inanimate part of the creation, and the 
ferotcs ; he was appointed to be their mouth, by Which 
tliey (honld pay homage 16 their Creator; he was to le 
their trcafurer, to pay in a revenue of glory for them to' 
their Creator and Governor : but man by fin puts hiinfislf 
out of all capacity for this ; he lays ail iH example before'* 
his fellow-creatures. But all this is nothing, when com- 
pared with theinjury he doth to God by tyjtry fin. This, 
if thoroughly and well' undcrftood, would for ever clear 
f he juftice of God in' purii filing fin wkh eternal puniihment; 
True It is, indeed, what Elihn fays, ** If thou finneft^. 
Irhat d'oft thou againft him ?or if thy tranfgrefBon be mnl- 
trplied, what doft thou onto him ?'* Job X3^xv, 6.; that 
js'fo fay, God lies beyond our reacli ; we cannot by onr 
fins dctra£l from, as neither can we by otir holinefs add to 
his happJnefs : but tht^ is no proof that We do him no in» 
jury. A rebel clapt i^p in prifon, of in the hand of the 
king's guards, is not able to reach the prince's perfon, nor 
render him diffatisfied r- y^t he may then injure him, and 
dotli it, when- he unjuftly reflets upon his govemmenl. 
•Juft fo it is- wilhfinners: indeed they cannot fcale the 
waHs of heaven, they are not able to climb over the eter- 
'nal ramparts, which raife thefenct of the Almighty's fa* 
•crcd throne, and there ftab his perfon ; but' yet they in- 
jure him Tn his name and honour,- and even in his life, by 
-evtry Hn : it is intended mnrder ; and this is death ly the 
laws of God an^ man. That anaong A>en it^l&not always 
:^ ^ ^ puniihed 
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puni(hed To, is only becaufe it is not al^'ays difcoverd $ for 
when i( is difcovcred by words, or evert though inefft^* 
nal adions, ic is piiniflied. Every fin fpits upon God's 
holinefs, tramples upon bis authority, brands biswifdom 
with folly, denies his goodnefs, and braves and gives a 
defiance to bis power: what punifbment then can be too 
great for this ? Now fure,- 

3. Sin deferves it, if we confidcr tie obligations that are 
by every Jin trampled upon. Every one will own, that the 
fii>s of children againft their parents^ of fervants againll: 
their mailer*, of fubjcfis againfl their lord, and the wives 
^gainil their hufbands, are finft of a black hue, a crimfon 
i5yc, and deferve therefore a very ferere punifliment ; and 
a.ccordingly are fo punifbed in all nations: but all thofe 
obligations are none to what we all lie under to God; fo 
that th«re i» more perfidy, falfehood, and treachery, in 
all our fms againft God,^ than in any of thofe: therefore 
U is but juft that there fliould be a proporti'on kept betwixt 
the olTences and the puniflimenf, 

' 4. That fin deferves fuch a puniflimeitt, is the judgtHMt^ 
^Go^y 4ind we know that his jtudg meat ts^* always aecord^^ 
ing to truth. It i& not ttle miflaken notion of a man, wli<l 
\\v the n^oll momentous truths may trip ; but it is tha 
judgment of the only wife God, who is a God of knowK 
edge, by whoo) adlioDs ara weighed. I think we need not 
go fo far back at prefent for a proof of this, as the penat 
fanAion of the law, fo long as W€ have the death of Cbrill 
as an evidsnee of it, nearer hand* If afii infinite perfb% 
Ctanding in the Tinner's room, muft, for his fins, have 
Aich a load of wrath laid upon him, what lefs mud th« 
puniOiment of the fmner brmfelf be than eternal wrath } 
Non« can pretend to believe the truth of the gofpel, and 
<|ueflion the jadice of God ki punifhing finners eternally ; 
for is it not ridiculous to admire divine feverity in tfa« 
eternal punifbment of wicked men, and not to attend to 
IniinVte Juftice punifhing feverely his own beloved Sou ? 
What wonder is it that wicked men fliould be for ever 
tormented for their own fms, if the moft righteous Son ©f 
.God fuffercd for the fins of others? He that, without. |i 
reproach to his goodnefs, could endure his moft dear So4 
to fiiffer fo long as one honr, will much better endure un- 
juft finners to be tormented with eternal puniHiment. 

5. Th»t 
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5. That fi« dcfervcs fiich a puniflimcnt, is not only ihc 
.judgment of God, but of men too. The comroon re«fou of. 
mankind fpeaks its judice. This appears by the fenti^ 
hients tbe hcdthens had of this matter. They had not a 
jrQvcfe,tion to guide them, .and tiicrcfcre had wild fancies 
about the manner of thefc punilbiTiewts, which they judg^- 
^d to be eternal^ but that there wece fuch puniflimenis, 
iand that they werejuft^ they bad no doubt« Hen.ce it was 
that their poets did condenm Tantalus to fuch a place, 
where he fhould have rivers juft wafliing up to his lip, 
and yet fliould not be aisle to drink of them ; and fo re- 
jrmn eternally under the violence of lhiri>, vi^h thii 
gnawing aggravation, that he had.wiiiers jufl at his very 
lip. But we may yet h»vc more clear proof of the judg«- 
ments of men in all nations, in their fan^iions of human 
Jaws. Do not all of them for .crimes, condejFn to ptrre* 
Inal imprifonment^ or to death? The one is an eternal 
55unifliment of lots 6f life, .and all its concomitant odvaxj- 
tagcs ; and this puriiihment is infliolcd without refpedt t« 
ii future life^ as appears in this^ that fuch laws arc exe- 
cntcd upon them, of whom none has reafon to think that 
they ihall have any (hare in the advantages of a /nture 
life. And that pwpetual impnfonment is not eternal irn- 
^rifonnaent, is not becaufe that it is thouglu unjnft, but'bc- 
^aufe neither the law*maker«, who put it into ejcecution^ 
Bor they who break it, live to eternity* 
. 6. Thar fill dfeferves eternal punifliment, appears from 
the acknowltdgement oftltepunijlted. This is a very ftroug 
jirgument ; for although tliey who are yet wallowing in 
th^ir Hns, and are lulled faflaflfep in the lap of carnal fe* 
curity, -will not acknowledge fo much ; yet if we inquire 
at tbofe whom God has awakened^ and to whem he has 
^iven a di-fcovery of the exceeding finfulnefs of their fio, 
.whether, with a profped of mercy or not, they will all 
iivith one mouth acknowledge that (in deferves eternal 
Wrath. Thofe whom jthe Lord deals witli, tn order to 
Isheir canverdoa, will all Aibfcr4be'to the jullice of God, 
jfliould he damn them eternally. 1 do not fay that they 
^tvi 11 be content to be damned i but they will own that 
"Cod were maft juft fliouW he deal fo by them. And not 
pn\y is it fo with them, but even with thofe wJ»o are Aank 
^o the utinoiVm blacic defpair.. If we iiften toa.5p>ra, 

who 
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\yho hai laid afide a]l hopes -of mercx,. we. fliali hear him 
crying out in tlje ^ngailli of his foul one day^ *' I am feai-- 
ed up tp eternal wrath : I tell you I deferve it 5. my pwa 
confcicnce condemns m.e,. what needeth any. or her judge ?'? 
and another day, again, we heai^ him crying out, '^ Though 
there were not another damned, yet Godis juft in making 
me an examplt to others ; and I cannot juftly complain. 
Tlier^is no puniflimcnt fo great but 1 havejuAly deferv- 
ed it." Xhefe confiderations do. fufficiently evince, that 
fin defervcs eternal puniihmeot; and. therefore Cod has 
good reafon to demand it. 

2<^/y, Our great L©rd and Mailer ha* great reafon ta 
pnnilh you wiih fuch puniiliment, not only becaufe your 
offences dfjerve it^ but becaufe he^ in the infiittition and prar 
mulgation of his laws^ did a/tually declare that he would fo 
■punlfh the trfLnfgr^ffors of it, S»n and eternal pamfliment 
were then linked together* With the very fame breath 
that God laid to. Adam, thou flialt keep my comm^ud* 
meots, he alfo faid to him, ^* In the day thoii breakeft' 
them, thou, flialt lurcly die." That the annihilation of 
his foul (hould be there intended, is contrary to fcripture,. 
and has no ground in r,eafon ; and if only temporal. death, 
is meant, then this would be implied, to f^y, Thou llialt 
be rewarded with eternal life if thou fin ; whieh were ri-^ 
dic,ulous to imagine. : Th^t therefore which is intended is, 
certainly eternal death. And God having annex^cd this pen- 
alty to the violation of his law, there is great reaf on that 
it iliould be punctually executed. For, : 

1. The honour of his wifdotn, requires it» To what pnr-; 
pofc fliould this penalty be annexed, if it were, not on de-, 
fign that it fliould be put in execution? or at lead it 
would refle£l,uppn his wifdom^. if it might- not^ with great 
reafon be put in execution. 

2. Jufllce to his honour^ as he is the righteous^ Judge- of 
the earth, calls for the execution of this law. What, I 
pray, is the bufinefs of oqe placed in that high (latjoii, if. 
not to fee laws executed, to *fe6 the coppliers: w]ih.theia 
rewarded, and the offenders condignly punilhed ? 

S« J^fl}^^ to the law requires the punifliment of finners:. 
for if the law in one p^rt may. be qcglefted, why nQt in-: 
all } Th(;g^hreatening, as well as.the precept,, has upQn.it 
the imj;lT|Bfs of the fupremis authority a a^d tJiejr,efGire^ as,; 

by 
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by the violation of the precept, fo by the non-execution 
of the penalty, the honour of the law fnfFers. If the pen- 
alty be required, then the honour of the precept ia re- '^ 
paired; but if the penalty be negledeJ, then the law is 
entirely affronted, and there is no reparation ; than which 
there can be nothing more unreafonabJe. 
• 4. Juflice to oft'lookers. To negle£l the pnnifliment of 
offenders, is of a dangerous influence to beholders ; it be- 
trays them into one of two or three dangerous miftakes ; 
it has a tendency either to make them entertain light ap- 
prenfions of fin, or elfe to make them cafi in qued'ion, ei- 
ther the knowledge, power, or wifJom of God, aitd his 
zeal for his own glory : therefore juflice to them requires 
that the penal faniSion of the law be Vigoroufly put in ex- 
ecution. 

5. Juflice to GocTs faithfulnefs. The honour of tlie di- 
vine veracity requires it. God engaged his faithful word 
for this accomplilhraent of the threatening; therefore, ei- 
ther the truth of God muft lie open to fufpicion, or elfe 
the puuifhment mud be inflifled upon you. 
, 6. To add no more confideratlons under this head ; by 
annexing eternal punijhment to the comniiflion of fin, all 
the divine attributes were engaged to fee it executed. Of 
thejuftice, wifdom, and fovereignty of God, it has alrea- 
dy been made appear ; and it might with equal facility 
be evinced, as to the unehangeablenefs of God, his good- 
nefs, power, and knowledge ; therefore he has reafoa to 
demand fo high a fatisfa^ion. 

3^/y, Sin not only deferves that heavy and eternal pnn- 
ifhment we have been difcourfing of, and not only has 
God adjudged, by an irreveriible appointment, that it 
fhotild be fo pun idled ; but we fay, moreover, that God^ 
Masjuft reafon to inflUi it^ becaufe this appointment of God, .^ 
linking fin and punifhment together, is mofl: juft and 
equal. This puts it beyond all rational doubt, that God 
has reafon to treat you as he will -do. Now, thejuftice 
of this penal fan^ion, I Uiali open to you in feveral con"* 
lideratiqus. And, 

!• This is plain from that which we have at great 
length difconrfed of already, in reference to the demerit 
ofiin. We have proved, by many incontiflfcje cviden- 
ces, that fin deferves the highelt punilhmetft tnat can be 

K infliaed. 



1 19 TH£ GUILTY SfJfNER ^aXVICTn>i 

inflifted. Now, juft authority cao iiiJvcr be bot juft, in 
puniibing a crime, or annexing a penalty. to it, that is. 
proportioned to its own nature i and this is plainly the 
cafe here,. 

2. Gad has made this fanUion ; therefore it is }ufl:« This^ 
I think, needs no proof, the Judge of all the earth camitJjB 
do wroiip, he is a God of truth, ainl withotit iniquity. Our 
Mays may be unequal, his can never be fo ; for were God» 
unrighteous, ** ho\»j could he then judge tlie world .*'' 
jays the apoftle, Ron), ill. 6. His will is tbc meafure of 
juftice to us : '* He doth according to his will in the 
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth ; 
iiiid none can fay to him, What doft thau ?" D»ti. iv. 35. 
If once we quit the will of God for theflandard and mea* 
iurc of jiliice, then ve warder rrd lofe onrfelvcs, and . 
are never like to find any other thing/that can with any 
ihadow of reafo'.i pretend to the place. 

3. This appointment of God is moft juft, becanfe it was 
raadf/?2 way of a contract,- There was a covenant between 
God Lud Adam. God did propofe the whole matter to 
him ; and the fu bdance of it was thie, Do, and live; Sinf. 
anddit. Man was content^ and that upon «leliberation, 
with the term* ; and therefore the judice of God is ckar 
in this n^atter. 

4. God ^\ A warn man before-hand of tlus pur:ijliment ^ 
and tjierefor« he is very jufl in the matttf; which will 
appear very plain if we obferve, that as man is iin- 
qucftionably obliged to obey God, fo God has an uh— 
queftionable rVght to command $ and that not only.iipon 
account of his ftiper-emirpent excellency, but on a<^unt 
of his creatioUf prefervation^ and innumerable bene£k{ 
thei;efore he cexsmaxiding to man what is jud and equals 
^ay do it upon what penality he pleafesj without ainy- 
fiiadow of injufbtce $ as I ihall :fnake appear by this plain* 
and familiar indanee: 1 fuppofe the lord of a manor: \6 . 
have placed or made a precipice in fome part of his land^ 
and that he forbids his fervant to go there, and tells himy 
if he do, he will be fure to fall there and be killed : Who 
wpuld fay. that he were goilty of^ that fervanriV death,' if 
tKefiprvant Aioiild go there? And I fay, God catif: with 
as little JiiC^liiK ht charged with the death of fioners, or 
with f(5Vcrft5r;,-fiQcc he §iv<s ih«)m fair wariiing. They 
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chufe 4aflm»tioii, and their (ibflrufl'ion is of thcmftlves. 
This was pertcaly the cale of -ma« at firft ; an J that af- 
terwards he fell under a fatal i4)abUiiy to alftain from fin, 
i|0 more clears hioi, ortnakcsGod fauhy, tiian it woiilj 
clear the fervant foPmc4rly nuBtiot>ed, or make his rnafter 
hiame-worthy, if the way to that pi eci pice -lay ftooping 
downward, and the fervant fbouid, upon the beginning 
of t lie defcent, run with fo full a career, that he wert; 
notable to halt till he had broke \m iwck. This, I fup« 
pofe Would not refleft wpoii th< nwfter, that he did not 
remove that precipice, or alter tive '\vay» And this ii ih,5 
cafcJ between God and man. 

5. Con/ic^tfr the influence that this penal fan^ion has- up* 
on them that arefavcd: and wherein we may fee that God 
\ws moft jufl in appointing it> It is the n>eans to bring 
them to heaven. It moves minifters to preach: ** Know- 
ing the terrors of the Lord, we perfuade men," l Cof,' 
Y« .11. And it moved tlie hearers to accept of falvation^ 
aa s^pcars from the frequent uCie our Lord maices ol- \\\\i 
argument* And In the orignial a>nftituti«n of the law, 
it wasdefigned as a mean, wot o^nly ^or the rcparirtion or 
Jl* violated honour, but alfo to 4«ter men from breai/uiu; 
the law : therefore God is maft juft in the whole of Ms 
condud in this raatier ; iince the greater the penalty war, 
the more Ukcly a mean it was to bold men in the way. • 

6. I thought to have further cleared the equity of this 
a{>pointmt;nt of God, whereby 6n is ordained thus td 
be puhiihed) from the confideration of the neceOfty thereof, 
in order- to the government of the world. If men have yet' 
fach boldnefs to fin, noiwithftanding the feverUy of tbefe 
puni/hments^ what would they have done, if there had been 
only fome light temporary punifliment to beinfiidUd ? 'thils 
confijeration would lead ms too- far from thu fubjed in' 
hand ; therefore I but name It, and proeeed to the 

Sixth and last gei>^ral, wnich I propofed for the 
itfipravment of tbi$ dodrlne. I have unfol^de^, at feme' 
length, the crime charged up oh you. I have proved, both 
in general and in particular, that ye- ha^e (inned, and 
thereby comejhert of the glory ofG^d, I hav^ Ihewed wbat 
the fatisfaftion is which judice required* I have liktwife 
made appe^ir, and have given you fonie account, how rca- 
Ibaable ii is that jaflice ihould carry its demands fo high. 

It 
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It remains now, that wc (hortly reprejent your tnifiry 
from the whole. But here indeed 1 am at a lofs how to 
Ugin ; and if once I begin, (hall find myfelf at no Itfs a 
Arait where to end. Sinners I have proved you ; and 
inifcrable I iliall now endeavour to reprefent you, upon 
this account. 

I/?, U&vaftlo/s can make you mifcrable, then indeed 
yclhallbefo. Your lofs can be imagined by none, but 
thofc who enjoy the advantages you lofe, or ihofe who 
arc already in the place of torment, and have their tyes 
opened to fee their own condition. It is fuch a lofs, that 
yc u cannot from one place have a full profpeA of it, I 
mra»i of that little portion of it which may , be known 
wiihout feeling : and therefore we fhall give you fonie 
different views of.it, as it were from diiliiift places, at 
each of which ye may fee fome, and but fonie (mail part 
of if. 

!• li^v your lofs (hall be great ; for ye fliall iofi th 
world tuith all its comfort f^ delights^ and fatisfaitiom. Are 
ye now poifetfed of a competent eflate, a ilcuri(bing fami* 
ly, healih of body, content of mind, and a fair (lock of 
reputation ? Ye (ball lofe all tliefe things ; and will not 
this be a vaft lofs to you \ Are not thel'e the things that 
bound your defires, and terminate all your wiflKS and in- 
quiries \ I fear they are fo to mod of you. They who 
have their portion only in this life, feek no more but 
iliefc things. All the queftion with fuch is, " Who will 
ibew us any good ?" any worldly good ; and if they lofe 
thefe things, then indeed they lofe all. They may fay 
their gods are taken away ; and what have they more ? 
V/hatever is defirable to the eyes, or pleafant to any of 
your fenfes, ye fliall at once for ever and eternally be 
deprived of. And is not this a vafl lofs \ Since it muft . 
be fo in many of yqiur eyes, ye ihall lofe that which 
ye valued above ^ heaven and ChriA. It may be, fome 
of you cleave fo fad tQ^a prefeuc world, that neither the 
promifes nor the threats of the gofpel can induce you 
to quit your hold : yet, notwithdanding of all your en- 
deavours to keep them, ye (hall lofe tbem all. Death will 
part you and .them : and O how great wilt this lofs be to 
you who have ne more 1 

2. When God puniflics you, yc wjll fudaia thi lofs of 

the 
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the go f pel, which now ye enjoy i and this will appear to 
be a Tad lofs then. The gofpel has in it treafures for the 
poor, eyes for the blind, fe«t for the lame, underftanding 
for the fioiple, peace for rebels, pardons for' condemned 
malefactors, a title to heaven for the heirs of bell, life for 
the dead, happinefs for the niiferable : and to lofe all thefe, 
Wliat lofs C4n be comparable to this? This lofs, when it is 
now fpoken of, may appear fmall to you : but the day is 
coming, when ye will learn to put a high value upon it, 
^fter ye have loil it. 

. 3. Ye will fuftain a vaft lofs ; for infalliyy ye lofe haa- 
men^ if ye continue in your fins : and who can teli what 
a lofs this is ? Who «an found the depth of thefe '^ rivers 
pf pieaCiire that are at God*s right-hand for evermore.'? 
Who can weigh that ^^ far mor^ exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory V* Who can take the dimenfions of that 
yaft " inheritance of the faints in light?" Who can de- 
clare the fweetnefs of tl»e fruits of that paradife of plea- 
fure ? What eye can difcern or let in juft apprehenfion$ 
of that blifs-glving fight., which the faints enjoy above^ 
where there arc no clouds toobfcwre the faee of their ^viy ? 
Well, whatever there isof^befe things, &11 thefe ye lofe. 
O im men fe lofs indeed ! 

We only name thefe ll>log9, defigning now to turn to 
another fubjeft. Would ye know how great a lofs ye XuC- 
tain in the firft inftance mcntiojied ? We may fend you to 
thofe who are wallowing in the delights of the fons of 
men, and who are glutting themfelves with a prefen^t 
world. They will tell yoa ftrange things of your lofs by 
the Temoval -of worldly comforts. Jf ye would under- 
iland how great your lofs isjby the removal of thegofpel, 
^o to thofe who have got a :heart to embrace it, and they 
will give you a furprifin^.accouat of their enjoy ment? bjr 
3t. But who can tell what heaven is ? :thej only who 
have beenvtherc ; aud e?en fear ce they ,4 for furely they 
feel, they enjoy more than iW'hat CsaA ^ e^prefTed* No)ii', 
all thefe things ye lofe. But need 1 fay more ^ Ye lofe 
God ; ye lofe your own fouls ; and if y« lofe yaur awti 
.foujs, and gain the *wori:ld> what profit haye ye ? yea, ye 
fuAain a vad I0& : what .rnuft ihenyour lofs be, .whence 
HOC oiil/ iofe y«ur own fouls, but Ipfe with ihem^U tbut ^is 
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ID this world, all that U good and comfurtable iu that 
which is to come ? 

2iifyy As ve fuftain a great lofs, fo ye mufl fnffer a vajl 
torment, 1 he former particular, viz. the puntfhment of 
l^ofs, I did only touch at, becaufe 1 had occafion, in the 
doArinal part, to difcourfe a little of it ; but here, when 
1 come to fpeak of the punifhmeRt of feufe, I (hall be a 
little more large, yet fo as not to exceed the bounds of 
thi» day's difcourfe. O fmncrs ! miferable are ye, if hu^e, 
vai>, and intolerable torment can make you fo. A view 
of your nufcry upoii this account, 1 ll>ai} give you in a 
very few particulars. 

X. If ye would underfland what your cafe is eternally 
to be, ye muft confider w^at of you it is that it to be eter* 
nally tormented. Our Lord tells u« of both fool and bo- 
dy as being diflroyed in hell, Mattb. x. 28. ^^ Fear not 
thtiD that kill the body, but are no>t able to kill the foul} 
but rather fear him who is able to deflroy both foul and 
body m beH.*' And this gives us to underftaad what is to 
be the fubjedt of thefe torments finners are to fudain. It 
IS not a finger or a toe ^ it is not a tooth or a joint : no ^ 
bat it 14 the whole man, fou^and body, that are to be tor* 
mented. And how will ye be able to endtrre this? If a 
drop of fcalding water fall upon your hand, ye areready 
to cry out of intolerable patn^: but how will ye then bear 
ity when a M\ (hower of brimftone, a deluge of burning 
wrath, will fall upon the whole man ^ Ye are not now 
able to hold your finger to the fire ; how will you theti en- 
dure, when foul and body (hall be cad alive into devour- 
ing £re and everla^ing burnings ? If now the trouble of 
one paft of the body occasion fo terrible disorder, what 
will your cafe be^ when cvery^ faculty of your fouls, eve. 
ry noember, every joint, finew, and artery of your bodf^ 
ftall be brim-full of wrath } 

a. Coniider, wko is the centritrer of theje torment s* 
There have been fome very exquifite torments contrived 
by th« wit of men, the naming of which, if ye underflood 
their nature, were enough to £11 your hearts with hor- 
ror : but all thefe fall as far (bort of the torments ye are 
toendare, as the wifdom of man falls (bort of that of God, 
who is ^* wife, and will bring evil,'' Ifa. xxzi. 2« Infinite 
Ivifdom ha^ coatrived that evil; thefe torments^ which 
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arc to be the eternal portion of all impenitent (innefs. If 
roan can find out a rack, a grid-iron, a furnace, heated 
leven times, for tormenting fuch as he has a mind to pun. 
iih ; what (hall we conceive to be the inventions of infinite 
wifdom, whenitisfet on work to contrive a punjfhroent 
for finuers } Wifdom, infinite wiCdora, well knows the 
frame both of foul and body ; it knows what faculty of 
tiie one or the other are of mod exquifite f(^nfe, and what 
tormentacan work upon them. God ihews himfelf wife, 
not only in bringing evil upon finners, but in contriving 
ity fo that it (hall furpafs what creatures can inflia. 

3. Confider, who is the inflitier of thcfe torments ; and 
this will give us a Arange profpefl of the roifery of thofe 
who fall under them. It is God, by his own immediate 
band. And from this the apoftle reprefents the mifery of 
fuch, who (hall fall under this puniihment : ^^ For we 
know him that hath faid. Vengeance belongeth unto me, 
and I will recompenfe, faith the Lord : and again. The 
Lord iliall judge his people. It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God,'* Heb. x. 30, 31, 
Should God but give a commii&on to fome creature to tor- 
ment us, if it were but a fiea to leap into the eye, and 
there to abide, how great would this torment be 2 But 
much more terrible would your cafe be, if God fiiould fet 
his wifdom a-work to find out and invent what mixture 
of torments from creatures would be mofl exquifite, and 
then infiict (hefeupon you : this could not but make your 
cafe miferable ; fince the nature of man is capable to receive 
comfort or difquietment from every creature; and God 
knows, not only our firaroe and make, but that of all the 
other creatures; and therefore underflands what might 
contribute moft to our difquiet and torment. Should 
God deal thus, it would make very exquifite torments in- 
deed ; but all this were nothing to his own immediate 
• hand and power. His little finger is more terrible than 
the united power of all the creatures. As there is no 
fearching out of his underAanding, fo there is no fear th- 
ing out of his power who is the infliAer, the author of the 
eternal torments of finners, ^^ who (lull bepunilhed with 
everlaftingdeftrndion from the prefence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power," x ThclT. u 9. But of this 
more anon* 

4« Confider, 
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4, Confider, what it is that engages infinite power^ and 
fits on Uifinite wi}4om ; and this will give you yet a moro 
terrible reprefentatioti of your mifery. If it were only 
Janice, we might expeil that there raigktf)o5ibly be fonn? 
abatement made; but it is ang«r, fury, the height of fury, 
that fets wifdoni a-work to contTivp, and pow«r on wo^rk 
iQ effect y^our niifery; aad therefore, miferatble ye roaft of 
neceflity be, beyond thought or exprcllion, A remarkable 
fcripturc to this purpofe \vc havt* in Nahum i. 2.: — 6> 
God is jealous^ and the L(Ord revengeth ; the Lord reveu- 
pctb, and is furious ; the Lord will take vengcarxe on his 
• J.erfaries, ajid he referveth wra^h for his eneniies. The 
Lord is flow to anger, and great in power, -and will not at all 
acquit the wicked. Tjie Lord'hathhis.way in the whirl wi«d% 
and in tlieQioru), and the dpuds are the dull of his fee.t. He 
.rcbivketh tlie fta, and makcth it dry, and drieth up- all the 
rivers. Baflian languilhcth, and Ca:rmel,apd the flower df 
Lebanon languiflictk The mountains quake at him, and th^ 
hills nnelt, and the earth is bur-nt at his prefence ; yea, the 
world, and all that dweil therein.. Who can ftand be- 
fore hia indignation ? and who can abide in the fiercenefs 
of his angC'T I ^irS fury is poured out like iire, and thie 
4ocksare thrown down by him.'* This is, a fcripture fo 
very remarkable, that we cannot paTs it, without offer* 
ing you a few obfcrvations for clearing it a little* AncI, 
(i.) Here ye may fee the certainty of finners being puni^ 
«d. If ever ye efcape who continue in your fins, it muft 
.cither be, bccaufe <^od will not, or becaufe heis not abte 
to punilh you : but here ye fee, that he is both able and 
.will.ing, ver. 2. ** The Lord is great in power, and will 
4iot at -all acquit the wicited." By no |neans wlIJ lie laC 
themgONvho continue in their inij)cnitency. (2.) Ye fee 
what the punifliment of the wicked is : *^ He will take 
vengeance on his adverfariesi, and he refertretb wrath far 
his ciicmies." It is exprcflfed by vengeance and by wratb.^ 
It is a punifli^nent that is the cfFeft of wrath and revenge, 
and is to be continued by wrath that is kept in referve for 
that purpofe. (3.) Ye have that which is the inflider of 
this ;pnnifliment ; it is the great power of God* (4«) 
Here ye have that whidi fete this {power on work to pun- 
ilh the wicked : it is jcaloufy ; " Now, Jealoufy. is the 
rage of man," Prov# vi. 34. and jealoufy iA -God is the 

rage 
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rage of God. (5.) Here you fee the awful efFefts of this 
rage, of God: ** The Lord revengeth, the Lord reven- 
geth." The expreffions being doubled, intends the figni- 
£cation, and fliows the certainty of it. (6.) To rcpre- 
fcnt, if poffible, the terriblencfs of this revenge, in a yet 
more lively manner, it is added, *' The Lord revengeth- 
and is furious." (7.) The ferriblenefs of this appearance 
of God againftfinners, is further declared by a dcfcriplion 
of God*s power, defcribed In itseffefts upon the inanimate 
creatures; as if he had faid, look how terrible the cafe 
of finncrs is like to be, when God begins to take vengeance 
on them, and to revenge himfclf by that power, which by 
a rebuke drieth up the fea and the rivers, that makes 
Bafhan and Carmel to languidi, that mdts the hills, and 
makes the earth to quake. The power of God was put 
forth in a very remarkable manner, in creating the world, 
but is exerted in a more remarkable manner, in punifliing 
the WTckcd : herein is his power, even the glory of his 
power, ma n i felled ; for ye are to be punilhed " with 
cverlafting deftruciion from the glory of his power.'* The 
power of man produces greater effedlsj when anger and 
fiiry make htm (Irairi^ as it were, every finew. and nerve^ 
than when he is cool, and in a ^date compofed frame : a 
Samfon in fuch a cafe pulled down the pillars of the 
houfe. What fliali we then conceive will be thecfTeGs of 
God's pewer, when the heat of anger and fierce indigna- 
tion and fury excites and a£ls it ? May I not conclude 
this cbnfideration- with that of the prophet in the 6lh 
verfe, '* Who can ftand before his indignation, and who 
can abide in the iiercenefs of his anger ? His fury is poured 
out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him." 

3^/y, As your lofs is great, and the punilhment ye are 
to undergo great, fo both thefe will come upon you in one 
day ; and this is a terrible aggravation of your mifery. In 
a moment all the enjoyments of earth, all the gofpel-pri. 
vileges, and all the hopes of future blifs, which impeni- 
tent fmners have, will vaniHi; and then, even then, at 
that very inftant, will God appear, with his face full of 
frowns, his heart full of fury, his hand full of power, and 
all directed towards finners'» It is remarkable, in the fen- 
tehce at the lad day, that with the fame breath, at the 
very fame, inftant they are bid depart pod's prefeoce, 

Muth* 
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Mdtth. XXV. 41. I bey arc likcwife fciit to eveflafciRg' 
burnings. 

4t/ilyj A$ both will cores at once, fo they both vriU 
come Juddenly and furprijingly. This extremely iDcreaffs- 
your rnirery. Sudden deilruction, and furpriCiig dellruc-* 
tloji, is, on that very account, double deftru&ioiu It. 
may be (aid, that your damnalioa lingcrcth not, 2 Pet. 
ii. 4. A? Chrift comes quickly, Revr xxii. zo. fo lie. 
comes ** in flaming lire to take vengeance on them tlmt 
know not God, and obey not the Gafpel," z Thtf. u 8, 
It is fiidden, becaufe it comes at a time when it is pot ex-, 
pefied. Many of you poflibly may be putting the tvil day 
far away ; and yet ye cannot tell how near it may be to 
fome of you. Who can tell but foiiw who this da,y are 
h^re in God's prcfence, may be in the pit before next Sabii. 
bath ? But whether it be fo or not, we are fure it is uot 
long to ^he time when all you who remain impemtent (baU 
be fent down to the fides of the pit. It ts ftiddao dlfoy be«»^ 
cavife ufually th)& rpin comes when tli^ quit^ caiitF«ry \% 
cxpeAed; when " they Uy* peace, peace, then fuddea- 
dcftruftion," Thef. v. 3. When the fool waafingin-fa. 
requiem to his own foul for many years, then that v«rjr 
night all this milery comes upon him, Luke xii. &o. And 
th:s was a great aggravation of his oiifery. A blow giv-*- 
* rn when the contrary ia expeScd, is doubly ftunning. 

jfiliy, As all thefe things, all thefe loiTes, all t^he tor- 
meuts we have been fpeaking of, come fuddenly and at 
oncf, fo they all are inevitable. Impenitent finders can«s- 
npt by aJiy means efcape them. For^ 

1. God has engaged that finners ihall be puniflied. He. 
will not at all acquit the wicked* He has paiTed hU word 
upon it, he ^^ f wears in his wrath, that impeuieut Onnera 
flxall not enter intehis reft,*' Hcb. iii. 18. Therefore they- 
may cxped that he will be as good as his wordr 

2. God cannot change: there is no *^ variableneCs nor 
(badow cf turning with him," Jam. u 17, He continuea 
unaUcrabiy the fame :. ^^ I am the Lord, I change not ; : 
therefore the Tons of Jacob are not confumed," MaU iii« 6. 
There is the clear (ide of the cloud to bis own people \ 
and, UL>ou the other hand, it may be inferred, ^^ I aia 
the Lord, I change not ;" therefore ye who have con** 
tiaued impenitent ihall be turned luto h&lh 

3* Ye 
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3; Y:e are not able to ward dfF tiie Ij1o\<'; ' The apdftle 

txbferves, " That the fooViflmefs of God is wifer than 

iwn,' attd the weaknefs of God is ftronger than man," 

I Cor, i, 25» The weakeft effort of God agaiiifl man is 

cnoHgh' atlcrl jr to ruin him: <* Lo, at the rebuke of his 

eoMtenance wc pcrilh," Pfal. Ixxx, 16. He can look on one 

** that is proud, a-nd abafe him ; " and his eye cafts about 

wgfland deft'rttdlion,'Job'xf, 11.-^13. If a look can ruin 

u<, much more the breath of hisnollrils; *'*■ By the breath 

of his no^rils wc are confuired, and by the blaft of him 

we perifh^'* Job rv.y. Now, if ye be not able to ftand a- 

^gafnfl his look, his breath, the bla/l oF lu3 nofbrih, far Jcfs 

agiiflft his finger, which mined Egypt by divers plagues; 

iJ'd yet much lels againft his fift, ilzsk. xxii. 13. Whofe 

htart cab endare, whofe hands can be (Iron^, in the day 

when 'tbofe hatida that jiieafure the waters in the hollow 

ofrliert, that f pan the heaV ens j comprehend the dufl of 

the ebMh, and take np the iDcs as a very little (thing, fliall 

begin to crofli, ahd fquceze, and grip hira? farJtfs is any 

able <o wit bftand', when God Idys on the weight of his 

wra-th, which prcflfes them hard, a« it did Heman j or. 

w-lien ho runs upon thrm, like a mighty giant, with his 

£trll force, as a man doth upon his enemy^ Job xvi. 14, 

J * t h fe *ct^fe, neither ye yourfelves nor any' creature cjixi 

help yott; therefore your mifery is inevitable. 

» 6tklyi As your mifery is inevitable, fo it is eternal. It 
is not fora day, oir'a year, or a moiitb, or an age, nay, 
fldr for millions of ages ; but for ever. It is evcrlafling 
daftToflioaj cv.erlaitin^ burnings, ye ar^ to dwell with } 
*he VfOfm dJefe rtot, the fird goeth not out ;* the fmoke of 
your totn^e^ts {tts^^ittn^ for, ever iwid ever. If one ever 
svill not do it, ye fhali have more of them. Here ivideed 
is nailery-, exquifite raifery; and you would do "well to 
tibink on your ef<^ape* 

"Wc have now, for eight Lord^s days, inCfted upon this 
ifabjed; and may we norconcludfe'whhthc pi-ophet^^Who 
bath believed our report ?'' Who among you all, who 
Jiave been our clofe hearers upon this fubjed, are yet con- 
vinced of fin } I fear, very few, if any. If there be but 
on.e foti) among you all, that is awakened to fee its fin 
and nifery^ thie news we ari: next to bring will be welcome 

to 
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to fuch i and we hope tbe Lord will grant them that which 
the/ long for. 

But to the generality, who are yet fall afleep, and who 
are as infenflbie as ever, wefliall fay a few words. And, 
(i). We fay to you, Have ye not heard what we have 
charged you with? and what anfwer ye to all? I am fure 
ye can anfver nothing that is of weight. And if |e be not 
able to anfwer a man like yonrfelves, think how muteyc 
will be, when ye come before our great Lord and Mafter, 
fcated upon the great white throne. (2.) What mean ye, 
O flcepers ? Is it now time to be fleeping, when ye cannot 
tell but tbe next moment ye fliall fmk irrecoverably into 
the iramenfe ocean of the eternal and intolerable wrath of 
God ? (3.) We canHot tell but this your flupidity may 
provoke God to that degree againd you, that j^e (hall 
never have a warning more. How terrible will your cafe- 
be, if he (hall fay. Never fruit grow upon thefc barren 
and unfruitful tinners any more; or if this day he fhall 
give death a commiflion, Go to yonder obflinate (inners, 
whoml by my fervants have Jong been dealing with, in 
order to bring them to a conviflion of their danger, ar- 
refl them, bring them immediately to me, and 1 fhall a- 
waken them, but not to their advantage. How will your 
hearts ache, your ears tinglei and your fpirits fail, when 
ye hear the dreadful fcntence pronounced ! Mailh, xxv. 
41, " Depart from me, ye curfcd, into everlafting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels." Now, if ye 
would avoid this, awake in time, and £lee to Jefus Chriil ; 
haflen your efcape, before the decree bring forth, before 
the day pafs as the chaff, before the fierce anger of tbe Lord 
come upon you^ before the day of the Lord's anger come 
npoq you. ** 



THE END or PART FIRST. 
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THE 

GREAT CONCERN OF SALVATION. 



PART ir. 

man's recovery by FAITH in CHRIST ; OR THE CON- 
VINCED sinn.er's case and cure. 

A£ts XVI. 29, 30* 31. — Thf:n he called for a light, and 
f prang in, and fell down before Paul and Silas ; and 
brought them outy and faidy Sirs^ whfit muft I do to be f 

faved ? 'And theyfuidj Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrijly 
and thou Jhalt be faved^ and thy houfe, 

• 

WHEN wc began to difcourfe to you from "Roni. lii. 
13. we obfervcd, ijiat there are three queftions in 
vh ch man is principally concerned, What haoe I done? 
fVhatJhall'Ido to befa'ced? What fliall I render to the Lord? 
He who knows how to anfwer thefe faiisfyingly, cannot 
SDifs happinefsy if he pra£life according to knowledge. 

To the firft we have returned anfwer at fome length. 
We have Oiewn you, what ye have done, and what are 
the confequents of it : " Ye have finned, and fo come 
'fhofl of the glory of God." Now we (hall proceed lo . 
ihe fecond queftion, What fliall -Cue do to be fa'^ed? And a« 
the ground of what we are to fay upon this head, we have 
chofen the words read, in which both the queft'ion «ud an- 
fwer are diftindlly hid down. 

In the text and context, wlj have the account of the 
converfioti 0/ the keeper of the prifon at Philippi, a city 
111 Macedonia; In which there occur feveral things very 
condderabie.. 

L I. The 
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1. The perfon who was converted defer ves to have a 
ffecial mark put upon him. He is^ heathen, one df the 
ruder fort, who was taught blindly to obey what he wa« 
put to, without ever inquiring whether right or wrong. 
He had, but the night before, p\it the apoftic'i feet in tht 
ilocks, and laid them in chains. When God deHgns to e- 
re^ trophies to his grace, he is not wont to Tingle out the 
moral, ihe wife, and polifhed fort of finuers, Jeaft they 
ihould glory in themfelves ; but he pitches upon a Mary 
Alagdalen that has feven devils dwelling in her,— -a perfe* 
cuting Saul, — a rude jailor, — " that no flefh may glory 
in his prcfence,'* i Cor. t. 26, — 29. 

2. The place where he is converted, is a prifon, a plac« 
where niinillers were not wont to come, but when they 
were brought there, that they might be kept from endea- 
vouring the converfion of finners. When God has a mind 
to have a fniner, he will not want means to accomplifli 
i>is JeHgn. He can make a ];Aace that is defigned to be a 
uiean of fupprcffing the ^ofpcl, fubfervicnt to its propa- 
gation . 

3. The exercife of the apcftles under their confinement 
delcrves a remark. A prifon is not able to keep them 
from praifing God. Sometimes they have been made* to 
flng in a prifoR, who have been mourning when at liber- 
ty. God difpenfe« the largeft, the richtft comforts, whc« 
iiis people need them moft. He can fweeten a {linking 
Jungeon with the favonr of his fweet ointments. He can 
foften hard chains, by lining them, as it were with rich 
fupplies of grace. He can relax the clofenefs of a prifon, 
-^i'ith his free Spirit," who brings liberty wherever he is. 
Their hearts are thankful for mercies that they enjoy; 
and God chufcs that time to give them new ones : a ftrong 
proof that it is indeed a good thing to give thanks unto 
the name of the Lord. Praife for old mercies brings ner 
mercy with it- The liberal man lives by liberal devices. 

4. The accafion of the jailor's converfion is an earth- 
quake, which (hook the prifon, opened the doors, and 
maxie the chains to fall off. A ft range fort of earthquake,"^ 
indeed, that loofed tha prifoner's bonds. When the 
I^ord defigns to awaken a (inner) if lefs will not do it,, a 
miracle (hall be wrought, 

5. It is worthy of ourpbfetvation^ that the firft influ- 

ence 
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ence-of this providence was like to have proven fatal aud 
mVning to the man whofe falvaiioii was defigued. The 
firil appearances of God for thefalvation of finntrs may 
have a very ftrange influence. They maybe fo far from 
bringing the finners, whofe falvation is defigncd, iitarcr, 
that they may feem lo put them farther oH. The jailor 
would haye killed himfelf. 

. 6, Their frame and dcportajcnt under this difpenfaticn 
is no lefs remarkable. Though the earth be (Laken, their, 
hearts are not fo, but are jn a blciTed reft and repofc. Thty 
know that God who. iUook Uie earth was their God, and 
gave it: a commifljon not to wrong but to help theni. This 
keeps th0 Chriftian calm under iliaklng pirovidences ; the 
(eas may rage, and beat high,, but the rock whereon he 
reils remains firm, and cannot be ihaken. And a further 
proof of their frame we have in their regard to tha 
jailor ^s fafety. Some would have thought it a happy oc- 
caGon' to make an efcape ; but they take care of the keep- 
Cfh life, though it iliould.be to the endangering of their 
own. They do good to enemies, and love them that hate 

7. Their words to the jailor arc remarkable t " Do thy- 
felf no- harm." They feafonably flep in for preventing* 
qf fin ; they reprefent the fin fo as it might appear the 
more hateful; they remove the temptation. Herein they 
leave us an example: if we would prevent the ruin of o« 
tfaers, we muft ftep rn feafonably. Had they delayed a lit- 
tle longer, the m^n had been.gone paft all remedy. If 
we would difcoyer fin. fo as to make it appear finful, we 
Oiuft reprefent it under thofe forms which are more likely 
to engage finners to renounce it : ** Do thyfelf no harm.** 
Self-prefe^vation is the prime dictate of nature. For one 
to deftroy himfelf^ is to a& crofs to the very foundation of 
reafon, which leads to > the ufe of all means that have a 

' ' 1.1, « 

tendency to felNprefervation. And then they rcmpv.e the 
teB)|>talioB. Tliofe who would effeflually difTuade fniners 
from fin,:mun let them fee that all the groutids they go 
upon are miftakes. The wan fuppofed they had been gone, 
and that he would be puniihed tor them; and to avoid thia 
imaginary danger, he would have really ruined himfelf. 
Thus fmncrs, to avoid imaginary evils, run upon real 
oaes: and to giiii, imaginary advantages, they lofe the 

true 
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true gain. And tUerefore minifters or others, in cheating'* 
with ilicn7, fliould ftudy to undeceive them in thismatler^ 
*^ Do thyfelf no harnr, for we are all hertf.** 

Here foine may inqiiire, hovir they faw hiiBj wh^n It 
was now night, and he did not fct them > To ih's Ian-* 
fwer, there might be either mocn-lighr, or a candle'iii' 
the iilicrmoll room, whereby ihty iKight fee ^hat was*" 
done there ; but yet he could not fee into the remote coir- 
nf rs of the irnenrioft prifoir wh«re ihcj^lay in chains 

8. We are to obferve the influence that this check, this' 
reafonable advice, that carried a reproof in its bofow, had • 
upon the man : it convinced him, it put him irito this 
trembling humble polhire we find him in. Here t Bifght 
obfcrrfr wawyvtty confidtrtihle imiths. • Grace it^iiaflf • 
begins to work, when finners have gone to a height, to an* 
excefs of' /5i>. While the man is pracVjfing a bloody! 
crime, and had tntir'dered himfelf in defign, then grace', 
cliufes to lay hold on hUv, When Saol was grown road^ 
ill his'perfecution, carrying* it iven to a foreign coo-ntp)'^' 
grace takes the Opportunity. It doth not befpeakfinrira* 
in their lucid intejrvals ; but, to ihew its power^ it reacW 
es them when at tihcrr woTft". Agalji| ho# migMty^'a 
change caa a word make, when thefpiritof i5o4 concurs ! • 
He whom the earthquake did not deter from finniAg*, it' 
overcome with a word : a word makes bim t^wt p'i*t-theip; 
feet in the flocks fall down at their fee t- Oi»e word e-- 
pens the man*^ eyes to fee what he never few before, ft' 
£lls his heart with concern about faIvatiOB,a; thing be had 
not minded before ; and the^ fear^ cf that wrath tbaf he- 
little thought of, ^ heir he wa* jcrft going to throw himfcir 
fearlefsly in itshand by Ye if- m order, now make bim trcm-' 
ble, and faH down,' aiid try' out, }i^t mteft I ddJobeJh^' 
vsd ? It makes him pry* rcvereftce to t-hem' to whom hfc 
paid none before* He' caflls tlietij'Sii'ai a te/m of honoor 
and refpeft." A^rcat chah^e*iitdeed] 'h^rearra muhiinde^ 
of wonders. The terrors of God niafkea-ftoiit heart to' 
fliake. An tmcoif^errtey perfiiufor fay* falvatiii)nto heart r* 
am d much concern in the helAft'dlfdbifcrs itfe^f by ttr cf- 
fecis ; it breaks out in thetTemblingof thc^body, and the." 
anxious qneftiai in* the tc>'. ' * ' 

y. Here it is worth onr while to inquir«», what be v/ar 
convinced of? Ttjjt the ma»i is convinced oFdangef,-ii' 
• • •' plain ; 
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p4a*Mi s that it was not, the danger of being puniihed for 
ktting away the prifon^rs, is no lefs plain } he was now ea- 
fed of any fcarshe had of ^hjs fort. In one word, he wai 
convinced of his fin and mifcry. This is plain from the- 
apoftk's <IireaiQn. It were blafpheroy to think that thejr 
iDiftook.bis cafe? and tho event puts it beyond all doubt^. 
that "they w^rc not miftaken ^ for the cure is no fooncr 
applied than it takes eiffcft. The direSion quieted tli* 
man'is rtiind 9 ^nd tjiia ni^kes^it plaii?,^ that it wasiin and: 
mifery that was nc^w in his view ; it was the cnrfc of the 
law that waf:: purfuing hiro. We need no; fpend time 
1411 itHjviri^S >)»bat fins he.was convinced oC, That the fm 
of felf-rourdcr was the firft, fccms prababic from wilat 
has been already difcourfed. When the candle of the 
lK)r<|,fiUitbebofoiJj of thefmntr With li||ht, the fir il fin 
that is.feen is uTjially fooic gr^at fin, andfor.rooft p^rt 
the fin that was l*ft coQnvittcd*. This On was juft now- 
committed i «nd a mondrous.one it w^s :. but though this 
might be the fii ft, we have na reafon to think that it wa% 
tbis.only.f nayt ve ,haye reafoato thinkr that th« Lord 
gave the man a broad fight of all his other impieties^ 
When the Lord lights at candk in a finner** bofotn, though 
fome ,onfr great fin occurs firfl, yet he quickly turns to 
athers, and looks .thrpJ9gh the, ugly he^rt that t was never 
feen before, and fees it full .of fins. T.he Lord tells fin«t 
ners fometimfs aU tMt ever they did, hy telling them 
one fin; and thus no doubt it .was with the Jailor. 
lii the 

' iGu And lail place,^ the podv^c the poor inan is in, 
when he puts the melancholy queflion, What mufl I do tt 
bt faved? defcrves our notice } he is fallen upon his face ; 
not toworfiiip ; this the apoilles would not have permit" 
ted, as they did not upon other occafions 4 but either it 
is only a civil refpe£l he pays them, after the fafiiion of 
fupplicants in the eailfrn countries ; or his trembling lags 
w.er? not able to'.fupport his body ;. or partly the one, 
and partly the other, occafioned this poflure. 
' The next tbtjig.that falls under our. coniSderation, is 
the anfwcr, which the apoftles give to the jailor's quef« 
tion, Believe orp the Lord Je/us Chrifly and thoujhalt be fa- 
ved<, and thy houfe, Tbi9 contains the fubdance of the 
gofpel I and itJs ^hls^part of.thc.words we principally df- 

L X. Ign. 
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figfl to infifl: an. 1 flialF refer tfie fexplicatior> of tlwift, till 
fuch time as I have done with- what is deftgned from the 
qiicftjon } bccaufc I do i>ot incline to burden you with too 
tfcdioiis an explication^ of the words. 

From the qw?ftion itfelf, theiT, a*ceord>itg to the ace^unt 
jtift now given of it% nieahing, wef {h&l^ lay "befori y^o^ 
and difcourreoftbis One dofl^inal propefltion. « 

DocT. — " A (*hner-that. is awakened, and fotuidly con- 

* vi need of fin, and mifeYy, its^ neceffary cenf^^uiitt artd 

' eoinpanion, will lay falvation ferioiiCly to heaft t Or 

will with concern put the queflion) WAaf- muft I th U 

hefavedr' ' . 



,.i • 



This we fee h the fitft hvi'A of coftv^ftion in thcjaitor, 
Sirs^whcci ffmft fda t6 be^fspved T This was theamntediai^ 
refalt of con via ion in the awakencd^conveiirts^ A&4 ii, 37; 
And thus it will be with all who are indeed • a vilakeded^glnd 

a 

convinced of fm, unlefa tlifer« fee fmtte fuch cbhcdmitanc 
circumflances && hinder it neceiTftrily, of which anon. 

In difcmirfing this dd£lrine, Wfc&ttll^ ' . ; .. • » 

I, Premifeafetothngs^ {&x during the ddSrine. '- 

II. IxM^wnt what ihhs faha^dk-fs^ w»hUh; a.wa'keiwd Un* 
4iers.do fcek after ^ . .. i. . .'.;,.;. 

Hi. We fliall ende'avowr U gPoefeWie^acci^funtofrhisem^ 
cern abaut fai^atio^ •whUh is* thercfiilt of Gorj-vitftion.i 

IV. We ill a 11 fliow, why it is -that convinced finners d* 
lay fahation to heuri. Now, of each of thefe in order, 

I. We begin with the firft ; and for clearing oiirdvoc* 
trine, we offer to your <anriderat ion a few pYopofitions^ 

Ftrft^ ConmfUmi \s that fight of ^n and itiifery which rfin* 
ners get, whc?ir the $|»iric of God picefentsthero to the 
foiul's view,, iiri their nature^- and 'fheit necefTary con*' 
neflion with one another, togcthciir with 'the finndr's inter- 
e(l and concernjnent in them ; and that info clear alight, 
that he cannot but take notice of theti). i/?, We fay the 
Spirit of God fets fm and mifery, in' their own • nature be- 
fore the (inner 's eyes, in a clear light. There 4s no man 
who has not fome apprebenfions of fin and mifery; every 
one difcourfes of tfaefe things. £diM^aii^n; the difpenfa- 

tioa 
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tk>n. of th^ word, and convcrfe, have begot fonje noSlotis 
of fn> ii> every body?s mind : but for a»f clear xiUJcoJi^eiries 
of (in in tts nature, f^w have tiietnv * The tlionghts o£ 
men about fm, are^ for the nvod parr, like the thongiits of f 
a-man who never faw ^ toad wit=h a fii 11 >i light z If lauy man;) 
fkould tell hibi how loathfouie a creature it w«ri3 ; and > 
wilhaV i»> the twilight fijew hina on^^ when he eould not • 
diflinguinj it from a piecre of curious<jet lying by it, he. 
would B&t be m^ch affected vvvith the: acjcDnnVi),oir' would 
His thoughts of its deformity and uglinefs anfwer the 
thing' itfelf : but if the fun lliould dart down a beam of its 
. Hght ai>on the loathfome creature, the man would {ce it, 
and it may be then hij flefli would begin to fhrink, and it; 
would fill him with averTion. Tuft fo k is with uncon* 
yihcedr'fthners: they (e^fmj but it is only in the twilight 
0(f rcafbn, ed-u^ation, or the external dirpenfation of the 
word ; therefore they are not affeOed with it, nor do they 
feetnr^ peculiar deformity in it, Qtitill the Spirit, of God 
k&ts IDS ray of fitpernaltiral light, and then this very 
quickly fiUs the foul witl^ a view of its.exceeding iinfulnefs, 
V^bich make^ the heart begin to flirink at it, and enterta»n 
k with averfion. The cafe, is jnft the fanac wich refpe^ to 
that roifcry that is the confequent and companion of fin. 
Till once the Lord m^ltebarje hisarni In the fmner's.view,^ 
and cad;. in fomedrop^ ofr ^«rath into his foul, with a cer«. 
tification that thefc are but dropss, he will n^vcr be. du- 
ly afiediexi with it, aiiiy^ The Spirit of God in.convi€l,ion,; 
net only prefenls fm and roifery to the foul in thejr own 
nature, but likewife in thcic conne<5bion. . God has. linked 
£{1 and hell together. It always was fo, but finners do 
not .always; think fo. Ground lefa apprehenfions of God, 
as if 'he wer« all merey^.his patience iHrfoybeariwg the ex-, 
rcution. of finch, as defcrvc double dt^ftru^ipn,. the fubtiJe 
reafoDings of Saian^ the wgrld, and deceitful lufls, either 
* hr^t a pecfu-aiiob, that fin and wrath may be feparate, or 
eife a fufpicion that it is not certain that they are fa link- 
ed together as the word fays, andminifters aver. But the 
Spirit of God prcfcnts the two, in their dependence and 
connexion, in fuch a light to the finner's mind, that h« 
J cannot but believe, that there is no parting them, sd/y^ 

? The Spirit of God difcavcrs to the finnner how deeply he 

-is concerned, in fin^.and xonCe^uently in that woe that is 

linked 
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linked to it. H« noi only lets him. fee the toad crawliDg^; 
at a dillance, but upon his very. clothes. He not only telli 
him that a certain man has finned^ as Nathan did in the . 
parable, but applies the parable, and fays, ^^ Thou art 
the man*** He not only lets the finncr fee heJl and fin link- 
ed together, but alfo lets them fee the one end of the chaiR^ 
fiD, f*(lcned to himfclf: and all this he difcovers with, 
fiich clca^rnefs as obliges the (inner to notice it. 

Secondly^ We prcmife this, That ikert tire difftrtnt de-^ 
grees of conviction, and that both as to its clcarncfs, ex- 
tent, and continuance. Upon fonie perfons, forae faint' 
rays break in, and open their eyes fomcwhat above na-i. 
ture's power,, letting them fee a little more.clearlyi Upon, 
others there come in full beams, difcovering all diftindt- 
ly, like the fun fliining in his ftrength. Ag^in,. fdmedif-r 
cover only a few ; others get under their view many fins p 
the light that fhines upon fome,. is only like a flafli o& 
Ightening, that fills the houfei with furprifiug light, and: 
is prefently gone again ; or like the warm blinks of thei 
fun before a fhower, which are prefently gone, and the* 
(ky filled with dark clouds. So various are convl^ious^ 
as to their degrees of clearnefs, extent, and continuance, 
Thofe conviftions which are only faint, and reach only to 
a few fins, we are not here fpcaking of, when we fpeak of 
a finner that is thoroughly awakened or convinced. 
- Tpirdlyj The iffues and confequences oficonvi&ion are na 
l«fs various. Thofe fainter difcovcries of fin, which many 
meet with in the difpenfation of tfie word, or. by awaken« 
ing providences, ufually carry people the Length of fomc 
faint defircs after deliverance y or if they rife higher, it 
i4:idom goes further than good refolutions, and there they 
die. The great flailies of light^ which dart into the 
minds of fome, very often raifcarry, and turn t» nothio^^. 
It is much with the perfon who falls under themy as it is. 
vith a man that is awakened by a flafh of lightening that 
darts into his bedr the noife of a thunder-clap, that comes 
along with it, may make the man dart up before he is" 
well avraked ; and the light difcovering many things, oc- 
cafions a great cbnfufion in his mind; but prefently the 
noife is over, and the light gone, and then the natural 
tamper of his body, th^ foftnefs and eafe of the bed he 
lies onv do invito him afr^ik to flcep ; . and though by. the 

light! 
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figfit t\iat cirnc in, he might Cet the raoni fuU of cncmifs, 
lit IS cafiljr pcrfiiaded that all was l>at' HKifionj of fancy, ' 
aird therefore he lays- himfcrlf d-owa agafn, andF falls fi(i 
«ileep« Thus it is with roaniy : ihcy heair the thondcr- 
ings of the law in the preaching of the word; and'fome-* 
times the Spirit of God lets In a beam of light into the- 
beai-t with them, that filU.aH rirc foul with fear, difcor-' 
eriqg the deadly foes that are lodged and fccKetly erticr"* 
tained there; this Tnake« finn«r» ftart up, and'it may be 
cry out ; they are awaked oirt of their fecurity, and raife^ 
themfclTes out of thcif beds. Now, one would tWnk' 
thofe perfons in a great forwardnefs, and rery well ; bnt^ 
eVe ever ye arc a wart, they ar« fafl afleep again, ** T^^y^ 
return with the* dog to the vomit, and with the fow that" 
was waihed, to the wall«wrng.in the mire;" they fall in- 
their own fih*; Why^ -tirhat is tH« matter * No degree' 
of convidion can change the heart ; and coVvi^ldns of 
fliort coniinHiance d'd rather fright tlian Toil « dly «k#a ken :^ 
t-herefortf when the natural iiTilinations- or^he heart 
pTcffcs orf 16 a little more ffeep ; and Satan joining ifTtie 
#k?j thT» fi-ame of the carnal nnnd, contrTbiWes Kia part,^ 
atid iendravt^urs to bcj the fbtfl adecf' Vgatn, ' rt cannot ' 
ctoie but ^l a£eep 1 for the flaili of liglit is gone> atkd ^ 
the Voioe of tlie nirnifter, or providence, bjr the noifc of^ 
thOfc fofficitatidnsi ara banifhed his mind: and here cnds^ 
l^t re-ligtott of a ^eat many^ ^ho at eofmmunion?) and- 
fome otl}er occafioiUf appear to be fomelhing. * ' 'r 

' Fhurthtyj When wfe fpealc of a -perfon's being fonndfy 
•nd decj^l^ conTrnced^ ind of sfibidtng eonvi€kxons, we do 
oot mean that tR^nr ia any one degree ef convidi5>n that 
all come to who are faved ; nor do we mean^ that there ia 
any degree of cbttyMtron' whlcfi ?s always followed with 
faith : for thofe wtio are moiV deeply convinced, may one 
way or oilier mtfcarry and be" lo(V, They xxn^y fall* into ' 
defjiatr, or they may fall in with falfe remedies ; or tliey " 
may -wear out from lender eenvtAiona^ as fome have done, * 
and then turned openly proftihe. ' Nor ^& w« intiend tfhat ' 
twtry one who believes, before ht do'fo, moilTitf a long ' 
titee under cbhvi^ion; for we fee the contrary in the jai-- 
\^ry whflr prefently believes and fejotces, and fo \Vas very 
foon ont from under liis coiivi'^bn?. In fene^ we only* ' 
fpeak -of deep and fouhd'conviSfton} in ^eppeiitioiv to thof^ 

fainter 
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fainter ones, which feldoro raife the perfons that hare 
them above the Haggard ^s defire^^ or fome inefFeAual re. 
folutions: and when we f^ak of abiding convidionf it i$ 
ID oppofilion to thofe flaflies*^ which are prefentiy gone^ 
ajid have no other influence than'to make half awakened 
finners ftart up, and crj out of their fears, but prefcntlr 
their fears are hdlbed, and thty lie down, and fald as faft, 
a/leep as ever. ,' . 

Fifthly, Onr do£trine mufl only be undcrflood of thofe. 
who are yet in time : fofdatpned finners are indeed fu£5ci- 
ently awakeoeii) jec cannot be faid to put this inquiry^^ 
becaufe they are abundantly convinced, that falvation is. 
not to be ezpeded. And the fame is to be faid a,s to tbofe 
who have fpl it .upon the rppk.of defpair^ who, though 
they be not yet in heU,.do judge, notwithftanding, their 
ffcape jmpofli^ie* , Our do^rineli not to be underiloo4 of 
tjiofp pjerfqjip. 

' Sixthly^ W^Tay not in our doQrine, that convidlions^ 
baweverdeep, pr di(tln£^, or abiding^ ifTuv in falvation^ 
hut in a .ferioui fopcern £bout it. A perfofi ii^ay be con-> 
cerncd, ajnd, put inquiries aboqt that which. he' inayt^cver 
attain. He .jnajr a(k, What /hall I do to be fa'ved? wh^ 
never /hall be faved* ; The young map ,in the goipel aiked^ « 
** What muft I dp to inherit eternal life?" yet, for any 
thing the fcriptures makes appear, he did never inherit' it* 
Thcfe things being laid down fojT cUariug the doaTine, wit 
now proceed \o the v 

• 11. Thing proppfed, whi?h was, to inquire what that 
Jalvation is which awakened fi^nners are concerned about,, 
and which they feek after. Salvation, as every one knows, 
iigiiifies a delivery from one thing or other that is looked 
upon as dangerous, evil, and hurtful. None are capable of 
faJvation, fave thofe ar^ who either upder fome fuch evil,. 
Of w|io are in dangep of it ; and then they may be faid 
to be. faved, when they ar« ffced from it, or from the 
danger of it; when they -are deliyered froni difbrejrfes, or 
when their fafety is provided for. This is; the plain im- 
port of the word. But as it is ufed by convinced finuers, 
ittakcyin more: it not only refpe«3s deliverance from e- 
vil, but alfo the enjoyment of God and of good- It is fre- 
quently fo ufed in fcripture : falvation there is put, not 
only for deliverance from hell, but far the title to heav« 

eu- 
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<n; aud hen€c believers are ftyjcd " heirs of falvation," 
Heb. 1. 14.; whtre the apoftle, {^peaking of*the angels, fay$ 
'*' Arc ihcy not all ininrftering^jfpirits, fen;: forth 10 mini* 
fter to theni who fiiall be the h«':rs of falvation?*' In one 
tvord^ this falvation, that awakened finncrs ftck after, 
takes in freedom from Hn, and a title to life ; and lienc« 
the queftion in tl>e text takes in other two : 

/i'r/?, Whatfliall I do that I may get pardon of Jin? The 
fintter fees that it is fin that draws hell upon him ; there- 
fore, iinlefi this be pardoned, he dcfpairs utterly of free- 
dom from hell and wrath. The one he fees impoflible to 
iie attained, linlefs he. can firfk get the other. As fin 
draws on hell, fo pardon 13 linked to falvation from hell ; 
or rather, falvation from wrath is linked to pardon. 
This we fee plainlyenough in the carriage of thofe con- 
vinced finners, Micah vi. 6. " Wherewith Ihall I come 
before the Lord, or bow myfelf before the High God ? fliall 
I come before him with burnt-offerings, and calves of a 
year old? Will the Lcrd be pleafed with i^oofands of 
rams, or ten thoufands of rivers of oil ? Shall I give my 
firft-bom for my tranfgreffion, the fruit of my body for 
the fin of tny foul?" This is the genuine language of- a 
convinced finner. Pardon he would have at' any rate. 

Secondly^ The other queflion that isimplied in the tcxt^ 
is that of the young roan that came toGhrift, Markx. 17. 
*♦ What fliall I do that I may inherit eternal life?'* 
Though pardon of fin," or freedom froiti wrath, ht that 
which firll occurs to an awakened finner as the objeft 6f 
his defires ; yet it is not ^11 that he defires, Salvatidii 
would be very incomplete, if eternal life came not into 
toot: for man might be forgiven, and yet turned inr6 
nothing, or not admitted into the enjoyment of God. A , 
rebel may be pardoned, and never be made a <kvourrtef. 
That this, as well as the other, will be much upon the 
thoughts of a folidly convinced finner, appears froin fcve*- 
ral confiderations, 

I/?, When God himfelf condefcends to direfi fuch, he 
makes fomething more than pardon neceffary to Ihemi 
Hof. xiv. 2. There the remnant of the Jews, whotn the 
Lord has a mind to db good to, are told what they muffc 
feik from him when they return, and ^ hat was neceflary 
Iti o'rdcr to their happincfs ; not only'touft they have the-fr 
iniquities 
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-iniquities pardoned^ but they nnifl bare gracious accrpt- 
eiice with God, or admiflion into his favour. *^ Take 
with you words, and turji to the Lord, fay unto him, 
T«^ke away all iniquity, and receive us gracioufly.'* Gra- 
cious acceptance with God is full as nccc/fary, in order to 
the content of an awakened finner, as pardon of /in. 

idlyy Awakened fuiners, in all ages, hjire by their prac- 
.tt^ evidently difcovered, that pardon alone did not feem 
Juficient to fatisfy them* They have ever been fceking 
jifter foroe righteoufnefs, wherein they might appear be- 
fore God, and upon which they might found their title 
and claim to eternal life, as being fenfible that pardon of 
fin alone could not do it. The J<^ws, who expected par- 
don from the mercy of God, yet '* went about to eftab- 
lifli a righteoufnefs of their own, being ignorant of the 
jftghteoufners of God," Rom. x. iii* 
• S^ly^ In one word, a convinced finner is one that is per- 
fuaded of a future flate, and that the things of this world 
cannot make him happy : therefore he certainly means the 
£ame by this queftion, What /hall I do te be faved 7 that we 
mean when weiuquire, What fliall make us happy. That 
cv^ry awakened (inner is convinced of a future ftate, is un- 
qutllionable, (ince the wrath he would fo fain be freed 
from is chiefly in afuture ftatc : nor is it lefa plain, that it 
js'Cpmplete happine(s he aiqis at, and th^t all his trouble 
ariies ffom the apprchenfions of the incenfiftency between 
his happinefs and unpardoned guilt- That which only re* 
mains to be made appear, is, that pafdonof fin alone cannot 
fecurehim of eternal happinefs: and this is eafily proven % 
for there are two things which pardon doth not, and yet 
,W^itfaout them both it is impofl[ib1e that man (hould be hap* 
fy, (i.) Pardon of fni gives man no title, no claim, to 
eternal life .and happineCs. Innocence in Adam ^id not 
'j^iy^ him a title to heav.en ;, can any^ tl>en, think, that 
jiardon now can give us a title? Eternal life was to be the 
reward of a coiirfe of obedience ; nor had innocent Adani 
Any pret^nfioas to it, till •fuch time as he had fulfilled i 
courfe of perfcft obedVencc ; far lefs, then, could fallen 
iDJin have any pretcnfions to it, if only his fins were par- 
doned, (z*) Pafdon of fin doth npl ipake^. man meet for 
" the inheritance of the faints inli^ht,^ for converfcand 
•jjitercourie with God« A convinced finner will fe^^ that 

thcTc 
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there: is no polfibUity of accefs for him to the enjoyment of 
God, unlefs there be an entire change wrought upon his oa- 
tarei for how can two of fo very different natures have 
any mutual comptaeency in one another ? God can have 
none in the (inful nature of uian ; nor can the finfiil na- 
ture of man have any in the holy nature of God: and it 
is^bat none can fay^ that pardon changes the nature of 
the perfon that is pardoned. 

Now, to Turn np-: what we have fald under this head, 
when an awakened (inner puts the qwcflion, What tnujl / 

- dotohe faned ? he jAfl means^ How fhall I obtain happi* 

• nefs ? And this has thefe three in it: [i.JHow fbail.I 
get my fins pardoivcd ? [z.] How fhall I get a title to e- 
temal life } [3,] How^ihall I be made meet to be a iharer 
of the *' inheritance of the faints in light ?" Unlefs the 
mind be fully fatisfied as to thefe three inquiries, it can 
nerer think itfelf feeure^ or happy. That which comes, 
in the 

ill. Place, to be inquired into, h the nature of this con" 
cer«,' which is the genuine iffue and necefTary refult of 
found convidlion. The natnre and effects of this we fliall 
unfold to you in the following particulars. And, 

fir/iy To lay fal vat ion to heart, or to be concerned a- 
bonttit ferioofiy, imports diffatisfa£lion with all other en- 
' joyments, fo long as the foul is in the dark about this. 
The man^ may poflibly be poiTefted of great things in the 
world, he may have all going there with him according 
to wifh; but if once he begin to take falvation to heart, 
hewill£nd content of mind in none of thefe things. If 
fuch ft one cad ^is eye upon his enjoyments, his ricbeS| 
his honours, his ploafures, he will be (ure to conclude, 
as Haman did upon another account, Edher v. 13. ^^ Yet 
ill this araileth^me nothing, fo long- as I am at an uncer- 
tainty about falvation." Thefe things eannot fatisfy. 
What are they to a dying man ? One that apprehends 
himfeif Juft ready to be f wallowed up of the wrath of God^ 

- can reliih nolweetncfs in any of thefe things, till once he 
•be rid of the fears of that. Thus we fee it is with the jailor; 
*'be who but a little before was fo anxious about the prifon- 

• ers, that he was ready to have made himfelf away for fear 
.of their efcape, turns now unconcerned about thefe things, 
'9Lni we ht^tnoXf thaf^ while all the doors were open, he 

M made 
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made any provifion for their fecurity ; nor did he rccciTe 
any faiisf'aflioa from nnderftanding that they were all fafe. 
Tliii difTaiisfa^ticMi is npi fu ch a difcontcnt as foroc fall 
into who are no ways awakened, which leads them to 
fret, grudge^ and repine, bccaufe their lot in a prefcut 
world is not fiich as ihey would have it 5 no, but it is 
fuch a diitatisfadlion as flows from a (olid perfuaHon that 
thefe things cannot afford happiuefs^ or avert impending 
and threatened mifcry, which is fo terrible in the eyes of 
tiie alarmed fin ner. 

Secondly^ This concern about falvation imports th&ugfu^ 
fulnefs about the threatened evils ^ and the means cf prevent' 
ing than. When the foul has once got a view of fin 
and wiifery in their natire cplours, and fees n>ifery threat- 
ening it, then this arreds ttie thoughts ; the mind can ply 
jiftlf to no other thing with plcafurc, but only to the 
I* ays and means of. efcape. If other thought's intrude^ 
they are prefently rejected with contempt, as impettinewt. 
The man indeed ddth not. deny it td be his duty to be con* 
-cerned about other things ; but h« thanks it not prefent 
duty, nay, he thinks it impertinent fgr him in his pre- 
fent condition. He is like one that lives in a befieged ci- 
ty : the enemy has made a brestcii in the walls, and threat- 
ens a fudden irxuption. la which cafe, Che man knows 
very well he is obliged to attend to the duties of his or- 
dinary calling andftatidn^ yet^, in the prefent exigence, 
he doth not judge it pertinent to look that way; forif 
the^enemy once enter at the breach, and fack the city, 
then he for ever lofes the advantage of any thing that^ he 
gains by his other endeavours ; therefore he rather turns 
his thoughts and contrivances to the reparation of the 
breach, or pacifying of the enemy, if he find the place not 
tenable againA him- Juft fo iis it in the cafe of an awak« 
ened finner : he .knows, that if the wrath of God overtake 
him, he i/i for ever ruined ; therefore liis thoughts are 
wholly bent upon this, how he may be delivered from the 
wrath to come. Thus we fee the Pfalraift empiloyc^ under 
fears of impending hazard, Pfal. xiii. 2. '* How loflg 
(fays he) fliall I take counfel in my foul, having forrow. 
. in my heart daily ? How long fhall mine enemy be exalt- 
ed over roc ?*' The apprcbenfions he was under of danger^ 
put him upon many contrivances bow be might rid hina- 
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feW of it. This is always the nature of concern ; it ar- 
rets the thoughts, and keeps men fixed upon that about 
ifhicJi the foul is concerned* 

; Thirdly^ This concern has in it always earneftnefs of dt" 
fire after<falvathn».\ Dcfirc is ever implied in concern of 
mind; if a man be concerned how to avert a threatened 
evil, he defires freedom from it % if he be conc<rrned how 
to obtain any good he wants, or retain what already he 
is poiTeflTsd of, the foul ever inimixes its concern with 'de- 
/Ire. This flows from the very nature of man*s fool ^ 
for defire is nothing elfe but the cleaving of the rational 
foul to that w4iich appears congruous, ufeful, and necef- 
fary ta its happinefj : fo one that is awakened, and fecj 
hit hazard, will certainly defire falvalion. Hence it is, 
that we findGhrift the Saviour, among the other titles 
which are given to him in fcripture, obtain that famous 
one, " The defire of all nations," Hag. ii. 6, 7. ** For 
thus faith the Lord of hoils, yet onc^^ it is a little while, 
and I will fhake the heavens, and the earth, and the fea, 
and the. dryland; and I will ihake all nations, and the 
defire of all nations (liall come ; and I will fill thishoufe 
with glory, faith the Lord of hofls." A Saviour will be 
defired by fuch of all nations as are awakened to fee their 
need of him* 

^Qurthlyi This concern about falvat ion imports a com* 
ta^U<minthe affeCitans, A foul full of thoughts about 
wrath threatened or felt, will have its affeftfons employed 
about itf according to the account the judgment gives of 
it. If wrath be in anymeaTure felt, it will £11 the foul 
with grief and forrow; if it be looked upon as-approach- 
ing, it will make the man (hake with fear ; if it be repre* 
fented as ruining and deftrn^ive to the foul, it will raife 
the higheft hatred and averfion ; if tliere be any apparent 
poiCbility of efcape, it will excite hope in the foul. In 
one word, in a foul that lays falvation ferioufly to heart, 
every one of thefe paflions will take their turn, accord- 
ing as occadon calls for them, or the preffent exercile of 
the mind requires and excites them* Were we difcour- 
fing of this concern about falvation only as it reQs in the 
mind, we fhould flop here; but here we are confidering 
it, not only as it is in own nature, but 9S it doth mani* 
feA itfclf in its effedls ; and therefore^ 
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Fifthly^ W« fay, where the foul is thus uncafy for want 
o{ falvation, thoughtful about it, and gotn^ fortt in ck- 
fires after it, this inward temper and frame of the miod 
will difcover itfeif in words and language* Wonbare 
the iiidications of the thoughts of the mind; aird where. 
the mind is fwallowed up of concern about any thing, fo 
as to have all its thoughts engroffed by it, then of ncc^f^ 
fity the words niuft intimate fo muchj A man indeed may' 
be concerntd about fomething of le^s importance, and this 
not hold; but when falvation is laid to heart, then the 
tongue will be employed as well as the mind. It is ftori- 
ed, that the father's hazard made the tongue-tacked child 
fpcak ; much more would its own hazard have donefo. 
Our Lord fays, *^ Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth fpeaketh^'^ Matth. xii. 34. ; and indeed where, 
there is very much concern this way, it will net eafily be 
retained ; it will be like a ^re that cannot endureto be pe^t 
vp (lofe in a room, hut muil: have-a veat. Thuaweifee. 
it.wcis with the jailor. That which lay^-neareftaheheart: 
takes tbe.ilart ia difcoi^rfe : Sirsy fay« he, whatntufildo: 
to be fanBd f 

Sixthfyj This, inward frame of fon), this concern of 
mind, leads U the uje pfinetmi. As the tongue will.be 
employed in inquiring, and the mind in contrivin-g^ f<i»» 
the* re^ of the man will be employed in^ following after^ 
and ufiog the means that are faited togive relief* ThosjiKe^ 
fee it was with the jailor ; he prefcntly comes to the; apof* 
tl6S| and fee ks after di region, and help from thenu Ho 
doubt he had heard of thfim what the poiTtfTed' damfel^ iii^ 
the 17th verfe of this chapter, cries out, that they were- 
•*.the fervants of the living God," who maide. it; tbear 
work ^^ to ihew men the way oC falvation ;'' and this 
makes him addrefs htmfelf to them,.astbe rcadieflftesqpedi- 
ent, the befk means to get rid of his, fears, and to be 
folved of the important fcruple that now Uy fo.nearhia 
heart. 

Setfenthly^ Notonly wiHthis concern driv^c to the ufe 
of- mean*, but it will y?/rttp to Sligsnce in. the ufe.oftkem^ 
Itwillfire the. foul with fucb a£Hvity» as will carry it ot 
-ver that natural {luggifhiiefs that is in theheart of man^ 
as the natural and genuine fruit of the depraved nature. 
The unconcerned mau,.thc man that is half awakened, 

will 
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wHl fay with tb« (luggard, *' There is a lion in the wa>, 
and I fliall be ilain in the ftrcets." He will have a thou- 
(and trlMog difficnlties that will retard him, and kee|> 
hioi baek; but when one lays Calvation to heart, he will 
foOQ get overall tbefe, »nd fall clofe to the dili ent ufe 
of means, in fpiCe of all dilficuliie^ Thus it was with 
the jailor:- /fi? fpruug in^ amd came trefkbUng^ cmdfaid^ 
Sirs J what mufl I do to befaved? He wanted not Lis own 
grounds to fear the luccefs of bis attempt. What ! might 
ke think, will tbefe men, whom I ufed fo hardly bot the 
sight before, deal fo kindly by me, as to help me in this 
iniferable pinch } And will that God, whom I hare provo- 
;ked l« be ny enemy, tender me any relief ^ But wratb 
purfiied him fo clofe at. the h^eU, that he durft not (lay 
.«ii any of the(e accounts, but hazards the tlTue, be what 
.it;wiU. Aa awakened finner is ever broiight to the le- 
.Iter's refolntiou^ % Kings vii* 3,4. He {tc$ an inevitable ne<r 
'ceffity of dying,; if he (it dill in this prefent condition, or 
.if he }oin htmfelf to bis old friends ; and therefore he wiU 
,ratber cbnfe to venture all upoA the mercy of God, and 
his ferv&nts, whom he takes for his enemics,^^ as knowing 
,tbat: there he has a peradventoiro for life, wheceashehaa 

• swt that fame any where elfe. 

\ Eighthly J This concern will difeover itfelf^ ^ ptf^//^ 

.ihefiul in pn oHive andwaiting ptfturc^ rtAdy to receive 

,any tnjon^ion, and to comply with it withont delay. One 

,tbat/cOme$ thus tabe. concerned about falvation, will not 

ftand to difpnte the terms proipofed,. but will greedily wait 

for, and readily acj^ept of them,, if pradicable, if poflible. 

Thus we fee it is with the poor man in our text. He comes 

not to make* but accept terms. Sirs^ fays he, what muft 

I d^ to be fofoed ^ as If he had faid ^ I am. refolv ed< to fcru- 

ple^notrfaing ye fliall enjoin me ; ull roe bat what I fliall 

.do, and.bere am I r^uiyta accept ot any propofal that ye 

.{hall, iu God's same, n!|ake unto me- : 

Thus we have unfolded unto you the nature of tlns^ 

• concern which a folidiy convinced (Inner will have about 
CaW^Uon, and that from the text. 1 fhall now prooeed, 

IV. To inquire. Why it is that a folidiy awakenedjmmr 
.does thus lay fahation to heart above aU things » An ac^ 
count of this matter, we conceive^ may. be given in t^o 
'or three propoiitioos* 

htx Brfly 
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//♦y?, AJtronrdefirt rffetfiprtfirnaHon \% iiilaid in tiw 
mind of nun, and fo clofeljr woven in with* bis very frame 
and n>ike, that there is no getting rkl of it. Man may 
as foof> ccife to bc^ as ceafe td defirehi» own preferrattoci ; 
^' No man yet hated his own i)f:(h, but cberi#)eth it/^ 
fays the apoftle^Eph. r. 29. * if chat hold vn^the kaxer 
fenle, when a man's nelkr relation is called bis own ileii^ 
It muft hold mixh more when it is taken in the moft CctiA 
and clofe fenfe, for a man's felf; 

Secondly, The neceffary confe^nenee of thi« deftreof 
felf- prefer vat Von, ^ an utter abhirrenci unU emery thif^ 
that is C9ntrmry to nature^ or that appears dcftro^ive of 
it ; and tvtry th'rng appears more or lefs terrible^ at it ta 
more or iefs horcful to natnre. Thefe things' which 
threaten as with utter rntn, cannot but 611 thtf mind wUh 
terrible >horror» Hence \t is that death i&^ eaUbd the 
king of terrors, becanfe it threatena naiDvey not w^^ 
fonie alterations of le(« importance, but with entire dif- 
folution. Death of all things is the moll oppofite to 
nature ; and evety otb^ thing hi more or kfv terrible, 
as it has more or Iefs *of dieath in it. 

Thirdly^ An awakened foul, a folidly convinced ftiiner, 
fees, by that light that God has let into his fou-1, ihe wrath 
trf Godj the fecond death, ready t^ lay helijk up^n him^ and 
ruin him eternally g therefore cahliot hat ftave the great- 
eft averfion po(Kble to it. What willput^ man to iiisht, 
if not the fight of inevitable death behh»d him ^ Then, 
if ever, will a man flee, when he fees hiiAfelf brought to 
' that lamentable pinch, th&t he mult^ttfier iSeeo^ dle^ ' 

Fhtirtkly^ Hence it inevitably follows, that firch a man 
who fees himfetf in danger of Utter lr«ki, \n the cafe he 
is in, will, nay, of neeefllty nHifl, lay himfelf oiit to' the 
utmod, or be concierAed «4>oi^ atl for fal vat ion -from 
threatened ruin or mifery. That prineiple of felf-prefer- 
vation, and that abhorrence ofwrhat w Hwpvf»l tb na- 
ture, which are tbefprings of all a' rtan^saaicjiis, 'Can- 
not but carry the whole' man, andi all the powers' of the 
man, to its ailiftAnee, when it fees tfiat the whole* is 'en- 
dangered. '* 

iHUviDg thui [hortly difcnff^ed what belongs to the ex- 
^Ication ot this. truth; we proceed ft^w to make fome 
fraaical improvement of it, And* among uiany «ff»that 
^ . > Blight 
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might be ma4e of it^ w« ftalkonl/ iiiake one^ and that a 
of trial. V^ . /^ 

' Is it foy that a fouiMfiy convinced Tinner wtU lay fal- 
nation tf^ htart Absve aU things ejfe? Then here is a 
tOHoh-iloner where4»3i ye'ma^r tr)i Whether or. hot ye bo 
indeed convinced of (in, ^nd whether fouadly or not ; and^ 
iti ^hename'of 'GoA^i>;^e bbteftyoo'to put this to ttu\. 

/?f/?y 'UaMi yo- Wno^ whether yet be convinced of fin 
or HOI, ye>caiM>o&'Wao«r ^rhether ye. iHMne- got good of 
«U chat we have difcourfedvo you £ati«erly. Tbis.Mre 
:know, that ye ape erthcr IsEtter or werfe by it $ for 
^'as Chi rain tomech dourti^- aiidiriie faow .f^oni heaven^ 
«Kt Yetttmeth n<»t: ttiidier, bat watereth the earthy and 
imile^th it «br(rtg ferttr aod^btidy '■ that it tna.y: ^tye fete|i to 
thc^iemBTj an4 br«^4.fo the ^atisr ^ lo^fball my word, be^ 
^ikth the Loird, thttt go%th forth o«t tiff my mouth 9: it 
dhlill not rettirn' tmco nie irokly^btft'.At.dhaU accf>mpli^ 
ttifat'whkh I pleafe, alnfl ic'fliali f»*ofper in the thing 
Whefteio I'feitt'lt^" Ifa;lv« id^ s^«> :We. haive fpant many 
fermoni on this dc(ign of ^tOnTidion-; and. now ye are 
•eoofceroed td try,an<( we af e< co^aeei^iiccl'to.try^ what, has 
rbeeii the frait of them. ' if ye-beaodtyi^t eonvineed ef i3ni| 
then y^ have loft the ad^anttge.of aill tiiat has. been £aid 
iOi> fhl«<head. ' ' . • . f' 

'-Secfifidfyj Try this fairfyj we dbieft you .j fiolr if y© be 
not^ mi^'wiiiidi f4 arc tike to^lole<the.-adTantage;of all 
that is? to be (kid ft^m the tesit we arenorw enterii^ff upoif. 
We; *aU, if t hi Lord wU^'frortl this fcriptore^ hold 
Ibrth a-rtd make offbr of Chrift Tefos ^ut LoiJd,. a? the only 
Saviour oi lod'Onners: and iff^e he not convinced fottnd- 
ly of Tm^ ye are »lik^ to lofe the adrantiige of fuch offers.; 
for 'n«ne vviU-WeU'eT^eor edtertaeiii! them^^ifaveonly fuch 
.as^irecoavinc^of fiD>. ' •' 'j . ' 

Thirdly,, Try^ for the Lo.rd*s-fftfcev^ttf/5tfr^er.ye^tf c»«ot»- 

ctdof^ o¥ nott lor not a' few woefiUiy'decrrtve themfclves 

'in* this rnatter. Thertftke that general and uncOBcerned 

^s^ckftOvrledgmeiitof fiiiV ^hfch every one is led to by csif- 

fdKniy education, or fo'itie^ finch way^ for that folid convic- 

tiofi which is neceflTary in ))ri|cr to our cordialaceepCanee 

J of th< go(pe4 I and! tm^dfeceit^ istoi^a m^ «dongerops son* 

fccjucnce, 



14^ UA^U ItECOVEftT BT FAITH IK. COtLlST. 

feqncQce, becaufe it Iks near the foundatioBi aad axrack 
there muft of neceility be fatal and ruining* 

That ye may be at a poist in Ihis matter, w«- 0la)] a- 
gain run over thefeveral parts oftbAtd^fcription wegare 
of this concern about fa It at ion, wkicb me would now hare 
you to try yourfelvesby. 

. Btit before we enter iipoa this trif i, vt^ere is one Ibrt 
of perfons we would fei by, as not concerned in it } and 
that is; fuchas' are 'Openly prx^fan^ dfiHikards, f wearers, 
liars, whoremongers, thieves, and tlie llke» Itweregrofs 
folly to malte ^ trial .o£ fitch who Mte tbeir mavk. upon 
their foreheads* Thofe monilers are fo far from, being: 
concerned about fal^aiion, that they feem concarned to 
stake their own damnation fure; in as far as tbey take 
the piaineft, the fureft, and ftraightef^courfe tiO ruia tlwir 
o w n f o at s . . A s t h e^r dam nat ion 1 i nglbrs not , fo.it wil 1 be 
jafl, becaufe they rtsn opoH a feeo eril. . They., deftf'fe 
fcarce compaflion, who can tell that he ^^ who doth filch 
things is guilty of death;'' and yet hot only- do, -^^ but 
take pleafure in them that do thens.^ To eodoavour -^Vb 
make a difcovery ^of fuch perfans, by an application of 
narrow and fearchiug n^arks, were as if we dki hofy ouc* 
felvea in Separating huge ftonesfrom corn by a fine iieve^ 
itfheu it \vere tnuch moce -eafiiy. dOne wjtli* the hand. Thefe 
v^e fet afide in the entry, becaufe their (ins go before tliem 
iiito judgmeait. But belklefl thefe nbtortous fiQners, there 
tore others who are:na lefs ftp/ingers to foUd conviaion 
than they, upon- whom nevertheless it is fomcihiog more 
'hard to • prove it* And therefore, for the difcovery of 
fdch, we ihaU now proceed to deal a little more clofely 
•with yourcon-fcienccs; and finee your concernment in this 
matter is fo great, as we juil now did Akw it tonbe, we 
obtefl: yott to be ferious in this matter, which i«,. paft all 
perad venture, to turn either to your eternal 'lard vantage, 
or to yanr*ctehial difad^aiJteigef - . 

Ye all do profefs ycMirfelve^. conv^inoed of fin*. 3^i now 
if it be fo, I demand of you«^ in GodV nanje, have ye ev** 
er to this day been c^mcemed about falvatimyOTj laid it to 
hean above all things > If ye have not, ^then to this day 
ye have never been fot^dly convinced of .fin, whatever 
yonr pretences are: asidifa7<iur«&aad iiaria.ia this mat- 
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teF^ and.'dcceivcrs ofyoiir own fools. If ye fay ye have 
beeo, or are feriouOy concerned abont falvation^ theo^ 

i/^>(I ppfe your confciences, and I demand y^e may pofii 
thein.'Witb thU q^eiUoi^^ Can ye be fatisikd with other 
things^ wjiila y^.^re at an utter uncertainty about faU 
vatjon i If fo, if ye^an be well pleafed^ and have red in 
your. mind, an4 Hve contentedly at. an uncertainty about 
falvalion^ provided ye be in health of body^ and your 
wpr'.dly concerns thrive^ then we fay, ye h<i¥e never yet 
been, concerned about falv^tion^ and therefore are yet 
^r^^ii^g^ors to that found conviction, without which none 
will be content to accept of Chrift.. 

24Uy^ I pofe.you in God's name upon it,, whit tliought5 
-do ye fpen«l upon this fubjeA I Perfons who eah fpend 
vUiole day^^ and nights, and weeks^ and never have a. fe« 
r'frous: thought ab^iUf^lyatiou^ tliey certainly are not lay* 
inS-'^tito heart* But that' I may. bring-thisfecond quedlon 
yeiaiittle cloffr tp thcre»n£cieace^ I fllall break it into- 
ope<or 'twaothe^a^.a^djv Ippfeyioa on it what thoughts 
•do-ye( chjUkA^^. P<rfoo9 Riay.'fomelimes. he oppre<Ted with: 
tl^ovghtSithat thi^ys ent^tt^ the.uttermoA aver^on toi 
or* the/ may, ba .forced; from nbc:; thoughts. they ; would for 
ever deftre to dwell Ufon*. A man that is thoroug.hly a-* 
wajbeo^d^ msiff. by'tbe"iippei:ao«s violence of temptation^ 
or tbei inevitable Of cftfioBH.otf. li'fe,,bf obliged, asitwere, . 
fqfopiimes :to.int6rmit tbotughts.of falvatioqi, asd -cntertaia. 
th^u^bU about Qth^r things .:: but wheii' he has leave, to. 
m2^« cbjplce,« thep-he will fhufe to^ think o£ falvatioov 
Now» if yiosDiChufe or^ituirHy. to thinic o£ othar^ things 
tban.of falvntiojiy. th<m->thcre>is^no fuch force upon you^ 
i t; dif$«U7i^rs<:y on. i»n ffOQcerned ^about falvatio% . aii4 . cai^fe* 
qoeutly (Iraugers to that folid convi£tion that ifTues always 
iivfuch a.fcr.iou9 conoern aa WAhsv« heeki speaking of. *24v[ 
fi^rihier pofe y*ou^ whether or ilot.^jo the t^eiig^hts about * 
f^lvatt^n frequently pr<sf$in oponyouf whei^.ye;<arabu(ied . 
about the ordinary ocpa/ioos of li/eyi»rb^|)jep»ployed.in your ^ 
ordinary oceupattoo^f.wJB.en.ye are working or converling^ ^ 
If fiiQh thoughts are hever wofl.C:to vjfitryoo evea then it is ' 
. a fad. fign that ye, do not iay.falvatio«i ferioufly to Jjieart; 
for certainly- tlubt} which. die msBd'isiiittGh concerned about ^ 
will frequently drive, the, thoughts thati way- .'3. 1 ptfct . 
this one ^uedtoo more .to yo^^ what lihQiight? are tKofe 0^ J 

which 



S4« MAN'« RECOVERY BY TAITH fN CHRIST. ' 

which your time isfpewt ? All your tim?| ye may think, i^ 
yaur own time: but there is a certain portion of time 
vrbich may be called To up^n a{>eculiar aceount ; fuch art 
tjofe feafons whereiu we are neither engaged m buiii^efa or 
»i diversion, as when we walk alone in tke fields^ when 
we feparatc ourfelves in order to reft at night, when we 
are undreffing ourfelves, or when we are making upon our 
bevis in the; night-time, or before we engage in company 
in tlie .morning* Now, in reference to filcb feafons as 
theie that we enquire into your thoughts. If thefe fea* 
fens be not employed in thoughts about i'alration, it is a 
fad fign that yeare not in earnc^ft about it indeed. 

3^/y, I put this queftion to you, what are your delires^? 
Man is a defiring creature: he is fenfible of fclf-iufuffici- ' 
encv, and therefore is ever defjring and longing after fome 
one thing or other that is fuited to his need, or at leaA 
which he thinks to be fo. Now, what is it that ye deiire ^ 
Is' it falvation > Is it Chrift ? It may be, ye never have a 
dctfire after falvation, hut whence arc laid upon a fick-bed, 
and fall under fears of death ; and even then, where there 
isx>ne dffire for eternal falvation, there arc many for free* 
dom from death, for fome longer life. Dying David, 
fpcaking of that covenant whereby falvation was enfured 
to him, could call it all hisdefire : ^^ Although my houfc 
b^ tiot fo with God ; yet he hath made with me an ever- ^ 
lafting covenant, ordered in all things and fure ; for this 
isuill my falvation, and all my defire, although he make it 
not to grow," a Sam. xxiii. 5. If your fools do not frc- 
qaenily go out in defires after God; after falvation, it is 
a Jlircwd evidence that ye are irot concerned about falva- 
tion, and confequently that ye are not yet convinced of 
fia. 

At^iyj Are your hearts ever- affe£led about falvation I 
When there is a concern abo'iKt any thing in the foul of 
man, it never fails to-fet the heart a-work, and to iill the 
affcaions. Now, fosrcly if ye be in any good degree con. ► 
cerneil about falvaticAi^ ye will be affeded, i. Have ye • 
never any fears of fa Wing (hort of falvation ? ^^ Let us 
fear, le^ apromife being left us of entering into his reft, 
ay of us Ihould' feetn- to come fliort," fays the afoftlc> 
Hcb. iv. i. A h6art weighted, and really concerned a- 
bout falvation, willfeemany gropnds to fear that poflR- « 

bly 
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hly it may lofe faWation at laft. The falls of others, the 
difficultiis and oppofition in the way to falvatian, and its 
own felt weaknefs) will ever occanon feai; in the heart a* 
bout this. ' What one is very concerned to have, he is 
always feared to lofe. z* Do ye never tafte any thing of 

. the anger of God in the threatenings ? Thofe that arc 

. concerned about falvation, get inch a tafte of"<5od^s dif- 
pleafare, as is wont to fill their hearts with grief and for- 
row. If ye know nothing of this, it looks very ill^ and 
/peaks you not duly concerned about falvation. 3. Do 
yc never find any thing of fliarae for fin rifing in your 
heart ? If none of thefe affedions be moved, it is a fcid but 
fure evidence that ye are not concerned about falvation, 
and confe^ueptly chat ye are not yti folidlj convinced of 
iin. . 

jM/y, Whether runs your difcourfe commonly f Do ye 

, never, (peak- of falvation? We told you formerly, that 
when the heart is much concerned about falvation^ the 
jnouth wiH fometimes be employed in fpeaking about it. 
Now, where runs your talk commonly ? Is there never a 
vord of falvation in your djfcourfe? It is a fad fign that 
ye never yet were convinced of fin^ that yc never yet laid 
falvation to heart. Do not think that it will clear you, 

.to tell that ye mufl: conform your difcourfe to the tem- 
per of tl^ofe with whom ye converfe : for 1 fay, i. Do ye 
Jiever convert with any body that would be willing to en- 
tertain difcourfe about falvat-ion ? If it befo, then lam 
fure it is choice and not neceflity makes It fot this there- 
fore is a further proof of your unconcernednefs about faU 
vation, ye flight the coBverfe of fuch as may help you* 
.2. Are ye never in company where ye may. lead the dif- 
,courfei If yc be a mafter of a family^ a parent, or any 
Superior, iam fure amongfl your inferiors ye may have 
nthelcadtngofthe difcourfe^ nay, though ye be fervantf^ 
ye may fome time or other have as fair a pretence to pre- 
feribe to others the fubjea of difeoarfe, as thty have to 
prefcribe to you, 3. If ye fliift the evidence of aill this, I 
fhall put here a queflion or two to you, which will, If 
faithfully applied, make a difcovery of you in this n:^tter. 
And, (i.) Do yc not weary of the company, and of the 
difcourfe, ,that has no refpfeA to fa4vation? (2.) Is it not 
JL reftraint upon you^^wli^ti yt ai:e kept from difcoarfmg 

of 
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oi fatvation? Ir' ye be really concerned about it, I a^ 
fuTc it will be fo fometimes with you. Bnt I proceed; 
audi in the 

6tk place^ I put the queftion to you^ What -dUigetice Is 
therein ufiiig the means of falvation ? No man tliat un- 
derdaods either fcripture or reafon^ can think tlie* man con- 
cerned about falvation that ufeth not the means- of falva- 
tion. Now, becaufe I judge that here we may meet with 
not a few of you, I Ihall defccnd to parti culars, and deal 
plainly with you about this matter. The means of falva« 
tion are of three fortsi fecret, private, and public. Now, 
1 will put fome queilions to you in reference to each of 
them. 

I begiii with thofa which we cM/ecret g and of fhem I 
(hall only name fecret reading of the fcriptures, ind 
prayer, Lev. xviii. 5. Rom. x. 13. and in reference to 
thpfe I (hall put two or three queAiona to you. And, 
1. Arc ye negle^ers of fecret prayer } Can ye rife in t^ie 
morning, and go to your work, and never bow a knee to 
God ? To fuch we dare fay confidently, ye- were never yet 
concerned about your foul's falvation* %, Are ye ever 
concerned to know what fuccefs ye have in your prayers ^ 
Moil part deal, 1 fear, by their prayers, as fome unnatural 
parents do by their children ; they lay th«m down to 0- 
thers, and never enquire what becomes of them, whether 
they die or live : which argues that they are not in earneft 
in them. We ever find the faints recorded in fcripture, in 
earnefV about the acceptance and fucdefs of th^ir pra}ers. 
3. Are all your fecret prayers conned to dated tittts, it 
maybe morning and evening? Or are you frequently 
' breathing out your defires in ejaculations? Ifyenegle^ 
thefe, it is a fad (ign ye are not concerned about falvation. 
Ejaculations, I may fay, are the genuine effect of conceit 
about falvation* Here I 4o not approve of thofc ■common 
forms that people ufe, to the great fcattdal of religidn 
and o£fei^;^;of God's people, God fave us. The Lord deliver 
us, upon every turn. They furely argue want txf concern 
about falvation, and want of duerefpedto God. Per- 
fon$ duly concerned aboat falvation, will fptak of 'God 
with more fear and dread, than is commonly ufed iivth^fe 
expreflions, which^ as they are nfsd^ are certainly a pal- 
pable breach of the third command. ' But when I fpeak of 

ejaculations) 
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^Uc^latio^js, I.njeaa thereby, affectionate and reverend de- 
fifcs fent MP to God abo;jt falvation: and J believe there 
f}>3l| Jt^rcjB lie fqunj ^ny really concern.ed about falva- 
j^io.1?, lii^Q ar<B qttcr liiranjgefs to fhem. 4. Do ye neglea the 
reading ofjthp wprd of G6(J^ or cfo ye not? Such of you 
^ ^^}l n<)t 4?.e at p^ins.t9 J earn to read the word of God, 
J c^n'fcarcc think you in earned concerned about falva- 
tfqp^ fine? ye negjefi fo necclTary a mean : at lead 1 think 
•y^.hgyc nped to be ycfy fiire of the grounds ye lean upon, 
'^^.y^.c.oi^elud'pypiirfclves really concerned about it, while 
ye ncglcft tjijs dniy. When people are not at pahib to 
i^efdf or tajce npt c^re^o ^ct the fcripture read to them 
II) fe!9ret ; if ihrpugh age they be incapable, it is a fad 
^gP 9f w^nt of GoncjBr.n atout falvation. 1 would defire 
ypu t.o .cpnfi^er f§rioufly that one command given by God 
tp hi? cbjui-i^h of old, "He gave them his laws and (latntcs 
•wljict if ii man dp^ he fliall even liVcin them," Lev. 
35yiii. 5. -^nd h^e giy«s them a peremptory command how 
to ^(ie'thcm, peut. xi. iB,^%0» ** Ye (ball lay up iheie 
my words io your hearty and in your foul, and bind them 
lor a fign uj)0.n yo.ur.hapd, ibat; they may be as frontlcls 
b^tw,ceij your eyes 5 and ye diall teach them your children, 
. fpQ^king of them when thou fit t eft in thine houfe, and 
\vhen thou w^lkcft by the Way, when thou Heft down, and 
ly hen thou r.ifeft up ^ and ^hou fhah write them upon the 
Joor-piofts of thijf»4B' hogfe. and upon thy gates.'* -Every 
wh^ere they \yere to b^ve {he law of God alon^ with them, 
HqW they c^fi b^, concur nfd duly about falvation, who. 
nflgleci jhe ufe pf that' wjiich God commands, and com- 
njaixjs /So p^cinptpriiy^ 1 do not wellunderftand. 5. Do 
yjsjt^ heed to what ye read ? Do ye learn to do all the 
words of the Lord ? or do ye endeavour to undcrftand 
>«[ hat yc read i In a word, a;*e ye aifccJed with what ye 
read, or are ye not? If ye be not,' then it is evidence c* 
npugh, that ye are not concerned feriouily about. falvation, 
fo that ye are nOrt folidly tonvinced of fin. If ye either 
negl(^cl the uCe of thefe means of falvation, or prove un^ 
concerned as to the fujcccfs pf your ufe of them, it is un- 
doubtedly furCjthat yet ye have npt laid falvation to hcaft. 
I.dq^qf indeed fi^y but even the children of God m8yl>e 
moTC rtmlh at feme tinier than at other times, but entire- 
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ly to ncgledt, or prove unconcerned, they canr.ot^ nor in» 
deed can any that Is laying falvation to heart. But, 

1 come in ihefecond place, to inquire into your dili- 
gence in yoMT fatnilies. And here I ihall fay only twb 
things : 1. This concern about falvation will make thofc 
who have families careful in the performance of family' 
duties, and thofe who are members of families careful in 
attendance upon them. When once a man is ferious about 
falvation, he will be fure to fet about thofe duties whiclv 
may any way contribute to his (afety and eftablifliment. 
:x, Wlien a perfon is once concerned about falvation^ 
then there will fome regard be had to the fuccels of facb 
duties, that is, fucb an one will take care to know whe« 
ther he is better or worfe by the duties he follows. Now^ 
bring thefe two*home to your confciencrs: and let me aik 
you, what confcience ye make of per forming or of attend* 
im to ihcfe duties > If ye either negle'athem, or turtt in- 
different as to the fucccfs of iheoiy pad all peracTventure, 
ye are in a dangerous condition. A man that fees hiin- 
felf in a (late of mifery, and thinks ferioufly of falvation^ 
will not be content to trifle in thefe duties which have fg 
immediate^ fo remarkable, an influence upon his eternal 
condition. If be negle£ls themi then he lies open to th« 
fury of God^ which, according to the prophet Jeremiah's 
prayer^ will fall upon the ^^ heathen, and the families 
that call Dot upon the name of God,** Pfal. Ixxix. 6. 
Jer. X. 25. If he prove remifs, lie falls under the woe de- 
nounced againft the deceiver, Mai. i. 14. '^Curfed be 
the deceiver, whidi hath in his flock a male, and voweth 
and facrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing." And h« 
thinks his cafe hard enough already^ without the additioa 
of that new wrath, 

The I aft fort of means of (alvation are fuctvas are called 
public, A concern about falvation will difcover itfelf in 
refereuce to thefe tnany ways; of which we (liall only 
name two or three, i* It will make us lay hold upon e« 
very opportunity of this fort. A man that is in great daii* 
gfff, and knows himf^lf to be fo, will be fure to frequent 
thofe places which promife his faiety. 2. It will be a fa^ 
tlifadi^n and matter of joy to him that there are any fuch 
opporiunities, and that his cafe is not entirely defperatc 
aud hopelefs. 3. When he aomes to tbem^ he will ftiU 

havic 
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Bare faWation in his eye, and greedily look wl"'* '^Pf 
.very.ihing he hear, and fee, has upon h.» own r«lv.t.on 
' 4. HewillDOi be fatisfied with any thing, unlefs be fee 
^;w he may be feved. Now, is this your carnage wh n 
ye pretend to be -coneerned about Wvat.on? Do ye wuh 
?atisfaaion embrace every opportunuy of the o'^.nanc« > 
Dj ye « joy when they fay to you. Let «» go up to the 
hoafe of God?" Do ye keepyoar «yt?««^"L7.f» 'f '^"! 
Or, are ye more intent upo« other th.ngs ? Th. « a good 
wa; to know whether ye be coucerned .boat falvafon or 

„1 Now, to conclade this '»"'''/, ^^"Vnnwt^ther 
neglea, orcarelefsly ufe the means of falvat.on, whether 

- prfvate, fecret, or public, it d^fcojers yo"-" """""^I^- 
tfdnefs about falvation. A man that has fallen into the 
fea and i* in hazard of drowning, wil hafte towards eve- 
ry thing that may eontribate to his fafety ; and when he 
/omes near the Ihore, he will aot fpend time ■« pbferv .ng 
the form of the Ihore, but its ufefnlMfs to U.m.: So * 
»an that fees himlelf in dang«r of finking .n the w rat" of 
God, will look to all the means of falvation ; and that 
wKIch his eye will fix principally npon, w.U certainly be 
iheir ufefulnefs to himfelf. That duty, and that way and 
manner of performing it, that levels pioftdtredly at bi» fal- 

, vation, will pleafc him beft. I (hall, in the 

7th and /<f/? place, put this one queftion more, home to 
you for trial. Will fmall and inconfiderable difficulties 

- make you lay afide thoughts of falvation, or the ufe of the 
means > If To, it is a.fad fign that they are not yet arnved 

' at that concern which is the fruit of found conviflior.. 
One that is foundly convinced of fin, and is thence in- 
duced to lay falvation to hearty will not flop at any thing 
he meets with in bis way: for he can fee no lion in the 
*ay, that i« fo terrible as that wrath, of God he fees pur- 
fning. him : nor can be hear of any enjoyment, to make 
him turn back i«ain, that is fo valuable a» that falvation 
he feeks after. All hindrances that ye can meet with in the 
Vay to heaven, I mean fuch as are propofed for rational 
inducements to perfnade you to give over, may be reduced 
to one of two. Thatteoipter mnft either fay, Defift and 
qait thoughts of falvari^p, for ye will run a great baz- 
trd if ye ftep one ftep furthets or if ye will defift, ye fliaU 
have this advantage or the offeer. But a folidly convin- 
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eed /inner ha, two queftion* that are cnoi.eh fof •i.^r .m 

fin can give me > But now «5.». i u ' w<"-Fif, antlf 

a. damnation, > i „oV fl"n J iu. ^' u).'" *^l '^''"' « "^ 

the oThe 'if I'LTft i *^-" * '^'■^ set this pleafnre or 
fed, Ia& vlf t ?W ?"r '''* ^^^ ^^^^ ^ have efpbc 

,..e«ion: .'ill 'aVo„^ % a?rsran;:i;tr':ed ^"''. !-7 

vation, hold on in .^e diligent .f/ofrern"' tZ'J'\; 
ever he run, will thtn run, when ht has happi„Vf« f„ V-f 
•ye, and m.ftry purfuing him 5 and thus it ^s^ ^ [ft ZtJ^ 
finner ,h.t ,s thoroughly awakened^ and laj-s falSio„ f^ 
hfart ; therefore ,t ., no wonder foch an one rtMc toU 
d.fcouraged, or gire o*er, whatever hfe meets with fn .£ 

w.llberiartlcdatthe leaft difflcuIt/Zand qftf S^uSti 
o the me.ns of fatvati.n, far very ^^ifles > ThU t a^fel 
ev.dence that j,e are not indeed folidly Convinced of fit.. 

and, .n the conclufion, I inqur..e oferery ohfof r^a! 

V?, Have ye applied thefe mark* td your own confcix 
ences, as we went through them ? or^ hare yau careleftl* 
heard then,, a« If ye had no ducMt^^t io them » tS 
fuchof yon a» have not applied fKert, 1 faf bnlri'in fo- 
n,any words, (,.) If ^«*iU not Jurffee ioorfelves, ye fl"alt 
<.H-eIy be condemned of the Lofd? Wheft perfoht Wi J 
not try the.r cafe, it ii a fui-e dgn that matters ai-e St 
nght w,th them. (2.) Wem'ay faftly enoagh detefmi"^' 
t'lat ye afe untoncei-nrd about falvitiort, and T»ft aOeefr 
1.1 your Hns, nay, dead in them. • (3.) Ye *iH eome to 
[ Imw !"' derermihatiot, of Jfoor eftate,- er« it be \6tT, 

hefi, but not w.th fatisfaaion; But to fuch « hare beed 
applying thefe marks- a, we went afon^* in the 

/tU^ ^ t?'.*-''?''^;^ this queftion, iJo ye find tip8n trial 
iH »r ""f"*^ **"" '"^'"8 fal ration to heart abova 

all things, or that yet y. are not in earncft about it 1 1 

beg 
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beg It of you, nay, lobuft you, IQ deal impartially with 
your fouls; and 1 am fure ye may come to underftaiid 
how it is with you. This qucftion, if feirly applied, will 
divide you iivto two forts, i. Such as are not Uy.og faU 
Valion to heart, and fo have net been cwvinced ct fin. 
2* Such as are really concerned about faWaiion, aim ^ru 

with the jai^oA ^ay 'i^gi '^^^^' ^^A ^^"^ '^ bejaved f ' 
I fhall conclude this doftrine in a ihort addrefs to tbcfe 

two (orts of perfons > and then proceed to the apoftle'4 

anfwcr.to the jailor'squcftion. 
-1 begin with ihtfirjl. Such of you as arc not conrin- 

c«4Qf fiot and thcrcfpre do not Uy falvatipn.to heart. 

•Ar.e thercany fqch mifcrable wretches here \ aft^r all that 

has' been faid ? N© do»«bt there ,ai?e> and I fear that the 

jBoft part are fiwsh* Tojwulfay^ 

• I. Whence i^ itthat jp«j<re not convjiice*} of your fin and 
*nrifary, whichhas.beenfo.|>lai»Jy, afid at fo great length, 
inculcated upon you ? Stfrcly '\t muft be upon one of three 
accounts ; either, firfttt Ye^hav^ i?At heeded .what has 
been faid^ or^fecendlyy Ya.have not b^l^evcd it ; or, 
ft&V%, .Ye have fOin<? one fa.lfc dcf^qce or other, unto 
whi<hjy< -teiiii, Now^ .bteaufc this is a m^ttf r of no froaU 
inbmenl both \o you pnd u%, we fli^U l^^x^i^^f fll«rfe a lit- 
tle of *hcfeft)lfe4.^ti^j>f arc!4t-iD#n)ciM. f a ypft toV 
uiidec«ire<|bcrp^.b^cjkitff a deceit h^OiW^cil/rMiny:**! ctar- 
nally fj aild iti i^ Q^-gre^t .mp^iejit ^to ^^ bc^apCp,) onWs 
we gei y'Qu' i)t)^cp«W^4.iin this matter, we lofe.allour 

. pains, iii.holding for^h Chf ift» and the way of^falvat ion by 
' bioJi Perfons who are not convinced of fin, will, paft all 
peradventpre^ make .lighj:, of Chrill, and rcfufe him, 

' (i.) Xheo, I fliail fpeak a word to fuch %& Irave not ta- 
I ken h^d t0, otr -regarded what )ias been jfaid for. their con- 
: viaic^n. Imake.no.doubt but, ther© are^, fgme fu^ch beryp> 

• M'Hofc bcartlj have fecen^ wilh tlie fool's eyes, in the cornera 
. of t^he earth, and who baye fcarcje been thinking all the 

while what they were heading. Yovjr confclences can tell 
. you whether this has been your.praaice ; and if it has^ 

• then I fay, i. It is indeed no wonder that ye do not lay 
J falvation to heart, |hat ye arp ^ot convinced of fin j fin.ce 
. ye will not hear what willferve for cpi^vi^io^n, an4 is d|f- 
; figned that way. .2, ", Do ,ye,tl?M's requite the Lord, O 

foaliflv;in4 :u-nwif« }"i Has Gq4 cp^defcep^ed .fo ^: to 

: . .. N ^ yo« 
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yoU| that he has fent hts fert auti to you, and ye wUI not 
be at the pains to give' them a hearing ? Hoir do ye:tttti>k 
Mfould your mailer or yoar ruler take U, (hoiild yv dfaHl 
ihus by him? If when he were fpeaking to yov^ eithar 
hlmfelf or by hfft fervantS| ye were turmug avMy ytacr 
ear from him ; would he not reiear it highly i Andhaa 
God any reafon to bear with an indignity »at yoor hami^ 
that your maflef wouMliot Coffer? 3. Ye have^reafba to 
admire that he has not turned yoH before now Into bell. 
This would effedlually have convinced you^ and repaired 
•the injured honour and glory of God. 4* I fay t»you^ 
•ye have lofl an opportunity ; and none can aifarv y«m 
that ever y6 (hall have the like again. God may gire 
ever /Iri^vitig withy^H^i and never more attenipt yovc 
conviction : and woe to you> "when ha departs fromyonu 
5, i far« ye haVe lighted God's command, which en>oins 
.you to ** take liee* how ye hear, and- what ye, hear,"" 
Mark iv. 24. Luke viiU i8* It is not for ivothSng that 
oilr Lord enjoins both to obferve the maner aftd maniaer 
of hearing : ai he gaiFe thofe comnMnds,. fo he will take 
eare that they he not flighied. He will aven{^ hiotlelf o(!^ 
thofe who defptfe his aOthortty In them,, And^th^nsfb^e I 
fay, 6. II ye refnfe a* Hnle longer to heatf then' itls llkf|. 
nay, hU eeHinF^i^tre wil4 fpeak «o you-bifttfelf^ aadmidte 
y 00 take heed,' tf^ ltd to what yoa hear, yet to what yo 
ihall feel, to year eternal difqoietment t he MU (peak t a 
yon in wrath, and vex you in hts hot difpleiifore, A re* 
markable fcrlpturc to this ptirpofe wo have,^ £«ek. xi»- 7.. 
** For every one ©f the hoofe of- Ifrael, or of the ftran- 
ger that fo)o«rneth in Ifrael, which feparat#th himfelC 
from me, and fets up his idfok in bio heart,, and putteth 
the ftiimbling- block <>f his iniqalty beforerhh^faee, tad 
eome^thto a prophet to inquire of hrm- contirniftg me, 1 
the Lbrd will anfwcr WAibiffetf r* A fet of people thero. 
Was ill the prophet^s days^ who 'Wefe his? hearers; and 
they came under pretence oif hearing or lOquiring into tho 
mind of God f but they were but mocking God, aa ye 
have done, and did not regard: what was fa^dto them h^ 
the prophet* Well, the Lord will ao more 'deal with 
them by the prophet, bat will tal^ethem into hisbwn im- 
mediate hand, and deal with them by himtelf. The words 
In the firft kngaag.© runt thns ^ <* 1 thoLord | ii fliall be 
_ . ^~ Anfwered^ 
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mai^Jtft^to bfiAin »>«• .1 viU npi l«t any snCwtr Iiipi 
^rmyfelC! r<^t if h« hfb4 Tjild^.My iervants are too niil4 
teficAl with (\kth wretches: as in9ck me; I will not au- 
4W€t: them anj more.wub word» ; I wilkg'ive over fpeak* 
ing.to ibetn^ and will anCwer tbeip by deeds, and tb^t uoc 
^nlercjrf bot of ju4gil>«nt. . Now^ think on it in tinie^ 
.how terriblft j^Our. coodilion isiike. to be^if God^ fliall 
^lay toyony.lba^ve^ rpoken.t<» thj^fe wretcbes, and laid theic 
ilai before tbera, by. my fervants $ but their heartj have 
h^n fo .tatoen .iip> with their idols, that thty haf:e net 
lietdcd thefls : 1 will tbexi?f)9Te,fpf:a.k to them by terrible 
49edi% ^ I will fet mj face againd them, and will make 
ithBm:a£gn and a pto^vjerb.: and I will cut iheni off from 
febe-fsidibof my peofk i. andyf Iha.ll know that I am tjbe 
^Lordy*^ as itfi»Uo«0 t«ysr«& of {that forecite^; /:bapter.. 
.i keayc y<»ut«o..t.>bitik »poii tbfCe things,. and procecdy 

(a.) To iipeak tO: fuish &s tberefp^e .a^eno^ convinced^ 
vbecayfe they did not believe whaf they h^tve .heard upitn 
,tbia; heail. I nUke no doubt that therjB are not a few 
i£um hard t nay, I may £ayvtb9t all whot^are not- coavin^ 
ittd^-anA a^akeiiedtoafetiooa c^nlideration of their Hate 
^ and conditicai^ owj» thekifetinrity and i||i^onccrnednafa ta 
-tfei»wocfnl ixnbeln^f tbfltbia £|1 pr<Qgnant w.lthc all other 
-fimf thatijalons haa in it.w^&ever is hateful to Cod^ qr 
dafttoaiTaito fehe:f»ul:o.f npanMi T^ fnch ^s, hajve heard^ 
fa6t do liot belieTC, wefayi l^. Ye }iaTe no^ refufed omr 
tteiltmany^but the tefVimon^y o>f (74)dy- who cannot lie: 
' and he that believeth not ih^ record of God, hath made 
i him a Jfur-i than whieh none.cav charge a greater impiety 
. ML^on thtt Ii6)y ' Godt who valnee hifnfelf uj>on this, that 

> hfiicaDtiot lia^ wht«b is peculiar,., to God. onl)^ ;: fpr how* 
. mree tbtrc be of- the ereatur($^ that do not lie^ yet oif noiiedf 

them can it be fa id, t-hat tb^y. cann4»tvJi|e ; .tjbtis ia God;^s 

> Ible.prerogatKKe* .£• Yje.bav^ ihu^ ^yyur eyas .upqti qleitr 
. light* Your (Sn and mi fery have been fet before you; in 
'. the cleareft Ught^ the U|{ht ^f God's word» The matter 

' has. not been minced, but ye have been plainly and freely 
' dealt with upon this head : therefore ye need to look well 
V to yoarfeWeff, that God .ftrike you nat jndicially blind* 
I This he YS'freqosntly wont to d« to tbof^ who r^(4(l . clear 
; light ;; he leaves ^Qm,to Satai^, t)ie g^d. of tHs w^tld, to 
' h\&a^x3iaftftaf and:^tf€s;tl|em pp. W [^ ftr^pg: d,eiu/iont 
*...-:, ' ' to 



to bePiere lies, that th«y f^ay all be daiiHied that b«l1erfl9^- 
not.*' 3, Wc did call on heaven and hell, the Creatorv 
and the whole creation, as witfieflvs of 'that certafn and 
fad truth, that man has *^- fiatied and come ^hort of the 
glory of God." I know not onewitnefs more hut ftnfe-f 
fnd fince no lefs is like to do, -take care that fenfe of mi^ 
fery do not convince you of it6> truth. Heli will make 
you, even the mod increduiotis of yon^ believe, and treoi* 
ble too, as the devils and damned do. 

(3.) I come now to difcoilrte to thofe who therefore are 
not convinced of fin, or induced to lay (iikration to-hearty 
notwithdandin'g the pains taicen on them, becatife they 
have defended themfelves agaii^fl the force of the truths 
propofed, by fome fhifcs, .wh*Kl1 u^on occai^on they tift& 
-for quieting or keeping ^uieb their cotifclenossi Of- this 
fort Ifear there are many,' too 'ma»iy- here pnefentt ami 
'thcfore 1 fiiall d^aV more partlcuiarJyiaad cfofely with fiich, 
^ Wc have laid before yoil ali^your fiii and mifery ; jiutfew 
I' are yet awakened;' few. fay' with the jijlor. in. the text, 
'WhafmuflTdofobeJdLbedf'WhftxitithSt foi Has-Aotiih 
been laid 6j)ch to your view ? Ha^ not' the* fad but eertam 
' tru!?h,' that '"' all have finnert «rid cdmc fliort of the gjlory 
•of Gdd,"' been plainly deAioilftra<#d fr^ many jncontef^ 
tible evidences ? Nay morey hsis not-tlie -p^rtlcularr ooci- 
' cernment 6f^ every one ok ud in^thia truthc beea .piainly 
unfolded? Yes, no doubt: bt>t whence *s it,J^ahe«, tMt 
the m oft pal* t are fo fecute? that there is fo'littlefestr of 
hell, wrath, and damnation, amongflrus; Are there none 
'here who have rcafbn to fear it ? No doubt, there afe 
many, too many fuch amongft us :: but here iv litftf, • when 
thfc truth is preVfcd hotoe upon the confcience, iwevhave 
a ftrange way of putting divine truths a wiiy from us. 
Now, I (hall lay 'Open the nakednefs of thefe fences, 
btfhind Mrhkh mdft of us fcreentoitrfelired ^m^ convic- 
tions^ ' . •.':.'. i 

1. Whfcn fin and mifery are dlfcorered, foihc there BtJe^ 
amongft the hearers of the gofpcl, who take with the 
charge. 'If we fay to them, as Nathan did to David, in 
' the appl ication of the parable, Th6a art the man, tbd.u 
art. the woman, that has 'finned, -that art in danger of tlVe, 
etenial 'wrat h of God, -O f th<x<,r anCwvrs the fmner, dt 
Is vcTT'^u^wh'at ye tcfll} I ttaTC-iianed^daiul :GQd;be 
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dH^Viful t6 B9, we are ft}l ilnMM t I hope God wiU be 
AitfrciftTl t<> nw*. And thefe the woimd k Ikwinrd over Aar 
flitHvas ftiade, and i^e |>erfon i^ bea). This U the fefugef 
to tvhich many of yott Ix'fakffyoui'felTei; But we (liall 
pi»rfUe 70^ <to the-hornt^f G<Jd*d ahar^ anJ fetch you 
down thence. Ye fay, God is m^rcifa). I fey, (r.) It is- 
l^eVy ira^'^' he is fb.- The L«pd* bat long fifice proclai«4ed 
hishnanwff '* The Loi'df the LoTcPGod, merciful at>d gra*^ 
cknll; art4 he delights in-filcft^ as hoj>e in his raefcy,'* 
P^l. cxivi?. II. But, (a*) Notwithftahding of the mercy' 
6f God, there are btrt few that (Hail be faved, Luke tW^ 
43. • Now, who has tbldyou, that yefljall be among that 
fdw? Ye fay, ye hope to be among that few, who fliall 
find mercy ;- aird I feaf ye fliaW not.- Now, whether are 
yoUr hopes of my fears bed grounded i I can give fome 
tfecouot oi my fcATi^ bat I doubt if ye can give any of 
your hopes. 1 fay^ I fear that iriat>y of yOU wiU'te damil* 
M) for^ as I faiJ btfore^ there ate btit few that fhaU be 
favtd; and Ihtffe few ai*e all ^enittht fnift^rs,^ who ha^e 
Be^h con¥!iiCed of fin atid imftry, aAd haVe laid falvitbn 
to heart aboV« ail thittgs, antJ ha>t i*o<tepted df Chirift up*^' 
dti t^e gofpfel-teritil. NcWy it is obfi^tis that fhefe ar<' 
but vciry few of ydti of this^ fot-f t arid OHr Lord has faici^ 
^dfifively^ «« Ithat fatf who beUeVeth ivof, Oxait not fee 
KfS- bot (kail bedWitrfefl."' Nt)W, WheWafe the grounds* 
of your hop^3i Ye fay, Gdd W mefftHfaU ahd I anfwer, 
be IS Ju(t alfo ; tod his juftiee has ad faiif a plea agaiiifl! you, 
as his niercy has fof yod. It fay, he hai'/aved fonie fin*- 
ners^ and therefore hbpe he'.WiM h^v^-merey ilpoh ybu. I* 
anfweff he has daittned t<iore than be has had mercy up** 
on ; ant! thei'eforft h€ mftydea4 fo%ith yob to^. O but, 
fay yef 1 cafi not think tliat God wHlbe f4 otud as to 
iaron me. . I Jtnfwet, what ttibrd oruelty will k be to 
dartin you, thaii to dartrt thie h&thiit W^r^d >-WhJii mote, 
cruelty to Amt\ you, thari td-'dattiii thfr^nf^aility of nn- 
believei-s,- which make the fa^gfAter pdttt^of tbe htar-« 
era of the gbfpel .>'- Ih ftnfe, is It tji'tfelty -toSditfin y6R, who; 
bavd iftntrmerable iiits,; when it w^ iiohei Gotf thb)i{jfht it^ 
none, to f<^nd fo tedfoy an^cfls itot6 htW for om^ia ? 'Is it 
^ni^lty to piiHilh\*oili ii^hb haVfe h^gfefl^d' IHc mwtrt 6f 
falvatibni wh^n othferahsv^ Wii damned that never badF 
Miciti .* Wto w6ufd fay Ihv ffiaxjtf wei'c ctiteH 6^ wanted 
' jpercy> 
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luercy, who caufed the threatened puniihioe.nt tQ b< e^ 
cuted againil obitinate ofTenders? Now, where ^TC^ ali 
y.our hopes from the mercy of God ? I toll ypa^ there arc; 
thouiands this day in hell, who have been ruined by fucb 
prefumptuous hopes of mercy ; and I fear there, are «aMuij 
more who Ihall be.fo, ere all be done. 

2. Others^ again, when beat from this defrnce, betake 
tliemfelves to another not one whit better r O. fay they, 
we are in no danger, for we believe in the Lord. Je/u$. 
Chrift, 1 anfwer, (i.) It is very true^ they jfhjo do he* 
l.ieve are indeed out of all hazard. But I fay, {%.) Arcy^ 
fare ye believe } Many have bren miCVakeu ^ and are ye 
fure that ye are in the right* The foolidi virgins thought 
themfelves believers, and, it may be, went a further 
length than ye^ can pretend to have gone » as ye may fee, 
rf ye look into the parable, Matth. xxv. i. They had pro* 
feilions, they had lamps ^ upon the bridegroom's call^ 
they awake, and endeavour to trim their lamps to make 
them j^ine; they are convinced of their want of oil, 
and endeavour to get it ; and yet were eternally (hut 
out from the prefence of God. Now, witb what face dare 
any of you pretend to believe, when ye come not up that 
'length that we have jufl now let you fee others come, and 
yet perifh? Are there not among you, who will fay ye 
believe, and yet can get.drnnk, can fwear, mock religion, 
and entertain a heart-hatred at fuch as go beyond you in 
flrianefs, can ridicule them, and call them hypocrites? I 
fear there may be fome fuch amon^ft you. I tell you, ye 
liave no faith but fuch as may go to helL with you. ^' Faith 
works by love ;" it is a heart-purifying grace, and difco- 
veri itfelf by a eourfe of obedience, according to that.pt 
the apoftle Tames, ^^ Shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will fbcw thee my fiith by my.works,'| 
James ii. 18. (3.V Ye fay ye believe* When did ye be* 
Jieve? Did ye always belie ve ?. Yes, we always did be- 
lieve* . Say you f o ? O horrid iguoranec 1 Ye fay, ye 
i^id, always believe. :I fay^ ^ye did never to tbi& day be<* 
lieve; for we are- not born believers, but unbelievers f 
and if ye think that ye did always believe, it is proof e- 
nough, that to this* day ye are Grangers to the precious 
faith of God's ele^l* . 1 ihajil not at prefent infiA in dif- 
covering^ the folly of fuch a pretence to iuih^ b9caufe I 
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Hull have oocafioni if the Lord will, afterwards to dH- 
courfe more at length of faith, and of the difference be* 
twijit It and thofe counterfeits of it whereon many da 
rely. Only I fay at prefent, that wheFe faith it, it will 
lead td concern about falvation, and will lay hold upon 
the difc^veries of fin ; and that faith which is not endea* 
▼ouring to get the foul in which it dwells more and roor« 
eonvinced of, and humbled for iin, is to be fufpeded. 
'" '3* When fin is held fort h, and the law preached, then' 
others will (helter themfelres under the fig-leaf of thcif 
•wn blamelefs walk. Come tofome of thofe who haveall 
tl>eir days lived in a flate of eftrangement and alie nation 
ft*om God, and pofe them, when (hey lie tipon a iick-bed^ 
or a death-b*d, as to their (late, they will fay, they hope 
all it Welli they ihallbefaved, they neter did any body 
yi I and therefore they never feared the il^rath of God; 
Woe*s me that there Is any fo grofsfy ignorant, in a 
church thait has been- bteHed With tnore clear and fatrsfying* 
difcoveries of God's mind and will, than mod chorches in 
tne world. Y^ fay^ ye have done no man any injury, and 
therefore ye will be faved. 1 anfwer, ye bave injured God^ 
and therefore ye' will be damned. Ye fay, y« have inju* 
ttd no man. I anfwef, 'ye underftand not well what yv 
fay, otherwife ye'ihould not have the Confidence to talk 
at the rate ye Mo^ C'*}^^ ^^^^ injured all' with whom 
ye have conyerfed, in whom ye are concerned, in as far. 
as ye have not laid aut yourfelf in paying the debt ye owo 
t^em. Love IS a debt we owe to aH, Rom. xiil. 8. and 
'^e that has never evidenced his love to them, in a ferious 
concern about their falvation, is extremely injurious to 
them, in at far as be detains from them that which is un« 
^ueflionably their duei and,' pad all peradventnre, he 
fhat vat never ferious about his own falvation was never 
really concerned about the falvation of others ; and there* 
fore has detained from them wbat was their undoubted 
^ight. (2.) Didft tbou never fee thy brother fin } No 
xloubt thou hall. Well then, didft thou reprove him ^ 
I fear not. Yea, many of this fort of perfons can, it may 
be, fee their children, wives, fefrvants, and neareft rela- 
tions, commit grofs a6ts of fin, and yet never reprove 
^em. Is it not fo with many of yon ^ I am furc ye 
cannot deny it. ^9^«1I, is not this a real injury done to 
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tbtf perfoBs ye (hotiU l^ave^reprovf d .? It is ^ ba|io^ thesr 
ID your hetrt. Gqd hii^feU {^y% (o ; and fafe hisjqfig* 
otnt » according to trut^, X^y. izjx. 17. ^^ .TJioq fi^aU 
not hate thy brot^^r io thy hpart : ihoo ihalt io any ivayt 
rebuke rhy neigbbour* and not fo^r fin pppn |hio.^'' la 
fine, wicb what coofideince dire ye Oiy, y^ J^ve /dpofe iko 
van an iojuryf wbeo by a trad of On, ye haye bfjeo doing 
the utmoit ye could to bring ^own the wrath .of a fta^r^^ 
Tengfing God upoe yourfelvcs^ and upo9 ^U who iiy/e w>ih 
you in the fame (bciety ? 

. 4. Otherif when fHirfued by the difcoyerifs of fiSf, 
get in behidd the churcb-privilegeS) an4 think there to 
f^reen themCelvc^ from the wrath of God« Thvd it wa« 
with the wrctdics fpok^n of by the prophet Jeremiah, 
ni that 7tb .chapter of his book ; they did fteal, murda*, 
-cbmrnitadtilury, fwiear fflf^ly, burn incenfe unto Baal, 
WclS, the Lord tbl'ta.t-ens theqi iwith wr^th, bids them 
^mend their wayii and rtbi^f ^oiftg? v hi^t they f^t ,ft ill, 
iecure and* tinconc«riie<lf n^v«r a^e^fii. ejther \vith tbe 
difcoyery'of Th), or with (hregteoings pf vrathi What 
is the niatter ? Have the filcn jia ieftCe of h%zard at- 
all? TJ^ey. cou^d not altogether fhut ^ their eyes upon 
the ciear. 4irco<veries the prophet inade x>f their f^ns to 
thttn, pr, of that x^opfeij^j^enii^l ipiiety hedid. thr.eateti 
them wtth;al ; but- they iheVt.<rc4 thfrnfelves ^behind thcif 
duircb-privi leges, and ih^y cry P.ut to Win, '* The tem.- 
pJe of the Lord, the temptjC of. the; hofd^ thp teniple of 
the Lord jare thefe,''. vcr. 4* Anil make up doutt but it. 
js Co with (<mfi a£ you^ |t istay bie, ye reafon as ^a-- 
Noah did in another cafe, ** If the Lord d€€gi>eth to. 
damn usy he would not have given us ordiiiances a$,hehas; 
done." Now>, I pnly offer tlft^o ox three things that will. 
fuificieDtly expofe the weakAefy of -tliis defctiAC or hiding-. 
place. And) (1.) I £ay, ye i^ay indeed rieaCon thus:- 
God has eftablifbed go{p.eJrordin%n:^s, the fig^^ of hit pre* 
fence amongft vi$% tbereforr he will (We fonre. He wi41 
not britng the mean^ of gr^oe without doing fo^e goo.d 
by thctn. Yet, (a.) I fay.» ye jcannot thepcc infer, that 
be will favc you: for, [i,] Many who have bad the gof- 
pcl-ordUiances have been damned, [si*]'^ *^ ^^^ the ha- 
vingy but the i^nproving of th^m, that favqs ^ny. £3.] To 
lean upon them is ti^e word miiitipj^eAxeat of them 
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fioffible-; and thertf&rt take care that ye tnift not in ly- 
ing word», faying, ** Th* temple of the Lord^ the tern- 
p\e of the Lotd 9tt tbcfc.** 

5. 0<(heFiy finding no (belter from their conviillons 
jiere, fcct»kc tli«uf)£e)Tes to their good duties. We tcM 
ibeni, they: arc finnetsj and lay open to tlicir eyes thtrir 
inifera1:rle end wretthed condition and (late; they trrn 
their .eyes to their duties, and, like the Pharifee fpoken 
^£ by oar Lord, Luke xviii. 11. they will (lop the mouth 
of eonfcience, with an cnaracration of their perform, 
acces, whereby they excel others. True it is, will fuch 
an one fay, I have finned; but, on the other hand, I am 
Bot:g4iiUty of grofs out-breakings, and fcandalous iins $ 
nay, moi^e^ { am mnch and frequent in the performance 
of tihe duties of f<eligion, I pray, I fad, I communicate, 
and '.a great many ^their things I do % and therefore I hope 
to get ^heaven, notwithftanding all my fins. O how na^ 
turat is it for a man to prefer a de[fencelefs hiding-place 
oflii* own conjtriva^c^, to <the impregnable city of r^- 
iugecontri^od'by infinite wifdotn and grace ; the home- 
fpua robe of his ow-n, to the« heaven-wrought robe of 
Chrift's rigtiteoufnefs ? Here many 0/ yoti hide yourfelves { 
I pray, I read, I feek nuto God, and therefore ai( is well. 
A fad coocfufionl To this plea I anfwer, (i«) If ye 
flioold difl[olve in teats, pray till your kn^s -grow into 
t:he grouad, and'giT« all yt bave in alms, aud faft erery^ 
day, all this wilt not atone for one tin. (2.) Your bed 
dutios do but ittcreafe your guilt. This the church well 
faw, I(a*' Ix'iv. iSi. ^ We are all as an unclean thing, and 
ad 1 oar rigbteoiifaei!ea are as ftlt4iy rags," (3.) Good du- 
ties' when tetttd on^ ba^e damned many, but never did, 
oor evf r-fliall, (a^-e any. To lean to them, is to fay to the 
work of OUT hands, ye are our god's s a fin that the Lord 
forbids and abomkiates. 
• ^' Aiiethcjrfort'of perfons, when con vi£t ions get hold 
0$ t'benit and their fin and mifery are plainly and clearly 
•dilicoiyiered to them, get in behind their good refolutions, 
ttnd*^tbet«by cfaey ftelter tbemfelves. They refolve to 
confider of this ^natter at a more convenient feafon, like 
Feliac, ^irho difmiiCed Paul, when once he came to ddal 
eloCely with hin^gkitvd promifed him a hearing afterwards. 
So do many^ wiien tfiey are almoft convinced^ they difmifs 
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convidions, and promife to hear tbem afterwards^ N<HK9 
J (hall.addrefs myielf to fticb in a few Serious ezpoftulatoiy 
queftions; And, (i*) I inquire at you, is the conriderati4 
x>n of fill and iiii4ery, and of your efcape front it^^ a bofi^ 
•nefi to be delayed ? Is there any thing that y« can be coni* 
cermd about that deftrv-cs to be preftrred to tiii;^ Til' 
there any hazard Ivke damnation } any roer^y coisparabi* 
to fiilvation from the wrath of God? Jf a man gain a 
^'orld, and lofe hia fout^ 1$ he pro^ted by the exchange? 
(2.) Who is the better judge of xhje rooft conveivient occa- 
sion, Gcd or you ? He has dt tefmined the prefent-opportoni* 
ty to be the -beft ; *' Now is the accepted time, now U the 
<iay of falvation." (3.) Wnen art thou refolvcid to take 
tinder ferious confideration thy &n and mi(ery> that now 
thou fliifteft the thoughts of?: Ye muft ^ureJy fiiy^ 
that it will be fome time aiit^r this., • But now I aflc yoo^ 
l^hat certainty have y.e of fuch a time ? and what cer- 
tainty have ye, that ye ijjaJI (hen have the meane that are 
jv-ceifary in order to this end ? I believe y^ dare not fay^ 
that ye are fure of either. (4«) Sure 1 am,:ib(ne who m 
the fame man iKr have, made jnaivy fair ^promifes and refo«> 
lutions, have thjereby cheated themie Ires , out of Xbtit 
fouls. But, 

7. Anot'her fort 'get ia behind tthe^r own ignorancQ^ 
and thiiUc -to flielter them(elv/es there* Tb^ promifiel 
therofelves fafety, though they be pot concerned about 
falvatioq, becaufe they are but ignoTAnt, Cofd* fay they.^ 
may deal feverel^ with otherathat know better things ; 
but fpr me^ I hope he W4n hav;e mercy upon one, fcecaufe 
I know no better* With what aftonifliing con^dence haT:# 
we heard fome rplead this I ¥e fay, ^t, ace ignorant^ and 
therefore God.w.ill have inerey upon you. J fay, ye are 
ignorant, and therefor^ God w.il4 have no mercy upon 
yon, Ifa. xxvii^ n. Ye are igno.rantt; but whofe fault 
is it ? Has not God given yqu the means of kfiowMge ? 
Has not the light of the glorious gofpel ihined clearjy a« 
Ijont you ? Have not others got knowledge by the tfieot ' 
the very fame means which ye have ne||r)eAed and flightad }, 
This is a common excufe for fins, bnt a mod unhappy one' 
rs ever any meddled withal ; for, (f.) God has exprert!/' 
told us, that ignorant people (ball be |||(imned, 2 TheG - 

i' '^f 9* (^0 ^^ ^^s ^^^^ "*' ^^^^ ignorance will ht tb^ 
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girattndef. the Ceutence. This is the condemnation of igno- 
x^Qt fintiertf that th«y love ** dark ncfs rather than light," 
Jabn ill. 191 Nor will it excufe you to tell that ye want 
UiXK ; for, [f.} All other things (hould give place to this : 
*^ Seek fir ft" the kingdom of Ood, and the rrghteoufnefa 
tiiereof,*' and other thingtr wifll come in their own room 
add plactr [2.] Othera have bad as little time as ye liave^ 
who yet have taken care of their fouls, an^ have got the 
knowledge of God^ [^3 ] Ye lofe as much time upon tri. 
iles, or doing nothing, as might bring you to a compe^ 
tent meafure of th^ kno j«rkdgie of thefe things which do 
lielong to your pe^ce, were it birt frugally managed % fo 
t^at this will be /found to be a weak defence, try it who 
will. And yet he#e a great many fiielter themfelves, and that 
two ways ^ (i.j Hereby a great many are not capable to 
nnderiland what we fpeajptc^ them arbout their fin or their 
danger, and fo vr^.hktt no accefs to them to convince 
Um^xu (:^).Qt.t;«rs do think» tbat their igAorance will 
aitone for their others faults ; atid this i!> a fancy fo deep- 
ly rooted Vn^ the thoughts of many^ that nothing i; like to 
cure them of it, till the appearan<:e of the Lord Jefus^ for 
their deftru^ibi¥ who know not God^ d;o it* 

8« There is one defence more^ whereby fome put cfi 
con?incing difcoveriesof 'fin; and tlrat is, by comparing; 
Uieiufeives with others. I When it is^ borne clofe homu 
upon their confciences, that they are in a Hate of ex« 
tr^nte danger^ then they fay, Well, one thing I am fur» 
c^, it is like to fare no worfe with me than with others; 
suid if I be damnedy many others will be fo befidcs me. O 
d^lperate^ aofd yet common defence f 
' Thou fay eft, if thoti be dam^ned, their many others are 
like to be fo« Well, k (hall indeed be fo; many ihall 
indeed perfih eternally, as ye beard before. But,(i.) What 
will this contribute to your advantage? I make no doubt 
but company will contributeexceedrnglyto the bleiTeduer^ 
of the faints above : but I cannot fee what folace or com« 
f^rt the dancrned can have from their companions ; nay, 
jfaftjiU peradventure, this will enhance their roifery, their 
cafe being fuch as can adnit of no alleviation, (i.) Know- 
eft rhouy O doner 1 what thou fayeft, when thou talkeft 
at that rate Mt 13 plainljr to faj, I will hazard the i^ue, 
be wbat it will $ than which nothing can be more eztra<> 
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vagant and fooUIh. Art thou wiiliogto hai'^.rd eterntf 
wrath ? Can ye dw«U with cvcrlafting bucningi h Can, ye* 
dwell with devouring flames? if there ht .zny filcb)Ji:oo^ 
here, as is refolved to hold on at thia raite, au$l hazard the 
iifue, I have a few queflion$ to put tobrm. Is there an jr- 
thing in the world worth the feeklng after^ that^e woul<l^ 
defire to be fiire of ? If there be any fuch thing, then I 
poCe you on ]t> if there be any thing comparable t9 falva* 
tiou.? If ye fay, there is, then I enquire further, is there 
any thing that will go with you afier thk life is done? Ji- 
there any thing that will make up your lofs, if ye lofe 
your fouls? what will be able to relieve you tinder the 
exlreu>ity of the wrath of a fin-revenging God ? Again,, 
when ye fay, ye will hazard the i/Tue, then I de^re to- 
know of you,, do not ye think it as probable tliat ye 
(hall be damned, as that ye ifaftll be faved ? Siire ye 
have reafon to thiuk fo ladeed* A perfgn fo little con>* 
ccrned about falvation,^ nauft think God has? a v^ety fa: aiU 
edeem of falvation,. if lie throMf li Avray upon f»ch a» 
care not for it. Finally,. Cncp ye are likely to be damn- 
ed in the ifTue, have ye ever tho.ught what damnatioa 
imports? 1 believe not. *I flxall only refer you to that 
ihort account of it, whieh th^ iinal doom of impenitent 
finners gives of ir, in Matth. xnv. 41* ** Depart from me,* 
ye curfed, into.everlafting firc^ prepared for the devil an^ 
his angel*." 

I cannot now enter upon the confide»ation of many o-^ 
ther pretences, whereby finner9^ flielter themfelvc» from 
convidions; only I wifti ye may rivet upon you'r heart» 
three truths, which will help to prefervc you from laying 
weight upon them. (i.)Be perfuaded, that there are but 
few that will be faved* Chtid baa faid fo, and who dare 
give him the lie > (2.) Believe it, they who (hall be faved,. 
hiall not be faved in an eafy way^ The <^ righteous are 
fcarcely faved," i Pet. iv. i8, (3*) Ye arc to cndeavourl 
a folid conviaion, that there is no falvation for yovy 
but in the gofpel-way, Adls ivr la^ Underftand and be- 
lieve thefe three truths, and this will be a mean to. pre-" 
ferve you from a reliance upon things that cannot profit.. 
And this for the firft word we dcfigocd Ko, fuch of you a»- 
are not convinced of fin and tnifery, 

2dlyj To fuch of yoa as are n.ot yet awakeaejj,<«;9^. ^re 
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not y«t convinced of your loft and undone ftaie, I fay, ye 
tiHve reafon to fear chat ye Ihall never be awakened and 
convinced. There is ground to fear that Chrift has faid 
to'you, " Sleep on :'* and if it be fo, then the thunder- 
rags of the lavxr, the ftill and calm voice of the gofpel, 
the moft fwect and charming pravidences,. yea, the moft 
terrible threatenings of providence, fhal) never be able to 
open your eyes, or make you confider and lay to heart 
the things that belong to your peace ; but ye fliall fleep- 
on in your feciirityy till the wrath of God come upon yoa 
to the uttermoft. fiut it may poiBbly be,vthat fomc whofe 
cafe this is, fliaU fey or think, or at Icaft carry, as if ihey 
thought there was no danger of this at all. But I afTura- 
fuch, whatever their thoughts may be, ther« is great 
•hazard of this. Fcr,. 

1. God has taken much painy upon yo» already,, to 
brirt^ you to a fenfe of your fa<l ftatc and condition f. 
but he ha» rot dealt To with others* He has not dealt 
fo- with many of the heathen nations; he has not dealt f«i 
with many who have been- taken away fuddenly after their 
rcfufal of the firft offer of the gofpcl ; he has^ not dealt 
fo with not a few others, who have had the gofpel-light 
quickly'takcn from them, upon their refufal of it. As 
for the way of God's dealing with the heathen, there is 
ao place to doubt of it i- and that the Lord has not dealt 
fo with, or been at fo great expenoe, either of time or 
means, with others, is- plain in your own experience. 
Tell me, O finncr&I have not many been fnatched away 
by death from the advantage and ufeofthe ordinances^ 
flnce the- Lord began to deal with you in order Vo your 
convidtion .^ Sure, few of you can deny it : and that th* 
Lord did allow- others a fhorter time of the ordinances, . 
IB no lefs plain from manifold evidences, both in fcripturc 
and in the experience of the church in all ages. Ye have 
had more time than Capernaum, and many other places^ 
where Chrift preached,, in the days of hitf perfonal minif. 
try upon earth. 

2. Ye have reafon to fear this terrible iffue, if ye confix 
der the way that the Lord has taken with you« He has 
not refted in a general difcovery of either your /in or 
danger, but has dealt particulaWv^vith everyone of you, 
aft.ii-w«r8 by name ftnd firnamerlie has fpokeo partici?« 

O 2; Urljf 
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larly to 7011^ by hh word ar^d by his provkieRces. In kis. 
naoie we have deftlt pariitularly with yo^Hg and old oB 
yoti $ and by his providences he has been no lefs particn-** 
]ar. What pcrfon^ what family, has not, eit1i«r in theniH 
felves or in their reVatlonft, felt the flroke ^f God's 
hand ? which tells all upon whom it lights, that the}! 
** have fmned, and come ihort of the glory of <3od." 4 
believe there is fcarce one in this houfe who has not fmart« 
ed this way. So that fcarce is there one amongft; us who 
has not withfVood particular dealings of God for his coii>^. 
virion : and this is a fufEcient ground to fear that we 
iray sever be convinced, finceallthe Ways that God ifi^ 
wont to take, are either general, when lie deals with a 
perfon in coitimon, by a ptopofal of f«c4i things as lay 
open the fin and mifery of all in general ; or partlcoJar^, 
when he makes a fp«cial applioaiion of the general charge^ 
cither by his word^ or by his providence, and fays, aft 
Nathan did,' ** Thou art the man i^ and what can be donfc- 
inore for your conviftion in the way of mtane? 

3. He has not only ufed thefe ways and means men ti^a^ 
ed, but has waited Jong upon you in th« ufe of the meansv. 
even from the morning of yOiir -daytiU now. Many, if 
not aH of you, have had precept upon precept, and line 
upon line, here a little and there a little. Ghrift has ri- 
fen up early, and <dcalt with you, by fen<lhng one meflTen- 
ger after another^ one preaching after another^ one pro-i. 
vidence after another, and yet ye are not convinced and, 
awakened. This fngget^s great founds to fear the If-^. 
fue, if it be con fidered^ 

4. That the Spirit of Gi>d^. though he may long ftrix^ 
with finners, yet will not al'.vavs ftrivc with theiiJ^ Gen.^ 
vi. 6. '* And the Lord faid, My Spirit ihall not always, 
flrive with man„ for that he Vs alfo ik(h ;'* as if thor 
Lord hid faid, I have long dealt with thefe men, -by an 
awakening min'ftrv, by awakening difpenfations, by the- 
inward motions of my Spirit, by checks of their own 
confcience, to convince them of their fin at)d danger, and. 
to reform tbemt but now 1 find all means inefFedual, they, 
are entirely cormpt;- therefore I will convince them no 
more. I will fpare them till they fill ap their oupi and 
be fattened againft the day of flanghter « but will never 
inore convince thejiu. or endeavour their convi£tioit. 

And 
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A&d who c«n td^ but the Lord has this day \.. u. ecu 
t-he like teat«ace againft thv unconvinoed finiicrs o/ Ceres^ 
or fome of them ? Yonder is a people with whom I have 
VoBg (IriT^n, by the word, by providences, by motions of 
my iSpirit> aivd by fecret cliccks of cpnfcience, and yet 
they are not awakened, are not coiivinoed: therefore I 
will n:i*iv« no longer with them;. I will either take them 
tway with a de4iig« of wratli, as I did the old world ; or { 
will take my ordinances £rom them, aa I have done from 
ether churches ; or I will five my fervauts a conimiffioa 
4» make their ears heavy, their hearts fat,|. and' their eyes 
l>llnd \ and I will ipronouiice the barren £g.tree's curfc 
agajnft tliem^ And that all this is not a mere empty bug* 
i)ear, fet up on parpofe to frighten you,, will appear evK 
lie!)t, if it be con(idered>. 

5. Tliat t4iis is the Aat«d meafure,^ tlie ordinary way^. 
^hat t-be Lord has. laid -dowt), for proceeding with perfona 
in that cafe;, as ye will fee, if ye turn over to that ter«- 
vf ible fcripture, Heb, vi. 7, 8. " The earth which drink- 
>eth in the rain that comeih oft upon it,, and bringetb. 
fori h herb*, meet for them by which it is dreifed, re- 
.c^veth bleifing from God ;. but that which beareth thorns, 
and briers, is r^ded and nigh unto curling, whofe end 
k to be burned.** Here is the ftated and ordinary rule 
.of God's difpenCation with finners.,. who live under a goC- 
pel-difpenfation; and that bot4i with f^ch as improve and 
with fuch as.mifimprove it. The wa>ti|i)^^;(^d lakes .with 
the firft fort, the improvers of it, is ^HiiTF^He^'ives trhcLOi 
the means, his ward {uid ordinarHces, which » 114ce ther^i^t^ 
come down from heaven, and have a fructifying efBc^iiJ^i 
when they 'Eill upon good ground ; and, upon their j^'iitP^ 
ing forth good fru'iU calUd fruit that is meat for theuTe 
of him that dreiteth it, he.bUffrlh thrm. On the othor" • -^1 
hand, we have tlie carriage of God toward the red:, and 
their carriage toward him, plainly enough reprefented un- 
to us ; which IJliall fet before you in a. few particulars. 
. (^^1,) God gives them, as well as others, frequent ihowcrs t^ 
he giv«s them fometimes the means, and ihat^ in great 
. plenty, (a.) The generality of them nfe the tneans \ both 
the one fort and the other is fuppofed to drink inrtiie- 
rain ; for there is no doubt, that thofe who openly reject 
l)h«. cot««ifcl 9f God.a^iaft the^felyes^. as thePharlf^es 
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and Scribes did of old, Luke vii. 30* ihall be burnt up^ 
with unquenchable fire, (3.) Though this fort of pcrfony 
we are now fpeaking of drink in the rain, as did the o-- 
ther^ yet herein are they differenced^ they bring not? 
forth fruit meet for the ufe of him by whom they were 
thus watered ; but, on the contrary, they bring forth 
briers and thorns ; That is, plainly, the difcoveries of fin 
fin did not convince them, the difcoveries of danger did^ 
not awaken them, the influenccffof grace did not quicken 
them, but rather made them more f^upid^ more dead ana 
unconcerned. (4.) Upon this account the Lord rejtfls. 
them I that is, he either give* over dealing with them en- 
tirely, or at leaft withdraws his blcffing from the means*. 
(5.) During the time of his forbearance,^ they are nigh un«' 
to curling ; there is nothing to keep the curfe of God 
from them ; it is faft upon its approach to them ; they lie 
open to it, and are deilined to the curfe. Therefore^, 
(6.) He burus fuch in the end. This, O finnersl is the 
ordinary way of the Lord's dealing with yon. And now 
fee and confider your own concernment in this: The Lord' 
as was faid before, has often rained down upon yon ; ye 
have pretended to receive thefe fliowers, have been wait- 
ing upon the means ; but have not brought forth good 
fruit; nay, on the contrary, ye have brought forth briers 
and thorns; what reafon have ye then to dread the con- 
fequehce? Have ye not reafon to fear that ye are rejeft'- 
ed, and Co nigh unto curfing, and that therefore your 
end is to be burned? And that all this may not appear^ 
groundlefs, i offer this to your confideration, 

6, As God has laid down the rule juft now mentioned,, 
as that by which he has walked^ and will valk, with all 
to. whom he gives the gofpel, i mean for ordinary; fo in 
hii; providence we find him dealing accordingly with firi- 
ner.s. [ fiiali only lay before you two or three inftances 
cf God's dealing with finners according to this rule. The 
firfl is that of the old world. The Lord did deal long 
and particular by them, by the preaching of Noah, in or- 
der to their conviftion : they were not convinced, bat 
rather grew w or fe and worfe; whereupon the Lord re- 
jected tlienl^iJ^ij^fc?* over flriving with them: and though he 
f pared them,* Gen. vi. 3. yet it Was not on a defign of 

jBercyj but only to fuffcr thcig to fill up their ouj>, that 

thej' 
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they might be witbout exeuftf^ and. that cheir condemna- 
tion might- be the mote terrible* The jicond inftance is 
tliat of the ehurch of the Jew* j-n our Lord's time. He 
pre^hed to thera^ and endeavoured their couvidiion ; but 
they Were not convinced; tlierefort be rejeas them: and 
though they haii a while's refpite, yet things that did be* 
I^ug to their peace were now et^fHally bid from their 
eyes^ I^uke iXix. 41, 42. as he hii^fe^ tells them; and 
therefore they had nothing to look for but judgment and 
fiery indignation^. In &n«« I miglu to the lanie purpofe ftt' 
before your eyes mauy inftanoes in the gof pel-church, fmce 
the days of CJirid^ wherein the Lord has exaaly followed 
the fame meafures. Now, tell me, O finners 1 have ye not 
reafon to fear, from all that ^as been laid before yoa, that 
ye ih^IJ fleep on^ aiid never be convinced,- never awaken^ 
ed» But this is not all ; for we nuft tel^l yoo,. 

3<i/y, O unconvinced finners ! after all the paVns that 
has been taken upon you for_yottr-filv^i^«y iti* wigiiij^ 
l^obable tTiat ye lliall nevot befaved.- We have juft novr 
laid before yau many reafbns we h«ve to fear^^ that ye 
who have iliut your eyes £6 long upon the dtfcorerles of 
yout fin an di danger, fiiall never g«t tluim opened j and if 
they never be opened, then LiDay fay, thatasfure as Godl 
lives,. Dot a foul of yauiball he fared t for, i«. If yc be 
not convinced, if ye get not your eyes oipeaed to fee yoor 
fisk and mifery,-ye w^Ul /lever lay i^iv&tioa to heart, as ap* 
pears from w&at has boen atrcfldf dvfcoarfcd to* yon at 
great leogtli* 2u If ye lay sot {ahsatioir to hearty thea 
fare jre will never feck after tfr Vook to a Saviour for faU 
vatioR* JSnch as think they fee, will not value eye-falve $ 
{och as think themfolves rtcU enoiighi, will not look after 
gold tried in the fire t futh as fee no haasard of damnation^ 
will not feck after faWatioiv. 3. If ye be not feeking af- 
ter aSavionr, then though h« comtf to yoo, yet will ye 
not recava htm t nay, ye will rtjtOi him, and that with 
contempt. And indeed it cannot othef wife be: who would 
not with feorn reje^ the o^era of a phy(ieiati« that (hould 
prefs upon him healiog raedfcioes, vhea he was not fenfw 
Ue of any difeafe ^ He is a fool that offers pardon tq a 
man who te not condemuedy or bis hand to help up a man 
who it not fallen, or water to waib a amil that is not de-» 
filed I sndfucli an oaa is Quri£k lath* ey^sof-^all that arc 
. . not 
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not convinced. Such an one really he is in your eyes ; atl^* 
y« w<ll be furc to- treat him as fuch. 4. The ncccfTarf ! 
conreq4ience of tiiis m, ye mo/t be damncdy- ye cannot be^H 
faved 5 for theisc is no other way of obtaining etern&l ,iai^ / 
vat ion, birt only by Jefus Chrift ; for ** there ia n0> 
other name given y,ndtr heaven among men^ whereby fin* 
ners can he favtui, butsonly that of Jcfns Chrift," Afty» 
iv. 12. And Jamnatjon is the eternal loc of all-them that 
pejcft him, Mark xvi. i6i But further, 

4thly^ We fay, woe to. you, O fttipid, hard-hearted^ 
and unconvinced fwincrs I for if yeiball be damned; yoor 
damnation will be moil terrible,- your flate will be un*^' 
fpcakably miferable. Aud this will appear phin to any= 
who ffcrioufly fliall ihinknpoait. For, i. Damnation at 
the befl is moil terrible.- This we did make appear to yoo^ . 
not long ago, :: and indeed,^ though we had fpoken nothings 
the thing fpeaks for itfelf. What is terrible, if eternal 
bsfiiingS' be not-Iai . " Who can dwell with devourine 
flimes } who can dwell with cverrafling burnings }^. 
Who can abide the heat of that ^^ Tophet thai is prepared^ 
el old, that is made large and deep, and has for its pile? 
£re and ixinch. woodland the. bceath of tkQ..iymighty like- 
a fbream of brimflone, kindling it»'^ Ths. coldeft place' 
there will be hoi; the moil tolesable place wiH be into- 
lerable) and therefore the cafe of all thofe who go there 
is terriUltf. Bat,. 2. Yciir condition, O miferable iinnersi' 
will be more terrible than that of many whp ihall be there. 
Chrifl (ay8,>^ Woe wnto^theeChoF^Zin, woe unto theBeth*' 
faida; for if the mighty v/^orks which have been done iu 
thee had been done in Tyre and Ssdon, they would have^ 
repented long ago in fackcloth and aihes t But I fay uuto^ 
you. It (hall be more toleral^le for Tyre and Sidon at thev 
day of judgment than for yoiu And thou,. Capernaumr : 
which art exalted unto heaven,, (hall be brought down 
tohelU f^r if the mighty works which have been done- 
in theti ha^ been done in Sodom, it would have remained- 
until this day: But I fay -unto you. It fhall be more tci--. 
lerablefor the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than, 
forthee,,^' Matth. xi^ 2i. — 24. In which remarkable; 
denuneiation of wrathy againih tbofe' iinners whoa our 
Lord. had endeavoured to convince, and yet were not. 
awakened^, it is plain^. firfty That fome fhall have hotter 
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und more intolerable places in hell thtn others. Stcandly^ 
That tbey on.wbom mod paitis have. been bellowed will -have 
>lbe hot left plftce* According to this rc^le of the divine 
proeedare with ifinners^ I£i«ll now proceed^ and lay he- 
jbre you ^our cafe* I fay unto you, O unconvinced /in« 
.ncnt injike cangegration of Ceresi before ^h my our ifln 
aodfmifery hastib ful^r of late been laid open^ your heU 
will be hotter than that of cianyothera. Woe untoyon^ 
for Jt. will be more intolerable than ;that ^f Sodom and 
Gomorrah. They never finned againft the means of graces 
.as ye have done. Upon thie- very acco^int, when our 
Lord fends forth his .difciples, Matth. x^ he tells them, 
'*^ That it would be more tolerable for StkJom and Gomor- 
/Tab .in the daf of judgment, than for fuch as /hould fe- 
fnle them. :jSee 14th and iQXh verfes. Now^ this is the 
«eafe with you '^ the heathen worldfs heH will be hot in- 
deed ; but your furnace will be heated feveh times more. 
A^ain^ woe unto you, for your hell will bemoreintolerable 
l^an thatorCaperaauraf Bethfaida,orChora2int nay, than 
<that of the foldiers that cruc^ed Chrift, and of the Jews 
^hat condemned hijn ; for they only iinned againft Chrift 
in his eftate of humiliation $ ^ut «ye bave.rejeded him, 
^Iiow when he is exalted up on high, and:feated at the right* 
hand of God. ' Woe^into you, it will be niore intolerable 
for you than for thofe who live in many other chnrches, 
where the gofpel is corrupted witb a«perverfe addition 
of human tnventtons and do6lriiie«, tbajt are alien from its 
.for yd fin againftxhe ekar light of^he gofpel, not«dark- 
ened by the clouds of falfe ^odrines. Once more, woe 
ijnto jfon of this congregation, if 3Re be found rcjeders of 
^he gofpel, as certainly ye will if ye continue unconvin- 
ced; for your hell wUl be more intolerable than that of 
many othetrt in Scotland, who hav^e not had that pains 
taken upon* them which ye have had, who:have not had 
tfaefe frequent and clear difcoveries of fin and duty, which 
ye have had 'by one of Chrift's fervants after- another, 
'}4ow, tell roe, O finnera i can ye think upon your own 
cafe without horror? ;Sure, if ye nnderftoodit, ye would 
4IOt, ye coutd not do it. But, 

^thly^ I fay further to you, who iliut your «ye3 upon 
yout fin . and mifery, notwithftanding all that has been 
sfaid U}V your awakening^ if ye perilb^ and perifli ja 

fliall^ 
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ihall, ]f ye he not convinced, then yotir cledrufliitn U 
entlrtly of yourilelves. And O kaw gaiUng^ h«w cut- 
tiog will tlUs l>e to yeu eternally! That it i^f, I niak^ 
appear againil yon thus: Where can ye lay the* bhmi^ 
of it? 1. Dare ye fay that ye wantdd tbe neaos tf 
ialvatiorn } No, this ye canhoit) ye dare oot 'fay \ for If 
yieftall do fo, we are all here witncfTes for Ood a^ici^t 
you $ .nay, yoar own eouCci«nces^alt arife an<i iiy ift 
your faces, and force yon, though uiiwiUi>»g, to owrt that 
ye hare had the meaaa. 2. Dare ye fay that •the means' 
are not fufficient to the end for which they are offered > 
No, I am fure there (ball not be one that ever had them'i 
who ihail dare to charge them with infufficiency* And 
if any one of y^u ihouid arrive at that hjeight of into* 
lerable hifojenoe an^ impudence as to do' it, it ^ere eafy 
to ftop tiieir mouths: For God mlgfit af(k yoti, when 
landing arhis^ tribunal, Jirft^ How do ye kno^ them to 
be ittfnfScient, fince ye were never at the pains to tr^ 
them? Ne?7t, He might Aop your mooth thos: Behold' 
liere^ upon my right-hand, that innumerable company out' 
of all kindreds, congoes, and nations* And how were 
they faved? If ye fbould ^o to them all, and aik them 
•ne fay one,' would they not all with one voke anfwer,' 
to your eternal ffaame and eonfufton, thot by the ufe of 
thefe very means yon had, but 4>efle£trd^ they werefaved* 
S. If yet ye wHl not*lee that all the blame of y-ot^r de- 
ftrudion wili come only to your own door, then 1 a(k 
you, on whom wHi ye lay the blame ? (Dare ye lay it up*' 
on any other but yourfelv^s, wkh any tolerable &adow 
of ground? I know ye dare not. To blame the devil, 
er the world is downright nonfenfes for is it falvation 
from them ye was to Ceek ? and to tell that thefe < are the 
caufe of your ruin, when ye tiad relief againl!l them of- 
fered, is vain ; for it may eaOly be a^ced at a p^^rfon who* 
has lived U4ider the gofpel, and gives Satan or the world' 
the blame >of his ruin, was there not deViverance from' 
Satan and the world offered to you? Were not t>he'raean« 
mentioned fufficicnt? This will eternally acqXift them' as' 
to your deftruflion, and lodge it upon yonrfeives as t^e 
principal caufe of it, which is all we |>lead s for we do 
not exempt 'them from a (hare in the guilt of it. Now,' 
this being iacon^eftibly eyidenti it remains th»t either 
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Chrift or his minifters are chargeable with your damna- 
'tlon, or that ye yourfelves only are fo. 

As for our blefled Lord and Mafter> we offer now to 
undertake his vindication againfl any that (hall dare to 
accufchim. . We have abundance to fpeak in his behalf ; 
and are refolved to afcribe righteoufnefs to our Maker. 
In his vindication, I appeal to your own confciences in a 
few particulars, (i.) Is he not indeed a fulficient Saviour, 
^' one able to favc to the uttermoft all that come unto 
God through him?" Deny it you dare not ; for this is 
the attedation of the glorioirs cloud of witnefTes, who all 
have, by f&ith. in his name, got above the rcach^of fin, 
death and hell, (a.,) Did ever any of you come to him, 
and get a refufal ? Produce your inftances of this forr, 
if ye can. We dare boldly, in oMr Lord's name, give a 
defiance to earth or hell to produ-ce one inilance of this 
"fort. (3 ) Has h€ not allowed, nay, invited, intreated, 
,nay, commanded you to come unto him, that ye might 
be faved? If ye iliall deny this, the word of God, the 
fervants oF God, are witnefTcrsagainftyou. (4.) Has he 
not waited long upon you ? Has he not given you *' pre- 
cept .upon precept, and line upon line ?" And now, to 
conclude, I pofe you on it, what could he havje done more 
to you that he has not done? 

But it iadiy be ye will lay it to our door, and fay, though 
Ciirift did his p^rt, yet his fervants have not done their 's ; 
they have not given you fair warning. As for their vin* 
dication, I anfwer a few things; and I fay, i. Though 
they may be guilty, and conceal, or at lead fail of faith- 
fulnefs in their duty* yet your damnation is of yourfelves : 
for ye have the word of God, that is plain, that is fuft, 
in its reprefentation of your fin and mifery ; and had you 
paid a due regard to that, ye could not have mifi'ed of fal» 
Yation: therefore yet your dcftru^ion is of yourfelves. 
But, 2. We refufe the charjge of your blood, and tell you 
that ye have deftroyed yourft^lves^^ if ye flecp on in your 
iins. And for our own vindication, I put a few things 
home to you : Have we'not plainly told you your fin and 
danger ? Have we hot done it frequently ? Have we not 
been particular in dealing with young ,and old of you ? 
Have we itot been prelling in order to your convi£lion i 
We have told you, with ea^raeftncfs, both your iiii 
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and danger. We have looked frcni our watch-tower, 
through the profped of the word of God, and have feeii 
the wrath of God ready to feize you ; aud wc have not 
concealed his righteoufnefs within us. And now, the 
Lord, the righteous Judge^ be witnefs betwixt you and 
MSj for we h;ive done as much as will free us of your 
blood. Indeed we cannot deny ourfclv«s to be finners^ 
and mufl own that we have fnined, even with refpeci to 
you.: but this will not make your blood to be charge^ 
upon us ; fince, in order to our exoneration as to that^ 
it is only refjuired we give you warning of your dangers 
.and if ye be flain fleeping, ye arc to blame. There is one 
word more 1 have to fay to you^ in the 

6tA Place ; and then 1 (hall leave you. What have 
we to do more with you ? If ye comply not with the firft 
part of our mefTage, ye will be fure to refufe the fecond. 
iChrift will be refufcd by you, and wc will fecm to you 
like them that mock. But whatfoever ufe ye make of it, 
we (hall proceed in our work-s and if we prove not tile 
favour of life unto you, we (hall prove the favour o€ 
<leath ; for we arc a ** fweet favour unto God in thciu 
that are faved, and in them that peri(h i and if our goP 
pel be hid, it is hid to them that are lod," 2 Cor. iv« 3^ 
I come now, 

arf/y, To fpeak a word to fuck ar are awakenedj and are 
£iying, with the convinced jailor in the text, What /halt 
J do to be faved ? And to you wc fay^ 

!• Blefs the Lord^ who has opened your tyt^. Ye were 
naturally as much incHned to (leepon as others ; and it is 
only the di(lingu]ihin.g goodnefs of God that Jias madeyo.i; 
to differ. 

2. Study to keep your eyes open. If yc (hut them again^ 
and lof« con virions, then ye may never more recovei; 
them. If ye quench the Spirit, it is hard to fay but the 
iflTiie may prove fatal to you. If God, being provoke4 
by your ftiifling conviftions, (hall give over dealing with 
you, I may fay, woe unto yon, for yc are undone ctet;^ 
nally. And that ye have got your eyes opened in fomq 
n^eafure, to difcover your hazard, will be fo far from 
mending the matter, that it will make it much worfe ; it. 
will put an accent upon your (In^ and likewife upon your 
piniiibinent. 

3. Endeavour 
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3. Endeavour to improve the difcoveries ye have got 
hf fin :> and feek not ©nly to keep j'our eyes opeiiy. but to 
have them further opened. The more clear the fight of 
finis which ye get, the riiorc welcome will ye make th« 
gofpel-teuder of mercy and relief^ tlic mere fi«cercly and 
heartily will yeclofe with it, 

4, Would ye indeed be fa vcd ? then take the advice in 
the text, Btlieve in the Lord Jefus Chrifly andthou flialt 
be faved,* This leads me to that which I did principally 
dcfign in the choice of this fubje£l ; therefore I ilia 11, if 
the Lord will,, infiH: upon it at length, becaufe it is the 
very fum and fubftancs of the gofpely that which com* 
prifes all the reft. 

We have hitherto* reprefcntcd your cafe by natu>c, as 
ye are under (in ; and have hinted iliortly at your cafe, 
asunder the influences of the Spirit in convidlion : now 
H^c fliall proceed to a difcovery of the go fpel- relief, that 
is provided by infinite wifdom, fof fufh as are awakened 
to a difcovery of their loft and uirdone ftate v and that lies 
before us io tJiis 31ft vcrfe. He may remember, ibajt 
when we did open to you the context, we did refer the ex- 
plication of this verfe, till (uch time as we had ended the 
former* This being now done, 1 fliall briefly open the 
words, and then draw thence fome comprehenffve truth as* 
may gite ground to difcouFfe of that which we have prin* 
cjpally in our eye. 

The words contain* a dire^lon given to the diftre/Ted 
and awakened jailor r and in them "^t may take notice, 

K Of the perfon to whom the-dire£Hon is given ; ftndy 
as was jud now filid, he is an awakened a.nd convincrd 
iiajier. This is the gofpel-method ; it propofes its reme»> 
dy, not to thofe who are whole and well in their own 
eyes, bnt to fnch as are difeafed. Chrift is tendered to 
fuch as need Yixtay and are fenfible that they do fo.-^ The 
foundation of tbegofpel it laid in convi£tion of Hn. Hence 
it is, that we And gofpel-minifters begin their work here-; 
of which we have many eminent and notable inflances in the 
fcrip.ture. John the Baptift, wbofe buflnefs it was to make 
way for Chrift, and prepare finners for entertaining the cal 1 
of the gofpel,, begins his miniilry with convidion, with 
pi-caching of fin to his hearers: ** Repent," faith he, 
^ for the kingdon of hcsiven is at hand.'^ He fmartly re* 

buke^ 
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bukes fuch as came to hiin, and fully unfolds to them their 
need of. a Saviour. There were two forts of people that 
came to him, as we read in the 3d of Matthew.. The or- 
dinary fort of people, and the more refined fort, the ' 
Scribes and Pharifees ; and he deals with them according- 
ly. The more grofs fort he dire£lly prefTcs to repent- 
ance, in confidcration of the approach of the gofpel. Their 
f/ns went before- hand into judgment. Matters of faft* 
they could not deny ; and therefore he praiTesHhem to 
load iheir confciences with a fenfe of them. Tljc more 
refined fort of finntrs he takes another way of dealing 
With ; he calls them vipers, thereby pointing them out as 
full as bad, if not worfe than the common fort, and beats: 
them from their ftrong holds they were wont to iheHer 
themfelves in from the ftorms of an awakened confci- 
ence : ** Think not to fay within yourfelves, We have 
Abraham to our father," &c. This was their ordinary 
relief; And this he difcovers the vanity of, in order to 
prepare them for the entertainment of the gofpel. The- 
fame co'jrfe was followed by the apcflles, A&s ii. The 
fame method did our Lord ufe with the apoftle Pauly 
Adts ix. ; and this method we have endeavoured to fol-^ 
low in dsalmg with you : we have laid fin befbre you,; 
and it is for the fake of fuch as are convinced among you^ 
that we have entered upon the confideration of this relief^ 
that is only fuited to convinced finners. But, 
* 2. In the words we may take notice of the perjons who 
propofe this relief to this awakened finner, viz.- Paul and 
Silas, lu reference to* them, there arc only two things 
I obferve, amongft many : the one, th^i they were pcr- 
fons who had a commiflipn from Chrift to preach the 
gofpel 5 the other, that they once , had been in the fame 
ca/e themfelves s which two,, when they meet ii) one, help, 
to fit Mman to be a complete roinilter ;. one who in bis: 
meafufe will be capable to anfwer the charafter given of 
Chrift, that " he had the tongue of the learned to fpeafc 
a word in feafon to weary fouls." • 

3. We may take notice of the w^ay wherein they propofe 
this dire£lion. And here it is remarkable, that they do it 
fpeedilyj to do it plainly. No fooner is the queftion pro-- 
pofed, but it is anfwered. One would bave thought, that 
it luid been tlifi apoHle'a wifdom to capitulate with him^ 

and 



1 



MAN'S RECOVERY BY FAITH IN CHRIST. 175. 

and hold him in fufpence, till fuch time y.s he iliould en. 
gage to contribute for their cfcape : but they would not 
do fo, but prefenily offer him relief; having ihemfelvcs 
been acquaint with the terrors of the Lbrd, they know 
how uneafy it would be for him to continue in that mlfer- 
able perplexity, nay, how cruel it would b^ not to do 
their utmofl: for his fpeedy relief. They minded more irs 
finnerj*s eternal falvation than their own temporal lait vy. 
They had greater rcgird to the glory of Chrift, tlian thtir 
own fafety.. They were more concerned to fatisfy a poor 
convinced and dejeftcd linner, than their own private 
grudges* And this they do, not by propofing the go f pel 
in fuch a dark and obfcure way as might anmfe and coiv 
found, but in fo fair and plain a way, as might be under«^ 
flood eafily by the poor diflrcfled man. 

4. In the words we are to notice the direHion itfdf^ Be* 
lieve on the Lord Jefus Chrifi, In which, again, we are 
to obferve three things, the duty pointed to, the perfon 
whom It refpcdta, and the way how it refpe£ls him. Ti.e 
duty pointed to is, Believe s that is, a£l faith upon, re- 
ceive and red upon Ch4ft, look unto him» All thefe 
words fignify exa£lly one and the fame thing, as we iliall 
fee anon, if the Lord will# The ptrfon whom this faith 
refpedts, is the Lord Jefus .Clirift. Here we^ have a three- 
fold title given to him. He is called the Lord; which 
points at his authority and dominion. He is Lord over 
all things and perfons, becaufe he did create, and doth 
flill uphold them t and he is fo in a peculiar manner, as 
-he is the Redeemer of the church, for whofe behoof all 
, things are put into bis hands, he being made ^ head over 
all things to the church." Again he is called Jefus^ to 
point at tl« defign of his lordlhip and dominion : as he is 
exalted to be a Prince, fo he is likewife to be a ^vi^ur.. 
Nay, the defign of his advancement to that dominion 
which belongs to him as Mediator, is to iit l^ioi to be a. 
Saviour ; which is the proper import of the name Jefusy 
accord fng to the fcripture-account of it, *< 1 hoii fliaU 
call his name Jefus, becaufe he {hall fave his people from 
their fins," Matth. j. ai. In fine, he is called Chrift^ \, e. 
Anointed^ becaufe he is anointed, deligned, and furnilbed' 
of God, to be a ** Prince and Saviour to give repentance 
and rcmiflion of fins,*' Afls v. 31; ' Tie laft thing we 

P 2^ did 
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did notice iu the dire<flion itfelf, is the nature of that re*- 
fpeft which this faith has to Chrift : it 4s not faid, Believe 
the Lord Jefus Chrift^ h\M believe [on] him^ or [in] him^ 
]t is not fimply to give credit to his word, and to take a4- 
truth whatever he has faid t but it is to rely on hiw, to- 
f ut cur trufb in him, as one ihat is able to fare fiicli as^ 
come unto Godthrajgh Iwm- 

5. In the words we are to obfcrv* the encouragement 
that is given, to engage to a compliance with this direc- 
tion* And this is twofold; particular, tkou /halt be fa*- 
njedr and more general, and thy houfe. In the 

i/i, We have three things worthy of our notice i. The' 
thing that W proraiCed, and that is falvation^ the very 
things that the man was feeking. 2. The orde^ in whVch 
it is to b« had ; believe tn the Lord' ye/us Chriflj and thou 
Jhalt btifaved. 3. There is the certain connexion betij^ixt 
the one iind the others thou iiitilt be faved if once thoit 
believe. Where, by the by,, we caainot but take notice 
of the different influence of theArminian do£trine of jofti* 
ficatix^n, and that oT the apefl'leS dofirinr,. upon the com* 
fort of awakeocd finners, HalMPaul faid to him, Btlievi 
on Ph» Lord Jefus s and rf ye ihall hold out in faith to the' 
end, then ye flyall be faved ; if ye hold' your will right, 
tlie» all ftrall be well. If, I" fay,v the apoftle had road* 
hi^ propofal fo> the poor man might have lain ftillupoh ' 
the ground, and tremblied ali his. days; fincethis would* 
hare given him, at be (b, but a may-be for his eternal faU 
'ration, and efcape from rUrnal milery. Bnt here there 
is a ground for prefent and abiding comfort t BeUenre oit 
the Lord jfefus Chrijiy and thou fitalt be faved: The 

Z'd Branch of the encouragement is tgenera), and tlty 
houfe fliall be faved* Which is not fo to be underftood 
as if ii4ireby it were promifed, that their falvation (hould 
abfohitfrly depend upon his belief: for his faith could- not 
favc them; fince the fcripture is exprcfs, that he belicveth 
not,, every particular perfon who doth not' believe, fliall 
be damned ; and^ upon the other hand, that every parti* 
cular perfon that believes fliall be faved, though tbere 
lliould not one more believe. But the meaning of t^e 
words I Ihall offer to you Ihortly thus : M'^hen it is ad- 
ded, and thy houfe^ this exprellion imports, 1. That all 
his houfe had need of falvatiopji^ as well as bimfelf« Qoe 

juifijit 
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^igtit pol&bly thiakf as for that rude fellow, who treated 
the fervants of Cbrifl io ill, he has need to be faved ; 
but his innocent children are guilty of nothing that can 
endanger their eternal bappinefs; but hereby rhe apof^ 
ties intimate^ that they nteded falvation as well as he. 
a. It imports the commonnefs of this diredion $ as if 
the apoftles had faid, This direction is not fuch as \s 
peculiar to fuch great, notoriou?^ flagitious finners^ a& 
thou bad been; but it is the common road vherein others 
walk towards happiness : there is one «vay for you and 
your houf« to be favcd in. 3. It imparts the extent of 
this remedy; as if they had faid, This is not only fufii- 
ctent to reach and benrfit you, but it is fuch as may reach 
all in your hou(e, and they may have the fame advantage 
as ye may have* 4. It imports the certainty of falvatioa 
to them upon the fame terms ;. as if the apofllts had faid^ 
And let thy houle believe in the Lord Jefus Chrifl, and. 
they likewife iball be faved. 5. It imports this much^ 
that hereby his family fhould olgtain fome fpecial advan- 
tagesy in order to their falvation. 

Now, becanfe I defign n^ to fpeak any more of this 
part of the text, I fliall here mention fome of thefe ad« 
vantages which the jailor^s children or houfe had by his 
faithy and eonfe<}uently which the children of every be- 
liever has by the faith of their parents. Amongfl-many 
fuch advantages^ the few following ones are remarkable* 
I. Hereby fuch children are taken ia within the covenant r 
** For the proiuife," fays the apoftle^ A6s ii. 39. " is to 
you and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even, 
as many as the Lord our God (hall call.'^' They are al- 
lowed hereby to have their names particularly meniidned 
in the promife. This is the advantage which chnrch-mem«^ 
bers have beyond others, who are not yet taken within 
the covenant, nor admitted to thofe ordinances which 
are a badge of their reception. The gofpel-call fays in 
the general to all, if ye believe, ye fliall be faved ; but 
it, as it were, names every one that is baptifed, and fays 
in particular to him, O man, thou who art taken within 
the covenant, I fay to thee> as it were by name, thoa 
flialt be fayed, if tbou believe : and this is much more con« 
firming than the other* a.TThe children of real believers 
Jbave this advantage^ that they have th^ir parents pleading; 

for 
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for them at the throne of grace, which many times bar* 
availed mucli, in order to their falvation, though the Lord 
fees not meet always to hear parents in behalf of their 
children. If he did always fo, then poffibly it might 
prove a fnare both to them and to their children, and 
might lead them into a dangerous miftike, as if God'a- 
grace were not {o free as it is: but that many times" 
they are heard this way, is enconragement enough to en- 
gage all parents' to pray for their children. 3. The chil-^ 
dren of godly parents have their counfel a-nd inflris^ion^ 
which is of ufe to engage them to religion, and to bring 
them to acquaintance with Chrift: and of how much in- 
fluejice tliis is,, the wife man tells us, *' Train up a child 
in the way he fliould go^ and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it," Prov. xxii. 6. ; that is, ordinarily he 
will not do fo. 4. The children of believing parents, 
they have their parents' good example ; and tfiis many^ 
times has more influence than precept and inftruftion r 
hence it is, that we frkd the apoftle Peter exhorting 
wives to a holy walk, that their unbelieving hufbands 
tnight be won by their coni^rfation. "Ye wives,*' fays 
he, ^ be fubjeft to your own hufbands, that if any obey 
not the word, they alfo may, without the word, be won 
by the converfation of the wives, while they behold 
your chafte converfation coupled wifh fear," i Pet. iii, 
I', 2. Faith made vifible in a holy walk, has a moft at- 
tradJing and engaging appearance; it is beautiful to ati' 
high degree. 5. Hereby children likewifo have the ad- 
vantage of the ordinances, which are the means of falva- 
tion. Godly parents will take care bbth to bring their 
cTiildren to the ordinances, and to bring the ordinances to 
"them. 6. To add no more to the purpofe, the children 
of believers have this advantage as they are theirs, that 
God has a particular refpea to them ; which we find him 
exprefling upon feveral occafions to the children of his 
fervants. 

Since, as I faid before, I defign not to return again to 
this part of the verfe, I carniot bnt apply this truth, that 
the children or houfe of a believer has great advantages 
by his believing, in order tQ, their falvation. And this 
I iliall do in a few words to four forts of perfons :, 
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(i.) Believers; (2.) Their children; (3.) U a be lie vers ; 
(4.) Their children. 

To thejfirft fort I fay only a few words, O believers ! 
is it fo that your children, as well as yourfelves, have fp 
many advantages in order to their falvation ? Then» 
[i.] Blefs the Lord, who has given you faith, which not 
only is the fpring of innumerable advantages to your- 
felves, but alfo entails fo many upon your very houfes* 
[2.] Blefs the Lord, and be thankfij for the extent of 
the covenant ; that it is fo wide as to reach not only your- 
felves, but even your children^ It had been much mercy 
had God given you your fouls for a prey, though he had 
never given you the leaft profpedt of mercy toujour off- 
spring, [3,] Take care that your children lofe none of 
thefe advantages by your negligence. Some of them» as 
ye have beard, are of fuch a nature, that depends not 
only upon the being of gr^cc in the parents, but upon it5 
extrcife. If ye live not holily and tenderly before them, 
ye may lay a ftumbling-block ii^ their way, which may 
coft you dear. The negligence of fome godly parents 
this way, hath been heavy to them when they came ta 
die, and fometimes even before.. [4 ] Do not quarrel with . 
Godj or rpjjine, if, after all, your children ihall fall 
ihon of falvation. If ye have acquitted yourfelves 
fiiith fully, then ye have and may have peace, though 
they prpve final mifimprovers of their own mercies. 
Chriffc has no where promifed that they all ihall be fav- 
ed: the word of God gives ^ contrary account of tb^ 
matter: ^* Jacob havcd I loved, and Efau have 1 hated,'* 
Rom. ix. 13, 

zdlyj Ar9 there here any who are the children of be- 
lievers? Then, to fuch I fay, [i.] Ye jiavc great advan- 
tages, and therefore have an eminent call to thankfulnefs* 
Blefs God' that ye have religious parents. Many have 
found it not a little relieving to there in their ftraits and 
fears, that they eould fay, that they were early devoted 
to God by their parents, and that they had early accefs to 
know God, and had prayers early put up for them. [2.} 
Reft hot upon thefe advantages J for your parents* faith 
will not faveyou* Think not to fay within yourfelves 
yrc have a believer to our father,. and therefore all will 
be well. Efau had fuch an on? to his father, and yet went 

to 
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to hell ; and not a few others have gone the farae way; 
Nay, [3.] I fay to you if ye ihall be damned, all thefe ad-^ 
vantages will be whneiTes agalnft yon. Your fathers de- 
voted you to God, but ye devoted yourfelve* to Satan a 
your fathers prayed for you, but ye prayed not for your- 
felves. Thefe and many fuch will come in againflyou, as 
aggravation? of your fin, and will eternally aggravate 
your mifery. [4*] There/ore ye are called to work out 
your falvation with fearand trembling. Since, if ye be 
ruined, ye muft be fo wilha wituefs"; if ye go to hell, it 
mud be a hotter hell ; therefore improve vrgouroufly the 
advantages put in your hand. Refolve with IVIofe8,£xod. 
XV. 2. ^^ He is my God, and Irwill prepare him an ha* 
bitation ; he is my father *s God, and 1 will exalt him."' 
[5.] Pay a double refpcdt to your believing parents. Ye 
owe them much as your parents^ much as believers, much^ 
as in Chriil before you, and much as inilruments made 
life of by God in promoting youij eternal well-being. 
f6.] Take care that ye iwrri not affde out of their way y. 
iince this will prove eminently prejudicial^ not only to 
yourfelvesj but to your poftcrit^. In fine, I fay to you^ 
if ye trace your parents' ftcpsf-ye (hall attain their blciT- 
ing, even the end of your faith, the falvatian of your 
fouls. 

3<//y, I have a few words from this head ta fay to un- 
believing parents. Ye arc mifierable yourfelvcs ; for he 
that believeth not ^ is condemned already^ and the wrath 
of Godabideth on him."^ Ye entail' as .many difadvan* 
tages upon your poller Jty, as believers tranfmit advanta- 
ges to theirs; ye deprive them of many means which they^ 
might enjoy, ye jj^m them by your example, ye provoke 
God againd your families i in fine^ ye do what in you lies 
to ruin them eternally $ fo that^ not only your own bloody 
but the blood of their fouls, wiH God* require at your 
bands. Therefore, as ye tender their eternal advantage, 
«s ye tender your own, believe in the Lord Jcfus Chrift, 

4//i/y, I have a few words to fay to the children of in 
religious parents, and then 1 Biall proceed. Ye are at a 
great lof* rndecd by your parents' infidelity and impiety r 
yet It is not an irreparable one % for the door is open^ to 
you, and ye are called to enter in^. The promife of faU 
vation is not only to believers^ and to their children^ but 

it 
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it is to ** alt that arc afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God lliall call/' A6ls ii. 39. Therefore lay hold upon 
the advantage that ye have of mercy offered to you upon 
the gofpel terms. See that ye believe in the Lord Jefiis, 
Be very thankfnl to God, and admire .the riches of his un- 
deferved kindnefe^ in having a regard to yo«i) and calling 
you notwithftandiwg your own iniquities, and the iniqui- 
ty of your fathers. Take care that ye tranfmit not tbcfe 
inconveniences, that ye yourfelves lie under, to your pof- 
tcritj. And, if ever the Lord do you good, fcek by all 
.means the falvation of your parents ; and if ye obtain not 
ananfwer of peace with refpect to them, then 1 canaffurjc 
yon, your prayers lliall return into your own bofom, and 
fb ye fliall be no lofcrs. 

Thus far have w£ pro&cuted the lad daufe of the verfe., 
to which we dcfign not to return again; we ihall now 
proceed to that which is our principal defign, in the 
difcovery of Jefus Chrid, as the only relief cf finncrs, as 
the only one that can effettually quiet the confciexice of 
an awakened fmner. 

We have fufHciently explained the words already j that 
which I ihall now inHH: upon at fome length from themj 
is expreffed in the following do£trine« 

DocT.— " An awakened finner, betaking himfelf to^ 
or believiug in the Lord Jefus Clmfl, ihall be faved." 

1 think there is no need of any proof of the doftrine^ 
it lies fo plain in tlie word&, and isfo frequently a/ter ted 
in 'the fcripture^ that one fliall fcarce look into the 
bookof God^ but he fhall find fome one proof or other 
of this truth* In the profecution of this dodrlne^ w^ 
ihall, if the Lord will^ follow this method:: 

. L We (hall tell you who this convinced finner is, of 
^hom we fpeak in the do£Jrinc. 

II. We fkall offer you fome account of ^thc Lord Jc- 
'fus, in whom he is to believe. 

IIL We fliall fliortly cxplaia feveral fcriptnre-cxpreC* 
Cons which point out this duty, that from them we may 
.Underftaiidfomething of its nature; and then, 
IV, We fliAll hold forth the nature of this faith In a 

few 
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few particulars, which ma/ receive light from the foiv 
mer general head. 

V. We dial I inquire, what that falvation is which 
they (hall have who believe in the Lord Jefua Chrift ? 

VI. We fhall otTer fome evidences of the truth of the 
doarine, and then apply the whole, «if the Lord alloiT 
iime, aud opportuniy, and llrengtb. 

L' We begin with the firft of tbefe, which is to (how 
who this convinced (inner is, that ihall obtain falvAtion 
on his believing in the Lord Jefas Chrift. 1 fliall offer 
you his character in the few following particulars, fn a) 
far as we think it needful for our prefent defign » for 
that it is in lonse meafure requiiitie, is plain, fince non^ 
can .be faved but fuch as believe, and none can believe 
but convinced and awakened (inners. Take then the 
cbara6ler of fuch an one, thus: 

/i'r//, He is an ungodly man. It is only fuch as are 
ungodly who are fa^ed by believing in Jefus : " To him 
that worketh not, but believeth on hlro who juftifieth the 
ungodly, is his faith counted for righteoufnefs,'* Rom. 
IV. 5. Perfons who arc not ungodly have no need of 
Jefus ; and perfons ^ho fee not tbemfelves to be fuch will 
never look after him. 

SecondlyjHc is one that fees himfelf, upon this account, 
obnoxious to the judgment of God, even that righteous 
judicial fentence, that he who committcth fin is worthy 
of death. He fees himfelf lying open to the curfe of the 
law, to the death it threatens againft: finners. When thfS 
law fays, " The foul that fins fhall die," the finner hears 
his own doom in that fentence, becaufe he fees his name 
jn the fentence. The fentence is againft theffoul that fins, 
and this he krtows to be his very name. 

Thirdly^ He is a felf-conderaned man. He not only hears 
God pa flinjj fentence againft him, but he palTeth fentence 
againft himfelf. Thus it is with every convinced fin* 
ner : he is as fevere to himfelf as God, or the law of God^ 
can be: whatever thefe charge them with, all that he 
takes witl^i: whatever they determine to be done againft 
him, he writes down under it, yuji : the Lord is righteotu^ 
for I hive offended. 

Fourthly He is one that has his mouth ftopped, as the 
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«poA1e CpeakSf Rom< liL i6. He has finned ^ and he is fen- 
£ble that there is no biding of it. He i^s guilty, and there 
'IS Doexcule. He is every way T^w/ up under fin^ as ih« 
word properly fignifiti, GaU iii. za, " ** The fcripturc 
faatlvconcludtrd all und«r fin ;" that is, according to the 
lorce of the word^ tli« fcripttt^re hath every yt^yftmt up^ 
w/kut im^ all under fm^ ^ that the promife by faith of 
Jcfus Chrift mightrbw grven to thtm that believe." Li? 
one WiOrd, he j9 ft crtmfnal> that has got fuch a fight of 
Ills crnne, that hie dare;nttther deny it, nor endeavour to 
tilde it, nor exteanate it, but fubrcribea to the truth o^* 
all that tlte law of God and bis own conCcience charge him 
with. A-s for the fenttsnce paifTed againfl hi id, he fsb* 
ikribes it juft : be kiic^s that he cannot flee from it^ nor 
w abie to undergo it* He is an enemy to God, broughc 
fiofuchaftTait, that h« isabie neither to £ght nor flee. 
And when b£ looks to himfelf, and all thofe things he 
onccilaid fome -weight upon, he fees no profped of relief. - 
Such an one is th« coavinced finner we fpeak of $ and 
fuch of you as nevtr were brotight to this pafs, never did 
believe on the Lofd Jefus Chrift.^ This being once cleared, 
ve proceed now, 

t II, To give fome account of the Lord Jefus Chrin*, oii 
whom he is called to bielieve* Here ye Are not to etpe^t 
a full account of Chrlfl ; this none can give ; nor fhail 
I at large infiA on what may be known of him» but only 
giante at a few things, whieh fuit the cafe of tbe cdnvin* 
c]Bd finuer, of whom we have jud now been fpeaking. And 
this we ibaii do in a few particulars. 
' iirfty The Lord Jefus Chrifl, on whom we are bid be- 
lieve, is^ ^^ImmanueL, God with us,^' God in our nature, 
God^'nian in one perfon. *^ In the beginning was the Word, 
aud tbe Word was with God, and the Word was God.'' 
And the Word that in the beginning was with God, and 
1^8 God) in tbe fulnefs of time ^^ was made feib, and 
dwelt among men upon earth, who did behold his glory, 
tbe glory of the only bfegotten of the Father, full of gra<e 
aod truth." This the apoille John dotk evince at great 
length ; this he ezprf&Iy teaches, in the fkiH chapter of his 
Gofpe], and the firft fourteen or Jftoen vexfes of it* Now, . 
this difcoyery of Chrift is extremely encouraging to a (in* 
cer who la under the dfiCf couvtdtiou of iiii| && was the 
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jailor in the text. If Retell fuchan one^ when be cries 
out with him. What muft I do to befaved ^ Go, believe on 
God, it would give hiin no relief, for all Kis fears are 
frcra God ; it is dellrudion from Crod that is his terror. 
He fees the holiiiefs, the truth, ihe wifdom, and juflice of 
God, all breathing out threatenings againft him. HolU 
nefs caunot look upon an impure fin ner. The truth of 
God has become furety for his deftrufi^ion ; the jttftice of 
God'pleads it reafonable that the finner (houkl be puniih** 
f d, and therrby evil taken away, God's* honour, and tbd 
honour of his law repaired \ and wifdom is fo deeply in* 
tereded hi every one of tbefe claims, that It ftems to join 
"with them. Hence it is that the (inner is horridly &* 
fraid of God. go far would he be from looking toward 
him, thai, like Adam, he would flee from him, and en* 
fieavour to hide bimfelf. What would fuch a poor trem- 
biing (inner reply unto any who Ihould bid him believe iu 
God? Shall I believe on him who threatens me with de- 
Arni£)ion, on him, all whofe attributes confpire, and that 
Kio(! jutlly, my everlaAing deilru^tion i He has told me 
already what I am to exped at his hand, even fure «nd 
iuevitable death : <^ In the day thou eateil thou ifaalt 
furely die." This God is a confuming fire, and I am at 
Aubble before him. On the other hand, tell fucfa a con- 
vinced finner of a man, a mere man, and bid him look to 
htm for relief ; this at firft blnili appears utterly vain« 
What I are not all men involved in the fame calamit>c 
with me > are they not unable to fave themfelves ? What ! 
is man able to fuflain the weight of that heavy ftroke «f 
f wrath, which enraged Omni potency is ready to lay on^ 

;* Thus it appears, neither mere God, nor mere man, is 

fuited to give relief to the finner of whom we fpeak ; but 
God and man united into one appears exceedingly fulled' 
to give him relief. There are three things which an a*- 
wakened finner will fee, at the firfl view, in the perfon of 
Cbrifl:. (i.) He will fee him to be one that may be approach* - 
cd by him. When one is made fenfible of his own finful* ■ 
nefs, fo far will be be from deiiring a fight of God, that 
he will rather faint at the thoughts of it,fince hedreaddhe 
«annot fee him and live. Nay, fueh is the weaknefs of man 
iiuce the fall, that the fight even of a created angel has made 
iovRt of the molt emiQent'Du^its o^cocedlngly afraid; as we 
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-karc inftances more than one in the fcripture. But tlierc 
T3 not that dread in theiight of one that is cloathed with 
flefh, that appears in the likenefa even of finfiil flefht 
Rom. viii. 3. as to deter from approaching to him. Nayi 
on the contrary^ will not every one in this cafe readily 
draw near, m cicpcflation of re\)c{ from fuch an one* 
knowing him to be " bone^ his bone, and fleili of hJs 
flefli ?*' This is one of the excellencies in Cbrift's per- 
fon that ravifhes the heart of a (inner that is looking out 
for relief, (a.) The perfon of Cbrift, thus confilling of 
the divine and human nature united in one, appears no* 
tably fitted for undertaking the work of a days-man be- 
twixt an angry God and rebel finners. He is equally 
interefted in both parties : being God, he knows exadkly 
what all the properties of God do demand of (inners ; and 
being man.^ he knows WvH wliat man's ilatd is. Thus the 
fmner'a fear is removed, that there is " not a days-man 
who (hould lay his hand upon. the head of bof^r -parties,^ 
ts Job ezpreites it. (3;) A convinced finner here feet one, 
not only capable to know,, but even to.be ^^ touched wittv 
the feelings of his infirmities, who withal has wifdom Bn4 
power to improve any fenfc he has of onr mifery to our 
advantage. This is what the convinced finner with admi< 
xation views in Ghrif^, who is the ^reat " iry fiery of 
godlinefs, God manifefted in the fiefh.^' 

- Secondly^ The Lord Jefust Cbrift is cloatbtd with a 
threefold office, for the behoof and advantage of fuch s» 
ihaU : believe on -him.. He \%m King, a Prieil, and a l^row 
phet: and -each of 'tbefe is exceedingly fuited to the re* 
iief of an awakened finner; as we may hear afterwards.. 
- I/?, I fay he is ?i Prophet i and as (ueh he was pro- 
mifed of old to the church by Mofes & ^^ A Prophet fiialt 
the Lord your Giod ratfeup to yon from among your bre<^ 
thren,'^ fays he. Becaufe this fcripture furnifhes ut witk 
afuUlaecount of .ChridV prophetical' ofiice,. we may take 
a view of it at foma length. So then that text runs, *( L 
will (fays God) raifethem :up;a prophet ffom among their 
brethren, like unto thee ; and I will put my words in his 
iHouth, and he ihaU fpeak unto them all that I (hall coro- 
nand hini t and it (baU come to pafs, that whofoever will 
net hearken to my wordsi which he (ball fpeak in my name, 
1 will req^iiiie it oi hlro|" Deut. acvtii. i8. 19, Now, ia 
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lhf« fcripture \vc have fo full an account of Chrid's pro* 
fhctical of&<;^ with rcfped to our prefent defign, th«t I 
cannot better unfold this matter than by making fome 
remarks upon it. And» (i.) Here we fee that Chrift rs ifl* 
deed a Pro^iet ; for fo he ii exprefsly called^ andaafuch 
he is here promJfcd. That it is Chrift whom Mofes here 
i'ltends) the Spirit of God has long fince, by the mouth 
of the* apoftle Peter, fully determined, Aas iii. i2» 
(2.) Here we fee his call to that ofice. "1 will raifc uprt 
Prophet," fays God ; that is, I will call and fet one apart 
for that work. (3.) We fee further bis furniture for the 
work : ** I will put roy words in his mouth.** (4.) We 
fee what his work and biifinefs is: it is to fpeak to them all 
that is commanded him of God s to deliver to them the 
whole counfel of God for their falraiion, (5.) Here we 
fee who the psrfonsareto whom God has a regard, iii tber 
dcfignation ofChrift to this o£Bce ; they are fmoers, f«i» 
fible that h was impoffible for thena to iiear God fpeak t» 
them imraftdiately, and yet live; which put them upon, 
that dcfire exprefltfd in the 16th verfe of this chapter i 
'* Let me not hear again the votce of the Lord my God t 
jicilher let me fee this great fire any mote, that I die not." 
(6.) We moreover fee God't defign in appointing Chrift «- 
Prophet, even a compliance with the defiresandneceflittet. 
of convinced /Inners. This appears plainly to be his defrgn^. 
if ye obferve the conneaion betwixt the 15th. and i6th 
rerfes of this chapter. The Lord paroniifcs, in the 15th' 
rerfe, Chrift to be a Prophet ; "and in the 16th he tcllsv 
that it was, according to their defires, in Horeb« (7.) We 
may further take notice of the qnalifications which 
they defire in this Prophet, and which Chriil according- 
ly 18 endued with ; and they are, that fae be one of tbera*^ 
felves, one who by his great nef&fiYonld not be a^error tO' 
them, and that he be faithful in declar'mg toTth^m alt 
that the Lord fhoi^ld acquaint him with. Thus i»efee ia 
fotnemeafurr, and hereaftei^ may fee more ftdly, of what 
ufe it is to fmneri, in order to tlieir belieTiJig on' Chrif!, 
f hat he be a Prophet. 

idly^ The Lord Jefus Chrift is " a Pried for ever af- 
ter the order of Melchifedec," PfisL cz. 4, God baring 
n^ade him fo by an oath. And in his difcharge of this of- 
£ce doth no fmall part of the coaceroment of awakened 

finnera 



MAN'i KZCQy^KY BY FAITH IN CHRIST. i$s 

fii^nert lie. It^is not my deiign af prefent to enter upon 
■ny Urg« difcourfe of this office of Chrifl;. I mud here 
take notice of, and opon up the nature of this office in 
ord^r to that end and fcope which we now drire at, the 
relief of Gonvineed iinners. I &aU not ftand upon a reel* 
tal of all the ads which do belong to this office, of which 
not a .few might be mentioned* There are two which 
defenre efpecial coniideration, his oblation^ and his inter* 
ceifion thereupon. The £rft is the foundation of the f«** 
cood. Nowy that ye may underfland what advantage flows 
from this office to the perfpns of wheqi we diicourfei i 
fluil a little enquire, who the perfon is to whom Chrilt of- 
fers facriice? who they are for whom be doth fo? who hm 
h that o0ers. facrilice, and )vhat that facrifice is that he 
oifers^ andt upon the whole^ it will appear of how great 
advantage this office is to (inners,. and how much he ia 
thereby Etted to^be the ob>e£l of finners' faith. 1 (ball on'-^ 
\j touch a( filch things heie as are indifpeniably needful 
inorder to lay a foundation for faith. 

1, As for the perfon to whom he oifers facrifice, and 
with whofs be intercedes^ no doubt it is God only i an^ 
that as he is juft, the (ui-^revenging God, who has dcclar* 
cd<r that he^^ will by no means clear the guilty;*' nay^ 
^^ that the foiil that fipneth ihall die." There was no 
place for facrifices before God was incenfed by iin* It had 
no place under the £rll covenant, wherein Adam was aU 
lowed to come into the prclence of God, without any in* 
terpofal en his behalf by any other. God being then well 
pleafed with hun^ he had acceptance with God, and by 
▼irtoe of his acceptance, bad a right to, and might afk 
and have whatever was needful for bis happiBefs. But, 
upon the epiry of iln into the world, God's favour waa 
tMrned kvto anger and indignation, againil finful man.. 
This cnts.hkn off from the expe^ation of advantage, by 
God ; nay more^ threatens him with Inevitable ruin an4 
deftrudion from him^ without the in terpofal offome ona 
or other as a Prieft, to appeafe the wrath of the itn*reveng<- 
ing God. Whence, 

2. It is eafy to underfland who the perfons are for 
whom he offers facriflce« They are (inner s, who are ob«> 
no^cious to the wrath of God upon the account of Sn^, 
wha not only are caft out of the favour of God, butr 
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moreover are lying open to theftroke of vhidi£tive jqC* 
ticc. And this, * 

3. Clears to us, who he is that xmift interpofe as- et 
Prieft. He ifiuft be one acceptable to God-: '* Such aiV 
High Pried (fays the apoftlc) became us, wha is hoi'*, 
harmlcis, onde^kd, and feparate from dinners,*' Hebi 
Tii. 26. One who> upon the account of his own fibs^ 
was obnoxious lo the jufb indignation of God^ could be of 
no life to finners in this mktter. Again> he wnft be one 
who was capable of being affeded with the feeHng of* oiir 
infirmities^ that he might have com paflion opon us ; and 
Upon ihis account it is that the apoftle fays^ Heb. ii. 17^ 
" That it behoved Chrift to be made Itkc unto his brc- 
thren, that he might be a meMifu^ and faithful High Prkft 
in things pertaining to God^ to make reconciliation for 
the fins of tlte people; for in that he himfelf hath fuf«^ 
fereJ, being tempted, he is abte to fticcour them that are 
tempted £*• For, as the apoftle has it, Hcb, iv. 15. " We 
have not an High Prieil which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmtties,^ but Was in all points tempted 
like 33 we are, yet wrthout iin.'^ In fipe, he mud be one 
called of God to this office ; for no man takes to himfeif 
this office, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.'^ 
All which qualifications are found in Chrifl, and- in hixfC 
only, " who is the Apoftle aad High Prieft of our pro- - 
fefHon.** 

4. We are to confider what that facrifice is, which 
Chrifl, as a Prieft, doth offer unto an incenfcd God for- 
iinners. That he ftiould have fomething to offer, is abfo- 
lutcly needful upon AXscount of the officer ** For every 
high-prieft is ordained to offer gifts and facrifices ; where^- 
fore it is of neceffity that this man hav« fcmewhat alfo to 
offer," Heb. viii. 3. What that facrJfice wa?, the fame 
apoftle tells, Heb. ix. 13. " For (faith he) if the blood 
of bulls and of goats, and tbeafhesof an heifer, fprink- 
lingthe unclean, fanftifieth to the purifying of the fleft, 
how much more fhall the blood of Chrift, who, through 
the eternal Spirit, offered himfelf without fpot to God, 
purge your confcicnces from dead works, to ferve the 
living God V* The facrifice he offers is himfelf. 

What has been faid of Chrift's prieftly office, I ihall 
brings hom^ ta tUc bufmcfs in hand) in the few following 
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{particulars. From «» hat has been faid, it appears, that 
the cafe betwixt God and fmful man ilands plainly thus. 
I.) man has finned, and thereby provoked God to wrath. 
z) Incenfcti jnftice lays hold of finftil man, takes him, 
icitd, like Ifaac, binds him, and lifts the* hand uith tbe^ 
kntfe in it, to" fetch a (Iroke down npon the ilnner^ (3.) In 
^ his cafe, no 'prayers, no tears of the finner, nay^ nor 
Any thing that the finncr can think upon, can avail r 
V Sacrifice and offering thou wOuidfl not,'* fays ohf 
Lord, Heb, x, 5. (4.) While things are in this defpe- 
ratc condition with the finoer, Chrift, being made a 
Pricft, as has been faid, by virtue of his office, fteps in^ 
and pleads for thefiuncr, and offers himfelf in theiinner'a 
room, to fuifer wlmt ju^ice was ready to have infiidted 
Upon the finncr. (5.) Ju (lice accepts of the facrifice of 
this Lamb of God's providing, and lets tbefinnergo, but 
flays the facrilice. (6.) This being done, God is appeaf-^ 
ed ; he has no more to charge the finner with, for the 
{aerifies has fuffered ; nay more, the lacrifice being of in- 
finitely more value than the finner, dotb deferve and pnr* 
ehafc a great many favours for him, all which this High 
Pried takes care to have beftowed on him i that is to 
fay, he intercedes for him, that he may lofe none of thefe 
•things Which Chrift has purcbafcd for him ; for bis inter- 
cefiJon- is nothing elfc^ but that care, if 1 may fo fpeak, 
which the Hig^i Pried of our profeffion takes, that aH 
thofc for whom he did offer hniifelf a facrifice obtain the 
advantage of that facrifice. And of how great ufe this 
office is -to fuch finners as are in the jailor's cafe, may ap-> 
pear in p^rt from what has already been difcourfed on this 
head, and, may more fully appear from what we fiiall af- 
terwards difcourfe on the fame. Now we come, 

^flf/y, To fpeak of Chrift's being a King. As he is by 
God appointed to be a Prophet and a Prieft, fb is he like- 
• wife to be a King : *' 1 havc(et my King upon my holy 
hill of -Zion,** Pfal. ii. 6. His profefTed adherence to 
thU, cod him his life* - This was his charge, that he made 
jiimfelf a King. 1 cannot ftandto fpeak of all ihcle things 
which do belong to Chrid's kingly ofiice. I Ihall only 
hint at a few things which are of efpecial ufe to our pre- 
fent purpofe. (i.) He has power and anthority, by vir- 
ile of this o£5c.e, tQ ena£l^ all fuch laws as isay contribute 
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to the good and advantage of hit faj^je^s. (z.) He has. 
power to reduce all fuch as do belong to his kingdom tQ>^ 
bts obedience : ^^ Thy people ihall be willing in the day 
of thy power,'* fays God to him, Pfal. ex. 3, Some- 
times the fubjeds of bis kingdom do rebel againd him 1, 
but he makes the ra. by his power willing to fubmit to him. 
(3.) He has power to protea his fubje^s ^gainfl all their, 
enemies; and hereupon it is that the church'^ coafideoco 
ia founded, Ifa. xxxiii. za. ^^ The Lore] is our Judger 
the Lord is ogir Lawgiver, the Lord is oiir King, he wili 
fave 01." (4.) He has power entirely to make a con^^ 
queft of all his enemies j for " he mufl reign till he hatH 
put all his enemies under his feet,'* j Cor. xv. 25. In 
finf, he has a power whereby he is able even to fubdue alt 
things to himfelf, " all power being given him in heaven 
and In earth ;'* aud being made ** head over all thijjga 
to the. church," he will take care to em.ploy and lay out 
all for the advantage, peace, reft, and ftabtlity, of hia 
church and people. But, leaving this, we proceed. 

Thirdly^ To give a further account of the Lord Jefua 
Chrifl, on whom finners are called to believe. Two thinga 
we havefaidof him i one, that he Is God in our nature^ 
the other that he is cloathed with a threefold office. We 
«dd, in the next place, as the confequenee of what h^^. 
been faid of him, that he js one in whom the convinced 
finnerwill find relief againft a threefold evil, under which 
he lies. There are three things which do exceedingly 
burden the confcience of a (i;iner in any good meafure 
awakened, ignorance, guilt, and the power of fm. i/?. He 
finds himfelf extremely ignorant, perfectly in the dark, as 
-to the mind and will of God. He knows not what han4 
he ihall turn to, what is fm, or what is duty^ whether 
he had beft lie ftill, or move out of his prefent (late ; or 
if he find it tulntng to lie fttll, he know^ not what courfe 
to betake himfelf to. Now, for this plague, which is 
one of the difmal confequences of man's apoftacy 
from God, there is relief in Chrift'^ prophetical office, by 
which he doth trauflate finners out of dajrknefs into his 
marvellous light. What before was hid from the eyes of 
all living, that he reveals to finners. That there were 
any thoughts ot mercy or grace lor finners in the heart of 
God,^. could never have been known by any^ badnot.Chrift 
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nveia^led it; for, *^ n« man hatli f&en Gad at anytime;' 
the only begotten Soti^ whic4i Vs in thebofom of the Fa- 
tfeff, he hath declared bim,'' Joho i. 18. zdiy^ Man is 
preffed down with gotlt, and it is onfy in Chrift'a prttrftly 
oiHce that theawaikened fmner can find relief against this; 
for there is na way of porgiug the confcienee from dead 
worica, but only bv tha application of the blaodof Chrift, 
wbo oifFered himfelf to God, through the eternal Spirit, 
for this very^nd. 3<5y> I» him there i* relief againft the 
}iow«r of fin, which is one part, and that no fmall part, 
of the mifery which man fell under by hie apoftacy from 
God, He 13 infuh^d over, and cnflaved by (in ; and there 
Jierer wa«, nor can there ever be any relief from him, but 
only in Chrift, who has a power whereby he is able to fub* 
doe all things to hirafe]f# He can ftrengthen the weak, 
and make the unwilling to be become willing, by a day of 
hh power, and torn the difobeilteot to tht wifdom of the 
j«ft« Moreover, • 

fyurthly^ The Lord Jeftis Cht4ft t* one ki mhovn the fin- 
8er finds a threefold tormenting fcrtiple fully fatisfied. - 
When the Lord opens tha finnar's eyes, and gives him a 
view of his condition, how matters ftand^ betwixt God and 
him, then there are three things which lie exceedingly 
heax'y upon the itm^T, ly?, Wliere fiiall I get one that 
has ability fufllcient to trndertake for me? The (inner fees ' 
jSb mnek needful to be done in order to hiS relief, that he 
can think of none in- heavefi or earth that Is able to ^relieve 
bim. > He is, as It were, laid in a grave that has a ftone 
rolled to the d^or ; and many a time is he forced to pat 
the=<fue(l1ofi5 Who will roil away the (lone? He fees 
mountains lying in the way, and cannot think of an arm- 
fnfScient to lift them. In Chrid only can he be fatts€ed« 
He it is wIyo is tl)e '^ mighty one, on whom the Lord has 
laid hel^,'* Pfal. Ixixxix. 19. one chofen out of the people 
for that very end, that he might be theffcrength of fuch 
as put their truft m him. He is the Lord Jehovah, in 
whom there is everlafli ng (Irength. zdfy, When the fm* 
ner hears of one that is able, this ^ves him no relief i 
for prefently another doubt perplexes him, and fills his 
fpul'with anxiety: Here indeed I fee ability fu^ciei't't ; 
Oh ! but I fear he has no mind to employ and lay ont his 
ability that way. This made many, in the days of Chrift's 

flcik, 
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fipihj when be lived upon earth, come to him -with ^Htftir- 
hearts full of feaf; they daubtcd he might not be willing 
to employ his {kill, to lay ont his ability for their help-* 
and relief. " If thou wilt,'* faid the leper, *^theucanft 
make me clean, Matth. viii. a.; ahd fo fays the ftaiier« 
Now, in jthe difcovery of Ch^^ift that i» here made, tre 
may fee an anfwer to this <loubt. As he-is the Lord, 
one ttiat has all powttr in heaven and earth; whence it is^ 
that he is mighty to fave ; fo he is Jefas,. one that is wtU 
ling, anddefigns to lay out and improve his abtricy tkat^ 
way. But here, g^/Zy, Another doubt may Rare the fmner 
bfoad in th^ face: There is perhaps wanting a commiflion^ 
for the work : the Lord Jefus Chrift wants neither pow«r. 
nor will; but I much quetlion the Father's williugnefs.. 
This many times (licks long witludidre (Ted dinners. But in. 
this perfon there is an anfwer to this as well as tke form^- 
er: He isChrld, him hath God the Father fealed^ anoint-* 
ed, and fcC apart for that rery work*. ^He it is that hathi 
ezaltej him to be a Saviour, and put power- in his hand 
f(>r completing' his work, and faving to the utmoft all thafe 
come to God through him* 

Fifthly^ Chrifl:, as cloathed with bts threefold office, is 
able to remove a threefold obftra£tioa that dood in tbr 
way of the llaner's falvation and bappinefs, ari/ing from 
the nature of God. - V?, Juftice had a plea againfl the fiii* 
ner, and ftoqd betwix^t him and falration. . The feiit«nee 
of judice is, that he who doth fin is- Worthy of death* 
Well, the (inner that believes; in 'Ghr id. anfwers, I Ami 
Jea^d, I fu£F«red in Chrifl. zdlyy Holiness fays, Nothing, 
fhall approach it that is impure* WcUt Cht'id fays, !• 
have pawcr to purge them from their filth by the fpirit ofc. 
judgment and of burning, ^dty^ But then the di^cu^liy 
remains,, as to the difcovery of this to Iht fiivner* If God: 
iliould call Mm to bleiTednefs, he cQUld notb^ar it: but 
here Chrift undertakes to be the meffenger to impart the 
welcpme new^, that all thefe rubs are out of the w«y» 
Thefe things l.ooiy nam^i becaufe I have hinted aft thei» 
abready : and hereafter, if the Lord give life and ftrengtb^ • 
1 may have occafion to treat them more accurately and 
dtftinaiy. At prcfeut, we defign rather foundnefs than 
•ecuracy, rather fatisfaSion to the diflrcffed, than plea- • 

fure to thie curiou;» inc^^uircir.. 

Sixthly;^. 
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^ Sixthly^ Chrift is one who h able to do the finner a 
threefold kindnefs with refped to his fpiritual adverfa- 
rics. Three thingsf they do againft the finner. i/?,'They 
charge hitn with things that he cannot deny. 2<//y, They 
lay deep contrivances again(l him that he cannot difeover* 
3rffy, They fall upon him with a force that he is not 
able to refii^, and thereby endeavour his ruit). As fot 
thefirftj ChriA puts an anfwer in the finner's mouth to aii 
Satan's charges -againit him. ^s to the fecondy he gives 
liim wifdom to efcape his fnares, to know the depths of 
Satan* And as to the lafty he furnitbes bini witii pow- 
er, whereby he is made more than a conqueror over ail 
erteniies that pat themfelves in his way. 

Sgventhiyj That there may be nothing wanting, this 
Lord Jefus (Msrift is one who can fatisfy the mind^ the 
confcience, and heart of iinful man. He fiI^9 the mind 
with light 9 he pacifies the confcience, and fliHs its dtf* 
•rders ; and prefents to the will a fuitable objedi. He as 
a Prophet opens blind eyes, and enlightens a dark mind $ 
fts.a Prieft, he flops thennoiith of adifturbcd and diilurb- 
iflg confcience.^ and as a King, he beflows upon man what 
is fuiScient to content his heart, even himfelf, and all 
things elfe. - - 

. Eighthly y To conclude all, he is one -offered in thcgofJ 
pel for all thefe glorious ends to all who need him. He 
has bid all that are weary and he^ivy laden come to him^ 
aM has promifed them welcome. He is one whom God 
bat in the everlafting gofpel propofed as the obje£l olT 
faith, on whom iinners are allowed, warranted, nay, com- 
manded to believe, in order to'^their falvation. Thefe 
things we fliall not any further iniifl: on at prefent. I 
cosde now^ 

III, To mention and open trp thefe fcripture-expreflions,' 
whercfbylhis duty of believing is held forth, and that art 
of the fame import with that in the te^t. This is a duty 
whereupon falvation and damnation do depend ; therefore 
the Lord hastaicen great eare to make its nature plaint 
and becaufe fincers are of many different forts, and have 
different ways of taking up their condition, the Lord has 
CKprefTed it fo many ways, that every one may fee that 
the duty is fuitable to their circum (lances, and expreffed 
JA a ^NBy that is adapted to their capacity* TbFs int][uiry 

w« 
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wcarenoW'to enter upooii mAj b» of great uie; tMt€^ 
fore we (hall infiH: at the more length u^n it. Soinea#« 
igtiOt%Bt of the nature q£ faith, know not what It is. 
This en<{uiry .is like co lead them into an undcrflandriTg of 
thatduty^ which is the foundation of all others^ witit« 
out which they figflify nothing in order to the falvatiot^ 
•of fuch as perform them. Othera biow what faith is, 
but are not confirmed in their apprefaenfions of its na- 
ture) and therefore may be eafily induced to think tiiem« 
felves in a niillake. To fuch it wiU be of notable tifte 
to underdaud^ that the thoughts' of its nature lean upon 
the plain meaning of fb many fcriptnre^expreffions. la 
fine, this inquiry is like to Wing doMcn the thing to the 
capacity of every one of you wbo will give heed^ fince 
fuoh as cannot take it up under one notion may undcl 
aivother. And I might add, that it may be of ufe to 
confirm fuch as have £iith, that it is fa, and to con« 
vince them who want it, that they doib. And, to con-^ 
elude ali^ it will give light to the next general head^ 
and eonl&rm the defcription we dedgn ta give of it*' 
Thefe things have induced me, not only to enquire into 
this feveral ex prefHons whereby the fori pt ur es ho4d forth 
this duty, but to in (if): upon them at fomewliat more 
length' -than we are wdnt' to ufe lipon fuch occaHons. 
Tiyis .being premiftod for fliewbigtbie ufe of this inquiry^, 
j^c come now to enter upon it^ 

Firft^ Then, to bcUcve on the Lord Jefus Chrifl:, ii 
^ to look unto liim," Ifa. xlv. 2Z. ^ Look unto iiie| 
j|nd be ye faved, all the ends of the eartli ; for I am 
Godf and ther^ Is none elfe." And to the fame pop* 
pofe.is that of t^ie apofllei Hcb. xiL i. .8. *' Wherefore' 
feeing we alfo are co'mpafTed about with fo great a cioud> 
of w^itnofPesy let us lay ifide cipery' weighty and the fin 
wbiah doth fo eefily befet us > and let us run with pa«f - 
timce the race th^t is fet before ut, looking onto Jefus, 
tAe author and finifher of our £iith." I conceiv^e that 
the Spirit of God in this expreifion alludes to the brazen^ 
ferpenl fet up in the wildcrneiis. The children of Ifraei 
finned againfl the Lord t therefore he fent fiery ferpentSy 
which flung them, and many died of their wounds. The • 
Lord, in bis pity, notwithflaoding the dtfbonour they 
bad done to bim^ was pleafed to ord&ia theeeeftion of a' 

brazen 
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^fazen ferpent upon a pole, that whoever was flung 
.might look to it) and be iaved from death. Jud fo all 
men are Aune by fin^ and all men had died of the wound 
had not^God been pleafed to fet up Jefus ChrKl, and given 
command, that all who feel the fmart of fin fliould look 
unto him and be faved. In this exprelfion we may fee 
Vrbat Is the nature of faiths i/?, We fee who it is that 
l>elieve : jt i^.oire that is (lung, a (inner that is fenfibls 
of the fmart of (in. Such, and fuch only, will believe, 
^he whole Ifraelites^ fuch as were not touched, or fuch as 
were not (ei>rible that they were touched and (lung by the 
iterpents, would not look to the brazen ftrpent : they had 
jio budnefs to do with it; it was none of their concern- 
ment ; it had no ufe to thtfm. Jud fo is it with whole 
fuiqers, that were never pained at the liearr for fin ; they 
fee no occafion for Chrid, and cannot underdand of wh^t 
life be is, zdly^ Wcfee here what it is that gives rife to 
faith ,; it^ is a fmarting fenfe of prefent pain and future 
<^anger. The nven that were dung found themfelves ill^ 
and faw ground to dread th«y might be worfc^ (ince the 
ding was mortal ; this made them look. And this makes 
iinners iook to Jefus Chrid $ they find the poilon of (in 
^Iready tormenting tliem, and they fee that thi^ h but 
t^he begijiniiig of forrows, the didemper being mortal, 
^thlyy Here we fee w^t it is to. which the fmner looks 1. 
St is unto Jefus, and* that as he is God^ and a God Iayin^\ 
out himfelf for the falvation of iinncrs* It.is.Godf and 
none elfe, that mud £ave finners, if they be faved* 4^^./y,{ 
tVe may here fee furthtr, how the finner looks to him, 
and what l>e looks at in him; which is, that h« is the 
ordinance of God ^s appointment for his falvation, and 
propofed as fuch. Moreover, 5thlyj Here we fee what 
/aith itfelf is; for this expreiGon of it, ^' looking to 
]{efus," plainly katports, (i.)Thal the perfon is convinced 
of the fufickency of tha^ remedy that God has appointed... 
(a.) Expeflation of relief from ft. And, (3.) The heart's 
red in^jg- here, and tru^ing to it for heding, without be« 
taking itfelf to any other thing, fi'om a convi£tion of 
its own need on the one tiaiid, and of the fuificieocy of 
tjiis relief on the other. 

. SecMidly^ To believe on Jefus Chrid, is ^^ to conie to 
iunni" So faith i« ezpre/Ted, bath in the Old and in the 

Rr New 
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New Tettamcnt. In iliac forecited 45th of Kaiafl, w^ 
6nd that the Lord prclTts his people to believe, under thv 
DOlion of looking to bini, in vtr, 12,. and we lind, that^ 
in the toUowing verfi., lie promifes ihat they fliall obty 
thia comniand, that they ihnW believe; atid then he ex- 
pre/Tei faith byeoming; " Snrely Ihall one fay, in the 
Lord hav( I righteoufiieh and ftrengih j even to him fliall 
men come; and all that are incenfed againft him Ihall be 
alliamed. In the Lord fliall all the feed of Urael be jull:i> 
lied, and fhatl plory." The fame duty we find cxprefied 
by the prophet Jeremiah, in the fame manner : "Returoj 
(fjyjtheLorJ), ye backniding children, and 1 wilt heal 
your backflidings," Jtr. i:l. Ij. To whith they anTwer^ 
*' Behold we come unto thee j for ihou art the Lord onr 
God," And what tluir errand is, the promife God makes' 
ill the beginning of the verfc, and the profelJion tbejr 
v\ikt in the fullowing, plainly enough iDfinnates, it is 
to get healing to their backflidings i and it is to get 
■that falvacion from liiin which they had in vain looked' 
for from the hills and multitude of mountain). And' 
filth is frequently held forth by thi* fame eTpreffon ia 
theNewTeftainent alfo, John vi. 35. 37. "All that the 
father givcth me Ihall come to me ; and him that cometb 
to me I will in no wife calt out. He that cometh to 
me Ihall never hunger; and he that believeth on me 
Jhall never tliirft." And he complains, John v. 40. 
that they "would not come to hlni that they might have- 
life." Now the S|)irit of God, wpreffing fa'rth thus, 
gives ui to underftand, ifi. What the flate of perfona 
is before they do believe: They are at a diltence from' 
God, like the prodigal In a far country, not near bis 
father's houfe, where he fnftains ma 
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(odi the pr.efent fmarc and paiP, and knows he 
more, if bt gels not a fiipply. The ftarvir 
v(ns hungry, and would hare been glad of ■ 
allowance } but he could not liave it in lb. 
place where he was. J.ift fo is it with (in 
at a dirt^nce from Chrilt ; when the Lord 
eyes, to fee wiiat their condition is, a prefe 
want following tberenjion, li as it were, 
of their motion toward the Lord JefHs Chril 
IpOrd's part, that which oceafions, nay caufes 
ising, is his calling them, and his drawing 
calls tnem to come unto him. Math. xi. 28. 
itniomeallye that labour, and are heavy la< 
will give, you reft." And he powerfully dra' 
him ; for no man ean •pme, except he be draa 
fare we find the Lord prouilnng peremptorily i 
iif>w ijuoied fcripcure, Ifa-xlv. 24. (hat " unt 
men come," (3.) We fee lo whom a iJLiner 
ffith i.il is, lo the Lord Jefne Chtift, inwhi 
righteoufnels and ftreneth to be had, which ii 
glorif>;ing to poor fiunerj. (4.) We fee what 1 
ilfelf is ; it is the fame with believing on him. 
Tbjs way- of exprefTing faith imports, that 
defpain of being relieved where he is. If tt 
could have been lupplied where he was, he 
have com* home: fo neither wciuld Tinners. | 
ports a perfiiafion, not only of Chrift's fiifficien 
willingnefs ; or, at lealV, that he is not un« 
we (hould be bettered by his fufGcieticy, and hs 
far our wants, according the riches of hia glo 
imports the foul's rejefiion of all other things 
any appearance of relief in ihem ; for when 
one, we go from all the reft. [4.] It imports 
tjon of relief fr<Mn him; this holds ihe foul XH' 
without this it cpnld not move. In fine, the wl 
inatC^r of deliberation.after felt infufliciency in 01 
the fonj comes to and acqniefces in Chrifl: for fi 
Thirdly, To believe on Chrift, is, " to flee, 
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folation of fuch as have ^^ ded for refugei to lajr holcl on 
the hopefct before their.'* 

This ex predion takes in all that is in the former $ for 
coming is included in flying and running, yet the exjiref^ 
lions of running and fiying imports fomethiug more, viz* 
the finiier's being exceedingly moved by a fight of his 
danger, and his extraordinary earncdnefs to be out of 
harm's way. The awakened ^nner is like the man-flayer 
of old: he was fafe no where but in the city of refuge ; 
therefore he run thither. He was obnoxious to juAice^ 
the avenger of blood had a commiflion to kill any mnrder^ 
er he found out of this city. So is it with finners) they 
are in continual hazard of their life. Jnflice has a pleA 
againfl them, and purfues them. Death is, as it were^ the 
Icrjeant that clofcly follows the guilty ; and if it over- 
take them before they get into the city of refugfy then 
they are gone ; it will kill them doubly, it will put an 
end to their prefeut life, and prove the beginning of eter- 
nal mifery to them : *' How excellent," fays the Pfalmi(i9 
** is thy loving-kindnefs, O God I therefore the children 
of men put their truft under the fhadow of tliy wings,** 
Pfal* xxxvi. 7. It is the excellency of God's loving-kind- 
nefs, as revealed to finners in Chriftjefus, that.engagta 
fniners to betake themfelves to him, and truft under the 
ibadow of his wkigs ; as the purfued birds are wont to be.^' 
take themfelves to the dam, and there to fbelter them- 
ielves. 

Fourthly^ To believe is to *^ roll over otir burden upon 
the Lord Jefus Chrift," Pfal. xxii. B. The word that fs 
there rendered trufled^ in the firft language fignifies r^^/Z/nf 
9ver, He trujled in the Lord^ that is, he roUed himfelfover- 
upon the Lord, Hence it is that we find our Lord inviting 
fuch as are weary and heavy laden to come to him^ that 
they may find reft to their fouls. Sin is one of the hcavi- 
cft of burdens; man would- fink under it quite. Every 
ane that feels the weight of their fins, will with the Pfalm- 
ift own, that they are too heavy for them to bear. **Mino 
iniquities," fays he,' "are gone over mine head j as sLa 
heavy burden, they arc too heavy for me," Pfal. xxxix. 4. 
They proved a burden fo heavy to the angels that finned, 
that it's weight funk them into the boitomlefs pit. They 
are at this day fo heavy^ that tlie whole creatiioid groant 

under 
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i»^der the pre/Ture and weight of tham^ Koni. vii 
who have the Erfl frulta of the Spiitt, and fo 
were, the heavieft end of the burden taken oi 
do groan, being burdened, % Cor* v. 4* The 
o^ (in, though its guilt be taken away, is fuch 
the faints 6nd it hard to bear, in every on^ 
might take notice of all the partrcalars for 
in the two fcrtpture-exprelHon* which we 
on ; but tt is neediefs to repeat the fame thii 
over. 

Fifthly^ To belicTe on the Lord Jefus C 

•^ put on the Lord Jefus,*' Rom. xiiu 14. * 

f he Lord Jcfus.** Man by nature is, like Ad 

^ and though he endeavour to cover himfelf 1 

aprons of his own framing, it will not ferve 

will not hide hU nakednefs, nor will it prefer 

the (lorms of wrath, that are the necelfarj 

of (iB. No robe can cover him, but that of 

puted righteoufnefs ; and to believe is to put < 

righteoufnefs. Now, here we fee, (i.) What 

without Chrift ist he has no ornament, the 

Bakednefs is feen, and he 13 expofed to (tormi 

we fee what is that cloathing that iinners betal< 

to : it is Chrift ; they come to him for white 1 

18 for beauty and glory, and covering their fii 

itt wherein tlie nature of faith lies ; and wc 

up in three things. \ji^ The iinnar fee& in 

k fufScient for ornament,^ for hiding of hi; 

arid preferving from the injury of the ftort 

l^eing conTinced of his need, puts Chrifl at 

betwixt him and fpe£tators, that when they ] 

he is not feen,. but only Chrift. His defcrn: 

Bnder Chrift's beauty and glory* £3.] The 

here ; he thinks of no other covering or orn^a 

Sixthly^ To believe on Chrift, is ^ to r 

John i. 2* '^ To as many as received him, to 

power to become the fens of God, even to t 

lieve on his narac.** And elfe where it is exf 

Oame manner ; only the obje£l i» varied, f 

- believe are faid to receive remiflion of fnis, 

^nd to receive the atonement, Ilom» v. 11. ] 

again underftand foraething of the nature 

R'3t 
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here we fee, (i,.) Who he is that believes: He iaonctl^iifc 
wants Chrift ; he isx one that wants righteoufnefs ; odol 
that is condemned to die, and wants a pardon. (2.) Wcl. 
fee what it is that /a'lth eyes, that the fenHble finiier re-^ 
ceivcs ; it is Chrift, and all with him^ as offered to him j 
for as he is faid to receive Chrift, fo is he faid to receive 
remiffion of fins, &c. : and it is moft certain^ that none can 
{(rparate Chrift and his benefits; he that takes one takes^ 
all. (3) We fee what faixh is; it \s the acceptajtion of 
what is offered, for the ends for which it is offered. Chrift. 
and all his purchafe is iTiade offer of to fuiners, and 
that freely ; and they accept of the offer, and reccivfr 
kiai« 

Seventhly >^ To believe on the Lord Jefas, is <^ to lean. 
upon him," to " ftay oiirfelves upon him." *^ Who is this, 
that Cometh up from the wildernefs leaning upon her be- 
loved?" Cant. viii. 5. that is, believing' on her beloved. 
And in the like manner doth the prophet Ifaiah exprefs. 
himfetf, Ifa. 1. K>. ^^ Who is among you that feareth the 
JLurd,. that ob:ryelh the voice ot his fervant, that walketlt 
in darknefs and hath no light? Let him tnift in the name 
of the Lord,, and ftay upon, his God." Mow^ here we? 
again may fee what the fin nets ftate is, before he doth be^^ 
lievei he is in a tottering condition ; he is not able to* 
ftand under the weight of that b*irden he has upon him.. 
He is not able to abide the fliock of the ftorm that is blow-^ 
ing againft him;: if he get not fomething to lean to, he 
muft fall; and if he fall, he is crufhed entirely ; for li« 
ftmds upon the brink of the pit, and if he fails, he fails 
into that pit whence thtre is no redemption* If he mifsa 
ftep, and plunge into the pit,, there is no ftepping up 
theace again i. this he fees to be. his cafe ; he is fenftble of 
his danger, and fees Chrift able to fupport hira, to efta* 
blifh him; therefore he leans to him ; he expefts to be 
-able to ftaud tlie ihock of all the ftorms that can blow a* 
gainft him in his dfpendcnce on him. 

Eighthly^ To btlieve on Chii4l:, is '* to lay hold oa 
him, ro t.jke hold ot' his ftrength." '^ Let him take hold 
of my ftrength, (f y the Lord), that he may make peace 
with me, ani lie fliall mak:* peace with me," Ifa. xxvii. 5. 
Audit IS called a taking hold of God's covenant, lir.. Ivi. 
4. Aad ia thje Nqvy Teftameot it is called an apprehend- 
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ing of Chrlft^ Phil. iii. iz. ** Not as thoii) 
ready attained, either were already perfe^ ; I 
after, If that 1 may apprehend that for which I 
prchended of Chrift Jefiis*" And, Heb. vi. i 
ied " a laying hold on the hope fet before iis. 
ncr is like to Cmk ; and feeing Chrifl: by him, 
hold of him, to keep him from finking. We 
tiply other expreflions of faith, fuch as (Jea) 
Lord, opening to Chrifl, fubmitting to the r 
of God, 2 Kings viii, 5, Deut. iv. 4. Th< 
not defigning a full enumeration, but what 
foundation for the following inquiry, and 
the meaning of this word ufed in the text. 
Havre infifted in Ihewing ihefe three or four lal 
to be comprehenfivc of all tt>e particulars n( 
two or three firft exprelEons : but what is o 
not be rhfifted upon. We (liall therefore wat 
eation of any more texts 10 this purpofe,, anc 

IV. To inquire what is implied in this di 
in the text, Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrifl, 
ty will be eafy, after fuch a foundation has 
the preceding. Believing on the Lord Jefus 
plies, then, 

Firfly A fenfe of fin and mifery. This is pi 
the expre/Tions whereby the Spirit of God e!fe 
forth this duty. There is not one of them bi 
tt an indication of this. The Hiung Ifraeiil 
of his finart and danger, before he looks to 
ferpent. The prodigal knows his want, befc 
pf coming to hisL fat liar's houfe. The man-f] 
ftands his fin andd'aiger, before he flees to 
refuge. The burdeiijfd fmner is fenfible ©f tl 
£n, before he roll it^^ver u pen another: and 
be faid of all the ref^ of the exprelSons mentio 
on, receiving, leift^ng to, laying hold of, < 
cleaving to the|pp«l Jefus Chrifl. AU of 
intimate this, 'that a [r^nfe of fin and danger i: 
work of this dtfty, ueceffarily prefuppofed to, 
in it. And, moreover, we may not only 
that thelcrife of fin and mifery is implied in t 
^Ifo what fort of a fenfe of thcfe it is^ which 
4^4 which is. implied. Afld;^ . , \ \ 
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I. By tbefeexpreffions we ibajt fee, that it is 9 diftinft 
arid particular knowledge of our fill and miferj. 

The fmner betakes himfelf to Chrift by faith| knoivs his, 
fore, underftands well the evil he labours under. It is 
not a confufed and general apprebenfion of danger, foch 
as perfoDs who are nielaocholy fometimcs fall under^ 
witliout underlhinding what it is, or whence it flows; 
but they can tell diftindlf what it is that patns them. The 
flung man knows where he ts wounded. The prodigal 
can tell what he wants. The man-flayer can tell why he 
makes luch hide to the city of refugf. The burdened 
finner can tell, that it is a load upon him, under the. 
weight of which he is like to be cniih<rd, that makes him 
£ee to one that has ihoulders able to carry it. 

2. This fenfe of fin and mifery, as it is diftinfl, fo it i» 
deep. A great many of thofe who live under the gofpel,. 
and are farniOied with ai>y tolerable mealure of 'knowl* 
cdge^ it may be, can tell pretty d'lftindly their fin and 
danger, and, and it may be, know likewiie many particu- 
lar Gns they are guiltf of: yet their fenfc, however dif- 
tin£t, is not deep. But fuch as do believe have a deep* 
fenfe of fin and mifery* It is fuch a fenfe as is fixed, and 
has rooting in the mind ; it engroftes the thoughts, and 
^lls the miiid with apprehenflomi about the fouPs (late 
and condition. And, moreover, it doth not hold here,, 
but finks down upon the heart, and takes hold oftheaf-. 
feaions, and fills ihem likewife. Fear, grief, hatred, and 
revenge, take their turns in the foul ;. grief for the of-- 
fence done to God ; fear for the confcquence of it, with 
refpeft to ourfelve« > hatred a gain ft fin, and fclf-revcnge,, 
becaufe of our folly in bringing on the guilt of fo much 
fin upon ourfelvcs. Many in ilie vifibk church who wilt 
pretend they are fenfibleof fin, have never, it may be, x^ 
this day been affected with it ; never had any grief, or 
fear, any hatred or revenge againft it, and themfelves oa 
its account. Such perfons,. pretend What they will, are 
indeed ftrangers to faith, and one day will be found fo.. 
The man that flees for his life to the city of refuge, not 
only knows what he has done, and what fin deferves, but 
moreover has a deep impreflion. of botli« What do ye 
think was it that bufied the roan's thoughts, when fieeing^ 
to the city of refug.e } Cettalnly his pa aiui danger were 
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tlie things that ftuck with him, and afFe^ed hi 
fear, which made him flee amain to the city 
and the like might be faid with refpcdt to tf: 
pieiRont of faith. 

3. This fenfe of fin and mifery is a prcllin 
fk)nofboth; and this lies in two things. ( 
Ms prefent flate and condition intolerable ; 
makes a chri/tlefs flate utterly intolerable, 
eafy, it cannot be endured. ' It is not like tha 
which moft part have, and have no more, 
them to live contearedly all their days In the 
out Chrift, Who of you will not pretend to 
fki ? and yet, who of you doth not find it ar 
t^ live in that condition ? I appeal to your 
who pretend to be fenfibieof fin, whether on 
live contentedly all your days in your prefer 
]febut corn, and wine, and oil> ail the neci 
prefent life ? I am fure moil of you cannot bli 
ye would and could do fo ;' ye could eallly di 
get rid of difturbance from that, if things in a 
well with you. A fad and furc fyraptom is tl 
tderto ye are notYenfible of fiUf and therefoi 
I5eve. (a.) It prompts to diligent endeavo 
Tation, as abfolutely neceiTary* The fenfib 
Ire cannot refl and iacquiefce with fatisfadic 
flint condition, fo it makes him reitlefs in 1 
relief; 

All thefe things appear fo plain from w 
inerljr been difconrred]! in the explication of 
fcripture-c;cpreffions which point forth this < 
is^necdlcfs to infift upon the proof of them 1 
tares. And indeed, though the tedimonies 
not given fuch pregnant proof of this, the 1 
thing itfcif will difcover it to be indifpenfa 
tq^faith, that there be a diftin^, deep, and 
of fin. ror,(i.) Where there is only a coi 
henffon of danger^ or indiilin£^ notion of it, 
and didurbs the Hntier, and puts him perfe^l 
to judge of the fuitablenefs of any relief that 
him. He knows not where the fore hi and 
neithei''kn6w what would be ufeful, nor wber 
(z'.} If impredlous of fin and danger be* not 
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mount to no more thaa Tome notions floating in thebrtin^* 
every thing will carry the mind olT from the gofpel-relief^* 
and take it to other thinge. Unlcfs the afTedtions be fome*. 
way or other engagedi we feldom do any thing to purpofe^ 
in any biifinefi, la tine, a man that feels Come pain, and 
fears fonie dinger^ may defer and negIcA his going to the" 
phyfician; but one that is under intolerable pain, juuft 
take fomc one way or otl>er for his relief, and will flick* 
at nothing, if he may obtain it. It is much the fame with- 
thefe finners, who have fome fenfe of fin, but are Arang-^ 
crs to this dillinct, deep, and predingapprehenHon of their > 
fin and mifery, which faith comprehends andimpliesln its-. 
nature^ as it is with one who has fome fore in his leg: Ue- 
knows where the pain is, he feels fome fmart of the pain ^ 
bTit it is not fuch a (mart as difables him entirely f'rom< 
walking or converfing with others: he goes indeed unea- 
fily with it; ay, but he goes dill, and, it may be^ fometimes.* 
he gets rid of the tnouglits of it, and therefore can make 
a Ihift to live in that condition*. If one tell him, that it 
will turn to a gangrene, and prove mortal ; he flattera* 
hniifelf, that pofTibly it may care of its own accord, orb/, 
the nfe of fome domedic remedies; and therefore he will- 
rather flay flili in that condition, than go to a phyficiaa 
who cures by cutting oiF. Tufl fo it is with half-awakeo-^ 
ed finners: they never come the length of believing, bc*^ 
c^ufc their fenfe of their fin is not fo deep as to make them > 
in carneft think of the phyfician. They hope to get their r 
wound, cured at home, by feme eafier rcme,dy than the cut- 
ting off the right hand or foot, and plucking out the ey««.> 
Bjit where the fenfe Juft npw fp^ken ,df Is found, fuch aa- 
one will be fatisfied with none of thofc things. This fenfe 
is not only prefyj>pofcd to faitb*s firfl aftiug^; but, more- . 
over it continues in fome me^fure in the foul as long as we . 
live hereby faith ; and is the fpring ofall the after aOings ; 
of faith. But pafEng this, this believing implies, 

Secondlyy Some knowledge of Jcfus Chrifl. Hence ft 
h, that we £nd faith called knowledge by the prophet, Ifa. ' 
liil. II. *^ He fhall fee of the travail of his foul, and ihall 
be fatisfied. By his knowledge fball my righteous fervant 
juflify many; for he (hall bear their iniquities." By his -. 
knowledge, that is, by faith in him, fhall ray rightcoys 
fervant juflify many ; now this knowledge \% evidently re* 

• ^uifitta ' 




tJSAW^ RECOVERY BY FAITH IN CHRlST. fits 

^uifile. From all that formerly has been hiiiteJy in the 
opening up of the fcripttires we infiiled on, not one of 
them but f peaks thU ne'cdful. And here there muft three 
things be known, in reference to Jcfus Chrift. 

1. The excellency of his perfon. This is that which 
faith fixes its eye upon firft. It is him we primarily receive; 
it is to him* we look, we flee, we run ; h is on him we 
lean, we ftay ourfclves, and roll Over our burdens ; there- 
fore his perfon mufl be known. We muft know that he is 
God and man in one perfon, •'Godmanifefted in tlieflclh.'* 
Now, that this knowledge of the perfon of Chrifl is a ne- 
ceflTary ingredient in faith, not only appears from the con, 
fideration jufl now laid down, but alfo from this, that o- 
therwife we can know nothing of his ufefulnefs to us, fince 
all that has its rife from the glorious conftitulion of his 
perfon, rs from this^ thai he is one able to fave loft iin- 
ners : thereforejof neceditv this mufl be known. 

2. Believing implies the knowledge of Chrift's fulnefs 
to fave. There is no faith without this. It is the know- 
ledge of fu-fficiency alone that can induce to reliance ; 
and if there be not in "Chrift a fulnefs of all thcfc things 
that are requifite in order to the effedhiating the falvation 
of Tinners^ then he is no meet, no fuitable perfon to te 
believed on: therefore of neceflity he mufl 'be known, as 
•* the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and of 
truth,'* And this, as was faid before, flows from the 
conftitution of his perfon, which therefore muft be known 
fn order to our acquaintance with this. " And the Word 
was made of flelh, and dwelt amongd us; afid we beheld 
hfs glory, the glory as of the bnly-begottcn of the Fa- 
ther, full of grace and orf truth." It is from the union 
of the two.natures into one, the Word's tabernacling in 
flefh, that this glorious fulnefs of grace atid of truth 
flows. 

3. Believing implies the knowledge of Chriffs fuitable* 
iiefs to the flnner's condition. There may be fulnefs and 
fufficiency where there is not fuitablenefs. The city of 
rtfuge, though iis^atcs had been fhut, and the ways to it 
impaflable, would yet have been fufEcient to have pre- 
ferved fuch as (hould get within it; but in this cafe, a 
.finn^r, the roan-flayer, could have no relief from it, 
;there being ^no-^ay of the communkation of that fulHci- 
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ency to liim, no way (or hira to have ihat feceritjf esmp 
municateJ tohim. Jult fo is it here, Chrift cioalhtd il> 
bmnaii nature itinitecd, and could not but have been fuS>~ 
cieiit to do all ih'at was requifite in order to our etern«t 
falvation i but in order to finnera' accepting of him, it 
muA be underftood, that there is a way of convcyancFj 
■whereby all tl.is fulnefs may be cslled ouri. We miift 
know liim, not only as full, but as he has alTumed the 
Merctfc of hit. three-fold olSce, whereby all the bene£tt 
be has purcbafed are made over unto us, and do in very 
deed become ours. Bui we proceed to a 

r^irrf thing implied in bejieviiig. Thtj duty not only 
'implica the fenfe of fin, and the knowledge of Chrift joft 
now inlifted upon, but moreover it irapltei fome know- 
ledge of llie gofpd-offcr of Chrift. This is ablblutely 
recelfary in order to our acceptance of Chrift. It wa» 
not enough to fet the inan-04yer a running to the city 
of refuge, that he Ituew there was a city thai had gates 
open, and was futficient to preferve him; but moreover 
he mvift know, tliat ii was defigned for that purpiofe, thai 
be had warrant to enter ir at thefe open gates, and fo ex- 
I>e£t protedion. And here there are two things muft ol 
neccflity be known. 

I. that Chrift and all his benefits are indeed offered Jif 
Ihegofpel to poor finners, and that freely. Hence it ia 
that ourCaiEchifm doth thus qualify the obje^ of favin^ 
faith, while it defcribesfailh inChriti tobe a faviag grace, 
whereby we receive and reft upon him as be is offered to ui 
in the gofpel. 

1, As we rauft kuow that he is offered to us,, f" ^a 
inuft iinderftand what the terms ore whereon he is olferedi 
That he is offered freely, doth not hinder his being offertti 
Upon terms. If one offers aHot her a fum of money, if ba 
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vf to thefe terras; and the knowledge of 
ceflarily implied in believing. We muft knc i 
thefe and no other terms may we be fav« I 
nsptlknow^ that all confidence in the fle{h 
be abandoned* There mafl be do expeftatio 
ralvation, from any external privilege^ or 
ance of duties. We ronft know, that our i 
and tears can be of no value in this matt( - 
muft know, that we are only to rejoice in ! 
What is here called rejoicing is clfc where cal i 
|hat *^ he that glorieth may glory in the . 
her,e it is oppofed to a having confidence 
which fiys plainly, that this rejoicing in C! i 
placing all our confidence and comfort ir 
fS*) ^« '""^ worlhip God in the fpirit, in 
of •tha.t fpHpit which Chrilt did purchafe for, 
on fuch as do believe on him. We muft fervi 
way of his own appointment. Upon thefe U i 
oHered in the gofpel ; and thefe muft be k 
knowledge of them is undoubtedly implied 
well as the knowledge of fin, and of Chrift, ' 
iiAed upon. This leads me to the 

Pourth thing implied in believing, and : 
heart's clofing with the gofpel -terms juft no i 
"J^his is the principal thing, without which : 
no faith, no believing) for, if we ihould fj 
this is faith, and ail the other things roentio ! 
pre-requifites; yet they are fucb as are no 
fuppofed to the firft adings of faith, but n: 
company it, in fome meafure, as long as it 
the foul ; that is, as long as believers are on e 
this acceptance of Chrift upoa the gofpel-te: 
.there things. , 

I* A renunciation of all other things. He 
believers are faid to have no confidence in th< 
by they have do expe^ation of relitrf from ii 
things corrupt nature is wont to incline t|i 
The fouPs motion to Jefus Ctiiift, is a roo^ 
other t2>iag4. The foul that rolls the weighf 
upon hin^ doth not lean to any thing befu 
the expreUions formerly opened up do futficie^ 
to u% that th)» renuauation of all confi( 
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things belongs to the nature of faith, and mud go to tT>e 
xondltutionof it; and thefamethe fcripture plain fj en ougli 
^•tcl&resi when it exprcfsly enjoins finners this as a part 
of iheir duty, or rather exprclTcs the whole of this dutjr 
by it: ** Afliur fliall not fave liS, we will not ride 
upon horfes, nor will we fay any more to the work •'f 
ourhnndsi Ye are our gods; in vain is falvation locked 
for from the hilla, and from the maltltude of moun- 
tains," {ays the returning church, Hof. xiv. 3. and Jer. 
lii. 23. And thcfe two texts are a good commentary 
upon that forecited «zpreflion of the apcflle, ^^ and hare 
no confidence in the flelh." To have no confidence in the 
fleOi, is to expfd no falvation from the hills and multi- 
tude of mountains, from Alhur^ from horfes, or th« work, 
of our own hands. 

But th«it I may be a little more particular^ faith or be- 
lievingf has in it an exprefs renunciationi (i.) Of otir 
owa wifdom. Carnal man is exceedingly inclined td 
trufl to bis own flefliy wifdom, which is enmity againfl God^ 
and to advance tbis as of ufe to direS him to true happi* 
ijefs* This was that which befooled the heathen worlds 
they tkoiight by their own wifdom to reach happineff^ 
to know God. But in the wifdom of God, ^< the worl4 
]3jr wifdom knew not God ;^' and the believer becomes a 
fool, that he may he wife, pcrfedtly renouncing his owq 
wifdom and fubfcribing bimfelf a fool, owning himfclf^ 
with wifeAgur, more brutiib than any man, (2.) Believing 
has in it a renunciation of our own ilrength and power« 
M»n is conceited exceedingly of his owa ability. As lorg 
as man has a leg cf his own to walk upon^ he is fure never 
to look near Chrift Jefus. But no fooner has be a mind for 
Chrift, but prcfently he confeiTcs his own impotcncy. 
\{ the man be ^able to Hand alone, what means he to lead 
.upon another? If he be able to bear his burden. What 
needs he roll it over upon another? (3.) Believing has 
in it a renunciation of man^s own righteoufnefs. Tho 
natural man goes about with the carnal Jews, who were 
*^ ignorant of the righteoufnefs of God, to eftablifh his 
4Dwn righttoufuefs, not fubmitting to the righteoufnefs of 
God.*' But the believer rejefl:s this, and owns "with tie' 
church, Ua. Ixiv. 6. ** We are as an unclean thing, and 
aU our righteoufnefs are as filthy rags.** Tbc beUcvier 
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i|J«s iiis righteoufiicfs all ragged. He fe€s here one duty- 
wanting, and there another entirely miffing, ix hich make) 
his righteoufnefs na better than a ragged coat, which is 
full of holes;, and he fees what remains to be all defied $ 
there is fome wanting, and what is not fbis filthy. The 
bcft fall fliort of, and are entirely deficient as to the prac- 
tice of fome duties; and filthinefs adheres and cleaves to 
what they do perform i therefore they renounce their 
own righteoufncfs, (4)^ Believing, or fauh in Ghrifl, 
renounces all foreign relief; I mean, relief from other 
things befides Chrift. It will not truft to privileges, to 
fauit«, to any creature* If any would entice believing 
i5nn«rs to follow any other, then faith anfwers the tempter 
as Peter did oar Lor4],,in an addrefs to Chrifl himCelf, 
** To whom fliall we go ? thou haft the words of eternal 
Jlfc,'* Now,, all thcfe are comprehended in that of the 
•poftle, ** having no eonfidcn^c in the flelh," And there- 
fore we find him rejefting his own wifdom, for the eyccl- 
Jicncy of the knowledge of CHrift Jefus ; reje^ing his 
own ftrengtb, for acquaintance with the power and effi- 
cacy of Chrift's death s renouncing hi* own rightcotif'- 
xiefp, that be might be found in Chrift ; and counting all 
tlie privileges^he had,, as one of Abr^iham's children, one 
in covenant with God^ one of the ftrifteft fe£t of the 
Jews, to be but lofs and dung, for an intertft in Chrift, 
SI. There is, in believing on Chrift, a confent of will 
to the terms ofthegofpel, as good and' deHrable. And 
who jan refufe this, fave fuch as are blind ? Tbe goK 
pel terms may be reduced, aa has been hinted juft now, to 
three, (i.) Seek rot fai vat ion from that wich cannot 
fave you, have no confid«n«e in the flclk. (z.) Take 
freely whatever ye need, Mred ye risliicoufnefs, cr need 
ye ftrength, or need ye wifji^ri^^ ^^^^'n'P^'i^" ^ -Ail 
thefe ye may bavefreel; ©f Cliraiy who is made of God 
to all them that believe, wifdonr,: ^^•bteoufnefs, fanflifi- 
cation, and redemption ; in whcm «1J believers have 
righteoofnefs and ftrength ; in whom all the feed of Ifraet, 
by this means, (hall be juftified and glorified. This is 
to rejoice in Chrift Jefus. (3.) Lay out and improve 
what.ye receive. Ye arc not bid fpin a web out of your 
own bowels; but ye are bid improve what is given to 
}K0U| ye are bid worlliip God ia fpirit ; ay, but it 
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Is by (he affidance and diredion of the Spirit tffat 
IS given freely. The will clofes with thefe terms ai g6bd 
and agreeable ; and who could refufeto do fo, wtre'tl'fer^ 
not in him the carnal miod that is enmity againft Gpif 
The world can conceive nothing more reafonable, rid 
terms more encouraging, favourable, and condefcending, 
than thefe ; therefore they are embraced as worthy of the 
love, go<^dnefs, mercy, and wifdom of God. ~ 

3. Hereon there enfues an acquiefcence and reft offou) 
In Chrift Jefus for falvation. The finner is no more tof^ 
fed in perplexing inquiries after a Saviour. Nov it iixds 
upon him, according to the propofal made of himfelf $ 
and ir will not look near any other thing. It'has tried 
them, and found no reft in them: Now it comes where it 
finds reft ; and therefore here the foul is in a bleffed com- 
fofure. It has confidtnce in Chrift Jefus, rcjoiceth ia 
him, and glories in him. If confcience challenge for fni^ 
it points it to Chrift Jefus, and lets It fee what he has 
done, and fecks no other anfwer to confciVnce, If the 
threats cf the lawfet themfelves againft the finner, he 
gets in lehind Chrift's righteoufiiefs to fcrcen him, and 
here he thinks himfelf fecurc ; therefore he will not be- 
take himfelf to any thing elfe. He refts in this as fafi^^ 
and feeks net any other thing to ILeher him from the 
wrath of God, to fit him for every good word and work. 
Thus we have opened up in fome meafure to you the na- 
tureof faith, fufficiently in order to our prefcnt dcfiga» 
We proceed now, 

V. To inquire what this falvation is, which a convin- 
ced finner, believing on the Lord Jefus Chrift, ftiall a/Tured- 
ly obtain. Upon the former vetfe, we did obfcrve, that 
this word is taken in a lax fenfe, not only for a deliver- 
ance from evils, but for a collation of good things ; that 
if, plainly, it takes in all that is requifite in order to reiii- 
ftate the finner in that happy condition whcfice Adam fcll> 
or even into a better ; fo that falvation and eternal life 
do not much differ. Now, here I fliall firft inquire, what 
falvation thus taken implits, and then name fome of 
its properties. 

As to the firfly falvation implies thefe three particulatf, 
to which all others may be eafily reduced. 

jfl. Deliverance from Wratli. Sin deferves wfath : 

the 
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tfie iinner fees it a>coming, and feels its 
makea him flee for refuge from the wrath to c 
it was with the jailor in the text : he was lik 
ing abroad, who feels the begisnings of a b 
and fees the clouds gathering^ which portei 
deluge ; and not being able to abide the very 
6f it, be timeoufly betakes himfelf to a co?e 
to feek ihelter from the (korvn.* So this awal 
feels fome of the drops^ as it were, of the wr 
rn his face already i and he knows he is not a 
iny more, and therefore erierout, What muf 
Javed^ Where (hall I get (helt^r I And here 
IS anfwered, Believe on the LotuVJtJusy and t 
Jjtved. He will fcreen thee from that Aorm of 
has begun to fall down with fo great violence, 
Zi//y^ It implies a title to life eternal.. The 
be happy,, and* how he fhall be. fo he cannot 
fears he may never attaiti to it, andthis pains 
loan was on a fair w«y to eternal life;, but ne 
out of it,, and never like to obtain it. This 
poor awakened man (hiver, and cry out, Wh 
to befaved^ Lcannot think of falling (hort oi 
.how ihall I come at it ? Believe on the Lord 
thou /halt befavedi There is theanfwer : thoi 
a title to eternal life } ^* for he that believetl 
that God hath given of his Son, pntteth to hi 
God is true.*' And this is the record that God 
of his Son, that '^' there is life eternal in him; 
^ he that hath the Son hath life,'* i John v. 
2,dfyi It implies a foH poflefliSon of this life t 
perfect deliverance :: Wiiat tnuft I do to be fc 
(ball I get out of harm's way, be meet for, am 
poflilTed of that ^^ inheritance that is incorr 
unde^led, a*nd fades ifot away ? Believe en the 
Chtift^ and tkxfujhali he [pvedi. Ye ihall be mai 
nay, put in actual poffefiSon of, this bleAitd I 
and fayed from all tbefe dangers that lie in ti 
. (hall be kept by the power of God through fati 
vatlon, and ihall receive the end of your faiil 
. fiiWation of your fouls," i Pet. i. 5. 9. ^ 
S^veu fome accounr^ in the general^ what iiij 
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to. give fojne account ofitr* 
[re further into its natnre*. 
\S^' ^ /\^ f^lration might be named, aii4 

>^dfu! weihould encjulrc intotheoir 
v^yfelf to name and in fid a little on ft. 
^onfiderablc properties of it. And, »^ 
/ fcUvatim* So the Spi ri t o f G od e x p re fe*- 
*). ii. 2, 3. *« If. the. word (poken by,.a»-> 
^faft, and every tranfgrcffion and difpbedienca 
,/uft recpmpence of reward, how (halLweefcapi- 
if we tK^4a fo gTcat» falvation, which at the. firft begaft 
to be fpoken by the Lorxl, and was confirmed nnto us by 
them that heard him." And indeed,, if we fhall take a 
view of it, we fliall find it defcrves the title or. charaflcr. 
given of it. It is called great falvation: and it is.fo, 

(1.) Iti regard of its contrivance^ It is not a thing that- 
falls put by chance, witbout any. pcojcfl^ forccaft,. or 
forethought ;. no, butit*is.one of the deep contrivances. 
/)f Heavei9. It is. the maflfr-piece of divine wifdom.^ 
There was much wlfdom in the contrivance, of the world,, 
much in the creation of roan, much appears in the "works 
of providence ; but. infinitely more in this.. The mani- 
fold wifdom of God is. to be fcen in the falvation^ of th« 
church,, Eph.iii. 10. wifdoro lies 10 pjopofing rights- 
ends to one'i felf in. acting,, and finding out and ufing- 
fuitablc means,. &nd ordering all tiie circumflances of 
a£lJon to the bed advantage. Now^ all thefe parts c^ 
wifdom are eminent in this falvation. Never was there a 
wore noble end than, what God had in the f«lvation of the 
church. .[ I,] What morefuitableto God than thathcfijould 
glorify his mercy, and grace, the only attriburcs which,, 
.before the fall of roan, had not. been glorified in any remark- 
able inftancc L God liad made his infioite wJfdom,. po-vy- 
cr, and.God-head,. legible in the creation of the world. 
His moral perfeftions were copied outin the fools of men, 
and in- the nat^ire- of angels. Thence one might learn, 
that God was glorious. in holinefs, goodnefs,^ boiinty^. 
juflice,. and all other moral perfe^liohs r but all the while 
there was no vefl;ige,.no footltep of mercy ;., nor could 
there be,, till once fin entered into the world. Vindic- 
tive juilice was eminent in the mlferable ftate of fallen ap- 
gels). who were juftly plunged into rcmcdilefs ruin and 

dcA.rudlion$ , 
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^)p{tri)£iion ; only mercy feemed veiled and I: 
vas noihing Wy which this darling atcribi 
kxiown, or God receiVe any glory oh the ac 
It was not feen in either the works of creatic 
4ence; nay, there feemed by the(e no room f\ 
upon fuppoHtion of the fall, where only then 
for ity the door feemed perfectly (hut againfl 
jince, by the peremptorinefs of the threatening 
<3ay thou eateO: thou (halt furely die." And 
Bad all the reafon in the world to believe it ! 
jiot only fcom the veracity of God, but fron 
laraentableproof ofGod'i holy feverity, tha 
an the ruin of the angeU that fihnedV [a.J 
*vorthy the great Lawgiver of the worlds tha 
appear to the conviftibn of all', that the la>s 
Cramed were exaQly fuited to the ends of 
the glory, the fafety, the comforlf and peaci 
jcas,, and the honour of the GoVernb.r } Thi 
if any othcr^ was worthy of God the Law 
"world ;. and this he had' irt view in the falv; 
church ; and this he obtains by this means. 

ence of the.Son. ofGod proclaims, that it is f 
to obey r the peace that his people, when re 

grace, do fTnd in obedience, proclaims it tht 

obey ; the pain they fuffer in the ways of fin 
'the calumnies call upon the wrys antl laws ci 

nably falfe. [3.3 "WHiat end more fnitable I 
'bad undertaken the prolcQion of his fnbjcdls, 
'queftioifeMy a part of a" governor's bufinc! \ 
/than to give an eminent proof ot his abilitie 

iDg the mofl: crafty and fubtle ptots, and I 
' f,reatfft force of his and his people's enemies ' 

done in a fignal manner, in the falvation o 

[4,] Wh^ more fuitabU end for him whoh 
'ring elements to manage, all the oppofite 

things to govern, and dir'e£t to one comn^ i 
* to give a proof of his wonderful Iklll in u 

ftemingly oppofltVand irrecgncilcable iiite \ 
. and mercy ? Never was there 'any end mor 
, fuitible, than that which God had in vic^ 

trivance of this falvation* He defigned to 1 
' difjeovcry he gave of his attributes, to hoi 1 
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to expofe tho folir ^^tid veaknefs of his f reat enemy, te 
fliow bisgloriQus wifdom tn c«iDpo(ing the greateft differ-^, 
ence, recoaciling the mod f<ftcmiDgIy crofs and irrctonci* 
leable iaterefts of jaftice and mercf . 

Thus we fee the end was wife : nor were the mians and* 
the timing of the meanS| lefs fo. Much of wirdom \f a€^ 
there laid out in fitting the pcrfon of the Redeemer, to^ 
open a door for the glorification of the grace, mercy, and! 
■loTe of God, to repair the honour of God^i law, and oi 
his authorit/, to baffie Satan's power and. policy, and to 
reconcile and amicably compofe tbeoppoUte interefis oi 
fpotlefs juftice a&d tender mercy. Much of wifdom fhines. 
in the timing of this difcovery, and in the application of 
it. Well might it be called manifold wifdom that ihines- 
herein. And judly may that falvation which is thut^ 
wifely contrived be called great, in refped of that wif^r- 
dom which did contrive it* 

(2.) Thia is indeed a great falvation, and cannot but^ 
be fo, if we conllder the autApr tfit^ God, the great God. 
He it is who contrived, and claims the honour of the ac*- 
compliihraent of this work of ihe falvation of the church., 
as his due t and this honour is given him cordially by sXh 
thofe who arc favcd. They find themfelves obliged to> 
own all other thmgs unable for contriving, or for e^' 
leAuating a work fo great as i& the falvation of finners*. 
^^ In vain is falvation looked for from the hills, and from 
the multitude of mountains ; in the Lord alone is the faW 
vation of bis. people,*' Jer. lit.. 23*. And this acknowI<^ 
edgement of the church is confonant to that declaration) 
which God gives, Ifa. xlv, 2i.-— ^* There ia no Godelle- 
faelide me,, a juil God and Saviour, there is none befide- 
ne." All the perfons of the glorioua Trinity have their 
diitin£t hand and concernment in this falvation. The firft^ 
propofal is owing to the love of the Father,, Ihe acconbr- 
ptiihment of it to^ the Son, and the application of it to tbt 
Spirit. Sore it mull be a great work indeed, a great faU^ 
▼ation, that bufied the t thoughts of /he bleiTed TrinitjT 
from all eternity, and employed,, if I may fo fpeak, their 
hands in time. And foe h it.the falvation we fpeak of. 

(3,) It is a great (alvatioo, if- we confider tii way tf' 
its acc0fnplijhmenty the means whereby it is brought about,, 
And thefcL were the Wonderfony. ^gr^al condtfccnfion of tiie 

SOQ) 
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Stti of' God, humbltng himfetf fo far, as 
kiAi •* the form of a fcrvatit,'* of finful man,*; 
y,- his intfxpfcffibly great fufTdrings in foulai 
the exceeding greatnefs of his mighty power^ 
theappltcsition of chefe great things which 
led, not with things of fo fmall a price, fo ii 
as filver or gold, or fuch corruptible drofs,J 
the precious blood df Chrift," 1 Pet. i. 18? 
(4.) It is great faivation, if we confider th 
itrpublicatiott, God himfelf brought the firft i 
j^dam, and did afterwards upon feveral ocd 
on the difcovcry, by adding to that firft rei^ 
giving new beams of light to it, as the vart«S| 
of the church did require, Heb. ii. i. '3. Bi^ 
h mofl remarkable, and of the greateft confl)^ 
that t)ie publication of this was a part of the ^ 
a humbled God, while tabernacling amonglt 
Co himfelf ; he went about preaching falvatio 
(5.) This faUation dcfervcs to be called ': 
take a trie-u} of the great e'^fls we af£ heteby */ 
favtd frofH, (i.) Hereby we are faved from 
fions. We are all by nature as blacic, as fil 
Ht^tf have hv fill debafed oil rfe Ives to hdl ; we 
that God, the holy God, cannot look upon us 
horrence ; wrare abominated by the holy ang : 
by oirrfelves, when our eyes ar'e opened, 
much filthinefs in every finner, as is fufficient I 
loath hfmff If, if he but faw himfelf. Job, * 
>great a tedimony given him by God,, the b ! 
tver man had, yet loaths and abhors himfel | 
lets him fee himfelf. Muft not that be gr 
that makes not only God, the holy God, loi I 
even man,'(inful and polluted man^ abomin 1 
And if it not a great falvation to be faved i 
^Ithmefs ? Sure it is. It is a filthinefs that I 
ibap of human endeavours has been many tij 
\on, but to no purpofe. ' Nothing can walli 1 
l7ut the blood of God : and to be faved Tro : 
fiefs, is a mercy of no fmall eonlideration 
^reat falvation. (z*)^^ ^^ falvaiion from t : 
Sin carries in it an obligation to punifliment I 
k ties fm and puniihsient f ogeiher % and c< 1 




■ ij MAN'i BECOVERY BV TAITH IN CHftKV. 

like a ftroiig tliaiu whereby the fioner is. boiiad to Wtr«ci«- 
tioD, To {lid ihat He cmnot get away from it. He it UeA' 
to hell; and fun «b<ii ooe finds himfelf tbus Icnit t» 
dcdniaion, he will tliink it a great fdWation to be faved 
from :t, to have this kitot loofed, (3.) It is falvatioD 
from the dominion of Jin.. Siti is a great tyrant, and ini> 
pofes a nifift he.ivy and intolerable yoke upon all its vaf- 
hls. We niaif fre what a tyrant it is, by the many tra- 
gical events wUh which the world is daily filled. We fee 
fonie kingdoms foakeJ i;: blood, feme families bnried in 
contempt, foniB niei> ruined in their reputEtion, others 
in their bodies, others in their cflates :- and if we enquire 
who ha; done all this mirchier, we Ihall £nd that fin hat 
done it all. It bat made one p:irt of a nation imbrue 
their hands in their neighbour's blood t it has hurried 
men upoji ibefe foolifli and hurtful praSices, whereby tbey 
Kave ruined their families, theij eflates, their naines, their 
fouls, their bodies. Sure^ then, falvatUin from the reiga 
and dominion of this infnfiFerable tyrant, dc(crve9 to be 
ftyled great falvatioD, (4.) It is filration fromthe»io. 
lifling power 0/ the remainders of fin that dwells in believ- 
eri; and ibis is great f^lvation. So grievous are th« 
workir.gs, flirrlngs, motions of this enemy,, that it make* 
the children of Gad many times look upon themfelves as 
wretched, end cry out with the apoftle, Rom. vii. 24. *'0 
wrctehed man that T am, who Ihall deliver me from.tht 
body of this desth J" And to be freed from that which 
makes Hman account himfelf miferablc and wretched, is 
certainly a great falvallon. (5.) It is falvation from the 
wralA cfGed;. and how great a mercy is this J " Who 
knows the power of his wrath i" And who knows how 
great a. deliverance it is to be faved from the wrath to 
come.' Such only can who have their eyes opened, to fca 
the danger they are in from the imminency of the whirl- 
wind of ihe Lord'' anger, that goetU forth with fuiy, 
and falls with pain upon the head of the wicked. (6.) It 
n falvation from Sataii's Jlavery: and fnre to be faved 
frora his flavery, is a great f^lvaiion indeed. He *' rule* 
in the children of difobedientei" and where he reigns, hp 
tiever treats one of hit Haves better than he did that poor 
child, of whom we have an account in the Evangelifts. 
lie tftkes them,, and " teari thcm^ and bruifes ihem, 
'' throwing 
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<fhrowing then fometimes into the fire, and foroetiixifs into 
«lbe water,'* Matth. xvii. 14. Mark ix. 17. Luke ix. 39, 
^He rons them into very different evils, ire and water, 
<but equally ileftroaive to their life. And to be faved 
frou foch treatraeiTt, From fuch an cnemy^ is furely agrc*t 
rfalvation ; and will ealily be acknowledged fuch, by atl 
^wlio know how great a mifery it is to be under fuch'a 
7okf. • f7.) It is falvation from the ** (ling of dtaih,"** and 
from the •* fear of death.** We read of fome that ** all 
their lifetime have been in bondage through feart of 
death,'* Heb. ii, 15.; where it is likewife declared a part 
of Chrift's undertaking, to deliver fath: ** Forafmuch 
then as the children are partakers of flefh and blood, he 
^Ifo himfelf likewife took part of the'famr, that throufiti 
death he might dedroy hini that had the power cf death, 
that n^ the devil ; and deliver ihem who through fear of 
death, were all their lifetime fubjeft to bondage.'* Who- 
mever takes a view of thefe evils, which this falvation and 
deliverance has a refpecl to, cannot but own it a great 
falvation. ' 

(6.) To add no more confiderations fof the illuflratioa 
of this property, it muft be owned to be a great falvation, 
if we confider what are the advantages that follow upon our 
ieli^eranct from thefe evils mentioiled. I only name a 
few of them, (i.) Inftead of thefe filthy robes which ^ti^ 
Bersare naturally cloathed in, they are clad in garments 
-rf falvation^ garments of righteoufmfs, ** I will," fays 
the church, If^. Ixi. 10. ** greatly rejoice in the Lord, rojr 
ibul (hall be joyful in my God ; for he hath cloathed roe 
with the garments of falvation, he hath covered me with 
the robe of righteoufnefs, as a bridegroom decketh him- 
felf with ornaments, and as a bride adorueth herfelf with 
jewels." (z.) This falvation has in it a title to a noble 
inheritance. Guilt is the (inner's, the unfaved wretch's 
t^tle to wrath t h makes it fure to him: but fucb as ara 
faved, are made fons upon their believing, Jeho i. 12. 
** And if fons, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs 
Withr Chrif^,** Rom, iii. 17. (3.) They who are partakers 
of this falvation, KTtpttt under the dominion of grace. They 
are not under (in, but under the dominion of grace, Rom* 
^ vi. 14.; and.whert grace bears fway, there is indeed perfeA 
liberty- fiith working by love it the ifprin^ <rf all the 
' ' obedience 
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obedience tbey perform to ail thefe coimMndtt* wbi«h'«r^> 
not grievouS) but, on the contrary^ are plearant,«a4 haJre* 
not only a great reward in the iiTae, bat even tn^tha^ioie 
wherein obedience is performed to tbemi fee Q3d.y*,6k' 
1 John V. s* ProY. iii. 17. PfaU lix- 11. (4.) TMS^aii^' 
dwells fn oil believers f and abides with' bim lor ev^^- 
'j John iv. 13. Kom. viii. 9* And hereby relief ii*pf4»* 
vided againft that nneafinefs that arifes from the remain*- 
.dcrp of fjn here; for ** rhpough the Spirit btlitrerf-do 
,jnortify the deeds of the body t that.fo they laay llve^^' 
B.om« viii* 13* - And by the abounding of the fruitf of 
the Spirit^ they are brought to that frame, tliat f pi ritual « 
mindrdnefs, which is life ai^d peace, Rom. Tiii. 6.$at)(t ^ 
not only is there, by the indwellij^g of tbe Spirit, prdr' 
Yifion thus made againft the remaining powec of iilf^ 
dwelling fin here, but moreover hereby there is afTu^ 
ranee given of full freedom from it. The Spirit wilt 
at length entirely cleaofe the foul ; and he is. the earneit 
of glory, of that flate where believers are entirely freed 
from fin, 2 Cor. v. 5. It is by \\\m they are feakd to 
the day of their j6na1^ and complete redemption frod}< iin^ 
in all its concerlimenls, filth, guilt, reigp, power, and 
being, Eph. iv. 36. (5*} In/lead of wrath under whlcll 
the finner was lying, by this falvation he is brought into 
a d^te of favour and acceptance with Godf through tli« 
'beloved, Eph. i. 6* Xn£bead of war, with heaven, they * 
have peace ;• for, *^ being juflified by faith, they have 
peace with God," Rom. viii. i« And of how great C9tim 
iideration thia ia, the Pfalipift well underflood, whO| , 
Pfal. xicx, 5. tells us, ** That in God*s favour is lift,** 
and, Pfal. Ixiii. 3. that hit ^* loving kindnefs is better 
than life.*' (6.). Satan's flave is placed upon a thrtmc by' ^ 
this falvation : and is not- this a great privilege ^'Sore it . 
isi and this is the privilege of all over^omers } and fuck 
Xhall ail believers be: ^ To. bim that overcometh, wilt' 
X grant ro fet with me in my throne ; even as lalfo over- 
came, and am fet down, with niy Father in his thfone,*^' 
Rev. iii. zi. (7.) Inftead of feared death^ ^etiafting ^ 
life fliall be the privilege <ff the nations tif them that afejkr^ 
medy John iii. 36. «* tie that believeth on the Sent ^*^ 
cverlafting life ^" and here we may hold* All wpi-ds ' 

ane for ever lo(V^ who can tellwhat a life tbiKis?. Alifi 

of • 
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nCRoJt AWepicpwhny:^, Ufo of promlfc in lieav«n i 
IU)d fucUa hft forever/. May we not concliide from the 
•Wjbolct thai tbik, (illyatlbii^ which is the eon^rivance of 
4b.|5reat , vifdoii), . Wlo V^^^ *" author as God, is 
^rou^t^aWut b^f fo^reai^ipcans) proclaiiiied by To great 
4 piqrroii ais^Hfche oikly ^iqgoftep of tUe Father, frees (coca fo 
jgreiiat eviUy and entU W to To gr,eat bleffings, is indeed a 
^caf falvation ? "WcHx^li proceed now to a - ^ 

,2i^:Pr6pe)Pty. of ihi^ (alv^ation. As it is upon the ae« 
jpounts mentioned,. and npt 4 ^ew others, a^great falva- 
tion^ (q 1 Hie wife is it 9^ tpmplete fahathnS. It it called 
ialvation to tbe utterpio(b| Heb* yii. 25. *^ H^ is able 



«11 evils. It is not only faiVation from many, from great 

^viUi as we ()^ at length make fH>pear under tbe former 

Jieaci, but is falvatipn from all ^Vjls. It extends to all 

iojti of eyils.^ ,We migi^t jncntton piany forts of evils i 

.out tlify are all eaniy redueibfe to two moral evils or 

iins, penal evils, or punifliment, Nou', this^ falvation 

cei^teads tp bfit^ It. is. falvation firoip all lin : <^ The 

^14004 of J^erus Ch rift '.pleanfctV from all fin,*' i John i. 

^» ItJ^^ftificaiion from aU things, Afis xlii. 39. ** Be 

it. kaown, to, you, tberefore%. m^n and brethren, that 

thtongh tbiA m^n is preached >into you the forgivenefs of 

<finf ; and by lilm. all that believe are juftified from all 

jthings,. from wh^eh ye .cooli aot be juilifiediy .the law 

of Mofes," An<i if we be favcd from all morat cviFs, fair 



jprehci^ded a deliverance from ajl degrees^df them ; but; _ 
.is fcoroplete ia this refpe^t; as the bjoo^ of Tfcfus thrift 
cUanfeth from all fJ0{| {q it clean fcth from every degree ; 
^t cJeaiifcth fuliy^ ' ,Ag the Spirit of Chrift is arble to fub- ' 
54u4.aU fin| fo' Is.he'aUe/to fnbdue all iin fully. In a 
jjwprrft.^Chriii makes .ihprongh,, work of i: ; and fuch » 
AS^^o b|;iiev(e jball be.'/aired /rom all their fegrs^ from all 
^^mt eiie^tes,,.fcom all their (inf, andalj thtir forrowa; 
,Chi;i^ will r^^.pr^fent^f hem. without fppt or wrmkle^ or 
Ml i4i€|i jtblf)g.'^\>Ijp ilaiij^ no blemiH), Aall be left oti 

^..f... X '■* *' ^ -Hieih* •; 
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them, before he have done w>rt» M^. [$■} U i« <P^ 
prehenf.ve of all fpiritu.l bleffingS ; n«y, of erery jgqoa 
thing. *' God will give grate And glorr,*nd be Vi^ 
>»ith.hold no good ihing from '^ertthat walk npr^htly^ 
Pf4l Uxxiv. HI. And believers arefaid to be «* blelWd 
with ail fpirttual Weffings in Chrift K"s.'"Ep^ »; S- 
f 4 ) it cowprebeods all tbefe Heffings in their perfeaion. 
WMf in tUs world, the enjoymenw of the famt.,are not 
compute } but they Ihall be fo ere it be long. Grace 
tm'ripen i.rto glory. That which 3, in part (hall be dotfe 
away, and t^at which is perfea will eonie w its reow. 

Zy, thi. h a MfdPle fih»^icn. How f-'table U 

•is to God, we have hinted already; ^n^ ''•"'f*'" ^ ^JI 

'.nly nam'c a few things wbich my evmce •« cpn|r«,ty 

to luph Roor fipners a* we convinced of their need t,t 

^^'f7\' TKis falvaf.on 5» exceedingly fuitable_ t« fnch ' » 
PotUer, becaufe it 1. near. One that » -n^* «;^ 
extremity, to tell hita «f a remedy lu fome ^«,"»""r* 
'a a gmt'diljance, ^iU rather '^^''t' l^"" ,^i!,^^^^ 
m.iet»ent: Such a rtmedy, in.y be fay, >« f««^^2; 
<lt how fl.aU it be 8,o»* **" *il.l Vii^g "- !?|: 
Sd n,ay " bot be dea^d aOd gone^before it ?rf ,ve> «o 
Srthe convinced finoer fay, did ^e tell hrn. of ^|a- 
Sr that Vcre to be «rt *ithA iaJToitte *«7t?^f "f *|f* 

jrv the courfe <'*^- rAj-KrfSS rcirrftl 

W i^dapted tt hi» condition, a* the »poftJf ftcy^ Rfnv 
i I *' IV tiaUteiuff.*^. which is of f,ith ^^ 
thit"& si 4 ip tlii'W h«*tt» Wbo fl»a\l.feend^rtJto 
Wv«n > (tW i.v to bfihg .CHrift 4flwn f'"?. *>°^*) 
J? Who'Cn def Jtv* W> 4ecp f Xtb»t U, to b^ 
thrift up agalo f«« the <l«ad). »«» 1»h*«^»'^'», J**; J,^ 
£ord ii ni5« the.,^ven ifl thy taWJ^, *^<i « W^"^ 

h\,>^ Tbejailor foofl g^t cafO *»d fo «ay '^''Jj,;^ 
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\* He thai ^elicfves•nT>t i&aH>e daroiiea ;»* 

^ r^^^^ of God comments upoti it elfcwherc^ 

\t(\ with ever laftihgdcflriiaion frt>iti the 

lord, aod the glory'pf hl« jj^wer,*' 2 Thref. 

Wternal fafvatiorif fcecauffr it entities to^ 

* \ poffeflTonof etehiafblclfings. «* He that 

nn twrSon hath everl^lVrn^ life,** John Ww^. 

e we fcen ^hat this faIv$tIoii jsr, in Jtfclf, and 



Thus have 

in its properties. We proceed,' 

VI. To dfemdnft^kt© tht trudt bf'the doaritie, tliat 
fuch.as^o betake tbemfelvcs \>y faith iiTi^^, .or believe on" 
the Xord.Jtfils jdtirti!,;''Aai)''afruredlf bt favcd; 
\ve?nnaKe g06<J, 



And tbui. 



ifTuredj/ 1 

firfl^'fttih \\\e eterqaranj TmrifotaWe - pnfpcfe- of* 
Gp<f, that 6e,1fhat believes (hall l<(Sive,d. Great conte/b^ 
there li'ave fe^en arfiiftg Chflftiailk abctrrthe ^ctm cf* 



haa purpofed id' himfclfy th« he" thait blrHeves^ (ball he 
Taved ;"and whei) C$od has purpofe'd fo. who' can contm^*' 
dfi£}, or vfho can jpikc h»ni fall fljort of .Whatever b« Hii^ 
purpofccf T Sihc^.it U utigtfeflSdniblfc, froin the revehtioti' 
that Go3 bath fna<W of his'ix^irt, that btf has pnrpofcd'thf^ 
filvation of all \Ui && beiieve', it hiuff^ofjiecelBtr br 



from one of rv/o jf either a. chaftge ^_.^...., __ 

CSod'g falling diort of liia inteijr. * jBut neither of thn" 
fvl'o can jpoiSbly be. (i.) Xs fdr.God'i ptti*0ofe, ft nioft 
of necefUtV be qnchangciblc,' likir bibifelf ; ** H^ i« God^ 



ground It I8|'lha.t thtf >yife inan favs, tccr. ^ 
know that whatcVci" 6od doth li'flialT iJA ftrVv 
IS <* the Faihcr of Yig]izil With' v*horf)'ttifeff' jS 



TH> raria-? 



blen^fs 
nian 
aiid froMi 



_., „.^ ._„,,.,. _p\ijrpb%.._.^ _ 

iij2pn a fuppofitionj^ prat tooflf a pr'obabiUt/, that things? 
ftafi be fo and fo; and'wHeh things fall' out Otket-Wc'thanr 



wat 



m,^'* )jt£COVXRV BY FAITH X^ CH&m*. 9ig 

>^ineedfiuner, in the fame method ; he may obtain, if not 
^refent fatisfadion, jet prefent fafety. 

• (?.).Tbis falvation in iff ternJs is fuited to the need* 
Jind deilres of a eonviiieed finnen He cannot purclia(e 
falyation; therefore falVati on frfeW offered is AiitaEle to 
Him. , If, money wer« respired of fuch as come to the 
market of grace, the liDber ^onld nerer look near.it : but 
when air that need are bid etfme,r» and* taiee and have all,- 
yithobt money and without price, then he £nds a tifiar- 
ket to bis; mind, falvation according^to bis wi^j.^tf^if 
fuch as he would have* 

V . (3} It IS fukable lO^ Ita nature to bit ^riraots.-. As ii Js 
£iliration upon the ireipy terms he wifhes| faair.thib ble^;' 



^s he needs are to bt bad nfion-t!lt(^ ^c^Sps:^ needs he 

. pardon I he may have it 1 needs be repentance T h« may 
have it : in a word^ U he needs/grape or glory, h^ may 
Save thenu ' 

,.{4-) The/ecnrity oiferedis furtaBlejto'tBe v^y defiires* 
of fuch an one4 The. convinced lintier is now (deeply £rn* 

'fible of the concern^ moment, and importlanceof falTa* 
tjoo ( aijd therefore he^wo'uldnot Sv ill iingly halyard itVupoh 

'afroall .fecority. ^ Re would not venture Co much opoa 
ifOM weak proDabilily^ he would Have t^e highed fecuri<'> 
tbrin. tt>is matter^, which ia of the nigheft' importance* 
.And what greater fi^curitjr ean. lie deCre fer bis faU a* 

; tjoo, thaa God's' covenant and ^ron^fe,? eonfirmed by his- 

<pJh^ ' ■''.■- 

..,4/^/>i,.TKts falvatfoh if c^Xiti tfkfHtd falifatiotiy Ifa. 
,3tlv. 17. *^ But Uirael IhaU be favtd in the Lord with an* 
Mfflahitig falvation'; ye (bairi)ot be aihamed nor cooi^"^ 
!^ fi^unde^ world witbbnt iend.^'' And v« are told,.Heb. v. 9, 
^ ,^ That Chrift beiiig made >er fed' ibrongh fuferings, is 
Secome the aolliori of eternal falvation unto alt them that 
;;\ obey him.*' b is eternal (alvatiop upon a threefold ac« 
/j^ant*. \h\ It is. eternal falvatfon in its defign and cV>n» 
^,., trivance, the fruit i^dd prodba of everlafting love. The 
,|, father's drawo^glSn'nerri to tioiie, into a conspliance w*^th 
^Mhe terma if falvatiQii« it ^he fruit of ever lafting Xx^y^r 
^^,Jir. xxxi, 3. ** The Lord appeared of 4>]dunio 01^, faiy- 
^^^lii^ifea, I have lovc4 ihee with an ever left ing love ; 
^^, (bertfere with loving kindneft )iavel drawn thee.*' (i.) It 
. f, ia. cverlaftiiig falyatio0> bccanfe it is f^lvation fron ever* 
i' e: V • * . - • lafting-' 






dftO MAN'S RtCOVEItYBYTAITH m CH ItlWl / 

taftlifg evils. " He that Tjclleves'imt Aaii be dtrorilcd ;*^ 
fliit is^ as the Spirit cf God comfnenls upon it elfcwiiere^ 
Ue ibaii be puni^td with'evcrlaftibgdcftruaion frt>ili the 
|>ref(i;iicc cf the Lord, aod the glory'pf hi? ip6y»tT^^ 2 Tbe.f. 
i. 9. (3.) It 13 eternal falvatiori, becaufe it entitles to^ 
asid puua flfanin poffeflTod of eternal" blelJlngs. ** He that 
believeth on Ike Son hath evetl.a(V?n|^ life,** John 111/36. 
Thus have we feen what this falv^tloii isr, in itfelf, ancf 
in its propertied We proceed, 

VI. To demdnfti^dte the trucb of'tbe doaritte, tTiat 
fuch.as^o betake tbemfclvcs by faith (in^9y .or believe pn^ 
I'he Lord JtTiis.Chiin',;^Aal.r'dfrLj redly be faved; And tUvk 
Ave. nrja Ice good; : \ \ , . . ' 

' fir/t^'t^cih \\}c eterbaranj 1 mrifii table - purp.ore- of* 
<}ptf, tbat be /that Believes (hall b^ (^ve,d, "Great conre/l^»» 
there b'ave bden aifilsng Cbrlf^iank abctrrtbe decrees cf* 

af. 

»ir 

. , , he> 

Has purp-ofcdiiJ himifclfy thll hfS that bfHcvcsr (hall h^ 
Tavcd ;' and, wbcb God has purpofed fo, whor can. contra**' 
dl4> or who cari aj&ke'b»ni fall fljorl bf whatever he hkt 

' ' t revehtioni; 

uirpoied'tbifr 

.-., ^. - ^^..,., « ,-,. necelEty^b^' 

io, tlTatfucb jfh^n fliMiVyba't'av<?df.''Cotild'khy btdjeveir^ 
fall (liort of hii happitv^f^ of the (alv&tlpn . udjicb ,<3ocP 
l#rp\irporcd^,inb'l4^r<?lfyo b^eif O.w "^Od^hijfa, Vt iawft flW 
from one of T\^o) cltheV k cV^ge* ih'Gc^d*i'.purp;ofi,'or 
God*g falling Aort of , Ilia iutepr. ; IBut neither of thw^ 
f*o can pojnbly be. (t.) As f6r .God*« ptti*oofe, h muft 
of neceflitybeurtchangeaiblc, liki himfelf? "H^ is Godi' 




ujpon a fupf ofition^ qt at' moiV a Jir^obabiUty', that tbingsr 
ftali bc'fo and fo; and'Wbeh tbinfci fail'ont othcrWc'tbanr 



wat 



MAN»i RgCO^telfY BY FAfTH IN CHR 

. was cxpefted, man muft fuU hlf pufpofe t6 theib 
fkii the n.Hittcr is far othtrwifc with God, .w; 
tftcreForc purpofe to a^ fti atid Co, bccauie h« 
things wiH fatl-otit ; bot things f«ll out fot' 
piirpofcth inrbimfelf that »b^y vflibuid fo fal 
tbltlgs ap^ wrong^it by»WnFax«ording fo'tbf 
|tls own- will vand koewA^o hrm^are.all hist 
the beginni^ng.^ Again,' man chjogethls purp 
he know^ not at fir^il what is befb to be dor 
matter is nothing fo with God. .(2.) As foi 
^f the puppofe, ;that* mtift lie lOpfaHibk^ 6od 
fkott of his purpofeyoif wer >rUi taka his own * 
f^The grafs wkthereth^ the flovvsc faJeth, bu 
of x>ur Ood (ha\\ ftand for ercr,*'-' rl{«. xh 8. 
.**' I am God^ and the^e is.none elfe^$ d am Gc 
4ation0 like md ; 'declarmg the end 'from the 
«.nd hooi ancient titnas the things ihataneiic 
laying, .My counfel'fliall fbind) aod/I wilkdo 
{are,** lfiitt.xlvi^ 9* to,. And \inel( mayhe faj 
fo, fince none is sible to redft his will, ^hc t; 
muil^firil 'graijpla with. Omnipotence. ** T 
4ibils hath porpofed, and who fliaill difa:nnnl 
is {Ipetched OQt,..and who fliall tnr^i it back:.j ' 
iy» ^* If he. works, who can let ^ Ifa.- xliii.- ; 
can 'ftay h» 'had^ -or fay unto him, ,'V^hai < 
4pan. i^aAS*^ What is then purp^fed by Go 
ifalUbly^'(4paki,:ttiatHuch:as;do'by ffti betak ! 
-to- J^efns Chkft, .ih«H be faved.*. 
•. jSecoTuUf^ The faiihfolnefe of God in the* pr 1 
gaged for it i fo tuns the pramVTe, *' H« t ; 
ihall be fave^#."* \ When man^s purpofe is 1 1 
hetsindeed accQunt^bleiohimfelf for any cha 
ation f)f ity bQt not to others^ ; . bat tf hedec 1 
'\f% ^fpeiiiitHy if; he turns his »pwrpofe into i 
that caCiv'he is br-ought. under, a more public a i 
to (land firmly to what is engs^etji .. So In > 
a4)ttx:pofe. concealed- in the bre^fl. of Odd, 
fpeak ; however He himfelf fliQuld have bficn i 
its accompliihrocn*, .yet we'hftd ih that cafi 
fay J .buj: -Goti by hist procnife makes himfd I 
fach is his condefccnfion to his .own crci 
cannot Xttiiec a t^elicTcr to fail ihoct of fiilva 




ia» MASTm UCOV£!iy BT MITH- IH CHKIST. 
urt arc now ftatei» udMi he therfiby fall inw difgrace 
a&d coatenpt ; which is as imp^bU aa U ia for htm to 
irfigo b'n GodbeacL Certain it «»^ Ibcteferc^ w|>ou tJbe 
account of the prwBJ fa of God t that a loft finncr^ be|ak* 
lag hiai£eif b^ faith to thc^i^td JcfaaChrift, OaH fee Ca- 
ved. This will appear lAdeod of ^rcRt weight, jf it bo 
confideredy i. That there is not only afpfotetfc^ biit 9 
covenant, z. That tbia cov«o«nt has Ceals appei^ded to 
jtv for the ratification of it. 3. Tbat.Chrift is the 5ur#* 
ty of this coveaant. 4. That ail the bleiSBss profatft^ 
are bought hy ChtJit at no bwer rate than that of his 
own btood. 5. What he haa parchaTed he made ovn* in 
^ leftamentar^ way, by wiay cf legacy, to beJicTcrs. 
6. This teftaraent being confirmed by the d«|th of theTef* 
Ulor, there is no altejiiig of it. 7. The Holy Spirit, if 
I may fo fpeak. Is left ezeeutor 06 h*s'Ja;tter-wili; ther£!> 
fore it u utterly iitipcK&iile that any believer Hioiild. mifa 
ef falvation. Thefe tluBgs we haVe lOa^y nanjcd, becauf^ 
wc baften to the Hnprovement of .this, truth; .whrch vt 
(ball come to, afcer we have handJed a 
. r/i#r4/ argument ior proof of the. truth nailer confidera- 
tion, and that is taken from the experience of fach aado 
brlttvA. ,And becsiufe thia arguihent is, It may be, )fJs 
under itoo^y therefore I fhall infid fo^ewhac the -mort 
fargcly upon it,* That 1 may prove it certain that bc» 
Hayei^saijiffi^ed, from experience^ I Ihali inquire, V^,What 
rt Is-llrtt'Tuch'as do believe experience?^ 2<^/y, i^w. we 
know that they do fo? for their exj^erience ^gnifics ncv 
thing 16 H4y utiYcU it be made known in fucha way as max 
Jftrc it fdlne weight. • 

f- As to the ift^ we foy^ (i.) All believers, at death, do 
attain the full poiTefiion of this great^ complete, fuiia* 
ile, and eternal (atvation : they enter into reft^ being 
^U'do^d fafe V^ glory, by the g loci ons Captaan of Jii^ 
people's faWation. But this is not tb^t which we prinjcr. 
^ally defign to ii\B(i- uf on, aa an evidence qS the cer- 
tainty of the falvation of fu«h aa do beliavf.. Where- 
fore we f€fy> • : -/ 
• (a.) That fnch aa do believe, ev^n in this life, have 
fome experience ©f 'this iahratioDf upon theic beUeviiTg on 
Hie Lord Jefus Chrift. ; We- do not fay, indeed, that all 

"fcelicyett tov-e tba- feme degrees of. cxfcriduUi^ oif «aii 

• > > ^« 

u, . ^ -. give 



^ive atUce diftrod accouot: of tlieVr ^xpevie'l 
wefay^ that all \eho .4o belteve, u]^n i%\ 
have Come txpcriencc ; aod fi:«h as are dili 
carefully unpfovc that fj>iril which is givon 
Ky they may know the thmg» that are fvt^ 
ofGod^ may understands Id (bnip mraiHire^ i 
inoik of the expecrei)ce$ we £batt mention. 
vaderftatKl, from what lias bten at great liu 
edtoyoii^ that tUt3? falvation compreheiids 
from tvil, ^nd a grant of all that is goot 
JbaU name ferae expeLrjeocea that believers 
be>lie»ingf obtak^.hoth of the.9iie.ao4 ofAh 
£*•] Thcn^ fuch as do hy. fahb receive, 
upon their belicviog, bares ft. graiiiiaisejc per 
£ua deliverance from. wrath* • WbereatSi^iibcii 
iieving) they u^ere under ! fears of vvrash^tft 
i&Ues id imminent' danger of mev«ta^le VMkhi 
were mnch difqiiieted;! now, upoo.'tiietr ht 
^^Midrfdiaethingof a bitilJed eato«- /f rue it iSj 
•do not always prefently £nd- reO:, ful) refl 
«ttpc>D their rrcepticrn of CbriA^ fiherie is eve 
4>ings of ref^^ aDd lomewhat of a begim del 
itbefeoxcmciatfng andtolsmenting fears^ .w 
'did appear intlil^rab^e. , The cafe -of a hriie 
^imt^ may be like that of a isan, wfaa^ 
'dreadful precipice, geta hold of (oiwetbinfi w 
4$ able to fupport ftim^r' fuch an. one, thougk 
(ikgree.f pee from that dread f pi feaj?.be was.ui 
be under feme apprehenOons of danger from 
ity to 'hold the grtpr he baa" goAieW Juft 
-poop 6onTti>ecd (inner S at C.mt tiities, be 
'^)fcovcted,t he k- in the moil tamenJuibke eai 
'he fin*d^ himfelffaMlng headlong hito rvi: 
•and ihi4 frrghtens hittr tf rribly ;- he fees, tl 
•him, ar^d ^fi A d? : h tinfel^f ha^ening thither; a 
in'a dreadful foiHlenia>ion, while tfjere is 
» fearful looking for of wrath and fiery 
whiWhe iirnthis eafe, Chrifi is difcover 
'iees hira ftiifficient to iave him, and imderi 
terms' h-e may have him ; he is pleafed wJth 
•hold'ODGblri)ft r a9d thenele there enfue fi 
'^(rtk^ %bo«gK ba;iMy^iil:b#iAJlc»iibcf^ 




s«4 MAN*j RECOVERY'* «Y FAITH IN XHRiST/ 

\oXe the grip ; and this begun deliverance fr«m tfic fears- 
of wrath, is a pledge of that futi and complete fr^edom^ 
which he has gronnd to expeO. 

[2.3 fSinnerSf. upon their believing on the Lord Tefus' 
ChriH:, have fome ejtpertence of begun falvat'ron from tb«. 
dominion of t\vu ** Tlie law of the fpirit of life in ChrifV 
Jefut makes »i hem free, irtfime. me^fiire^ from the law of 
lib and death," Rom. viii. 2. I know, indeed, there may 
be greater complaints of fin after believing than erer^.. 
andits power may-be feU morethan fornerly ;..yet ever)? 
one that truly doth believe^ .has^foma^xperience of a be* 
gun deliveraiicc from the reigiK and .dominion of (in* 
However fjii may make more ftrr in theifoul^ yet "it hast 
-not'fo much power as' for qicrly*-^ hfow there i» not .that 
willing coroplianrf^w^itb lit as^formerly there was in all ' 
its com of a ndy:. now its title is difputed,. its commands 
are rrjed^d ;..aiu! when any of them are .complied witlial^, 
there is a force po^.upon the foul in its fo doing* 

[3.] They cac^rience fotne beginnings of deliTerancr 
froor tbeguUt and fikh of fin in their approaches te God* ■ 
-Before, wheA'titey heard of^Ged, .they were^ like iVdam^ 
ready to run away and hide themfelvce ; they were afraid ' 
to look . him in the fiicet but now they begin, to feci 
.fome mere confidenee in theif a pp reaches eo God» They 
draw near, and are not fo frightened ;. nay, they have 
Tome hopesas to the iCae of thefe their approaches to Gud^l. 
Thefe and many fuob experiences .of /a begun. felfatioa v 
/torn evils have aU believers^ if tUey .would be atpaias.i<>'<A 
obfcrve them. 

[^4.] They likewife have fotae*e:t4^r«eiices of the free- 
dojii ofChrift^s AibjcSs* They 6nd a freedom.in the fer- • 
vice, of God ; it becomes natural and eaf/. to t^eni. Tbey^ 
.find not obe^ienee^o hurtful as once they t hough tJt ; nay^ 
now thty find a. delight: and refreilimefitJn it^ .which ja 
indeed /omething of the beginnings of 'that fatisfadion 
With God^s' liksuefs). which is .to - be^ complcttd> fully iii^n 
heaver. . 

fj.] They experience many titnes> the begii>.ni%£S of 4 
heaven in fome refrefhing talles of tl»f gracioius coiiimuiii^ • 
cations and in timattons o f God's Jove to their foiik. la 
fine, allof thtm, upod. their believing^ do experience, In 
lefs or iamorC) X&rtHas ihc hope «f glory i& tltsir heaf^. . 



NESS*! Kncasnxr mrm nm w chri 

Sbrm imawt^pf t>(:hopt there aroint^tlw ibrke 
difconfolate belier«r^mif )fve»s ibr 'wfxerft 
hDffME^ ^b«r0 cftnri»e (h» «ii« of^me^ > it isilo^ 

i 1^ltcfe^«nd^l«»iiy^u%li:ekp«isiim0«!i? iJor.eflcrt 
fa»li«v»r« ifcrttfrifffn^ «ir dtfttr find; .Tiuttt 
ntoiSc?clkarly>d}f<SWrt!«d, ^W rfje comf«>n of'fii 
thvui^m, |)^ ft4l i^fai!Vfeflt4]tey in t' great aifc 

thofe. tftVn^S^are e\rMeiicey of eke irirttt^iittd^r-co 

^aiilrtfei ^«iea%^ raf«R>*n-WWfeh-'(5(Jd ha«:>pfrO' 

^11* th»t Vdrlii Vil! c6bfp!e5e It? j-tKrft ' lH wh: 
tfctt accqn1oliflirn«fit ol^hrs ^fonfiTcif'-wifnn ciil 
afcc^nAprllflJi tlicrrn': -y^ottri/vljeft! exp«rfetie^ • : 




v'O ^y «^^c account yrfi haye of thce^perl: 



wiciiuciu wnacinoii w^'do?" AQs iU\37. ' . 
ai fhcjr tncii were, yet, upon tVcii: believing, 
ttifelt a^irs was peHtaif attcfed^^fer*** r 
tlieir meat^ with gl«fc<in«/^ apd fuiglencfs of he 



>y|iO yin i:c^dUy a^a ch^i^rftU^givc in thf 
l^.i^^ fame'trutrv and'owti, riiaf, upontliel 




they iiaVe iiid (boM experience of the thingt toeiitioiieAy "mi^ 
ofAot a fe«riwliich.^elkavenotmetHioiied« 

^ t^i' Tbougli dtey jfiiquUtbpJd iheif peaceir yet we miglit^ 
even with on r eyes fee the ttvtAtot wM^t is . «ffcfted«-> 
Kav^ we not fofnetliTM4 fe^tt- foiAf gm^Mi Md e^ii 
the prof&ne wretches, who have beeo mad. ufien their. o<lrft» 
waysi ftoppfd ih'their progrefft' and eafeer ? Hat -not-lte 
Ijor<) (hanen them^ and filled them with hin teirovi^^aad* 
has not thi» ooo^fe' of* believiifg calii^ed thtm I Hav^e they 
hot vifibly been delivered iVom the& fears of^wraihr wMca-. 
had gone to fuch a degree f^ Has* i^ nor been elearly ^en^' 
tl)at they ti^ere freed froi^that dominkm of iiiiHinder whkSli* 
tbey fonnerlf lived ^ Surely 4befe thtngf areobii^aipioolil^, 
thatv «pon hSelieving on the Lor<l 1^^^ .Chtift» ffick pe^fb^ft^* 
have been made partakers of ^me begifuiing»oi^tho.gr^e> 
falva(ton» and that at an earneft of the whole* Sovefal on- 
ther things might have been added Ibr ptoof of rthit gfeat^. 
tiqth : Putt paffing,thj(ni» «re fluiQ now come to makef^oM^ 
pradical improvement of thas^'ieat truth* 

. Ill- the amjproveroent of tbti truths we ilialt firft draw* 
fl^inf general dodrinal inferences;, and: tlien prqoeed fb-r 
triaU which'wiilJead os into a moredofe and particiifaMlB*; 
' |tUcatioiv-. . . .' .^ ■.",.'■' . ; T '•'-'; 

. l^itAs^ ilieffr^ifftl a conyihctdiiiwtrf Believing on tle^ 
l^prf] lefiia Chriftt (haU afforedly be faved |^ Tbeni .; 

j.! We jn:ty henc^ inf^r, Tiaf/afiii'ijf/t mffi'valuailf tUf^' 
i£^.V ;Well naigbt iKe fpofOe ^lU^freeionsfMUb^ t ftt^t 
L i/-^&r n6t onhr Is xi pjcciQiia tBiti36>ltot it is iinlpetk^ 
aa>iy lo/in refpeft pf/lti- confeqoen<»i# -It/^l^^^ el|iiii>/ 
4rawl CHiift'and ill his;pprchaft aTter it; it is^bft; witb> 
npany alld gieat iheicics,: Thiere ire '|feair ^tii ptedeiia 
promiiet fraught .with the gtcat and precioii^ b1t£n|« of Ac 
^fpel« nayi^'Witb CKrift mmfelf ; ind predoos fai|h layi 
hold upon the ptdmiies of the life tli'at now is« ond of that 
which ii CO cbmcy bi ^raee and glbr^t and makea themalT 

e^r«« 

t. We may fafely hence infer liEewifet Tb^^ thefnMd^ 
#% •/tb*e n»QfiU a preathtej^itg; fince <« lailh co»«el by 
li«irHig,. and hearing By the word of tSod.f* The whdte.oC 
^ tliu the apoVtepUinly enddghdecUlret* RoB.x. t|. «<.Who« 
feever (had calf «poo die oame'of the Lord Jefoi miJl b^'fa*- 
^ed«. Mow then. Ihall they call on him in whom tKef 



f 



fhne ^not h^mmed^l md-iiow flulUkey faelie 
44^ horn tbey have not beard I and how maH th 
ttBtipreaeber-i^!. . > "i-* '-' • 

J^i^tfff-komikimkx Xbey hiV6.'an\<iltiret i» cl 
. iimf| and what- li^et? will ^mfet this xoonimi 
4ip«i Boar Kick are diey/ nchb (^fKcheairen^ and 
leadbg to ict at theiis ? They havft a goad 
Aall at length be adoaUf pipflefled o& that lii 
?of die fainis an Jigbt# jftfnite«/ii* -5* «< Dearkei 
fhrothreiir ba^ not Xrodxhofi^ the pfoor of (il 
in faithv. aiMi Mra of thei kia^^oa > wibkbr he i 
♦IGi'lheiii that UTe^hia;^! ?> ,":.:, . : 

4ute/upia our belief in^ then ire tn^y be.fii 
•lalvaeKMis Ibt.OAeinaylaioMrc^taiidxwhetl]! 
^v no^/ whaitheff ' he. becoatent j|«. accept of 1 
.the Lord Jefat ChtillHipon hit ovrn terms. 
<^f kniftwablei; imt it : may lie mote eafily < I 
Mliqft da appiebend* > Wefe we tet«' with. 1 1 
./extOttibcAaivl coQcenif taming. ovirseyea in \ 
>fiot. but' kdow 'how our heavti>^and «f 
'Chnftir 9iid the- go^^^aeihod otfalwatio 1 

more affeawaidt* : :;.. » . . j 

\: S* "f^f^wmc^ in-fakh. it mt ttb enditma \ 

^ ^ .at leaft that #hich foooda our. title to it i 4 

aUcwit (hall be ^ved. If oneea parfon be 

^asa fight) riven liim jbf^hfeprdmile 6i Go 

. f/mtimfk 'CSe pufMie of God doth not rm 

*jind»:. if ye penbfe#e:ia beKevinj;* then ye t 

: ,bitf ;iBeUeye and ye (ball be $^ved» Oace.1 

4acaQeptof JeinaChaift fin Jafaratiob^ and the 

' - -be* •' , '••.'» 

•> '6.iWe-nMiy iafelyiafai^ fromihedoAm 

not mmhekefu felf^mnitr^ and ihat of th< 

\4niiimlefi.thcXoul eiefiaUy.. Heocei it isf t 

iJ)e« feeding thf eoanfel of God againft c 

'- .iFti», 30k « Batthe Pbariieea andlawyen re 

4et of God 'agfUtft^tbenfelYet 1*' that ia^ to 

.jfliad fa/U«ugr be fiuid of: eve ly nobc^evc^ ; 




'iM>anfi!l of Qod t6 \m Pwa deftrttlfUa» ind«iitt^ five llieib 

We now proceed to impfove this do^rilie. tit ttuL *^ Jm 
ifC fe^ 'tbardt A^ccftauiyv tb«t dt comsibded. iiimer:. aceepttng . 
^ijplV. W Relieving mt^btt Loq^ Jeftr Ciirifi^.Aflyi:/ftfittTodi|r 
•bf ift^sd}; Tiiuiatt who would beifav^f aj«:.»catly^c#iw, 
miPMRdto tty'mbfiAti^f ^befieTe-or'noti^ And^ha^I 
^aitf'iHff 7b« iiip (oxhif doqr* ifluti by bcioxe yo«. fcnie 
iftw €dnfidera&oa|k r Andf -I : :r ■: i. ,:-. ' ; . ' 

U Cbiifidof theWtmtM-iMiimponatkf af tke ttmn^r* It 
*ti a UM whereoii not your .worldly, eftaii^ jioir m^ okbci: 
ipeitjr tno^rat eoiieeTD haop;*! bitf your Hfe«lies< upoA^ rh 
tti^iiliaf wreD tUe 'lilies oi^jrogsibttUi ^WbcA 'We Wii yoa 
Cryi whether ye believe or noty it hj» imv^'at if webadlB 
'jon iff 'wfietncr ye fluUvbeMdaianed or «oti; Ufibeli|tf is 
^ ilbe dMimngf Sih, by yrzy of omihctey i : -all 4>cber fioa*' wsift- 
lootcfalff iriil hor^'^caBttotidaiiui tkoTe jirbo>li«^ nadeftbe 
*|;ofpel I b^$hit aloot t^bj. for: f^ he that belkv^fh' noc 
-Aiallbe daiiihecL^' Faith on the t>thcf haodf will Ifa^. 
"ivdd has <ca<^«d ffiiith and fabrktion together ;.'9od'it piaffda 
''fbrpowero(MaIl'th»devi£$iwbeUf or snttk nf(pn earthy bt 
lfiii>in:^fhrheafrt»4Qt-4ii«alc cbe <Hiik» ^Nowt i». oot that:a 
*liiaito# ofthe gtealtfft - ^odoeninaat*? it «bot chfi a^qtieftioA 
»Whidh^iluiiordv.^rlwhilbJC03beHa{ki^d !abdsr# wlisthtfr 
ye fliall be faved* or whether ye (hall be dijTinfd'>r '^ '^'^ ' ' - 
"^^ «^\Cg&Ai^ fbat.ye Had .need' to^vtfy^ /«M^<ifi^ 
'fiti9ki»4mi^ iak dll menvhaWnocifalth*'/^ % l^i/eL iii« 
? d. Indeed i^cbnfeft; tf^all that tttve* vnd^r the gdfpd bad 
'iiAdi>*^ore^Wei«']0fi occadoiifoff tryiogtit ^ 'b«r lince it is 
t^oite^tberMrife^'tfiiiee there iMe46iRt^tmth ^^^eo withM the . 
;vergd of the^^-dhuv^^: wfho'bavenot iMch^^rviery^ Offe^oHyoQ 
iia<otic^raeBv:«heinaltetbaia|; ^fiidh tobfe^uendet^ottryt 
Ihriiq8li^tyffbe'4ibdngft#hctfi«^i<lfiekl aiidibtmailkiiabl^ mm 
who want it, and fo ftiall bs damnedi or not; Nay farther^ 
xr-^ ^\ ^hAni cen'tAt k tpdf/rfi^w gnidit|^V&e¥wa4tDs 6f ^ro<* 
ifefToM whxvliavd fsAllf f aWd'thcr^ie^c^ft|ii«ly ^ afC^Be8f• 
< \y «6ncenitfd ftot try! ^mki^r ye'mar ifeMongtbtfifi^*^ 
' Ottr iJorH leiU «i»,>ilmtr. few ih^t W 4<redf Lake /xfiiw n 3 5« 
-iH. Many kfe)e|dled»t>i|»c^iew.ai«'^lit»fefi,*^>^^ xftn..'«4U 
: llipeittfo(rethir9)iw'fe«ribeT«!^«^l nfoy ^aA believe^ are > A* 
rrVcd :anH chsTeo ^9 asd^dotte .Ibafi balii«e'^ bttt O^ey /i;4ioLaae 
l^crt^vfcQ to falvation^ through faadtificatioa of the Spiriti 

ac/d- 
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attS^Miof of tlw'tnift" Npw, hit hot fh 
cremmentof every oneoi yott to be pofttlng the 
ydtiHefvtSf Am lamong tht fewVho believe^ 
^ihd'f 6r*aml not? If we fhoald ,tc!! yooi tl! 
^orfr6m'tlrts1iapfiif God would ftrike fome i^( 
ftqably dead, every one" wodld be anxious . to ' 
^<frc the p^rfdn; and now, when we tell yc 
greater part of chis 'affembly have nothing betwi 
nell but that brittle thing life, were it aot ^ery 
every one (hould put the queilion, Am 1 amo 
"vrhp b^lie^e, and fiiall befavedl or among thii 
believe not, jind coofequently fliall be damned 

4* Con(fider, Ti^i many ha*ve been d^ceiwd 
$€r. xhey^^havc thought that they had faith; 
it is like, hai^e thought fa concei'ning (bem ; an 
licep'fdund <^uite ermferwile in the^hd. T(ie 
thought themielves " richt and encreafed witl: 
4hat they flood itf need of nothing*" Rev. iti. i 
the mean time they wcm " pooc, wrctchec 
blind, and naked/* And our Lord telU ms, ' 
ene that fays. Lord, Lsrd, fhall eiiter into, the 
ilea yen, but he that doth the wiU o/ my father i 
heaven,'^ Maftth. yii. 2U Thii^ ye that ye 
y^ell, others have thought fo likewile, and ha ^ 
taken; and may It not be (o with yoji ? and 
have ye not reafon to^ put the ma|tte|r to tfial \ 
confide ring, 

5» That a deceit or mtftah in: thU m^tUr u \ 
€ohfi^ttence imagindhk* I might enuroerate'^iot i 
bad, deltrudive, and raining confeqoences of it ; 
only name three. (r«) It makes men peglei^ a i 
t]r that is never to lie. recovered again* Op : 
^rawn with a hairy focefrontf and bald behin< 
if 11^ any thing the emblem was ^gniBcant, it is i 
while under the gofpel-difpenfation of noercy, 
portunity oJF making peace \vithtGod)^ aod.of A : 
Eternal concerns ; but if once time be gooei t 
Ao ^Ofe accefs for dinners \q treat with Go 
matter* Wow, a miftaken apprehenfion, tha( i 
lieve',' when really' he does not fo, makes hin 
fgAtfOi «ppofttfttityi this chpic^ fcafon> whid 




0^ WA*N's RECOVERT BY TArrMTN* •CHRIST'l 

be retrieved. Many think they'bdicrc iTlr^adf, and fm- 
put all exhortations by themfelves/as belonging to otiier% . 
.ddd not to* them. (2.) This fntihtke expofe« them to a- 
eonfoandirtg difappoitirment* Itbuoys'thenvop wti^'bope* 
of heaven and happhiefs, fiUs them witK big hopes ami expeo« 
rations of glory* and then horls them ^At^wn headlong into the* 
blacbtft'defpaix, intoincfiraWemifery, ^3.) Thi»roi<lake 
brings upon them eternal and intolecabiey as well as rrref»a«> 
. jxable mifery. It muft ofneccfiity plunge them headlong 
into the pit whence the^e is no redemption. It is not. 
bne's apprehending bimfeif to have faith ; but H is faith 
itff If that faves ; and the want of it inevitably daxins* 

6. Confidrr that it is ^Qur interefi to put this ^matter to 4a, 
fair triaU be the vflue wbat it* will. • S^fne -of yiOO, ir is 
like, may think othcrwife; ye may poffibly apprehend^k 
f4iat it is your intereft to fleep-on in that pkalitnt dreamy 
that ye have faith ; b^caufe if once ye put it to a trial, 
>and ii be found that it, want it, then y« m»ft take up 
with that melancholy concluiiont that ye mud be damned. 
To fuch 1 only fay, in a word^ (i.) This p!ca were forac- 
thing rcafonable, if it were poflible for you to ilecp ever oa 
in this dream ; but this cannot be fo. ' Ye will be obliged^ 
tven though unwillingi to fee and know, before it be 
long, whether ye have faith oj cot. (^.) Ye might fay 
Something for yourielves? if it were poflible for ihofe 
who want faith ever to come by it^ but this cannot be faid- 
But further*- i add, either you indeed have faith, or ye 
want it: and which foever cf the two be faid, it is cet- 
tainly your intercft to put th« matter to a triaL 

If ye want faith, then it is your inteieft to know fo^ 
tuoch,: For, (1.) One of the grcateft ifmpediments will be 
•taken out of the way of your believing* . Nothing t&fo 
great a let to faith, as a groundlefs conceit ,that one has it 
4ilready« {%,) Hereby lijSrwife ye will bc'hdpcd to fee th«L 
jiecelTity of faith. (3.) And this wiir put 'you upon thedili* 
genc'ufe of the means.: and who can tell but the iffue wiU 
*.be comfortable, and what is wanting may be made up thro'* 
the mercy of Crod. If ye contiQUle under this deceit, ye 
are ccrratnly ruined : if ye fee your miftakcj ye have lit 
leaft a pr^ad venture for happinefs. 

Again, ;f ye have fahh, it is pad all doubt yon r ifitereft 
to bring it x^ trial <: For, ^1.) fiefore ye try gndfodtfaat 



refultfi frortr the being oi laith ; fojr Jie tW bi 
-Ido- lk?ed^ but' £bHd ptace «nd comfort reful 
k-ctowtedge of our own faicb. While we knou^ 
have ft^th, we knoV not but the wrath of Goc 
feidin^ d 119 5 we know .not biit wcmay be on 
deftrud^ion j we know not but the Lord may turn 
men t into the pit: and what comforts what 
people have in a inch a condition ^ (a.) Whil< 
hot that we have fatthy God gets not the hdnoi 
YSRhqueftidnabie due from all believe rs# As fain 
fo we are indifj^enfably obliged: to be thankful 
■ iV: bux'thfe we cahnot be till once we know til 
f % kh^ Thtts God is robkrd 'of the gipry due i! 
Ttayy many times he? is ftgnaliy dlfhonoared;- 
tienytng'his goodnefs lothetDr and reioting to ji 
Mrhat he has wrought in them and for them^ ! 
it is ceftftffl, foonef or.ktetr all naud be refcl 
^ueftipn^ whether they do believe or oot ; the ( 
'hi whether h b% o^z inter^i| to be refolitec. 
tfiete is accefs to re^fy what ia found amif^i 
5Bc^hat tipon featch is - found wanting : or after < 
there it no place fbr altering any thing in ; 
I • tion. 

' • '7. The authvrrt^ o/ <7o/ flifould in this m 

^ Wfth yoo, 2 Coft xiti# 5,. m jsxamine yourfclve i 
be in the faith ; prove your ownfelves ; know 
bwnlelvef) how that Jefoa Chriil is in yooi i 
reprobates ^^ God^^connnainds -eyprciilyt navi 
command td' this duty j where4>y he at on« 
l^ckwardnefi to the daiy». and insinuates the 
Und neccffity of it* . ' 

• 8, To add no more-r confider that it is afiro ; 
tht mjant •fjfkith^ to negleB^ oh- enquiry after it. 
ttot judge ^hemfel^S) have reafon to fear tfc i 
be condemned of the Lord.. Such as hav 
prize it highly; and foc-b as do pHze ir, \ i 
^vorth' their while to^ inquire, whether thej 
not* 

SincCf thefly we have made.'it appear, to be i 
fmd deep concernment' to you all. to try this xi 
nowy £or thi^eadi^ .... 




A3t MAN*t ii£cov£RT BY rAinr'm cutosn 

. I. Set by /ome firi$ of fetfom aili90^yo«f)1i']iQ 

all dottbt are unbeliever* . ^ ^ w 

2» I iball (btw /gme faljt m0rh hf mhifiifJhwm 
ccive .themieives. « - ...,,.. ^ 

> I fliall lay- dowa /ame ime mtfis wbtarhf * yto 
kj)Ow cef;aiiily ihat ye do believe* JKo«r»-oi'>thele &bfn§» 
in-order. •,.,>., 

iV(^, We fay^ w>e ihaJt- fet by foiiv^ peti^m who aiCr^ft 
all peradvcDtorey unbelievers. 7ber£ are fome-vis^ ^^^mh^M^ 
^fiftJgo before them into jite^mtnt ; foine upbelie^efs who b«vj8 
ibeir name writ upon ch«ir forehead, itisneedle'^s to telk 
of applying marks to hem* A^^« need a.€>c bid a-dfa<^ft«i 
or a Avcartr try ihemfeivea nhetker they, lelieve or fDX>td 
vtt may leli t ben plainly they do r.Ot b#Ii«ve>^ aiui (baC 
therefore they are ciider the wrath of Gcd. 7heacfot«» 
before we proceed to deal with cloTe hyp^erkesa «l^ba^ 
£ns do fellow after» we (hall ht afide foaic» wkd i^kkQUt 
9U doubt want fakh» and ther^foiei ik ihey"" ccntiiHie in iJiaS 
cliate, fhall be damned. And, - .-% 

I* All of .you who^rc'^r^ i^ormttt M« tebe keckonfd 
among thh fort of perfoos,. How many are -there m4bia 
hoofe, who are groi&ly ignorant of .God, of Jeftu Chfifly- 
and of chemfelvtsy who kaow ho mot^. cf th^fe tfei^fif 
which do belong to their peace, than if they had been i>ona 
in Turkey ! V^'e are grieved to find fuch JglK)rao<^ aiiHK>g 
you. Well, O ignorant fisnersl we tell y©« ^n God>' 
name, ye are unbelievers. If we*fbo«ld-a& yon, whe4i ygm 
come to deal with yea on a fick bed, or a df ath-bed, da 
ye believe? It is (Irange to think with wbatr confidence ^airv 
would tell, you do believe. But flatter not youf owiw 
fejves ; if ye be. grofsly ignorant^ believers you are nor» yom: 
cannot be : For, { 1. ) None can beJieve, ,vnlefs. they ba«e a 
new hearr, and a new fpifit^ivefi.tbem ; faith being a fruit 
of the Spirit in a renewed man» and not ajtuit oi thofldh^ 
or ef a corrupt on renei%ed. nature*: Nowt wherever tbia 
new heart is, there is of neceffity the koowledge oi Godi: 
for a new heart is a *< heart to know God/' Jer. xxLv^ 7*' 
(2.) Kone can believe who know ooaih^ir o^ed. of Cbxafti. 
•* The whole need not a phyilcian, but the fick." Kof 
will ioch as do not know theif difeafer ^ver ciiquire af<-. 
ter one that can cure it. What occaiijoft (hould perfooa 
who are ignorant of their own mifery-fipd. foi.a Savi^ 

our? 




Mr'i^ofthf Atkd Itovi^ cati ^^y eiibrafee himlj 
IribMr ihttlieiir aWHttdi' Ht>r the fermr Wliere 
KiKHPMgeii'l^Mcd&rfr'td fafth/ t^aft ilt is 

^i-'f, '('By fti#krtovrfiedge(h^Unfit irighteoot 
m^tif.'* If it fi^ tnttl mtiHo Ifr %tt 

fi^tthifAt ilonerf alf'pictbiicv^^^hy.flM^^ We*>' 

4hAig« libcfa of ytotf as wer ttias j^^rol^y ignoriintfj 
bfetcdioiiy'td' FaJttf;^ryfe hivr noTcafon i 
lHiv«fi0 H^i^dt ;. 4dd tltereioteijM do i^erofiM 
sm^ wfft bi^ God i. , t^w,. ]f itil whd belbng to f 
ki ffkk co^jji^c^gjAfion* wre ftt bif td a conxcf^^ 
Ittttlmiide^ cff unMUcvtt^ o}& land y6uDg« ^M 
Attd 0;^ftae i' fii3 iight^otild it be, t(xfcc jro*l 
ifelires, and jrfl df yoa .c^rr^i nj apOf^- yoir' this (ll 
t>erni»i)]^ibti ofSatan, Teadjr to' be ieized by hio^ 
i'dners, and ^roft mtt) the pit h 

-a. AH wha are ^j^lj troft^nc^ n^ho fhr< in t 

•ftd cuftotnary pradide or op^n and hotOTioQs fn 

teafl^ered aiDOoift this ftrrt^ '«^ho, paft alt'perad 

uiibelieftnr>. Toe'^fcfiptufe* are ^^ery plain in a 

*haV ft ttnbclicfi if not to dfcny CS6d ?' And fui 

I tof6 fcdkons fuch gs five thus, denycrs of <^o^ 

Wfticbj thai «<-thej|r prbflsfs rb knot^^ Gcd, ! 

Woilcs do deny (i)hi| being abominable^ difob^i 

<5vcry good, work reprobate,** Tiui. 16. Ai 

)»e mofv exi^r^fs to tliis pnrpofe, than wha 

Jinfeir drfcOorfes at great lengtlb; chap. ii. j 

tb<^rfe were, in bkr day who Were profane,, but y 

'^r«teoces-to laikhr Thefe the apohle' there' fmar 

.'sand ^nd^yotir^ to eonvinee theip, that the deV 

as^bodt a tlaim to fatjth is tKey have. •* The 

fayshef veif< 19, 40. "that there h dnd Go 

SifeH;. the deWh alfo believe and tremble. 1 

Icnowi^O vafrt iriatty that faith without wor] 

And vcr ad, "For as the bbdy Witht)at the \ 

Xb faith wirttout wpiks is de&d alfo." And a 

no feiik tx kit; * Lay afide, ihercforfc, O pro 

U 2. 
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your pretences tq faifh. Wiil yf }i^t^I» f«iCf fi^^n* oDvfef^ 
nit oncleanneG, aod yet Pl^tt^niji^lQ,f^t^i,W%\^i^0tit|ip 
Qod be aveoged of fucb beiliA^^fPP^^^f^ ^ ^rl^f^'^ -Svaeit 
be wilj. But to be fofoewbat RU>xe.pai4i4^||^|^l weidnv.r>^ . 
, (I.) Charge foch-of >o^ aa ar« Qiftwtfit^J^r^y y^-\^ 
afide all pietences to faiihg ; Ye.arc c<eipii||Jy^l|ii^»litvj|*$t 
and as fure at tbjc, etechal \^^ HyefVn)2|ll ^ ^S^\^^\%^m^ 
contina^ ia thisjfjpuwr MWefj:. Pixjr I^ ^«^^j|{b^9|lf^ 
age, wbefcia mep ^tt%xfimxk imokraUy NddpJ^^ifi^iAilibift 
the.nariKj.of,q^<); nagr^i^^^Qnly fo, S»?'no|tH;^.f(;|y gl^l,,,ia 
their ibafp^ a$idi)oa|ii(Ql ft,^tb^ t|i^^ can oi^-doxu^erafby. 
£»rC|^l^^gp[^qre and .greater oaths L Be ailoai(bqd| P heavens L 
Be ye vea^y ^eiolate! Hay Anyjbl tbe .nation^ ;r<;if]red tbeia 
godk fo ? The po9r ^mericaij^r who wor&iip^dj^cdf vi^wili 
not treat him fo ill, as a Tet .of fnen oaiied Ch|ii|ti9ips». My; 
more, ^iotmt^i^)^\Si!\z^^ pf 

heaven. O w^at a wonder ^f diijine patie^cii is it,; that 
pod does act dalh down tl£e world ab(>Mt l^H ^W.~^\ foch 
finners, that he jfends them not. aliv^ intfx ^ell|.rO wha| 
hearts! what trembling hearts will iheb ufi^q hair^whea 
ere it be long, they (hall find.Godfliaklng the cartli terribly^ 
when he *"' comes out o£ his place to puniflb t^ro V Siich^ 
mongers as have torn God's name by helliih.blafpheiiiiesft 
how will they look, when the Almighty Ood Iball grafp 
them with his omnipotent arrosi^ and ^Vtc^r them-ia pieces^ 
and there (Kail be none to dcliverjhemi" none ;W 4su:e ii^« 
terpofe in their behalf?. Whar, hearts willr they, have, wh^ 
by their moiiArous oaths have* maiie Godtj* je4lpury }cm^,^ 
againft them, when a little hence his wrath will flame fo' 
iiigh, as. to diffolve the elements with fervent heat, and 
poar down ihc vifible heavens like fp, much hiiling lead 
upon the heads of fuch God-^da/ing finncrs ? Would, to God; 
there were no fuch monfters'in this congregation ; non& 
foch hearing me this day> ^yho boaft of ajad.glpry m iheir- 
fwearing. if there be an;' (vch monfters here,, I.doi,by;tfae 
ftuthoritv of the great God, charge fuch .^ith?.r: |o repeat of 
their impiety, or to 'be goDe,.and.7eaye this ^fembly. J 
know no place meet for fu H an'one but h'elL Rut it is like 
foime of^ou may blefs yourfelves in youtovy,3.he^rt*S|..whcn 
^e hear fuch things, and f^yj.yc do hot fvi*ear fuch rapn-- 
^rous and horrid oaihs. Ay,, but if ye, fweir/habiioally 
the lefleroaths, we bidyoui. io the J^oxd's name andadthor*. 





hsr^ W fMfi i«JV Pjcicnccr tq, faith.— Sotw 
fwtajr by your faith upon every turni anf 
tQi. iakt\ .ia..Chrift. They who ji^ve tattti,.; 
tfM. iwe^fM ilf.. .. A»<^ ["ch^^ do cuftom/ 
|iiu(}i>,,px<layi conic leacei I^are ailerc. to be li 

b^W^C i^-Chriil will not make, fp light of ^ 

j|a tp. baffle it, uppii ev«ry occados i, noc will ii^^i^re 19 
^nialws that an idol which ,i^ ^; grace}, the chief* glocy 
M/htf^qi ih- to ^baTe.tJie cre^f.urt^, ^nd to exalt Go^, . 1# 
iW«ar..b};.faitht ot^y^ confcicnce, is ^o put tfcem in God's 

. jdcad.: . 9f}d that ti an indignityj whifh Qod m\\ by po nieai|# 
^far w^^r ior. he bais, faid|. he << will not give his glory to 

■: f npthejc'' . ; Tius. fia is .becopi^ fo .. common a^d^^ eofi^qou^ 

j:y».tliat tbere is but little hopes of perfuading people t9 

Jbave*. it«. upleiis God by a,^{txQog hand, do it. Bu^ iinc^ 

webfiv^accaHon to fgeak. of Cwearin|;» I (hall only add 

V few wor^^s to fuch of you as are gmlry^ fi,} Go4,has 

taken ^hcpunift>ment otfwearersinto his owahand.-. Men 

*commonly< let fuch eaiUy pafs; Bi^tGod h^ faid* he « will 

not hold them guilUefs J! Ot.) It i$^ fin that brings rujnbot 

.ouly ppoa panicular perfons,. but upon families** yThc 

.i£ytng roil thai.isi twenty cubits long,; and ten cubits- broadt 

^d full of curfesy. enters into the houfe of the fwtcareo and 

dieftrpjjs jt with the timber and ftones tbereofi and ^wtry 

.pi^e ibaris gniliy* Oiall.be cut off^** ?cch. v, 3,4. (3.) It 

is one of the iins that brings defolating calamities upon oa^ 

[tipnsj and, makes the land. mour% Hpf iv. if 3.* ^4,,) So 

'hateful is. this (in to God» that he ihreatens fuch as.kiiow 

•any %o be guilty of i', and conceal ihc fin, Lev* y. u -J' And 

if a foul nn» and bear the voice of fwearing, and is a wit- 

neAi whetbqr he hath feen or known of it; if he doth 

not) utter it, ^hea fhall he bear his ipiquity/' It is not 

^O^ugh to . forbear fwisaring^ bat we qfiuft profecute the 

: Uf) Vnitem ferf(ipj^oi which tBcrc ar^ feoc^many in, this 

.'cbngregaiionp,, are all to be reokone4. apjqngft the. ujibo* 

lievers, - Th^defiloda^^ the .unbelieving are well pur to- 

f ether by the atpoftlc^, Tft, i. 1^^' If he works of the 
elb^aje enun^enited'^ Gal. v. 19, ^c. ; and uncleapnefs leada 
the'van. Such of you as live in uncleapnefs, are pad ail 
doubt in the flelh, yet under tl^ ppwer pf, .unbelief \ lor 
. ihfjr tbai do believe,, or arc io; ^hjrjft X«ft«» ^\ fcavf.,crjj. 
... ' cificd 
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\y) ■ DniiiatJi, in rttn doye pretend tofahhj jftn^ 
«nhtli9«e[-*i and Ihall have ywt pan etcrpiliy wkh itieaist. 
h'ya took the foftclted lid, ye Will find your noieMMpgft 
tfie ted. Ye are not in Chtift Jerm; fvr the; wlia vrt- 
in ChriB Jefiw dw not <• walk after thfc (Wh,. btit iftef iB» 
fpiriti" Roni. viiL i. NoVi to t}iU i:)ar8'of iiiibeliev«f» 
belong! (I.) Such i» dp fpcod and lia&irmdty ttifoir awa^ 
th«ir time in ale-hpurc). A0>nf tfief^ there is-'a- wo^ 
deoMneedi lia. V. ri, it." Woe utito thcia tbat iire up. 
early in the merrting that they may fo!1ow ArOtig-dnfikc 
ifa t continue until night tilE vine cni!aaie< themv MtA 
the harp Mi<f the tiolj the tablet and the pipe> and w4ti^ 
qre in their fcafli : but they Kgard noMhe tt4ik-<(ft&e 
iiordt aeithaf confider the opemion of .hit hands/' €ojmer- 
i( may bet will not be put by themfdvei with dtinle^ 
'yet they fpcnd their time ordinarily in- the. ale-libDlev 
Such petCffns are to he reckoned' amoDgft thefe unbelicvt 
en, irtipfe god u Theit belly> iriioft glory ia in their 
Iham^V **hQ ntind earthly thingi." (t.}^uch as do atMift 
themselves fa. with dTinK) ;that ibey lofe the ufe oF their: 
reafon : A^fin fu abominablcf and more than bcaftly,' tbn- 
II 19 a wonder how a inao can be guilty of it ; it being fitjch 
an evil that we cannoc find the like of it among the- 
-beafts. {iij Such, as go to that heighij ai to glory jni 
tlictr drinking, Tgatnft (hem God proaonncM r woe, ITa,. 
V. SI. " Wbe apto ihem that are migfiiy to drinfc wine, 
and taen offtrength to nringle Arongdrink/' i^) A foit 
•f tinners that {ecm to oat-do all the reft , belong to thfa, 
«Ur3,. and that it, fuch as have the heaven-daring boldnefi, 
10 lempt others lo get drunk, net fturing the burfe gf Gttd 
-riist is denoiiKcd' againft fiichi Hab. ii'. i ;.' '* Woe' ontb- 
bira that giveth hit neighbour drink, that pjiUeft.thyiiot. 
-tic to him, wuf lilakeft- him diilnkeirairoi that thou nfayeftt 
-look upon his ndkednefi."' God lliie^tcni^iit thf follawit^ 
-iVrTe' of thai diMteti that the .cnp of his right- bitMli thcr 
%op of hisfaty, ftiall be tuinetf unto &ct). Mcwiil iDike 
them eternally to drink of the cnp of his 7tath, jcsi, itB- 
■very dregi thereof. Whoever they ate in this c on g re gat ion i 
thai belong to tbn foit of men. we charge you to lay afidc^ 
hDcUtm ibfaiikt. Untultctcir ydb'arc': and if yedofln*' 
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Ibf •' yniHipfeH'f 9 th»€ ye do believe notwithfta i 
deceive yoarfelveSf and ruin your own foiil^* 

• 1(4.')'iWfMfwafe -fcoW by ar uiibcJievc: 
96t tbe«cht}dien of God, but of the d«vit^ ' 
tfsrneepon their forehead* and do exa^iy i 
fdi'o 'was »l!«r ffom "^the beginning. They \ 
aefatosthe God" of truth. 'Therefore every ^ ! 
eih and maketh a lie (hall be excluded ftom 
xxin' 15..' Infiaef- to.ihis ibrt belong thelve 1 
evil'-fpealcc^s^ deceiver^^ Sabbath.bfeakersi Sn : 
Mjtc opicnly* pfo/af)e» and fo, . paiV ail. pej^dvt i 
ijevers* ' We need nor endeavour to find iht 1 
efftt feareh^ tiMhe^^ theie evidence&.are to bp' < 
hfttd by eWry pne^ Buty hefides the gro i 
iMkd openly profslney 

• 3«. The iakiiaal tt^gU/iers Qf/tcrei duties^ p : 

K^ety are lobe fei aiide from, the number : 
lyer ht Hi may- {b fpeak» the yttf breatli 
cct^ttkre ;.. as.foon as i» is cr^ated», it prnys i i 1 
(kere.is 'an *habitftal negledV of decree ptrayer>. 
ia»tii» A^ifc thefonM here {bsneoLypu^ who \ ' 
fffut hiEfd;in the moming, and go ttv yoor woi • 
etbow^Ajknee to God ; andju&fo. leave, it at i 
•lid hAV€'tktvtr one cb^k nom yoot coofcii 
fhis'^ . If there be*any Imoflgfl yoir who do ne; > 
Wt charge ypa to lay aftde all pretences to fait] 1 

• 41- All that exfii^ -/« /</ hea^ven hy ibtir o<wm 
^trdttfU'ss ace to be. fet afide as unJbelievcra,. 
cfthis<congrtgatio^ivai;t' there* who*, when, iht 
loti)ewhi>pe»of JboAVicn} bay e. nothing eife to 
hopes vpoor but fhei c religious performances h 
ignorance! yonrow^n- duties are tbua made « 
A certain and fiifepioef that ye do not belie v^ 
. Theftand Aot a few others^ are unt^oe^ioni"' 
cfs* Nowy.ibt aiide thegrofsly ignorant, ih< 
•cgleftera of fecfet praye/,. and fuchas redi 
for m«wea for hciaveoi we fear the gceateft p^ 
femMy might b^fet.aii4e« Having now namji 
of perfons, who* without all, dovbt are tin! 
|bc»ref0i9 4i«vie ase letr xf^ - poition in Je(asj 
mhOf Mfikty c^UQtiA in that (tate^ .fliall ha( 
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don affigned them in utter' dark nef^i with hypoert^t att# 
tinbelievers ; we (hall proceed, ' * j 

Seecndljfi To take notice ok fame falfe marksy wHet^f^ 
people judge Of themfelvcsy and conclude tbej have faiil^ 
while indeed they have it not. ' ' ■ 

I. It wiJl not be a fiifficient proof tfiatyc have faitb^ 
Aat ye think fit arid confidently /tfj^ fo, Thiii ift-it that 
iftany of you build opon» your own confident a^rtion o^ 
i^ upon nO other account, but only that ye think (6^' ''Whci* 
We a(k yon, Do yic believe ? you win feadHy reply, Yea* 
indeed we believe; and if wc further put yott-toic, asfo! 
rhcgrotindofyoufaffcrtioni we (half frnd noihiftg bat tW 
f&me thing toldui 6tfcr again with ccyrtfidciice; we 1ietieV49|» 
God fOfbid we ftiortfld not bcHe*'e. Nay,, it nVay befcwi^cr 
will fay, " Though he flay us,, we witt truft In h»«.***' 
"fhis wet have had told xss from perfonawho wcrt as. far 
froraf faith as the Turks are. We intreat you-, in the fear of- 
the Lord, hazard not youc fooh open* ftrong fancy that y«- 
Raye /aith ; for we affbie yotr, in the LorcTs name, tltaa 
Ais is a falffe rtiark : for, |t.)' Where there are.leaft faiths 
A«re is ufually inoft confrdchcei Where fait hi*, at oeea^^ 
fionffaholy^jealoufy, which otheis know nothing ctf? foitlK. 
ftiakes fucti difcovcties of the deceit fulnefc of the hearty aft- 
makes the fool fofpe^lf irfelf,: {^) Onr Lordi pofitivelja 
ftiysi *• That not every one that Tay«, Lord, Lotd» ihall^ 
pnfer into the kingdom of heavenj" It is not eveiry or*- 
that thinks a'nd fays he belie vcs> that -wilt .be- ownc4 a» a 
believer; ' Ye think ye life life ve ; ye- Oiy ye do id: welff^ 
others have both thought and faid'fOf who yet are' in helU 
^ur Lord telk us in Matth. vii. if^- t/ik that many will 
meet with a fearful difappc^ntment :' He will nott own them,- 
noT theirfaith, but ftnd them and it together to* the pit> 
tellingithem that he knows them not. But, 
' ' 2. some think they believe^, becauffj-lthejr have w dcuhts^ 
and never had any, about the truth of thcgo^Jjel,- their par* 
4bn, and acceptation with God, through TefasChri#« Bue 
take. heed, to yourfelves, that ye do not natter yenrfelvei 
6pbn this groondi for it is a &lfo one/ Ye fay, ye never 
4'oubted, therefore ye. believe. But, 
* fii) What if we ihould fay i^t'the «atotr»ry follows f 
¥e never had dt)abtr, therefore yo do* norbcHevew * W« 
^ght (ay fo on better grounds ; for want of doubts may 

flow^ 
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Aowy [i.J J^rom unconcerBcdnefs about the 
gofpel. Ferfons hear of a thoufand tbings> ai 
at pains to be. any wife faus£ed> whether the; 
fyltt'i begaufe ttiey are jiot concerned* If we 
a man in America that has a vaft eilatei and 
Itucr we will never fciopie the truth of it^ efpe 
^i^ho tellitare but oi ordinary credit; but it u 
that we £Ould never be malataiaed, unlefs w< 
^k that eftate» and that the owner is willing : 
4IB what we need for out ufei we would fopn I 
little more fctupulous upon the point, and wool 
1^ report fo ea(tly» but be apt to entertain a 
,|ttGioiis thoughts about every <circumftance d 
Juft fo it is wiih the moft^part of men and <wonx 
ter before us : they do not know their need oi 
do not know but they may be^abjeto do their 
wellenough mithout him .; therefore they are 
to inguire aaurrowlyi and to be iatisiied as to 
the go(pel- reports they give it credit^ from 
duUty* becaufe they do Jiot know tiieir own 
in it> but were they once fatisfied about their 
in ir» they would have* more doubts about ir* 
fslainiyitobe the cafe of tbefe» when God a\ 
^i «confcienGe. While they Heep on in their natu 
and fee not their need of Chrifty they can eafil; 
iChey thinky th^e truth of what the gofpel report 
.him : but as foon as they .are awakenedy and be 
iiow much depends upon ity then they find dc 
rife. [.2*] want of doubts may JQow irom a 
ignorance «f (he myflery of the gofpel." ignc 
have not their thoughts esrercifed about Chrift, 
lency. of his perfoby the neceiEty of his deatl^ 
virtue and efficacy of it* as meritorious of paiifl 
tisfadory to the jufttce of God ; and therefo|^ 
.^culty in giving a fort of an affent to, or ii 
queftiuning the truth of the gofpel* And tn 
lo perfons' confident reliance on Chridy or hii 
out any fcruplcy that they fhaU be faved by hij| 
from ignorance of God's holinefsy and their o(i 
They think fin no great mattery and there foa 
may be foon reconciled to them. From thjl 
4itiier like ca&fesi may it.proceed» that ye wal 
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that ye are fo eafily farisficd aboat this matter; ami from 
th6 confide rattoA of thefe caafes, it h app^ehtj that wittSt 
of doubts as fo the troth of the gofpel- report, and wwak' 
of difficulty in'the^beJicving of your own advantage hyiti 
Is rather a lign that ye want faltbi than tbat ye have It;* 
Further, it is plairi/ tliat where perfons have juft^ftiTpfcfii 
ons of their own finfulnefsj ^n<5 of G6d*s holirtefs ; of tber?' 
own mcanncfsi of Gc^d*s greatnefs ; of the hatefiiF'nkfere 
of fin, and the ftated aver^on and 'frreconcileable hatred' 
God bears to it ; it will occafion diftctilty ia believing thl^ 
truth of any way wherein a finner may be admitted 16 the 
enjoyment of God, and confcqaently fomc difficulty an 
hazarding a reliance upon it : confidcring that there Is tia* 
totally much darkncfs and Wfrakncft in the mind of maa 
fince the falU But, p'afling this confide ration,' we fmyt 

(2.) It is evident, that a great many^ who have no doubts,' 
are yet unqueftionably onbelicvcrs, becaufe they live in 
grofs ignorance, and in the habitual pra^ice of kno-a^n ffni* 
In one word, ye who think ye have faith, becauf<^ ye have 
no doubts, are like to deceive your own fouls ; for I make 
no doubtff there are not a few in hell roarmg out with 
intolerable pain, who never doubted but thejr had faith, aifd 
Ihould be faved, till fad experience convinced them 
that they were damned.— The fcripture, and the expcfi- ' 
cnce of the people *of God in all ages, makes it plain, anj 
jnconteilibly evident, that they who do truly beKcve, find 
difficulty in doing fo ; and they who never found any, 
have never yet fecn that «* the carnal mind is enmity againft 
God, and is not fubjed) to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be." They are the whole perfons that need not, and 
.will never come to the phyfician/ Where there h afty 
thing of the carnal miad remaining, there will be f^ili 
found difficulty in believing ; unbelief will ftill be ^ith'^ 
neighbour ; and where there is any thing of God's marvel- 
lous light in the foul, this unbelief, and averjioD to belier- 
ingf willinmore or lefs be difccrncd, 

3. Some conclude that they themfelves and others haire 
faith, becaufe they an moral and civi/p zn^ bia/hete/s ift 
their external comjerfation. Nothing more common than to 
call a civil moral man, a good man, and to conclude all it 
right with him. This is a mark whereby tnany judge, and 
judjge amifs, of their owacflatc, and Of theeftate of others : '. 

for 
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fbkU^'iB one tkftti will set aU^c ibe teft of Gi 
-m^ wmgh it Ml tiitt balaace of God*« fao^ 
iw<ifier?>ir/ Qponic«<^ Wegrtat indecdt (i«)v, 
sy-dificaUe ta Aa men non} and blamelefi m[ 
iaMom It ii al tbtnf . praife-iwor^* becaoie 
«c£i«iaom!ft'Siftn;: it wcra to be wiihcd T 
flMwetof. it iii the world ;.tlietefo«e ve ihaU 
«Kl€O|iM^an)r»ff0iiiiablaaMlert walk* ,(a«) 
MMKOfalttjt Of pfofiiiitMlt.u.a faie naik oi 
^aitli* fittt becaufe froUme and immoral wnji 
iMliovot w€ aadk «ot thctefott ccmckidOf that I 
laoc tbiia> Momoraldo belie v£. For> iHHsri^ 
wlMt baa been iaid» we (ij^ [r«] Thai .a d 
bkuoeldsf^ fobeci and civU* as to hia escer^al i 
whotM fofai frmo fiitth» tbai he maf be bat 
BftUi d^homoft abominablocvib,: pti^may reig 
lMttoii^votldly«jBi|idediit{H.cov)Py difcontent» i 
Tlwre are ^o foru o^li^fpokeo of bj the ap 
ii» .f* «« AiwMig wbQfl^al^o^we all had o«r con 
tioae paftf .in the loftt of our fiefhi fulfilling t 
tiie.fle(h.aad of thermiiKit and w^re hy natut 
dan of trtathf even a» otbe|i«'* Here the a 
tBa.t» endcsftaodv tbajt there are defires or liifta c 
9 wdlaai^che fleib ; and that ibe fiklBlltag th 
thr mind*, or of the fie(h> proves a man a ehil ! 
attd ib void of £iith« ThexiTil noral mani it 
filanottbe onet .bathe majr be fulfilling the ^ i 
p«riik etemaUj. [a.] So fat ta amosal'^civU 
MiAh or^rom beiog a figo of faitbi thai it has 
ia nuiaf lieathens» who never ^heard tell of fa' ; 
ilbad in heathen, darknefa^ qiiite ignorant cf i 
tiN» iwaf' of falvatiob by him. j|3»] So Ear i 
iog.ai fi^ of faithf '. that in msmy n has been f 
Isdhindjanca to faith ; inafmvcb as they i^ve i I 
Car as ta ky wreight upon if» as did the pr« 
Lttkd sviit. 11* The eyes of tbou&nds are 
with theit own bUm^flhefi, that they can fee i 
the fi|^Ottfisers of Chrift : and this is .defti i 
nally to their foals. Believe iu that a mora! 
b^iBoleisinaA.io his external walk> may be ai 
a«i may be damnedt A profane man walks i 
avovedfya as Jt.wcfei.on the road, tp thcLpi 
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biolamon's ^mplc maOf fays to'etetfaonef tliat hsiia; ftott 
hut a civil many maf be gvtng the fame road ; and ii a 
xnaa have no mare, he is fumlf in the rcttdto. eternal dsoi* 
fKRioDy at well as the other; hegaei*ofily> if. I nai^ifo 
fpeak, ifradaaaer path to rhepit» but will «s:certaini]r< 
(xnne diither : O that we could get that fond t coBOCft ^jma^ 
ifhed the worldy that there is no tncire>4npqisiTed. to.noake m 
rnao a Chriftisin bat inotalit^'. Fiatternoc yomMvaaa^tJiia 
.is not fattb : I afiiire yoo» you wilt be made to fee fo T»m 
xtay- ti> your coft* : - .^ .* r 

' 4 Otfiera \k^vt fimt anjotiMimgu b^r foAe cMmmm tosebcft 
and motions oi the Sptric of -Gody andnherefoic' coaolodffr 
shat they beffOvd) JAd have faith ; efpecially if the« enfoe* 
^oy thing like fieace afier them* The occaion of .tins> 
miflfike is> that w^ca the Lotd irotks ^tt work «yf'faiti» 
with power in the foul, be ^segins his work by csonviftctii^ 
iitsn.of fin« &ut it is a Yciy perrerfe and dbngeriwa con&f 
Qu;:n:» to conclude from thencet chat faiih is -whtsiB tbsie 
Mt convi^fons. For, (i«) The woffi of mtm may h^v^ 
anA have ha^ eoovi^ns.- J«ds9»' Fiiatcr Simon, ^^gnsi^ 
and a great many others, had 4K>(bm8 : Ml ^ castvidiciv; 
«nd y«r, pail alt peradventbret weve 'Ui4ielieveitr and- timt 
ef il^w^rttfofl* (a*) ill tnen may grow wor fe by e m wr ifti ^ 
otts. IVIany are fa far from betftgbettered4}y them, trcml»iRS 
brought to Cbrift by them, that they are^pnt favth^r fron. 
liim, and that' fetctal ways*: x*'Some, by th^ircoavicriMi. 
ate driven from grofstins tomorefecret fitit, fronrptolaae*- 
neffr to rooriitty, and hold tliefe ; and tbeir. laft 4a&>isi im 
ieveral tefpedl, worfe thao tbeir firft ; ^sisplasn ftom wbat 
has been difcouried above, a. Some, by . meant of eoBvio» 
aron, have the fiits of their whole life aggravnted more gritv* 
cnifly than dtherwife they would hate btea/ Siosagoiidft 
light are the greateft of fios; and fofne'conttnae ail t^r 
life long under a continual victffitode of (m tad cvmvidion ? 
they hold on in finj though they hate Irom time eo 4»ifie 
dreadful thrdws of convidion.' Some- perfdns we bate 
Icnown this v/>^y exercifed all ^thctr Itfet y«a» pttfol^s^4>f 
great knowledge) who ha\re bten fo far from belfig^ but' 
from their fm by convi^2oas» that they baveoalyfetttd^to- 
aggravate atid enhance their gutlr. 3; Some others^ aro^'fo 
far Tora bebg ledioChrift by their c<^avi6lions,ihai''tlie)r> 
0iitke a Chrilt i?t their c<»:vidions^ 'aad cccdude aU ts well 
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«iitll xhtm^ beoaa/e diejr 8i«.c«i?iiA»d> ^ix 
^rthcT* Thoy itbipk God loves. i\tm t»cs 
dealt wa^h.ihem; little, oiinding^ that^ God'a 
ftafnjriayear with tb« old wcMrldr aod tben d( 
ai-Uit. .5« Others there arcy-whorbv defptfio 
•ing'comri^lioai^'pave the,ivay fot ^theMfdvci 
fMien^^f. and a beAndlefs lilwrty in iinning ;* i 
lDg/tbcaifelvc& osdcr c^nvkUona^ .they proi^li 
liKn^np taubo srafrs of rlicir owo iieafts^ 
«^they kjiow Ood^ theydo ii6c woilhip him a 
i#jeJie gtv€&.thesav -«p tor vittei>r«fi|;^«o«iu»^' Roi 
!]rhs».w3s the anhappy.-:caie. oi jnany-itLthft hi 
mui? Lmay fay is the ^Mtic of .nMHty^iiii t^e^.O 
likewi&» 5« C<mviciions.fBany tiaiefiftefaiiDJ 
tfbi derail ; aod.fb ^hv«ry:»a:en t:ead]^g toh 
Iningilig then, into the^ wwy Jo. he'aten> drt 
thedeviV when they iboold ceme-ta Chtid, 
lir|^ J^judfts and fate^ t>to«5» > . . c 
V Jb finite m iDtnKU yooKll^DOt fix^tr yodxic 
'tJoosiiiEe no good ^£gn of faith*.. . 1 k^o^ feme 
ant of.Godt that ths^ ^ftssjifa to. mock. .And^d 
the Lord favtaga to a coovifUoit of. Hn^ as n^: 
nictaiicboiy* , To fnch- i Cay, .if ye silver ktv 
iot fiiif' ye never knew cosvcrfioD; ^aix) ^^nlci 
idnced .of ^^. aad awakcoedt yc ^U cever h 
Ikail Deter te^faxed ; and. to lai^h.st ctavi^i 
*%h of one. that treve*-licd ^dmir :;iiTrt-ea -lits 
itt mant reft .upon eontiifieionSf eliber as eoov^ 
%i» of faith; Ibrtheteare^^aiidaocc of co&vi 
Hherr. there: is^ not one. grain weight of faiibi « 
fluU be. .£f)ery bofism there is iull oi ccsviA 
«U -ate anbtlievefsV and as many of. them a 
the gofpcl) are dameev^ for imbrlief. 
t- . (5*)- Some: haue inon»tiidg$iofiih$ thw^s rf Qj 
fore- toflclsde >U»t they^ do belie^i^ :. they i| 
ktter . of dia go^ely . and h^ieibrco inftiajtai 
eonVerfir^. aaui) the ^xiififitlBcA .0f (fliaftexs ai 
tbefefoae Jhey hiefs themfci«es in their owdi 
the jod^meota of.Godaftdrn&naced agaiaftj 
aodr fvheo they ai»bid.bdieve» they put ^e '^ 
theit)« thinking.' thati they beitete aidteady « a^ 
w«U with thf m.. Thla.it. a daogeiQ«a4raAa|| 
a I . 




s^4 KAN^t AKOVmRT Mt FAITH W CHRim 

many poor foak. Wb do indwd* gfsm»' tbst' tiitre b «•" 
•fiiith withom kaowkdge» ami. ilieftfaw h&fe alreaip Ul^ 
a^ecbe tfHOMHU jm »Bbtlfcvci»; but tve mm &r teoi .fi« 
•lowiagtbat knowk^ k a fate fign of fatih. Forr>(i«) A 
^reat dtal flioie of the knowledge -of «ho g^fycl tka» 
•even maof ttite beikvcca have» ma^.lie attiSMd ivkks* 
•Oat »iv fpeeial aid oi aiiftaiice of the Spkh of God; bpt 
faith' it not to be obiaiiied jaiifaaot tka ffgceial lOperataoaL . of 
tbe Spirit. Hence it ke$Mtd, ^» the laitk of the of»raeiott 
.of Qodf and the work of faiibf that ss^wfooght^yAtlie ck^^ 
.iCOBdiiig gieatneft of God'iifOMref/'CoLii. ia« aTli^flli. t|* 
£pk* i. 19. {a.} Que may have mack knowledgr« aiid yet live 
^n ojpeo fitolwsaeAf, and tke comnnmd pradtioe of kaoi|r» 
iios; wkkk U otterly ioooi^ftcot^ leith the leaik ^rk joi 
^vtoggtaee* (5.) Anoi^iie«^f<a9o)r kave fuchmoMafttn^ 
oi the knowledge of Cbrtft» and of the vay ^ fidaatiMi 
kf hiai^as to beakle ioiiiAio^otkers.iittlie kaoirledge.of 
kirn : Judaa had rtitt> and yet, wanted iaitlw Naff (4*! 
One may not only be capable of teaching: -otbewtr but nggr 
earen excel othersf and be eaunentiot. fuck gifta as aie.oiF 
ah for tke edikeation of the cbnach^ and yet be ^void . of 
&nng knth^ no donbt J odaa was. beyond many otheis ^ 
being a difciple of the ktf^ft fi»r»» be bad gtfuki^niniftM 
ble flseaforct bai no giaoe* Bot wbat noed>i ivy nooae npcW 
this bead i tke de? ili no do«bt» kas moas kaowled^ ^ 
nod infight into the taf^tty of tke gofpeit *t to theietfot^ 
.ikanj)eibqps.a*y^nsir^in»rdrT^nid yetlutt a kHei fall of 
j:;uU«vi ^ttr> andirreconciiei^leieonikvtoit^ Mm^aflot 
ike fimie manaef^may ImYeikeit beads foil of notions olirmk^ 
and be peifnAly void of fa vk»g gfnce i like tbo toad^ whieh has 
a preciottt tone s» ic» heady^andyet baaiia body foil of potion^ 
6. Kveey foti of nMcerm ^tkomi/it^imim is not a&flotsBa 
eyidenee of faith. Soomk have Com* ooncetDj^ and are fonio 
way thiragbtfol atont ial««tlon» and nboat imedoni faook 
wiatbt. and yet 1^ ftraooeii to» and nevtf eonie the length 
of the preeioas fakk el God^ elea.> O whni n lengdi 
n^ent tbe young roan in tbogolpek in bia eoncem aboet 
ftltatioo i wie may lbe"the biftory» Nkrttlu xm. 6. Ao» mn^ 
Mark x. 1 7. ^Howp I (bail take notice of fevot al evidenees 
of fome eonoem nbent fabrauon in his condnA^ to let ye» 
fee that aH coooefnabootfaiiralidn wiUnotprp^wyou foalba- 
Uevers^^ -(i.) Menwi fe^fiUe. tbanit .wnsno&aiQ'^ enj^* 

went 
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MAIL'S ItECOVEItY BY FAITH IN CHE 

(ftent of a|)refeitt life thst could make him ha 
K he was a yootig ftian, as^Mark tdU os» a yoi 
had the advantage of a fair eftate^ and a roler. 
trs; yet he had fomething more in view than i 
poral lilici it was eternal Hfe ht woiild hav< 
Was his ietife of the worth oi etei<D»l life, nrn 
of ft) notwithftanding his yoathy heithht 
weahhf that he had ftrong defires after eterm 
the whole feries of the hiftory makes cvidei 
defires were not mere (lagg'fh wifhes :: they 
a cof)cern about the means whereby this life « 
tained. This was'the queiltoii he came to our 
«» Good Maftcr," fays he, «« what-<gdod thin 
fhati may inhesit eternal Hfe?^ (40"A«'^ 
he had pradtifed* The poor mran knew no* n 
oommafids) and that they x>ught'to be kept 
he had kept^ and that tmiverfally^ wkh^nl a 
df any them» and thftt with diligence and 
«< All thefe have Ikept) cndriiat from royyoB 
it Qftiirerfalityt iiitgcneey and contiiinance. 
tt fenfe of his own Tgnorante'r he was jeiilous 
ifefa of hts knowledge* and that be yet lackec 
(6.) This ^(nfs did lead htiii ro-fe^ek ait€r, a 
flroid^ton; he 4:fliroe'to the Tight hand, Ghriff*. 
he came, every tWng in- his carriage di(bovci 
«$oncern ;: Fir/ty He comes 'ronnrag> he was af r 
ih a roiftake, he wa^ defirous to be intormet 
iwo together made Mm rtin, Secondly f He too] 
ntethods to obtain his defire at Ch rift's hand ; \ 
ah epithf t importing mnch' refped^ to him, • 
wiFHng. « Good Mafter," fays he. (Maftc 
his abilit)v and (good) at bis willrngnefs t iA 
Mack ttib UF^ that he kneekd to him. (8.) j 
concern for falvationr that he refolved tdfei 
that was enjoined him. He knew of no refei 
heart* The words lay pkinly,^ to any one 
the import of there) that the man had a re 
-«ny thing that was enjoined him. He knew 
was any thing he would not do, «* What (ha 
he» He was refolved to decline nothing thi 
defired to dD> in order to obtain eternal lifet 
ikr did ho go in concern for falyatiost 
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3^6. UAK'i RECOVERY BY -FAITH IN CHRIST." 
ikon gf it ; at fiit as hit coacem bpugbt bioii it. MMv 

aoiia faith { he f;ll Ibgrt of that. NOm'« ycwha tUrnlo 
ihat yc believei liacaub je have fonic GOocern.-abotft' yotw;.' 
fault and eiernal lite, do ye toroe ibia man'* length } 1 feat- 
few of yau can tmy, ye do ; and yet ye muft and will wl't' 
Vance tariheri if ye hat^ faitiii aod be favcd ; few tUt^ 
inao and Chrift patted, and we never bearof their jDcefing . 

?. So<ve /ly ia iearing tht imrd, /omt afeaittt f «Wi . 
diiight in lb* giffit repart tviumiitg Chrifix bk BOt fuffiCi*''f 
cnt iiuikt of Uiih. Many peoplci efpecUtly of the youn{.>i- 
er fortt we ready to naiftake t hit for faiths or »fuce figM4fr' 
faith i ibqrefotei lo ondcceiie ibcin, we fhftU '.(hetr^' 
I. Wbeocc it it thai people iikc it tot faith, or «i cvidettcv - 
of it at lead. %. Whence thii- may atife that raaj' oocsfioa 
tbefe flafbet of teadcH)«f«..-whetc iheie it no faitb.. 3. Iha*. 
^ il i> iodeed no ign of U^th. 

* . At to ihr^r^ li it no great wondat it fhocld be mifia}it» 
/ar^Vi, or an evidence of i'f il we sonGdcr. (i.l Tb*' 
flaie of the .perfnn in whotn faith i* oioughti anddw fiaie 
of tfie foul in which fach flathet of affection and tendeiflcf*' - 
are ordinsrily wmog4ii. When ibc I^rd'worka faith, he- 
wofkt coniri£ii''i> ti> clrar the way ;. fo> ufwaUy ihefc flafliea- 
folluw. fomeco.nviAioni and awakeninp.. {%,\ A^ faiih i» 
wrought) and comci by heating of -the wetd* and by the . 
Epitit of God't coflcutriiig with U> powetl To- thcf^ flalhek 
a;c occalioHcd by the wo»d„»nd by the oper«<ion of ihe- 
S^rii, thttugh hot a, comraun ope'taiien, giving fonie Aiper* 
£ciiil taAe and rclifh ot the fweetneft 01 heaven^ thingt* - 
(3.) At faiih, when wrought in the foul, gluet-ii,. a» it- 
were, to ihc pfdinancet j to the- ufual effiffl of thefe laftei 
isi z gieat and ilroeg drlite aficr the orilinancvg, which 
maket thei^ a>uhipl/iiut)Ct, and deliglitin approaching to 
Cod. (4.) Atfath maketihe fool feek beyond the bare 
perfoimance of duiies. for comnvntoQ »iih Chrifi in- the 
oidinancck; fa petfoD> who have fuch flafheti may find an 
anfatiafirdnefv wiili-ihe ordinances, when the) find nstlbat: 
fume relifh as furmeily. Any one that conlidett duly thafc: 
tliinj», will thtuk.it no wondet to bnd (hat ibete a'* mif-' 
lakf t in this matter. 



that jO^whkh believers find opos their beltevir ! 
w^.^Mki^^ we ihaU 'fixui /oroe one'oro'iher ; 
lovrtnj' pairttcularsy ot at leaft a concarrence : 
tKefiry to liave an iiiikiettee'. ttpon^thofe 'perfeiis> i 
du^bn of thefe tSk^*^ ( t«)« Norekyv The t : 
goipel are neMrmsmyrtitiH^ to-|>eople : 'and new 
pecially: when of foeh a ; nature' chat the/ thre i 
httrty batt on the contraiyi emmencly promoee i 
tage, will' very readily work trfion oor aCedion i 
fome deHghti which longef caftom and acquaii i 
abatew (a*>: These may be lomecbiag in a pttU i 
ftancei»wbtcb faliingin with the^propoTal of the < 
of the gofpelf may readily ocealloa thofe flaflies 
nefft we ate now dtrcoorAag oft as-f&r iiiiliine< 
under diftiefs of mind^Udelirefrtedom from 
opon i&eh arf 'ocrafi6n» the mind ^'enterrain^ 
joys^ot heaveni the iove, mercyrand g«ace 6f Gi 
to>ifiniien;if the mind hereby find a divelfic 
troobler, this may oceafien great dtltghf* ' Tbe'l 
we may have» when perCcms fall out wii4i the ' 
ibme iignal diiappointment. (:^. ). This may he c 
augmented by the ft length of the pafliont in yoat 
i^afiety of'gift» in preadiers may occafion* this* - 
thing taking and peculiar in -fome men's' way oi 
ooaaliooa this. Some have fluency of language 
matrer* waf mnel« of :afie6lion ; wl^n ' the^fe meei 
fueh affe^ouft will readily be moved. (6;) A i\ 
bave a greet inltienee thf» way.. Thefe we may 
terwards iiave occasion to difcourfe more fully dl 
but name themy and proceed^ . ' : 

i^fyr Toiheiv that thefe are m/are fi^i^t'^f^ 
for elf bring this, we fay,' (i.) We have let you 
affedfons^may be excited^ without any fpecisll 
the Sprrir of God ; which feith • can neveV be; 
fcriptures give u$ an acooast of. futh perfons 
flaihes we fpeak of." Our Lord^ fpeaking to 
John Bapttlt,' fays^ « He > waf a hufning and f 
and ye were wiHtng to rejoice in his light f 
John r, 55. • And tljcf^ hearers of the word, 
fembled ro the ftony groohd/ feceiv<^ the wo 
ahdiyet pro^'ednaught ina dayoi'rrtal.'fj,)'^ 




• 



»» 



2^, MAN^«RBCOVE«VBYFAITtt in CHRIST, 

6f perfbns who have had great fla&es of jo)r» whick Have' 
teroiinated in nothtngf ot wotte than nothiogi £nc iaap* 
iHgthiSf wcfayv " : 

. 8. The muliipUcation ^f^niighm datksn no faffictent tpark 
of faith. Some do apprehendy if the^r be pondoal inHieiv 
attendance upon the dvttet of religiont that this it pfoof 
enoogh that they do believe. But how far. thit ia itom 
trutht is eafy enoBgh to be difcemedy hy any that dtsiy 
confidori what gfeat proiioency fome have made this way 
who^yet have remained uderiy ttnacqqaittted with Godt 
aad ft rangers to the faith of God's ele^« It ye-hav/? no 
Qther proof o£ yoor faith than thiti that ye are puti^tial ia 
your aetendanee upon the duties of religion^ M^hat do» or 
have ye, more than they with whom the prophet ifaiah Iratk 
^o do ? A people they were who did afaouad to all thl^fe 
perfoimancesf and yet «rre naaghn Look at them in that 
leprefentatioQ .ihe prophet givea of thein» Ifft. Iviti. i 
We ^ftU find that they bad more to fay ftpon this i'eoretlla* 
1 believe, moit can pretend onto. «• They fcek me dciiiy^'^ 
^ys Godf << and to know nay ways* as a iMtton that did 
Mghteoafnefsf tnd forfook not the ordinance of their God : 
^faey a& of jne the otdinaoce of jo^ce ; they tiike deHght 
ia approaehiog to God**' ^ One would tinnky here are fiire* 
ly a fet of excellent perfont^beHrteers no doubt : bttt> n&t* 
withftandlng all thisv God reje^ alhthetr duti£s» atnitliesB* 
felves alfot with the gieatoft deteftation and abhorflence» srs 
we find the prophet telling them, both in thit and the firll 
chapter of his prophecies* We may here obferve* that they 
went a great way in the performance of doty : iou (?•) 
We find that they feek God. They do not livct as many 
others did» iir a carelcfs* negle^ of him« whereby there \% 
an incontcfttble evidence given of ao titter and entire want 
of faith, (a.) They leek him in the ordinances of hia, 
own appointment; as the prophet hints herei and gives a 
more full account io the firft ehapter of hb prophecy* They 
did not invent to themfelve^ new and encottth ways of ferv« 
ing and fectking Gody fncb as their own extravagant fanciea 
might fuggeft to them ; bot they adhered to the ordinances 
of their God| his appointments* (5.) Their atieodanee 
was notta piece of force and violence put upon them: they 
took deHght in doty^ and in approaching to God. ^4.)^ 
They were fre^ncftt 9ifiA elofe in their applications to duty ;. 

they 



a ANF*« MOOtSaiT BY IfAXtH IK Citi 

<lief l^ht OM ttailjr. (5.; TIef alt dkififvl 
j»ior«Mi^8ftfolhrtr^t)r) Itief did alk laC * 
•a&ce'of jaftlce/ f6«) Thef dkj necofilf go < 
formtnee of th« ordinary dotiet of religiotiy 4 
]ilee«4fe» «iul«q>lf tbe ^xtfaofdinary ; fuch^ i 
^Mlcen of In ^ cnfatng verfes* Thin far did* 
fiMmtMaadMig all <hiti chef were void of 
diia may jt go^ and- yet be utter ftran^ers-tc 
-God's -eled« fad<ed» foch as aio habitual 
dsties^ cannot reafonably pretend to any inten 
ifi ihit faitli of GodVele6V: yet oeiHiet ean fi 
.^y tliein fay> oo- this aecouot^ tkat 'they 
Aaoo^ti is ptain» tn Ike inftance^M now mc 
€hb nay bo to a hlghdeffroe* wliRe Isitb is wi 
aiodoabt FiitfU ^before his Mnverfiooi was ibia 
yeffefteaneeii of ttils §atu Nay» limlief we 
< ^'J^^iy eh^itfe vptm tie nam t^u9tt4^the 
ftfeptfoof of faitL For gresit ^ItorialOttf, m 
4ciitt«NAta> Off ao tbeif iocUoatioa and eoarerf 
«rrOi^hi^ wliefe-theiieisiioghifekNMckalige«| 
4nM4t«ontiiiiiisaaft4)efoce* S^aafcv wbea t1i« 
drives idteredto the betteri from wbtft onee t 
fmttftmly begiii lo i9mdt| that now tkcy Imve-i 
iill^hail tie well Willi them, tttttbcfe ii a- vafl 
m noft ^tegar oos^ t otning^ uA ^ooMtfAftoyli 
jdeedr we-moftowm.iiiat'wfaefe ttieretsiio^ 
leaw bo noCaftfa ; *fbt M^ ii the {ift of G«idi 
Ae Spirit of CbTflt»and is aot born with 0;ieii 
in themi ond when it oomes^ iteomeitHit al< 
vi the ftioft efTcatial fafts of the new many or 1 
/That here we may nndceeive why of yob who 1 1 
am thut whieh mayfat)yooi tfttiiAedto»we<hi I 
la fliowiog yoo what <cfa«iigea theie inay be 01 
|pet contimiea a^mnge? to the ppdctooi faith. < : 
Jiow Aofe changes am 10 bo diftingoifhed li 1 
arbich fe^foiM loally^egeoeratedoimdergoy 1 
aiqaads'have Mbafionlo difbdorfe, when we ^ 1 
^emaikA of faidi that fii\{ abide^he tilaL 
afaatime change i^loogkt ojpon you to the 
w^pwof oQoiigb mt ye hsrvc M«h p finee tht 1 
fTMtdiaoga Wfiroi^ht it^o peiJbiis who aere 
^4^hH«qpcttite^«le»eikfoi^ 
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. (i«) Thcfc nivf bcv a great change wrought 9jp^n ^bem- 

tff/ftd ot uMd^irftaMding of a man. • Man if .na«urjiliy:» bMc<& 

and knows not hifr way* Sin has ^put coc.tbe. e>e of. ibm 

fpul ; and hence men are faid lo be in da^rl^nefs^ or .to .b# 

darknefs itfelf in the abftra^ before the Lofd b^oio deal: 

with them ; aiK) when- the Lord begins to work i|f>on ^hemr 

(ben he enlightens th^ir mindsf tranila.ing them lioin dark** 

%t!,h to his Itgjht* Sut one who iiever. was £iviiigly ilkiBii* 

sated* ooty it n^ay be,, ever Aiaii, may yet undergo a.gfeat 

diange jin his undet Danding* 1 tell yoo a threclold ehan^ 

U|»n th& inind that one may undergo who never was fftyjiig^ 

\y enlightened, [u] &uch an ofie may* ^y ^ere^diUgent-e 

and application^, wiihoot aay fupi^rik^iBral aCiUncft attain 

a great deal of knowledge ojC the trnthiof Godt and of the 

lhi<H|s of relifiiony tbat.be baid Mibeibre. Tticie aie fcwy if 

any of yoQj io.^f ry duilf bnt.<ou}d fttaiii to a ^r^t ioea^ 

(uie.pf X^K^lc4^e»-wpnld y^ ^pply. ypwrfelves to read«s»g» 

^yt/^^A nV^V^W>4iy« lOHi^ht.g^t yonr minds fraagfii 

iicith.g)M(^ )i^d*]^n4wicdgf fef ;.cUgi9t& iiaQc^^on^.by tlia 

(^eaof ..do..att4iq ^, 4ie*t.:«ea&iie.,o^-in?%w>edgv wludk 

makef a£rjcat^<(^n^e[UDoi^ tbek mind(> the miod tk^a^forjoexs^ 

ly:,wa^ /oil of tl^e b^ackne &iof darkcefsaodgtiofsii^iiiiCfi 

l%i9PWr.iEurDtiJie^^tb.a!iU3i«i()i»f : k«o«k4gCt Boi ail tJMi 

pE»^y,'be without; any faiths oj^ >!^itkQa| ..any fof^i^QaKiiajl 

rork^o(Qod appn.th^oul ; yeat u avky.b&in ^lipvtliihk 

I|e y«i4.ot.anytxegar4i to G9<1» - tl*] XhtfC. BK^^&uiteJt. 

Ik; :.a change , to : foa^ething ^e^ 'higher; ; tbe taiad, mwff 

kare a bei^ni or ray of fppefOJ^tMral light darted intp-it)^ 

317 hereby it may do( only undeiftand ibe^ trathi» its^itdoili 

other truths^ but may furiher come to fee fpiaa ipecaliat 

beauty and ufefulnefi in them. Ihat one that is void ef ttie 

&ving faith of God's ele^ roay reach this iUutiiination» t|jt 

apoftle aiTerts plaiulyy while he makes it one of the aitaio« 

ments of them who m^iy hM irrecoverably awayi Heb* yt. 

4* Nay» [3.] This light n^ay he iacreafed to fucbade* 

gree, as to put ihem in a capacity to unfold the. truths p£ 

the gofpel to others. Thus tbele jnay be a great; change 

wrought upon ^he mind or undesftAndi^gi a chaBgefrcm 

grofs i gnotance tojf^me sicquired jcjipwledge-^ from this 

acquired knowkflge to foine degsee 4>f fpijri|<}ai iUumillA* 

yifmt and from that. to a high degree pf fpiritualligllt» iiich 

as Judas and Balaam ka^i,FhwJ?jr ttejf. S*f 5fL'«»fi«i^^i 

. • »• ' t» 




/MAl^^f ^RKdO^VERV BY FAITH IN tlM 

«>ltiM># add-omierdlfnd the things of Ged, li 
^g^loentf^ as* to foe «bie to inftru^^ others. ' 'AN 
mky-Obt'thtii h anrenbeHever uridcrgoj and jl 
HfMy'andpe'rifh eternally in anbelief. 
«*fl.) •^Tlfcft may b6 a great thange upon" 
mad yet 'the folil 'riiay be vokl of faith. TH 
iAtamg^^hom deep-fecurity ro* airaketiings atfd 
ftnd from itich froobks again to a Idtt of pes 
Md' ferei^y of cof«fei«nce. ^Thu* . many tim 
feihporary- believers, • If the thonderings of tl 
fiirtiers begin to (hiike and befttr tbem^lvesi 
#1^ hiaVeU) prefeffted 10 the fodrt vievi^ in t 
h^m of ftrpelnatoral coniaon illamiiiauonsy 
ately cAmt eompofe) and fettle all again. 
*• (5.) There ma3^be a great ehdnge wrooghc 
H^nf} where there is noiiiih. -Onemay bai^ 
atKt grief about fpirtteal dbje'dlf* ' Nay roote'i 
Ibmething like an «btdtiig Ichange wrolight on< 
#ie delight ifffp^ifLMal diltiest the'fofro^'fo 
wrath} that is attained} 'may be kept up in the i 
tlHfe. * Bat of fhis we have fpoken^ fulKde 
wherefore we^pfoceed tot 
*' l^^iy A change that may be« t^here th«fe is 1 
ihftt is apbn the ovft/; ' See what a wlUnhe 
£>eUt» v;' ay.- The will way be wfbeght fo fa 1 
ifrrive^at«^nrany'liiint iacHiiartidBS} -wifhings^ ii 
mktt grace. The 'man that is awakened iii i 1 
iMafs fo mtfch of the- excellency of ffrace; and * 
if KoKnefsf which he is convinced in his jud ; 
flni^ it may* induce and draw the will^ to ion : 
&i(6n to^ome refelntions ot fcektfig after it; 
rtMiy bej' . , - 

-" ' (^l)*' Great changes npon the- c6ft^ftrfiithH - \ 
If 0' faith.: 'The opbnly profane man may be- < 1 
di^iif' inoral} iCnd blameiefs man; the civil \ 
<k>m'rtion'work- of God's Spirit^ may l>e tun : 
f^ir^'who ml^y multiply reltgtous duties; i ' 
Ifi^ at any; :\Vhere perfons live tknder a iai I 
Hind under the influence of' lively- ordinances i- ; 
ir almoft impoffible» throngh tfi^*p«t^F'of 1 
e^ontintie • in open prof Mi6nef6><' or, it«'roay be 
firtic civiUt)», • TtttCe laMf <may be fo'^l < 




«9» H^Ht^ IBCOVJKY m FATO lH CWUST. 
MUL| ocmfipMscewiU im MSur thorn tp seft fliocc atltfftjfjfji 
ioroi of fodloicif ;.aiMi tbcfefbrtf nMaj i^wb ^odi Qf^afion^ 
9 tUt kogtbft and. fttp no hnhtt. M foBiCL da ^icmft^ 
^kt poUqdoM of tlx woild thioiigti lofti who a«B ;cia|^«i 
f^ttiggM clieMvif • and ^veiooner a Pef^ii. ar^ |fi fqpic^ 
irh^ have bcc^ ientia^od for a cfmfidera^e.ttpv ai^^aei^i 
!»aid pulMf a§:it wene^ eatvoC die fimc apu|» aad-taadi 
^blainelc^ walk befcai Aa wofid: andv it «ai^ bt^ wfho 
a four prQtefion of laU^iiiMb and jrat ate ^paoqoaiaicd wit|| 
iatdii J^q1» Niofc lu» ^TOVCtfion, was blpowlcft coiwenw 
>Dg tbe fj^afmlbe&liut is of the law : and why oi^ sio| 
im^, whobas for a. whik brtn fnokmt lefofo, aad go a% 
gfW ai lepgtb Mm^ wa^ n ^^ <^^ There is no doabt Im^ 

. so. b ihfrAl^ pk ca t we fiqrt tlMttfa nuqFbare fome 
Ion of ftithf and y<$. want thc^vi^g faith of God*s «IcA» 
£vary ooa. that belaevca. Ins .aot tha fiuth wfach w^ haaefaean 
dUipoaifiag o& Thaw .aia thna ibfts of fsiih which y^ 
oiajr hiLvai aod jac be.etamalljr saiaad* gecdi^ joaf po^ 
tion with hf pocitco^ aaid oobalk v«n» , 

(i.) Tlleia is a f^rt of €|ith. that, we nytyqaU a crmdU^ 
faiitb* Itis of an age* if I may fa ipeakf wisbthc pes{b« 
who bai iw Sone o^fOB» tfapugh ye ijiy ye believe> ye 
(Moot cdl how ye caque to bcUeire ; oaly a$ loag .as ya^ 
can mind any |hiag» ye laaBemhaff ye itiU did fp ^ fiom the 
taii^.ye eooM 4iftinguiflv l^atwiju g^od aad evily ye di4 
^ways ibdievef ye hioai^ it ftoaiv tbe.crydfe wuhyoe« 
This is the.eompoB &iih that laoft part bave» and they g^ 
po fonhec And if we coold hot onoe gat bwii and wo^ 
men |»crfaaded that this faUh will not iave theiot we woaldt 
IFe thiokt have, gaiaed aech epoo tbcnw Believe itj^ vo^ 
fricDdsy this faith never fared ene» and to eternity will aevr 
«r favfr aay ; bar maoy one. it has rained. 1 have a foar- 
fold eiQ^eptioii} to lay agabft this faiths [ i •] It i^ a plant no|^ 
oot .of 0od's pUinting^ The &ith of God's eleft is a plsnt 
xbat is. plaatei by £e head of God; .hence it i^ called* 
.« the feith of the opetation of God/' and << the. g^r ol 
God;" but thit feitb, thft is fo fall among y op* i^aiyec^ 
tbs|t grows ep.oi Its own aocaidi withoat any fort of painty 
They who ha^e itn are not debtors to God for it^ fincei^ 
fpning ap wiih. thenit ai>d,G<l4 Hnd no hand in it^tqduc^ 
.tion. [it] it is e bed foil, dui^ it gfc^ws ioy a corrsip^ 

tiofcnewed 



•«iit*oye«i^d natere. Ye who fay^ ye do bl| 
fftyy as in the fight of God, that ever ycrii 
changed and renewed ? I am fare mafty of j«l 
it?; or, if ye^doy confcience will tc)i you to*]i 
you lie ; yety notwithftanding thn, you will* 
y« believe) and fo think yoorfdves fiwe of 
beitecti youf bf all the love ye bear to your < 
i*K hazard them upon thU faith ; for^ asfure 
It will deceive yoQ» There never gfcw a tre« 
:2;ardent in a ibil fo bad as that of an anrenewe 
e^er: was capable of bearing fo choice a i 
tion 19. AH that grows there is (in, and the i 
^ath. « Tht ^ages of fin is death/' Rom. 
if ye expeA any othery ye will meet with a d 
that will not be eafy to be borhe* { ^•] This 
i« not kept altve by iofluencesfromlieavetH a 
4>f God's t\t6i* As the precious faith of God 
£t&p\hti^d in the foul by the blefied hand oi 
the Anilk^ of faith to all them chat beliere ; 
all its increaiies from him. He nouriihes it 
•from above ; it derives all its growth from hii 
tie- breezes of the §pirity the north and the 
breathing in the ordinaccesy quicken all the 
Spirit, and caufethem to fend forth a f^voury 
fmell. Faith holds its ftfey its all of Chrift. 
iqfyoors quite overlooks the Mediatory it fo 
faim ; it leads not 'to him. That whieli <]t la) 
is fome wrong notion of God, as if he were a 
1^ one as yofrrfclves) a God that has as light t 
«a ye have» and can with as much eafe pafs? i 
lAry refentmenty as ye can commit it« God 
take pleafare in them that hope in his mercy 
His mercy a« difcovered in the gofpel- method 
a^ any faith that hath tfy refped to thisy wt 
of God. The faith of God's ele^ fetches 
fromChrifty la the way and the treafure; an< 
to him as the end. This latth of yoursi % 
need of pardon, carries yon ftraightway to ' 
without ever owning Chriff ; but the faith < 
kads the believer to Chrid, as to him whom 
aited« to be the Prince and the Savioar^ tc 
4ihce and remiffion of fins. Thus faith) favin 

Y 







fi^4 UAfVt RECOVERY -BY FAITH IN CffRfST. : 

to CUrift for all, while that common fjiith that yt reft tif)ojrt ' 
quire neKlcds hiir. [4.] As is - the tree, fo is the fruit. 5 
This faith of years, as it is hot of God's plantitig; but a' 
u^ced/prong out of corrupt nature's foil, and is kept alive. 
by ignorance of God's holinefs and juftice, and the exceed* 
iog (infalnefs of fin ; fo its fruit is anfwerable to the root* 
AVe fee not the fruits of hoiinefs grow upon it | bur, on thc» 
contrary, formality, aneglcft of Gcd, iudiiFcrency about: 
i)iWation, and all the concerns of religion. And whether-: 
y€ w*ill believe it or not, when thefe fruits continue a^while, 
they will- ripen into damnation. This faith will not faye^ 
ypu) and therefore truft not to it. 

(a.) Y? may have a faith, which I may call ^ rationale 
faitbt for diftindiion's fake* This is a ftcp beyond the-; 
iormer* That common faith is merely, the fruit of cuftem . 
'M\d education; but tliis*goes a degree farther. Some men 
of. r€fine<| fpirirs are not accudomed to take truth upon truft. 
icom others, but to fearch into it themfely^s, that they mzji 
give their ulTent to it upon folid and rational grounds* And ; 
ftich perfons are apt to thiuk it irr^tiomd to a high degrecf 1 
to ufe lefs caution in inquiring into the grounds whereon^ 
they do believe that religion they are to hazard their fouis^ 
upon; and certainly thus far are they in the right. Well,.^ 
then, that they may be farisfied in this matter, they inquire ; 
what reafon they have to believe that theie perfons did^ in-^ 
deed write the fcripture, who are given out to be the pepmcn , 
of it : and whether, if they be found to be the penpien of;, 
it* they be perfons worthy to be credited. Upon fearch, 
' they find both to be confirmed, by the greateft hiflorical . 
evidence poifible : and thus they are brought to give a gene-; 
lal aiTent, and take up. a firm perfuafion of the truth of the ^ 
fcripture in general, and particularly of the troths concern* : 
fng Jefus Chrift; and here they refl, and take this for faving 
faith. And this fort of faith is common enough among the ., 
more learned fort» as the other is amopg the more ignorant* 
Many a learned a^n has gone to hell with this faith> which.: 
IS fufiicient indeed to put an accent upon their roifery, and{, 
€0 vindicate the juftice of God in their eternal dellrudipu;'^ 
but iis nb way ufeful to them for falvation. The naturci^ 
ufesj and defers of this faith, i fbali not infift on ; becaufe . 
feir of you are much concerned in ity it being not or<«. 

»•" '• ft* V 

dxnaiily^. 
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ctlnstrily to be found among any» fave thofe 
leifure and occafion for reading than moil of 
• (3.) Yc may yet go a ftcp further, and rei 
which by pradical divines is called a temfora\ 
a» was that which the hearers cpmpared to thi 
had» oi whom our Lord fpeaks io the parab' 
Alatth. xiij. 20. And this fteps further thanti 
m'c laft mentioned* in two things, Firft^ In i| 
former fort of faith is the fruit merely of the 
rational faculties ; but this is produced by ai 
the Spirit of God. The power of the Spirit 
with the difpenfation of the wordi doth by a c< 
fioii produce this effed^ in the foul. Secondly ^ 
faith has a refpe^^ principally^ if not only, ti 
thegoipel; whereas' this has likewife a refped| 
tyt fw^etnefsi and goodnefs of the things the< 
hence w« are told» that they received the wi 
They &w a beauty i fweetnefsy and ufefnlnefft ; 
difcoveredy as welt as truth in the difcovcij 
by a btJkttk of fuperriatural light, let in upon tb 
common operation of the Spirit of Cod. 1 
this faith goes thus far ; yet in two things it 
the faith of God*s ele^. Firjf^ it has no abii 
h (5nly a tranfient \vork upon the fouI» withf 
munication of any inward and abiding princip! 
is not changed ; only there is a tranfient efltd y 
the rational powers of the foul* Secondlft It 1 1 
the' foul the -length of a full clofure with the g • 
of falvation, whatever apprehenfibn of the exo I 
of may be in' it ; yetthtre is never fuch a view i 
parts of that contrivance, as is fafficient to d^ I 
heart to an approbation of it. 

Several other forts of faith might likewil 
which perfons may have, and yet fall (hort of I 
foving ; but 1 (hail pafs themi becaufe there i: 
danger that they be miilaken, and put in the < 

faith we now inquire after. 

• Thus far liave we gone in a difcovery of th< 
dations whereon many of you do build your b • 
ven, and we fear that yet many of you MriU .b 
old courfe, holding ^ft deceit, and building uj : 
If ye do fO| then wc ailuie youi in the name 1 




S|6 MAN'S RECOVERY BV FAITH IN CHRIST. 

foundation will fail you ; and the higher your expefUtioil^ 
are faifedy the more confounding will your-dilapfiQiftMicof 
b>. Since the hazard hu been laid before yoof God ia^ee^ 
we are free of your blood ; and therefore yoof dciftfiidkm 
is entirely of yoorfelvcs; and thi« will be no mean aggfal^iP^ 
tion of your naifery. 

We (hall now proceed to lay before yoo> 

Thirdijf The true math of the faith of God's ^Wl# 

, whereby ye may know and be fure that ye do beltevei 

and thaty believing* ye (hall be faved ; which wad llm 

laft thing we propofed in our entry upon this ufe of the 

do^rine. 

But before we come to the naarks themfelves, we (halilajr 
before you a few things. Andj 

1. We take it for granted^ that there are marks wherebjf 
faith may be known. A very conAderable part of the fcrif^« 
ture is faid to be written on this very defign* to aflift per* 
fons in making a judgment of their «wn flate> whet heir 
they do believe or not, i John v. 13. « Thefe things hfttia 
I written unto you^ that believe on the name o| the 
Son of God» that ye may (know) that ye have eternal 
liffy and that -ye may believe on the name of the Son of 
■God." 

2. That we may make fo clear a judgment of our caft 
by thefe hiarks> as to reach joy in faith's apprehenftOn af 
our own xtittT^^ in Chrifl and falvation, there is requiiite a 
fpecial influence of the Spirit of Qod^ God keeps comfort 
in his own hand> and he is mod fovereign aad abfolute in 
thcdifpenfing of it. Yet, 

3. We fajr, there are fuch marks as may, through anon 
diqiry inHuen^e.of the Spirit, keep the foul op in fuch a 
tomfortable perfuaHon ot its believing, of the reality of its 
faitb, as will at lead keep from difquieting and frnkingdif. 
couragements, and engage it to a cheerful attendance to all 
commanded duties, as not being defpondent of ableifed ilTuo 

9f what conirepis it, 

4. There are fome marks which have a refpcft to ' tho 
reality, and othiers i^hich do refpedl the degree of fki'tlfi, 
We.defign only to infift .upon fuch as have a refpefl totHb 
reality of it ; and (hall ivot fpend time in offering marks 
whereby we may know where faith is in its higheft,clcgT^<i» 
foiM^hea it comes to that, it will evidence itfelf to the 
fptii bty. ibf fe blelTcd concoinitahts oi it, << peace of c6n. 

' fcience^ 



^^iftti^lf 4Nih«yck «^t,ib^ jii^hfiR,^ , 1 

caofe one fohd mark may be ot more rca; 



•^j^'f^AjT.! ..-...[.. „ 'i 



t u fT .,..,.. ..,,t J. J.; r„„-j,._^ 



'^J^^ri Wflw- Thi* riiwiilt in4eftj ij-Bot- 

*auh; for It IS one of the principal aftings o( 

J(« It » fwfib 49iPfi«a«t»d^^9tfai« braH rt; 

^^ tMiptau^i^ Nw, ,^ j,^ p,^ B^^eWl i 
,*ftiaftl}> wp ,lh«Jl»,|.Oi»e ;foip9 fWrtaccoi . 
jjfk cmnv^w^ fct.lhfl fiawatfpn «f (ipwts^ 

,weflwd,«^.f4iftt,pB.,»^ftflg. 3, wp ihaU ih< ' 

C? *^^ ^ l*^' ^»Hl '«^ W«V it doth 1 
.W«5 tV Wf atpft t«mpta4«u, tlj^tiv indeed , 

.Vt ttJir i>fethpd_. to «i Bf«r,ieje(StioocOf,aU {y i 
t, 3. Ai ior, thp £^tl-teiitrif),aifie,i>il»4ib; fi i 
:.'*'? yp *W •»»}«! r«|n)i »«co»ni of.it ii> ihe I 

.warjcs., . , ' . , 

'»,'*'' 5 i^9»g|«W a, tWpid fuMofitiiM, in 

,»»W«,egate. Jheow ,, that whw^^ i^nd 

fcniDg of the church of Laodicea, rI;. il" 

,^P<ir fltjiyipg »p9(|a,e m^ h)tth» pyM. put q. • 
jV^ftone. Hor ha»- he any thing to fcic«n i 




Che wntlt of a KA-rtrcfogfo^ G^ \ ili%at Ml^iffnf^Sked r 
he hst now no jpiraiefic xo clm%^1fMif fb keep ihetefli^«ii 
' hit nakedneft Hem being freo. - ^ it'a peffejft l>aiikl^|>ff 
' and cannot go \^ die 6tTarM of ciJie'CiiJbd thooghr. 'Rn»« 
' fack hit heart; Ibdk li^elr icnWroMrly intd itv r^ fhafi not 
'there $ttd ft»^ niti([%'*goodifefi1l&fK b^ lin, n tb^ fbrnHh^o#c 
one leaHf eood and "^aeceptable thbaghf« Upon klf' diel^ 
'aceaontfi ne it mf(eraUe and* wretdNed '«rfth a wMe& 
-AgaiiH chit contrivance laytdoWnasv^fbdndafipn thi^gditii 
'fappodriont thaf onancan do nothing for 'the fappl^oMiit 
•own wants; •.. ^ j * .. . 

(2.) The goTpel it a difcoTcrf of a blefled'CDntHrmK^ 

that God has laid doVa Ibr th^ tfafvaddn of ^rihert,* fqf 

prof iding them a blefled fB(>ply of alVthj^fe defeat. Thens 

watfrqni eternity i happy ^eonttiwiitee frsknedriorprovidf* 

'ingfinfain'^ah with a garttienC, a h)be \>f righteonfaeft» 

that the^anfte of hit nakedifett toi2^ libt appear; «nd ^for 

"preparing tyt-hUt to \i\lni to «nte hi^ natoral foHy and 

'blindneft; and rSchet tohlmithitbe iAzy have a fufficieni 

Hock to live upon in time and fot etemity» even-richneft c^ 

'grace, and richneft off g!dry> thfe MiiearchliMa rkhea of 

Chrlft; For, > 

(3.) Thit bFcffed proje^providctallthiffc^ty for pbdr 
linfitl man, in Jefui Chri^, the Mediator of the cove* 
nant; <* Allthe treafaret 6f wifdomand of knowledge are 
hid in him ; for it pleafed the fWh^r, that in him ihouM 
all futneft dwell/* Col.i. 19. and ii. 3« And that upondilt 
blefied defigni that all his people might come to htm at the 
great repofitory of wifdom^ and thence derive fuch fup^^ioa 
at they find occafian for/ ile is able to fnrniih them witli 
ricbet of grace here, and riches of glory hereafter; fof 
with him « are d arable riches and righteoafnefti' Fror. 
Vtii« 18. And h^nceit'is that we' find himpteffing the 
Laodicean church to* come to him, that (he might have 
^ gold tiied in the fire> thatihe might be rich \ andwhifie 
riiipent, that (he might be tlothed,'^ that the (hameof'ber 
nakedneft might not appear % and eye^falvC) thai ilie might 
fee,*' Rev. ill, 18. 

(i, ) There it hi this contritaace a way laid dowOf (^ 
potting the pcrfoAt whom God defignt to i%it in .the ac- 
tual poffeflion of that blefied provi&on that it made for 
then ii^ > Mediator ; and fiicb n way a» it tiuiMjr adaptid 



iiA^nvrnvMirMtviiy YAxtH: went 

^o tfie!i»He>ia4^o)f< tirit'jQ^.fnipbiia^ to h 

pco^fioB €o9 tht {upfSj^ oi the vahts.of tle^ 
irr^ting thfcin io fifaci pofibflion pf iit^ It^^cn i 
^^advlineergkjvioof «ic» sahdyrjoii' tjie: ocbci 
?lbwi -^TfaifrissexprmljRaflefced' to be the defig 
/ctffffyifiig on tht« prbjeA .and conutvancey i C 
"^9:^ C&tft'Jefis^H^inak^ ofGod to oa wifdoi 
*nBfsrfaffi^ficatio9 and redemption ; that do flefl 
-in kis fight» bat that he that glorietli mav glory 
<|lfatt has'wifdofii': bot there is no.accefp for hii 
iU fihce God baa pfovided and treafured it u^ 
Cbrift Jefai; akid>aot (u^: fo^ .but aAoally pai 
'Ibffion of it ; fofi lie is made of God wifdom 
;bjr thttmealiS} is clothed id aiftately robe of li 
rbut he liaa< ndthtag poi glory of» fincet I x 
'jKHt onlf .parpatea.tbe eobci bat puts itoa.- 
y Jbeing made of. GakI tighteQofiie£i to isan» he 
^ and fo made meet to be> a iharer of the inhe 

ifaintt in K|h^ $ bi|l ,wha| has fie to boaft c 
entirely oving to the Lord Jefus Chrift tl 
;'iFhis is that.gr^ eoatmaoce vbicb faith ap}: 1 
. r 'Z," AsJfoi!.tbeiMlar#of this. approbation whi 1 
X>f it> whereby it eTidencesiH own truth an ! 
^may take it npin tour things.; . 
f (u^ Sotae kpowkif^ of iu Approbation 
4tnowledge : There is no'approring of that w 
mot* . And before we do approve this bleflec 
*Wt^ttt9k^{ct it in a fape rnatoral lieht; none 1 
i^ffore of it» #bo'fee it only with a carna 
•fnoh it is' fooiilb and weak. To ikvefinncrs 1 
;8irrioor^ in fiich,a way as to afcf ifae all the { 
9^tm grace* ai^rcy, and love ot God, with 1 
'^an.to^iyide.the fpoiis with God> ««is fopl I 
{Greek%>and.a:fti]fobUDg.bk>ck tothe Jewst* 
IMd it eircr. will be £pi nafeft to. thofe into w] 1 
hearts God has ^^ihinedy to give the light • 
itedg»^ of. ^Ke gkity of Gpd in the face of 1 
-«. (aO U takei b the heatt^ifaHsfaahn, wi 
.^aiid ae|ig09 in. this bleffed drcyiccf. What, I 
ivay'jviii^lfti^ 6:0111 what y^ d|d juft noi 



''?.' 




aims at the faivation of his ovrn elcA. SfcmdfyvHik Mf^ 

49at 40 .fiure then: in^ivKsk^Mkf^ fitlhaticihf^flniMiqftnr 

.DQ^(bAie m the gloay of theii fatyati^ti Ti^M^t -Ito'fkl^ 

,igM 10 b»ra aU tfcecgloi^iaf 4t.to kn: o»« bfefed «^iHfi^ 

.N«w«/!iwbep ^ne afy|sr(Hrc&Ubeg«fpei aoMfi1l«ll€e"fo^rtllt 

.fiiltatUn 0CiinQera». tbenr^kia heart u.ratit&ad smbrAll tlit% 

deli^.' .The firft: of them wimkl feUfli.|weftttfiO»9lr/f9M 

frith A car/ial heart i it m iiauital toxf^off^J^t ^^deiae 

J^lvat)0)i2 but the fkthcr two wUI odver gflldomi wi^h M^ 

who it.fiot^ by a da; «f God's pomcf » anub^^ilUog*' Noi^ 

tfit<ig!^<tt)<K9nipo€ene^faoe can* make man eohtent'Uif fttft^ 

./CoJavd iHat the Lord akme. may: he. exacted;. I < ' <' 

. ^^} ThtsrappfobatttMi takfltt iniiichMtfar&ttafaAiip* witlb 

.^./!9««ff/' G»d hat made cfadke ef 'fbr^coqitpafling thelb 

hleffbd defignst IHie imittd' feea dittih. in/iCafedfaittghdj^ 

loul ^He heait ircfts ia them m pMf)e^>'add iuficieni^ ' &cli 

as became' tbe^ wafdom ol oid^ to* afipaiiit^'aiui make 

ttfe <^i: m offdejr. to .the attaiament! of> diefir! efldsr^anft 

hereon« /;•)•• ..,.-/- ... 

(4«> Thc^te etifiick the JHeai^t ^ibtc^iaf ^tattdftoaeriVBiie^H^ 

'.ei^a to the vhofo of ity irith aaivaefak foosfa^ony b«in^ 

fally ooAtent with it ia all Its parrt> and prnfeningit mah 

jplhcr W:ays;.nay^ not oaiyi^fo* hoc €o«t»tiiif iheiiv lofrdnd 

jdMog* fo it joay have aa Hiiereft in thh- way and-oiethoB of 

God's contriving. ThU is tbaraAiag of ^wng fold) that 

give4 a Aire titie to ChiM aad all ^ht8 pofchafe. tie* that 

,sb«i9 approves of this blefied defeat in fo doing fOttieeh t^ 

J^is fealy that God is true in the record he hath botae ; sd4 

Jhis U the lecoid that God bath borac, that be kadrprovi* 

^ed l|ff> aad that <« this Ufe jstn hit Soa^*'^ i Johnv* t<|r 

\Srbeo QQtCt a fixuKC is faioaghr this length, then God Teacii- 

as sll his defigiir. gets all that glof3r that ha isfeekiiigi ^it& 

Sberefore nQ mote can be requised ki oKkr t«o ihe finnerfs 

obtaining the advantage of that coatrivaOce.* It were eaf^ 

JO make it sr^peart tb^ all the defcriptions of 'fevhig faiii 

(hat we find to the fccipttifes terminate here* 1 ptacctd 

.nowt . i r^ \ 

\ 3k To inquire partieuiafly* how faith ioihaf/r^tfe if 

.,^if oont/ivaiica t or« what it is in it that it d4th appiove^ 

And ip aAfwcr to» thib» wc %i faith approv«t of it> *- 




MAK'i RECOVERY BY FAITH IN- GBHI^Ilt •#% 

. (t,) A» a way full of infinite <wi/dom. The i^at^ifold 
wifdomof God ihines with {och a daa^zling luilre io tho 
eye ef faithy that it fills rhe foul with admiration at the* 
depth of wifdom that doth appear in chia blefTed contri^ 
VIMICC} which reconciles the (ceininglv iireconcileable intec^i 
efts of juftice and mercy i« Godf the one whereof feemt 
to red fatisiied with nothing (hort of the finner'&deathiand 
the other demands his li& : moreover, it ^jdmires thit 
cantrtvancCy becaufe it reconciles ihefe two fcemingly «rre-» 
concileable defires, viz. that of the- glory of God» and t^atof 
6dr own falvation* Both tbefe we (houtd ever have, itnd-. 
both thefe every one that is favingly enlightened will have :- 
£ut how they could have been together^ in the fame fou]|! 
the wit of men or angels could never hare contrived* 
For theglory ofGodVfaithfuloefsin his threaieniugs, ofhia 
authority) purity^ and wifdom in his lawy feem to reft fatss<« 
fied with nothing (hort of t]ie Anner's deftrudion ; therefore^ 
in defiring the glory df God, he muft hav$ at once defirej 
bis own damnation ; and confequently;; in.'de9ring his own 
Ikl ration, be maft have, deiired God's dil})<^^pur. But novr 
this blefled .contrivance lets us fee how tkefe two may ht% 
not only recoftciled, but made tnfeparable one from the; 
t>ther. Furtl^ri as faith approves of> and admires the wif« 
dom bf God in the contrivance) foy 

• {2O Faith approves of this as a way/i///^ lo^e and 
foodWefs ; and confequemly as that which highly fuits the 
nature of God> who reprefenrs faimfelf as love, « God it 
love/' 1 John ir» 8« And the foul fees and perceives ^ 
bleifed fuitablieaefs betwixt God's nature and his aA* 
i«gs. Hereby it perceives thd love of God in that he 
bid down his fife for his people. This ift that which th9 
•poftle tekcs notice of, Tit. iH. 5^. " But after that 
the kiadnefft tod love of God our SaVioor toward men 
appeared) not by works of righteoufnefs which we have 
done» but according to Ms mercy, he faved us, by the 
waihing of regenerations and renewing of the Holy GhoU, 
which be fhed on as abundantly, through Jefus Chrift our 
Savioiits that beiifg juftified by his grace, we ihobid be 
madeh«ir^ according to the hope of eternal life.'^ Thus 
i&ith fees this wayf as that which it full of kindneiii, gmcct 
siercy^ and love; and it is highly pieafed with it as 
fiich. « 

si.' (3.) F«itk 
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. (3.) Fthh approvci it as a way whertiri much of t^e' 
fewer ef God apptari, inthat It infallibly obtains his ciiiy 
** Chrift crucified to the Jewa ii a llumbiing.blotWj' ao'j^' 
to theGrMlci loolillinirs ; but to them ihat bclieVo he li- 
the wifdom of God, and ihe power of God." T!iey fei" 
more power, nrength anil efficacy in it, tiian aitj creatuf«' 
can pretend joftly unto ; and therefore they da, on this 
■ccouDi, approve of it, as becoming tlie orabipotenc 
God. ' 

(4 } Faith approves of thii way as that whicli tKcetd; 
Ingly honours Ged'i Imv in all it i pant. The obedience 
that the Son of God guve lo it in his life, wa» the hightll 
honour it was capibte of; and therein there was a giori- 
•ua teftimany of refpefl gifcn to theanthorlty of (3od, 
hi] wifdooi, goodnefs, and purity, in the framing the lajv S 
nor was the rmaiOn of the law \th !i«noured by Chrift'a 
■ndergoing ihe penalty in his death, than the precept wai 
by the bbedienot of his life. 

' (5.) Faith loo'ks'upon this way aj a way that is fuli iif 
peace, and appr'dVci it as (iicb, all challenges being an- 
fwered by it. The law has nothing to demand. If it re- 
quira perrcQ obedience, then Clirilt hath futfilled all right- 
loufnefa, and fo ii become " the end of the law (or rtgbt- 
eoufucfj to every one that believes:" if it demantl iho 
bearing of the penalty, then Chrjfl has done ihat alio | 
he b«canie obedient even unto death: fo that be anfwcred 
the law in both its demands. God, by rairutg him'from 
the dead, declared himfelf fatisfied, both as to tha on4 
bnd as to the other. And God juftifying, conference hat 
no more right to open its mouth againll the finuer. Thus 
is the peace and cowfoct of the (inner excellently provided 
for by Ihii (oatrivanee: and faith approves of it withre- 

fpeQtathls. 

\ (6.) Faith approves it as a wty fuli of fecurUy for 
paor linners. The foJI doth by faith lee proviSon laid in 
>gaiult all thefe things whence it has any reafon to fear 

hurt I and all this put iu the hand of one who is wife 

to dirpinfe it fealonsbly) and has engaged to do no Icfi. 
It fees a fouutain ffanding ever open, for preventing a»y 
luzard from the-guilt of Gn ; it leea armour laid ia^^ 

preventing any danger from the power of flu ( aiid wHihai. 

llrengtb prtiviJed^ for the management o£ that ariaBiir> 
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In one word, it ^es here what itf" (ufficient to fa 
«(fiire$« Thefe may be aH redaced to two, G 
and its own falvation. Here it fees them fo w< 
for, that. they are now^not only cTwifilVcnt, bu 
gtcher, after fuch a fort, that not only the f 
fipners is confiftcnlt with the glory of God, 
oyefi, the greater, the (inner be, the greater gl 
in his falvation : and npon this account the he 
prove this ble^^Ted devrce, as that which in p 
ftiited to its own falvation, counting it a *^ 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Cbri 
the world to fave (inners of whom itfelf is chic 
the foul ckaves to this way with fati* faction 
as the only way wherein its own falvation and 
are both provided for« i proceed now, 
*• 4. To inquire, how faith doth dsfcover its 
witkj and approbation afy this way of falva 
this it doth, 

(i.yBy the four* betaking itfdf^ in all 
ftarsy and ftorms, to this as its anchor, J 
charged upon the foul, it has no other relief 
the temptation reprefents Gad's glory and th 
vat ion inconfiftent, the foul flees to this, as 
refuge : if death and judgment, and its appear 
God, prefent themfclves to the foul's eye ; it 
on this, as that which alone can give it relie 
perplexities. 

(z.) In that the foul doth ever confidently re 
w^ys thai may be tendered. Other ways there ar 
o^er themfelves to the foul in its (traits for its 
as^ diveriions to take off the mind, duties to 
cqnfcience, promiles of amendment for the fti 
rejects all thefe as infufficient ; it will not lo 
for relief. 

.(3.) When at any time, through the power 
tiQn,any thing has been attributed to felf, to i 
from the glory of grace in this contlivancc 
difcover its fatisfadion with this way, by th( 
pleafure with itfelf ^ for difcrcditing this bl« 
i vance. 

1 (4.) The foul difcovers its approbation c 

j hyihsLi higkfatitfadion and delight wUich it 
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«wn conforiDity to it* When faith ^ets thefoiil 

yitq the very frame of this contrivance, reeling ip ftbfs 

Mfs^y^ taking thame to it felf, attributing all to G^^ jt^on 

it 6H9 the foul with rcfrefliing fweetncls and fatiifa^fgai. 

The conformity the fouls fees in itfclf to this way, oiiHE^s 

it lovely to itfelf. 

(5.) It difcovers its approbation of this.way, h tbit it 
y/fiW refu/e t9 abandon it. Sometimes, through the pow- 
er of temptation, it may be made to fear exceedjipslj, 
that it get not hold taken of this ble/Ted device ; but it will 
not be b^at from this, that it is a way fuQcieqi 4»(>d.»ye. 
particularly to fave it, could it but br/ng itfelf t<> veiHitre 
Dn it. Therefore it will lay the weight pf it> faVy«tioix 
upon this way and none other $ and the doubts that are 
in. fucU a foul, ar^ not about the fufficiency of the way, 
tut about its own being in it. , 

zdly, but pafllnpf this mark, T ihall now offer a fec«B4* 1 
Whcr|;ver faving.filth.is, it will (jifcover itfcff, by letad- } 
.Ing the believer to an approbation ofths KvhpU Urn ofGody 
not only as holy, jufl, and fpiritual, but as good. 

Aftranger to the faith of God*s cle£l may approve .of 
fome of the commands of God« A temperate mao m^y ap- 
plaud highly the law that forbids drunkcnn^fs: the churl 
may approve the law that forbids prodigality. In a word, 
zstty one may approve fuch precepts as ftrike not agaioft 
his own peculiar fin or (ins; but the believer approves 
the reyeLatpn of God's will concerning majafs holinefs and 
obedience. 

An unbeliever jnay be induced to owti the law to {le 
fpiritoal, juil, and holy ; butpever can he, nor wlVi he, 
be induced pradiically to own it as good^ here it Aieks* 
}t is. only faith that can fay, that his cprnjnandmentsare 
not grievous ; for ** the carnal mind is not fubjca to the 
Jaw of God, neither indeed cau bp.*' Thc.Ught^natufe 
ffizj oblige men to judge fuch and fuch things lawful or 
unlawful, juft and unjuft; but the unrenewed will caa 
never be induced to beud toward the law of Gpd.asttbat 
which is good. Whatever it may be fai4to do asXofoJttte 
of God's commands, yet it can never have an equal. r«» 
fpedt to themalli for an unrenewed will is.noi fu:biea,.jy>r 
can be fubject, to the law of God. Jt is faith that receives. 
Chrift as a King, and fo fubjcAs the foul* to "M his laws. 

It 




f'^'f>ec4W«^ bimas tbeKtng of Salemy the 
i0»ie ^bat 4ia» CrsioMd aH fets law3 foi, that tj 
^fr#i pr#lil6te tbac grtat end of gavcruofient^ 
r4m^n&i* ' And tlii# eogagrs* the fool <4o lofvr 
Iiord,^«fN CO delight in it. ^ O Jibw loi 
faj$ the Pfdimiil, '^ it U my meditation 
"PS^l, cxix* 97.; . The rishteorttii man's ^t 
l«w of thd Lord.) PfaL i« -A. And ki Uonlj^j 
fOaifkWJio eaa dei»ght iu the law of. the Lord.; 
liriAly, the utogodly, the unjbelfcv^ry ciaa 
a^iprove of noJie of God's 4aws« Somctime» il 
beeAfaid, the anrenewed man may Tfflc€t;wil 
fome'of God's precepts ) but he bas no regi 
fiich* It. IS rather the things enjoined^ tbatyi 
eQjoiaitfg) that pUales btm. Ic 13 not tiie coil 
tiling to the divine tviil.,. \mt kq his own iacH 
gains his approbation. ! • .> - ^ ■• 

Now, w}?at fay ye to this evidenced Can 
3^e do approve of, and* co»fent chcerfuUy to 
revelation .of God's- will,,CQacermi:^ that 
obeiieMce which he requires of ns in the fori 
as do indeed approrethuaof the' iaw of Go< 
like be perplexed aboitt It, .while others^ wh 
ate from the life of God, .Irill boldly pretend I 
tkefe bold pretenders lih^ll only faf, if.they 
ceiire therofelves, they will one day fm^rtfo 
and if they do hold (a(h this mtflakoi it .will 
ther, and that an irrecoverable one ; it will 
fVumble into hell, in (lead ef going to hea^ 1 
fiich who know not well whether they do; thi 1 
the law of God or not, f fliall endeavour th i 
mentioning fome of the ordinary ways wherel 1 
j wont to exprefs-or difeover lis approbation of 1 

that obe4iendB and hoi toefs which God rtquiri i 
that even while it iaat tbe loweil ebbof (Irength 1 
i i» The believing foul looks at that chan{ i 
ture, and its renovation into a conformity 1 1 
God, with unfpeakable fatisfaOion. None < 
kfiow' any thing of the gafpel, .that all belt 1 
newedaad changed, born again of the wate 
renewed after the image of God, being ere I 
Chrid Ttfus to good works, £ph. ii. lo, 

Z 
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oir«r ftippofp, dia« a VI who have itndergone thi« clia^^^' 
fmee they eam€ td years^ are in- ibitie msafafe coftreiiotni<' 
o^ it. 1 do not fay, that ev«ry ona csn fee ^iftmAly'alf* 
the lineamcnta and' dnii>ght» of the ne# craatUre^ ^wfry* 
particular t!aw wrktra upon the heart f o<r that every 
one can ev4?nfee'fo mach of thia ehang^, know its^ re» 
flotation fbfar> as to be fore he^ia a new creature^ creav 
led in Chri^ J«ro» to gobd works. But few, if arty^- 
4>£ the perfotiH :uamcd, wiU lie foond, who cannot^ fky, 
aiHl who do flo€ knew, that once they hid n» likmg to* 
'telineiis, or tO' the law of God, but had an aveiflon-ffottt'^ 
conformity to it ; b4it now^ if ihcy fee- no ii)drc»9 feVthitf* 
ite a dcAra of being- tin ivarfWIly holy, ai>d tfiat they haVe- 
svo qtiarre} at it. - Thus far tliey fee and know, ^ow, -^ 
this change is fatiafying^ in fome meafur6, to- the be- - 
lievihg foul: it looka back wit<h delight to it, atid' 
thereby difcovers its love lo the reralatiau of God*c 
uoill "concerning holinefe* 

a. The believing foal diftovert its* liJcing to the taw* 
€)( Gad^ by cherifhing and entertaining the motions that 
It finds in itfelf loiK^ards thta law. In the renovatibn of^ 
oiir natures^ we are made 'partakers of the diviue na- 
ture t w^ have a principle ofriife, a new heart, fin(«< 
piacited in U3 } and this, thoU'gh it be not always dtf* 
cernible^ yet is ever aa^ngand exerting iu power ht nrlo«»t 
tions aod inclinations toward thtf Uw o£Ood, and obe*' 
cKence thereto.^ Every believer ciinn^t but feel.tbefe %n * 
liimfelf^ if bet ok£tfrve carefully. Now, the bdiavhk]^ 
faul. entertains 4Bd cheriih^s theie, and.takea a peculiar* 
delight in fo doing; he liaa peace and raft white he 
.does it: ** Great peace have ail they that love thy law;**- 
Whereas, on Vbe other hand, he has none when hedoea- 
oth^rwife. 

3. It conceives a pnrticalav fatisfadion in fuch atfta • 
of obedience as carry in thetn any good 'degree' of cdn**^ 
formity*to the law of-God*^ When a bel'^er attaifit 
to liv«lineff, fptiitnally, a lui concern, jomed witb< fdf« ' 
/denial, and a depeudooce on th^ Lord Jefoa Chrift ior ^ 
scccptance in any duty orrad of obedience, then- h« is- 
(pleafed therewith: and lit^ein he difcovera a great kfve^ 
to the Uw, ref^eaing both the* matter and manner of tHo ^ 
duty performed. . . ^ 

4 Thf 



. . 4^ tiM lk\)^^r lliro#vftra;h'i8ikligbt in tbe \tm 6^ ibe 
h^lA^ <^.tl|^| ;{MMt r'CtmpUo^acy 4ik1 fatis^ftAi^n whick 
lie -will iiad in any measure of this holinefa that othera 
f Na^«B,iltUli^ t^; Fai^h.l<M^ka at tiie' holinefs reqtitred 
ft/il/beblM^ tranfcr»te4 iIHq the H«es^f fellow. belteveTa« 
4ua4l W.'^iiigb^ p\efiSei ahereivnh ; and the si^ra there b 
#{;$]( {t|^nrf%ribe<} iuio tiie walrk .at>^ life <>f any, tbe 
higher v4iiitf it ^iil. teach i^i t6 fat •upon fheni* It 
fiM^3!.«B:ioC(k'OP iaeh «a» l^ve any. thing af this image 
of <Sa4 as lexc^llent aad heppy*. if the, belief er cannot 
Jht^ biiaiislf canfoormed <ta ihiSt laiv, |yet i>e,is pkafeU ta 
JTeaotliacs, and 1-ooks iipan tfacm as the etccJUnt ones of 
xXkp tfiT^h* ^sLi.ht .<^Rftot gat hi«ovrn htut foacmgaged ea 
he would wjih ; yet be will look upon thiem a« bappy^ 
iUt wfaops.beafts^are Uka Wajra-of)Ga(b - This is a ckar 
]»riH»f pf the b^]iever'a b^*1g pleafed Witb^ and of his ^ 
4iiriigj[|ting in the refir0la£ia>»\ of the will of Grd concerning 
tntunfa boUnefsi -wbaji be >\$ delighted arhli life pi^urb ot* 
atf wdieaeaer:b«.fd<% 'ttr ^b hi^lf or atberj< 
-' 6* Tlie jiK]i^v<r ^\(c%v9Pf. hia likiog to God's law, that 
enjoins boltnefs, in that he wlH not entertain the.l<faA 
dijlilte >f |t^ "wban bi& iamndeif ti&B gnealaft tenipitatlooii to 
ida*£». WjMia be falUniiddr^pprehenfiOfis that be ihaH be 
!nii^«4 fiH waot of a due icoispliance with' tl)c law, ha 
4U«ty well b^ di^^atfed with 'h«fl^i;f^ but be W'tii not be fo 
.lufih the aosapiaadinenH ]R.oi9« >ii* 10^ 12^. ^^ T'he.coin* 
miAdatent w^hich: wa« ^HTdatiied nbto Uici i founJ to be 
auita death $ b.ut cNlaw ia^baJyv ^nd the. ooiDBiandmenfo 
k^lytf Jaft^andigood^" However it bewHhm^^ whatever 
Viaoaiea o^f m^^ though I.<4ie. and per Ub;) .yet the kw 19 
Ifoad,' 'The £aiil under the conduct of fniihf though it 
<annot raacb^ full coaiplianae'WJtb the wili of God, yet 
4t di£bkes nothing ill it* Tbdugh the lawr enjoins duties 
cr.of»ir^D ita^ aat4ir<a) int^iiiatiaDSt attended witii gre^t di0i<* 
avihie«,an4 iot€rf^'iug:ari|h4tf tntereftsin the world, yea^ 
aad rn^h ^ «pcpc4e to.grcat hazarda s yet tt will eatertaia 
«iO difltka at any thing in th'n good law, nar defire to bava 
any alrteratlon or ahatcmntv Itfeif it would hava 
obangadi aud^broasgli^'t^ a eompUanee with the wiJJ of 
Cpdi. I^jnavar.wtll it deiiraasy alteration ia the law. 
It may .defire (omfi alteraiWQ famelimes hi God'a :provU, 
d^tial diffoffti a^ ka canf tcfis » hutasta ^ha cosmfat^ds 

which- 
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which refpe^ oor tit»liivefi tttii ebedtia^ce^ It ^trillH" it 
wiflict no fhdngtf % tLii4t\M it a furefr«of of Hi kVgh «A«aA 
»/ ih« lav. . 

6. That 'iov\ that ii iHtdeir tha condfiA of fakh, «ill 
evtaencQ its fatHfaaioti wtththc kwby its tHrplei^rtf witli 
itfcli, 4ip>n vvtspy oetafson wbefcin th«r€ is an^r new dif- 
cbvcj^r <tf tffs own waot 4>f comrormity to the law ki any 
notable infbuicv. • No40oifer comes it to undcrftandy that 
it has faUem ftort of conformity to, or fwerved from 
.ri)e hw, in any notable inflance^ bi»t it is filled with 
fftlf-ayHMrrentBe. Ho^UMft- H would be cloathed. witb^ 
and tikes; and therefore, when it geti a view 'Of itfeif 
^without H, in*ati7 emi-nent mcafttr% 4t<caaiiot« be TtcoBh> 
ciled to iifelf. 

7* Faith difcovers Us approbatldiT' of the law, by- fil- 
ling the foul with de^r^8 and longings after a corfofWity 
lo the law* It puis that prayer of the Pfsilmtft ia tbe 
foul's mouth, ** O that my ways were dire^ed to keep thy 
Oatutes," PfaL cxia. 5« Thi^ pfalm is full of fnch 4<* 
fires, which are fo many itludrioue proof of the Palouft'fi 
faith* * * 

8. To coDclnde, the fool ortder the conduct of fahb^ 
(hews its approbation of, artdfatisfa^'ion with, 'the whole 
vevelatioo of the will of God concern iii^ -that holiWefs be 
requires of mat), byTefufii^g tobefattsfied with aiVy con- 
dition, wbereiii k fills' 'fhort of a full cofi^Fmity M» it. 
Tell fuch a foal, tliat God is reconci4(d to It •; nay, thoH^tt 
God himfelf intimate to it he beflie¥er'ii foul, that he ie're- 
conciled to him, that he has iotrgiveii bis Hins, tbat bo 
means to take him to heaven, that it (hall pafs tbe powea.of 
devils or men todifappoint htm of heaven; yet aU this wUl 
make him (atisfied, till be obtain a full conformity' to tho 
law of God. The b«Vicvcr fays, ij^ith Hainan' ia another 
cafe, Ei^h. V. 13. ^t All this availeth menoitiiiig^ fo long 
as 1 fte^ Mordeeai :'' fo long as I fee any dn, nothing can 
fatisfy folly: ^ But when I awake, I (hall be fatii^ed 
with thy likenefs,'* Pfal. xvH . 15. NeVer will I be faiia- 
tied till 1 be like tliee, fays the believing fouL Now» if 
ye can fay, tbat ye do thna approve th« whole revelation 
ofthewill of God concerning duty, then ye do believe I 
if not, 'y* do itot believe. 'We now ^oceed to a 
• Tklrd^atk^ whereby^ ;te may knotir yfhtibtr ye do l«K 
X. , ... « lievo 
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K«ve or not; and that is taken from \ 
mony of tfaeapoQie Peter, <* To ydu, th 
KeTe, tie is precious,"' i Pet.ii. 7. W^ 

• fii$tli,*itraifes Chrift high, and places him 
both In the mind and in the affediens. 

•With yoii? Is^Chrift prwous to yon? (i.)\ii 
' tboaghf » : abdat him ? ♦ ferioos and^ fober 
(af<»n. . Few of -yon, 1 fear, hkve fo? and 
'this 18, that ye have no high ^fteera of, an 
'for- hint. (2.) Arc yc at much pains to 
'to the tefteemand affeaitfn of others, efpect 
I • wlionf vie love-moft ? What. fay ye to this, • 
' <Jren, huibands, wives?, take ye care to coi 

*4o one another > (3.) Do ye prize opportu 
■6hr!ft,-of getting into his acquaintance? 
-ftee means of his own appoihtmentj for gctH 

• |f|e§ of him ? • (4.) Can ordinances faiisfy } 
hfm ? Cih ye this day go home from thij ho3 

\ ftrangers to Chrift as ye camcj, and yet go 1 

with your day*s work? Then I dare to fay y 

I 4i%ve.' i(j.) Do ye refolutely part with ever 

Comes in competition with Chrift? When y 

the world or Chrift, or. difobllge the \vorl< 

'which' of the' two do ye make choice of? (6 

•things fatiify without Chrift? If'fo, then tn 

-and cannot be faid to be, precious to yon. 

- 'Other marks of faith 1 fliall now pafs ; . 

• ddce* ihofe three that I have given you, t< 
lions, which T crave leave' topufe your con 

*6tiflyupon: 1. Are you plcafed with, do you 

•In Chrift Jcfus himfelf? See yc any love 

I pcrfon? or is be to you one void of fonrioi 

2/ Do you renounce your own wifdom, right 

- ftrength, and venture your all upon his wi 

foufnefs, and ilrength ? 3. Are you plea 

-yoke ? do you really think his burden light, 

bafy ? If ye dare aiTert, then, that ye have i 

Ipleafed with. the perfon of Chrift, that ye 
wilh his proviHon for your falvatioo, \ 
I yoke t then I dare^ in Chrift's name^ a 
licvers. ' 

Z a 




I ihall coiiddde«hU uiCf ' bf fpeaking t tittle to kswcnl 
fortt of ferfoDB smoiig )roo*- Wc tiavls aevr isfa laying 
liefcre yon foate marks or charil6ert wlierebjr ye. nicy 
know yotnfclvei. I^et me thei'elofe icc4oufl|r» is 'in GioJts 
flight » toqutfe of yoU) Have jro a|)plied tbdtc ^traAers to 
yourfelvesf that y^e might know wihac ^itior jftateiSf tvlie*^ 
ther fe do believe or not ? S^ne, ^ hopct hf ve mde coo- 
fcieoce of doiog f(h oui of a teal ciefirc lo t)e «t a point an 
^hift gfeat 9al^:er: otheisy 1 fear» have <not lieen at paittrto 
he fattsfied in this matte ri either om of^releffnefti ior-<Nit 
•of fear that pofiihly the refuk «f the trial «iigh< not bt 
iarisfjriog ; or out of a valo prefoiDptioai thai! k w«a aead* 
kfs. 

To ihe latter forr, I fay^ (i«) Is it«ot worth yoar wfaik 
to know whether ye do believe on the Loid jfeiusC^rift nr 
not? Care ye not whether ye be ikved or dafnoed* "wiie. 
ther heaven or heli be your portion ? {%») ttaire ye ih> 
regard to the command of God| that bids yoii ^< tiy yomt 
ownfelvett and prove yon rfelves/' that bids jou <*gi/rea|l 
diligence to make yourcaUiog andcledionfure V* (31 1 Tho*^ 
ye be afraid to know the worftiand endcavotrrfierer /olfi« 
duftrioufly to hoodwink youfielves» ye will be ma4eat4«ft 
to know what ye are. ^4.} Suppofmg the worft, whelbor 
will the knowledge of the worft now or herea^fy when 
there will be no remedyi bemofi itnpleaiant and terrible F 
(5.) Are ye fo fare* that ye need not a trial? Have not 
others thought themfelves belteversf and yet have fbond 
tliemfelves in a miflake? (6.) Your careleflneG and nc^le^ 
of trying, is a Tufficient trial ; it plainly fhews^ that yop 
are not finceret that you are un*believers ; and therefore we 
Ihall lid you amongft them. Believers not only try them- 
felvesy but do^ moreover^ apply to God th^t he may trjr 
them> Pfal. cxxxix. 2*3. '< Search me, O God> and know 
my heart : try mC| and know my thoughts/' * 

As for thofc who hiaivc been at pains to apply thefe things 
to themfelveSf I Ihall put tbia quedion to them : Do ye be- 
lieve on the Lord Jefus, or do you not ? Ye may be caft 
all into three forts and rank&. 

I. Some of you are found nnhelie^^rs witji a witnefsian^ 
your fin is written in legible chara^ersj even 33 It wercr 
with a f an bsam. 

a« Some- 



' '. a. Somm hsttt sadeavonred to kitowt hot 
. termtft whecher thrf do believe or sot, 
jtt A tfiinl fen cfasseiSf ivto c)Q^}t ^i&o 

« i>fl^U^peak.ftartl9rt«cacbof thefe foftsi 
tkcK coQolude i^is ft)i^6* 

J^ii;!^^ ilhall ^MttUmjitli to wtMietftrs 
. itmt^ ^mfstt aDnfederabde part in this audii 

foft belong all the openly prophanci fwearc 
«ibs9tiDoiean|»efibq^St ibim^tDrs* an J aHal'etc 

the Lofd's dmy : aod* ttK^reovet, all gTof»ty ig 
adl Ceif ri^ttcinis dbiners» ail habitual neglet 
.fifcoetiy pfiuaie;! <ot ipuhltc^in ^ne wrordf aJ: 
.«pf»i!o»«iBf God's oontnivamoe for die ialvai 
.^w(ho sfjpizov'e HOC of tlic lair of Godi to whoi 
.^ifecioQs* 1 fhall ^ifieaik to yon^ as (bortljr 

yiHif fiQ> yenti danger aad your duty. 
. - a. 1 he%va with yoax/e. I fhall not infiif 
I •©£ the^natttfetof mnbeliefin the ^neral ; I ' 

* ' ibane of the ingredients m your Sn. if om 
I rmuider, adultery, kkcefi, or ilie like» his mi 

<odioft&» and every one looks on him as a mr 
J«ii(iy . Y«t yoM £n goes, a i^> beyond any 
Jit.haiiaojiarattel. . Wiule ye view it in t. 
olitile; i ihsl I, therefore give you a vievr of 
And expDAQi8te with yoa .in reference. to yo i 
(i.) Is ita fmall th'ng toyou, O nnbelieu 
r«piMi xhsnntth^rh^ of God, to conteain it in i 

intance? God has pot a f[*ectal ftamp of h i 
.the coimnandy to believe on the Lord Jefos, 
:U Tills is his >coiiuDandnaent» tiiat we (houlc 
.name of his Son .Jefas Chrift.;" and wi 
,fcrvc, than to attack tbatxoinroaiid which G : 
. his moil fpecial regard unto ? 
< (!•) Is it A fmsdl thing with yon, onbeli^ i 
.a Zif upon the <kid of truth ? Atod this is y i 

v. to. •< He that belie veth not God, ha : 

K^ti becaufe he belie veth not the record th 

his Son.'* Nay, you feal this monftrous ur 
.God (tfcitithfsii liar; for as be that belie 
ffeal to tbe lakhfokiefs of God» fo tbeui^ t 

4 \vkXp and fcts bas ieal 4o jt« 
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, Tbiu far have we flw^ilj' kid.Mbia you yottrfit).^'.VfJlfr 
.the like 'breviiy, 1 thall, . -..v- 

. s. EUpnItrK yoDt J^iger. .UnbelMHCiit jre fix fsowfa^ 
ye fear no iU. Ve 4o peihept prdmife 70ur(el««« veac^ 
Aod, with the fr»ol in ihq jorpel, luvc loAg .ago-ran^^. 
M<paeBt io yoDtf<bei, Soul, tike itqr left. . WeO trens « 
4or ynB,-.c«il4 jv ahpaysdeeiti fo; but: thidc db it* rhU 
will not dsi 1 aflWe y<ii> yionr itaunl n^ gneac. beyiaal 
Jhou^ht, f% lonire U ye fit. That I a»y> ^f -poAbl^ 
Awalteaycu, I (Kail fhorily tell rotii irfait it,.im.yB ace n 
hazard oE, ^nd Aefl lh*w wherein )war hwaid :lifli. . Ant, 
M, after a juft cenfideratioD of tbefe two> ye tlunk.U^t 
wonfa your while to.ptovide for your owit fe«urityf tbnt. 
flup on, 

, if f e a(k what yc tave to fear, I fliall give j'od b >flioit 
account of itf from four (ctipturcvcoipreffiona. 

(i.; It isi/dM^fffrMn ye hfive to fear : •< He tbai beHerctfa 
^all be favcd ; he that believcih not (hall be ^nmed." S» 
fa],'( tlip'lcripFureiMirlcKTi, \(s. Daanaii«it tJiougbjsA* 
cd 'At by Cain^, ii jet a v<ny. gcane eod nKHmtuona iini^ 
Ateotuice.pafled by. the great jud^ before fa Ibieniii'a 
alTeiiibly as tiiat of angels and menj adjudging poor finned 
toJieUJiy T«a iiYeveraUle ftalcnce, and uaaltersble a^Kijiit* 
inetiti ia fnre^ noU^bt natter. t: 

{•.) Ir S^'wrmib the anbcHevdr haito feati aodaiA, 
)iaaard, of : " He that bcltevetfi not ii ODndcmned alfvady* 
aod the wrath Df God abideth on him," Jidia ui. iS. jbt 
Aod " who knowri the power df God's wrath V' Who can 
cndufe ilwai^^ of an inooired God t 7!hia -cxpTcflipn 'ia 
^eligoed to point forth the ierctitrof the feaienoc. It ii 
'bonotvcd from men, whui .though they na-y fc«i>eciia». 
calmlyi without an^ xflger, puttilh ; yeti when they are ia 
wcat^ ihcy deal with ig [eater leverity, And ^aie obt ii>&» ; 
eused witb thefe mitigatbg toofideiatiahi, which fbjne- 
, limei bind up their handi. The angry loan de%D»aa( >hc 
^ood «f the- perfon' he puitifliet, at the other does* hut 
■tu9 ruin. 9ow<heaGod deligos toruin impeiMTcat fiaaen , 
he^i*faid«odeal vtth'them.iu wraih, 3 Theff, i. ^ 9> 
- ^3-) \\\\dtfiraaiam. Tbia tell* tbecwenl. they "tO 
Jear sot God, know him not, and obey not the gofpeli 
are doomed to eferlafting dcfiioAion, a Thef. i.«, - t^ 
•t (|eftru."' - -■ ■ -^ . .■ ^.-. .. 



imam RBCo^nsRT wtAvai in christ. * $^5^ 

1(lie.*teaK%« aa' ««H^ a^ their prefctit enjoymentvy are 

•entirely deftroyedt aod that with an everlafting dellni^ion*' 

ff*y It it called fitnifimeni ; ami this points out the na« 

t«ieof thai n^hich y^ axe^in hazard- of^ It is a -puniOimentt' 

jend that a ibre oxm% piBoponioncd- toy our crtme. The lov^ 

^ Godj as great as it is» is contemnfd» by reje^ine^ the^ 

Srp[61*propailV for^the (alvarion^ofiionei^s;' even the Ibve 
the Faiherv tvhich is io highly commended in giving his^ 
Son> and die kuve of the Son that n fo highly magnified in ^ 
giving himCei^ This puniQiment will- be proportioned to., 
the tahie ol that, blood which is trampled, upon. If ye be ' 
charged with fo greats ddbt as is the price of the folobd^ 
of Gk)d> tt'wiU liot'befoon pald^ it is great in proportion 
to the. means enjoyed, whereby ye might have obtained an V 
ittteteft. among God's ehof4tn onesji had ye managed' foita-* 
blf«. Iafine» it is great in 'proportion, to that falvation. 
which is flighted) tl^ greatMfs whereof ^e.did IHtsfln^te.at: 
ftine length formetly* " If the word fpoken bj angdst, 
ftts ftBi6ift» and every ti^fgreflion akid dtfobedience re-' 
/GBtred a fuft recompenfe of reward \ hdw fhal) we efcapey • 
ifvwe negle^ ib great falvatiiony which at ^thefiril began to' 
be fpoken by fhe Lord, and was afterwards coniirmadon*' 
to na by them that heard; him T' Heb. ii. tj y « He that' 
d6(pilied Mofea*4aw di^d without niercy> under two or three 
itttdefies : of how much forer punilhmeptf foppofe ye^ fimll ' 
hf be thought wonthy> «»hd hath troddsn under foot the Son ' 
oC.<yod} aiMl kath counted the blobd of the covenant where- 
with he was fandified, an unholy thing, aod hath done de-' 
fpite tinio the Spirit Of grace? For we know him that 
hftth.£tidf. Vengeance belongeth tiiit<> me, and 1 will repays 
ftith the Lord/' ^ 

, Bot wherein lies, bur hazard, will ye fay, of aH thefe/ 
efiis ye fpeak of ! I anfvver, Ye are indeed in imminent 
daiiger« For, 

(1.) Thi; nature of<3od makes, your punifliment neceSa-- 
ry»' Sin, every fin, is the *< abominable thing which God 
hiretf/' Jer. xttv. 4. Much more is unbelief fo, which on 
the aceottut formerly, mentioned, has fomething in it be- 
yond bfher flns. 

* (i.) Ged has threatened unbelievers with wrath, damna* 
)d<inf dtfttHfiion/ a&d panifhment ; a(nd when onceJ^ threat.^ 
^•: r ' '•.•*'-'. .ens 



U»$ all hb attdbntiet Amdr/rgmginfJmr'JifK' tftaaimJ ^Vm- 
be £udf lod will he not <lo ^ ^ < ^ .«> 

^ (5.) He has im/srtia/fy pm^htA MiMn: and k aat^^lM 
proof enoafi^ of thf mfa&ie jc BMf cxpedl to * mcoi ^vitii l~ 
'(he cM> aie> of -tbe Ifraeiitef frll ia the wUdemefi*; fcf . 

. l^} There it no fqfihie rrmdj foryoar. fiii» Socfa^^. 
rejeA Chnft» rcjeA ^ oolf reoi^ ; and if *f we fio.«iL-- 
folly after we receive the knowledge of the XTwh$ ^bmm 
rpmaiacth no oiof« facrifice for finst but a certain fea^il 
looking for of judraeoti and fiery iodignatioa» wbidif^ull 
devoor the adf eriariett Heb.x*269S7« 

^.(5*) To make all fare* the •mb 6f God ia engaged £x 
jour pooi(hinentt Hob* iii« iB.; and to '< whoasfwMe fan 
that fbey ihottld |ioc enter into hk reft* hot to tiietv fiiat 
hcUcvcd not ?" Had we time to difcoiirfe of tbefethio^nc 
length* yonr danger might be eafily^ manifeftcd. 

] 3* I (hall now thw op whatl baye to fay^to.yeQ» tain' 
ihoit aocoant of yoor dmi^f'f havsMalfcady laid beiots.jnoil 
your fin anjj ii^miocnt (Unger* The f«un of thi^ is. thMr- 
ifhich itconuincd ki the word^-of qurtesity BjtUo'^pu.tBt 
I^rd Jejks Chrijk Before we come to prefs thit dnty npon*. 
yi)u» we mu(tacq(^iorypa» that* wo cdmeoot in our: oam* 
name to treat with you upon tbif he^; bnt lAidiS&iht chatt* 
aifler and nouon of Chrift't amb^afladory -^o^atbed tiitb a 
cprnmiflion from him. . We do come .to yon in bit naaBei 
and (kail treat with yoo according to tbe-'inftmAiona le- 
ceived from our great Lord andMafie/t Aconrdtog to oor 
inftruAiontt theny we do in bit name demand and reoaiie 
feveral thingty all comprehended in that fliort onei Bme^it 
§ii'ihe Lord Jtfus Chriftm 

/ (i.) That ye -do own and ackoowlrdge yoe^felfet fbd^ 
tilind and ignorant fipf)crt»'at;rr)y vpid of« and-ianapnlk* 
by yonr own endeavoort to attain to» any mqiAiie or^tlo*« 
grcisof the faving knowledge 'of God ;.ml tha^*jre.^O;it» 
ceivet refly relyy aod belicvey on the ]JotdJefQt.Ghrllb.for! 
inflruAioOy wifdom» and undfsrftandiag of. all.. tWaigt ,that . 
lUreneedfoi to be knpwny in order -to yoor. pecepumae wiii> 
Gody and paruking of hit falvation : « Tiuft in tbeliOid : 
wjth all' thy hear t| and Jean not to thine own .nnderftandiogk?' 
Prov. iii, 5. « Let no man deceiire himfelf; if. any^isaa; 
nmong yoo fcemeth to be wife in thit worldi let him be* 

cone 



ke can: no mheiv^vife bc^ than .bytrufti«g.'ca 
.li0rd^'|«6i8»GlMi{l,>who48 <aade «f GodU to. 

'.■>(2v)' Wftfdoi^ia* o«r«^rd0i Lofd' a^nd Mallei 
iwmd and r^qoire,' tliat in your appeatances a 
€^od^ <or 0f hiar deputy :yoAi$ ewvO coni<:icnjc<r» . 
39o^r fiax^H*e do never vsnee^laok to, or. in tfa 
4»i»e.a2blb]vfidi[^ aapntedj' of julllified^ on.ac 
tighreoufoefs of your own ; but that ye fli'Jl 
iMMtM-^afiaTe yofai?tMii nglrt«o«ifners e«cirely».tirii 
» iJf«»d'itf yoar tD4rB ijaMficationi your own < 
ikting^: f^ikingind rchring' only upon that 
tifiitch'difM 5ar 'wrcjaghr,. pleading only th; 
"fti^n»i aHrrb^'pnitiilifn&ne that the Javir did 
>«<:i€ii9>fti(i^h«i$yi»kltd.a loIkand-<:ompleCe obi 
iti'~^e«fitfnd9 lA ydDMiame; ca which righteo 
tf«d "padtso, yetmftt'M that only whereby, ji 
€cAvtd dt 'the- bar of God from the charge laii : 
and have a title ro that life. and -happincfs wh 
mifed^re^ard ^herecC' Ye m^t with the i 
iii. 9; M count all but tofs and'diing» that 
Ctrri^^' atr.i bd^fboffd'in himf hot hiding you : 
oafi)e^ .:whreh k of the ^ law> but that ;wh'u 
the faith '^f^CktaiiiK.iheirighteoafaeis Hrhtch ii 
faiths' . . .» . 

1:{5L) Whereas^yse have by your fiaslrendeii 
faltiy* obnoxious and liable. to the dirpleafur: 
W4mh iof the holy and. juft God». we do rec 1 
fliali iiaver ^^fiW to him- y oar owi; .faith 1 
your doing or fuifefingji, yotir:prayer8 or lea 
la^lon £M'fhe oifienee done^hifii» or atpfopiti 
IMistooe hinTi and 'tam^ awi^ his^anger ; buittl 
tmfy to the Lamb of 'God» whom we kt forjtl 
ttoff tbroagh'^btn hit blood) in wbotii aloi 1 
isfoafed witb» and accept! of finnera. 
«' (4 ) We do-fbftbey demand* in Chriftour I ! 
I^ax ye iM}U«7e.Oii>aiid receiv^him as yopr abi 1 
^reign Lord y that ye readily and cbeeifiilly 

tomoMmd^eMS) that ye wiUlngly^fi^bimit to bi 1 
difpbfal^f'you. <x' 1 .. 

• f5*J We dtf requifei that yc believe on an 

- ^ A a 
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ai the Autbofy Pfefervery and MMiataiiter iA>'fpitkmi' 
and of the whole work of fandtficatioi^ to whom aIo«r|N^ 
are lo iroft^ for ibe hegionlngt progtefty And caib^eiieii'' 
of a work of fan^ificatioxiy he being ro«dc*of <Sod ia aft i wi 
>fication» aa well at righteoqfnefty to aU them tharbi^cve^^ 

(6*) We do further demaiKly that.ye do all in- tbt:naiita» 
of Chrifty Col. iii* 17. and Uvat yemt^mpt no dut}*) goriortli.' 
againft no cnemy^ but in hia name aodtbrengtht and*«rndeK> 
hit condadl; truAtng to bin) only forftrangibi protcdliiMvi- 
throui^h*bearing» and acceptance* ^ -^i.-. 

In Snei to fum up ally we do^ in oar great Lofd'a. rmsittk 
require a pn/tnt readj^ e^mp^ftte with aU<and every .aneor 
4hele demands. We have no ipHrt^^iioofr to allow yim one* 
hour's delay : «*Now is the accepted ttaaok now ia fherdi^ 
of falvatiooi and to-di^> it ye will hear hia voice* jbafdba~ 
not yoor hearts." We have no eommiffion to ^peak of to* 
morrows. Nor will w«s nor can .we> nor dare w«y part 
thefe demands* Comply w^ith all or none* That ihort 
vne in our text impliea them all and ttiOiCy wfaieh welball 
not ROW infiib upoii> having at length opened the- aatoreoi 
this duty in our expltcation of that domne #hichivfe are ' 
Aoxv improving* 

This IS the lubf^ance of what w« do ta:oor Lord'asame 
crave; and we are inftru6ed to paeft thole ddman^^ and 
urge your compliance with thcnii i* By. iatanaica ; «• By* 
commaoda i y By threara. 

I. Know thent O Qiibelievert» thotfgh oar Udfed Xord 
and Mafter oii^t prereo^ktoiily leqwiie obedieaoe to^ atMi 
ajec^j^anec ^ thefe demandat aod> spoil the Mt xefykh 
inm yoQ all into hell 1 yet foeb ia hia oepdo fe cn fi e p > that lie 
bat girte lU in commiifioa. to befeechand iotreat y^r^ 
eempliaace. thettfoiet aa embafideie for CbriAt aaiho^ 
Cod did befteck yon by a% we^fcay Toein €hrift%:fteai ^ 
he ye lecOBciled to God ;*' w|ych.€aii eo^otherwilb be^ ^ae 
epoe an aoceptance of the tema we ^laveptepofedtoyoe* ; 
We want not motives le eefOfct oei petiiaoe ; we 9itm^ ' 
ther fttaiteeed with the Beaaber of them time wiiii wadb 
We have fo aMiiy 19 oar aiew^ that>wc Iremw aoewheie m > 
llcgin, aor how to end. . 1 

\i.) We caraaftlyt ia Choft'sAiad, kefeack foeridlif«^ 
ie with the demaada aaade epoo yonw wbadi eie ~ 
leivcs woithj^of all aocepaooe* Wa'ctve m» 
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i ahlo thiiMl) .vrhen trerbtd, you befieVe on the Lofd Jefti> 

I . Qbri^ inb^ teqdeft Is faired to all tbe prtdciples of Ka# 

I fo^* "Wrbat more fsitabk tban 'for the xsreaHxfe: co grant the 

I nM|acfl>coo»pl}vv«ttii^the deftret (pafdon the expreflion) of thtf 

I C<«it»r-?«Whattnpi;e Cuit^^k to that. jRationai priociple of 

i £^^f«fervationi sau^ allowable fe!f-lover than A)r a captive 

r <t^ accept of 4 d«li^erei> a fl»re fb tcSceWea Redeemer* a 

^ CDQ^emoed mate&^or to welcome a^ pardonv a< iinner to eiK 

I :tetcanLa?S9vi9ar»r;a waodeiep to kj hold- upon a guide* a 

I .poor man to aceef>l of richer whett^o&redr and a pnrfued 

j ofioMlen to i>etake>faifnjfelff to the city of refuge? NQthin|^ 

I id«e :c«i bcltet ^adfate wicb thar principle that is interwo- 

I ¥ftn ii^cbc 'V«ry fxame of oor mtuiet* Again* what more 

I fqictd t» OQf tntereft ihaa' thia ?' This is: a ra.cional principle, 

, vdben ktpt widiin jail bounds ;. aad^ it has a great inBuence« 

far /ordtfiai^ff upoft>; tthe^ a^anii-«il^ men; Intereft* ni^^ or 

, Mlibtken^. rulea the world ;, and net ae did it more Appear 

tlxayft heee*^ pleading' ftfongif for yoar acceptance of* and 

I c^napliince nrltb* oor d«fire« A. cooipliance will' take yon' 

ffQQithodtmghiUtdilittiiironrs win enrich beggars with all 

,tlie iulae& of God p anil make • the chiMr«n« na/t the Ha vea. 

.f}f Satan^ heiis of iiea«en» said advaoce them to the efiate 

and dimity of being fons ot the Moft High. It it not a 

fi^ithlnga^.tet allmtngt* that ye 'may make yours* by ac« 

.eepliog ofthii' oB^Ah If jrd beHete* ^1 things are youis* 

things pfeient*. and thin^st to come*' grace and glory ; << ali 

»i9 fmm afid'jie ate Chnfi's/* Onoe ibore^ nothing more 

/iiitabla tA thatpsinctpleof^gratitade^' tfastt is judged to be 

fo ^moeh' fuitcd to the nature df man* that He ca rmot forego 

it^ithfiat- inkir^ htmfelf a degree below the very beaO^. 

Nothuigi i iky* iamoie agreeable togratitnde. He ^ho 

[ ^t^ X^° ^ ^t'ye pofSlai to whom> alone ye raoft owe ail 

I that ye Iballto etenitty enjo^r* dks thi» fmali and reafona. 

f bkbooih tliisijaftdefire} and we* in his Head* befeechand 

Jhuaear*.and.obceft yxiuiicefmpHance. Shall we get a lefu* 

fa}* when onr dennnd ss fo hkhly reafonaUe ^ Reafon* felf«. 

lovt^tiatofe^* gratttnde* ail&candoor re^e^.^ If ye re* 

' fttfe in *tbisi il ye will not hear ihe& feconding and nrgi. 

: ihg oar earneft reqneft* then we tidteiGcd* angeli^ and- 

jMHf ta wtitneb ugasait yon* that rather than comply with 

tha>^£rf of ths^ aaibaffiidor of Chrift» fiipplicatuiff you 

in. bia jjaaK^^yois adUnos^ftapd^ ti> connteraA all the 

[ ^ principles 



pcinciples of ncafon»' (tU ^prc{er\M6nf intetdkf tund'^gr^t^ 
tudcy to hear whom, ye witi rnot refofe in anf other caic* 

(».) W« befe^di yoo; tn Chrift'tfteaifi tDjrccurpt.of him's 
for, we dare fay^ht is worthy o( your nccepfarccy «p(>a 
thy for whom ye..iboald do this thing*- Hbi» the ** pnlf 
b? gotten !>f the. Fatherv" and it poiTefied' of all the gloria 
ous perfedtons of- the 'Father ; l)e is the :*<'exprefs loaagf 
of hf& perfon," tiie.« innrge of fth« invi6bk God.*' Aai 
as open acoount of his perfoDarexcelieneiee; iaupoir accoonr 
of rhe good offices he.ha)i4anc7buy he dfierves good treat, 
ment at your hand. *- He ha« faonoureil-yoar: nature^ hj 
j ining it to his own,' in a glorious* atiid'myi^ical perfon^ 
ciuDn* He. has given the. moil' pregnant prOof'of nuuchki 
jave to loft'iirvners: he left the father^Vthoibnif to bring 
tlu:m there; he died, that tbty migbt live ; he fu^redi 
f hat^they- might be. £3ved« In a word,- adl the .per/ei^ions of 
the divine nature^ aU-the perfect ioiD' of your own, all the 
•wounds, eveiydrop €>f -the tblcpd'^of the crncified Savi*- 
our of the world, aU the? tears he (l&ed, all the drops of 
hii)od he* in his agonies did fwcat lot the relief of-poor 
iinners.; all ery with one voice, Sinners^ we befeech y€U9y 
believe, on the Lord Jefua. ^ Can yoa:refufe whait is^cravcit 
•by fuch aii one ? * ' t : 

(3.) We pray you, by tl« « mercies of Gqdt-'* iii the 
«* bowels of OUT Lord J«fu&,^'- belie vue on him, accept 6f 
Iiim ; fcr his heart is upon thistequeff; I Notfaingmore sv> 
ceprable to him, than a coihpllance.'Vcth thtt eaU^ he laid 
the foundation of thia ofier we make to ytni, in' his own 
biood ;• he wept at iinners folly, that would not comply 
with it; he has ihfiituled a gofpeUmihiftty for' this very 
end, and has'been>>if I oiay fo fpealc, at a^ vail «xpence of 
gifts and grace for the siaincenancCl'of' thbhis own ordi^ 
nance. He has given them moift peremptory- orders* to call 
you, ta befeech you,: t(>iconaiiiaod» rto tliFeate%<nay,. to* 
compel yoo to a compliance'* WiMtye rcfafe ^our.'Malleff 
thit requeft he has fo much >t heart ?i . ' r 

(4») We befeech yod, acefcpt of him isow,< grant our 10- 
qudt, as ye wouid £avc .yodr? gramvd by him, ^ait td)at 
ody when ye (hall * be ■ otiltgcd to .fuppiteate him^ (hmding 
before his bar, as patinekbtffote the Judge of all the tarth. 
None (liall have their r6qQeft\granted'iBthat dayt wh^^wtH 
^ot j^rant quis.jk>«. 'WiB.yc not thisaheafoviiMafiernow^ 

If 



k iiiAN'8 re6oVerv by fait» in chr 

^ If yc^refufc him np«v, how; will yoa think to < 
Vbur from him tlicn ? 

' " 1 (i^ y^ befccch you, in thfe name of ill 
Trinity, to grant bur demandj, Wc arc am 
Cihrift, and God doth bcfeech you by os. G< 
and' God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoftj 
the fupplication. Nefcr were there fuchthrc 
Supplication, never fuch-thrce hands at a p«ti 

■' nersllwhat hearts have ye, if ye can rcfufe %\ 

^^ •iupplicatibn, thb in treaties of a whole Trin 

3l6ve of thfe Father, all the grace of the Sbn,^ 

ifirigs that are enjoyed by cDmmunibn wj 
Ghoft, aW plead with yoti for your complia 
retufc usj .then, .Q fnncrs, O roclu, O hearts 
recks f; 

(6.) Once more, wc bcfeech yoti, be ye 
6odf accept of, and believe on onr Lord Jcfa 
we aflbre you, in' our great Matter's name, h 
nary faj^plicant. He- nevisr came with fuch ; 
jb the fallen- angels; -he never came with it 
tions of the world, wtio would, we make ni 
come iti if they knew it^' and had it* Kings an 
petitioriers, and., therefore it is no wonder 
with a rep&lfe 

Now, Ci linners ! what anfwer (hall we gi« 
' ftrit us ? -what return fhall we give to ourMaf 
' fily, that wc came to the congregation of C 
' l^ewed his commifCon, told our errand, in I 
"plicated for a coroplianse with his demmd ? 
^. would not hear him, though we bcfought yoi 
'by all the ties of reafon, {elf-prefervation, 
graiitudci by the glorious worth ot Chrift, by 
bf his love to mankind, by all his concern foj 
'we bad a whole Trinity fifconding us, and tha 
with a rcfufal ? Are ye willing that we tdlce « 
this rpfufal, apd, in our I/after's name, pro 
'our reafonabic, nay, advantageous requeft, 
I It is a wonder that ever the commandsof a 

|. '; be difobcycd ; but it is yet a greater, tha 
i ; queft, the intreaty of a God, fhould be de 
I ,' tofiifliedj'O heavens, at this, God bcfeechii 
J refufing, 

I Aa-2.. 



%H MAr^s REGOVtRY BV FAITH m CHUST. 

. 9. li^thuwUI not prevtil.wltb yout then kncHfp liial 

we are indrudcd by our great Lord and Madefy /t»> n^ike 
ufe of .his * aoti^oiityy and in, hit qame to commgnd ybnr 
.compliance. We do> rherefor<et in -the aame of twr iJonl 
•and Maft<r Jeiiis Cbtiftf conuaand e\refy one of yoo^ 7<Miog 
and.oliii ricband poor, high and low, to believe on hiniy 
aod rrcelvt hiok Beware oi defpiftng hit authofky*. I^je 
be wifet obey his commaAd* Port 

(i.) Never was there a command given by ao^r kin^ 
that deierved more icfpe^^ upon account of the matter of 
it. If ye look to it, ye will find it nothing elfe buc ihiiy 
.Chriti commandt you to be bappy» commands yon to hem- 
.ven ; and will yc, out of hatred of Godft anthorityi dama 
joar own fouls? 

(a.) Obey this command ; for it is hisf who is ^ Kfnj( 
of lungsr and Lord of lords, the Pi ince of the kmgt of 
the eaith," the high and only Potentate, who, on ao 
Goant of the fupereminent excellency of hit natnae.., hia 
iotereft in nt by creation and prefervatipn, hai» the un. 
qneftionable tight to oor obedience, without any rekrva- 
tioo. 

(j.) Difptttc n^t his command^ for it is his who >^id 
command you out of nothing, and who can, with the like 
facility, command yon into bell, which is infinitely w<n& 
than nothing. 

(4.) If ye « ill obey his command* we have an allow* 
ancc, in hi$ name, to make offer of hiqifelf, and of all bis 
glorious purchafe : andf according to our comroiffion, >.we 
do here, in the name of our great Lord and Ma^, oiSsr 
him for wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanf^ifi cation, apfA redcmp* 
tion ; we offet him, and all he h^s, to every one within 
tbcfe doors. Whoever ye be, whati^yer youf fins arc» tho* 
as great as ever were ^th^ fins of any <>f -the fons cf Adam, 
we do here oflFfr Chiift to you, and do promifc, that if ye 
will accept of him, he will " in no wife caft you out ;" way, 
he (hall fave you, make you fons of God, nay, heirs, yea, 
and joint-heirs with himfelf. BeUe*ve an the l^ord JefnuMnd 
ye /ball be /a'v*d. Take him, and have him ; take him, 
and have with him all things ; all the blefiSngs that the in* 
finite, eternalf elcAing love of the Father, defigned ioj his 
chofen ones ; all the- bleifings that the precious bloodi. of 
God, one drop whereof was of more value than ten thot|. 

faod 
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VAN** ItECOVERY tY FAITtt IN CJ 

£mi vfotld^f did parchaie ; 'all thil liie ^rei 
inKnttifea of Ihc lile that now is, and of t^ 
co^e% aife able to grafp or compfehertd ; 
lighted faitht that looks from one etermty ti 
f»tern»l ele^tng lotc» proj«6ltng,n[iercv> to e 
fibwing from that fountaifi» can fet its eye 
the eildargcd capacity of a perfe^d foul can ] 
all etejrnicy : in one wofdy all that a God ca 
(ereaiiHre receive ; if ye leceive Chri{l« all 
yt>ur.f- 

' ^ But if we can neither preyafi by com 
^ti:ealiet with youi then we gi^e yootouiidi 
iiare it in comm^ion to urg^ you to a compi 
enings, 

' (»•) If yc bcHeve not, now in the accept* 
yoardaVf then the things which belong to ; 
he « hid from your cyes^" Our Maftei 
treating with you, call home bk aanbailadoi 
£ommiffion to tufn to others-; as we find h 
fjews rejeded the gofpeUoHer, A^ xiii* 41 
Barnabas waxed bold, and faid. It was Be< 
wordr of God (hould frrft have been ^oke 
feeing ye put it from you, and judge yourl 
of^everlalt-ing life, lo, we torn to t£e Genti 
the Lord commanded- us,** 

(»•) We do^ in our great Lord and Ma^ 
*i:1atm war aga^inll yov.; Unbelievers, finally 
are to hitA as Am^l^k, wich whom the Lord 
•will- have war from geners^|on to generatior 
(5.) Wearebid teltyod, in ouf Lord's 
lievfrs! th^t ^hojigh-j^fe difobey one commj 
made to obey JanoSbc^{iv)thing fo mu;Ch t< 
and advantage* ' ti; )lc obef not that con^m 
and be faved ;" th«fii -ye ft^l> l?e obliged to 
ye corfedt into everla^og fiir,» (ii!ie<pared.. (c 
his angels." Now, chufe-you wliicff yc^>^ 
^ay ye have had life and death £^r'.beft>r^^ 
ye mtift chufe life, and live ; or chufe deal 
anfwer we dch in our A^after*s name deiaai 
call us back, aqd forbid as to treat any mojr 
hie give 0^ dealing with yoa, then we ma; 
yoawten he depaits ffom yott*^ When hi 
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9B% M-AN's RBOOVERY BY FAITH I N^ CHRISTT. 

tmbafTadony he wi]] fend his armies in their rboijDt# w.h¥ 
Akftll deftrojr thofe rebelt) <f who would not that he ihaai4 
reign over them/* Ye ha?e life tko^ death before yotif 
^ufe which of them ye will. 

• Haviog thas addrefled myfelf to unbalieveis among yout - 
j^ihall now«. 

Secmdly^ Speak a word (hortly to yout who, after fearch^ 
are in doubt zbom yourfelvef^i whether ye do believe or nofb 
Waving many things i once defigned» I (hall addrefs yon 
in a few words« 

1. I muftconfefsy your cafe is*very fad and deplorable. 
Nothing more woful, than to be thus in fuf^ience^ ii'ithour 
lg:iowine what yp<ir<:afei8' You hang betwixt heaven and^ 
hell : ir ye be concerned about }'t)ur SatCi a fad conflidl be^ 
twixt hope and fear will torment* you. You can have no 
comfort in* any enjoyroenty if ye continue fo* O what a 
lamentable -cafe ate ye in I lor ye riHi a rifk for eternity, 
9n<i lofe the cemfort of time* 

2. Think on it» I affare yoa^ it will be a work of dif- 
'fioulty to get fatisfa^fon about your believing. The words 
whereby this is fet forth infcripture* do all import pains. 
Itisnot juft- to leok» and to be ata point; but there is 
fearchingi provingt trying^ The candle of the Lord rouft 
be -lighted* and ye much fcareh ; the toi>chftone muft be 
bronghtf and ye muft prove yourfeltes ; the furnace muft 

*he kiodledf and ye rouft abide the trial ; ye muft put your«. 
ielves in the balance^ .which he holdsi who is a >God of. 
.judgment) .by whom anions are weighed.* 

3. Red not .in this ft ate :. ^*^ give all diligence to make - 
In re your calling and ele^Hon/*' God's authority^ vour 
own comCorty the credit of the gofpcl, and the glory of.- 
Chrifty bid'yott all halle out of this i^ate. 

f Andf for yout diredlion* I Ihall lay before yoti the few 
^particulars follawingt which» if ye obfervey.wHI do much 
40 rid you out of all your doubtSi through 4he blcfiing pf 
GoJy by the inte»pornion of our Lord Jcfus Chrtft. 

1. Conclude not that ye wanf fairh» becaufe ye do p6t 
fefy xn find 2\\ thefe things in yourfclveswhich others ^havc 
faund, either before, in the time, or aficr the Lord's 
.working faith in them, whereby they are ouited to Chrift. 
Some havea ftronglaw.worky of long continuance* before 
«onycitioD i fttine have much diitio^ci^j confideiicey-and 
I clcjiJueis; , 
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^fi<8Mefc^ atube vetf uimc of coiiverfibn> 
IJiheb) iter givt^^ a idi^ii^:accoqnr< of the m 
Th^ans of their confcrfion ; and feme have 
bijj^K inftiiifei^atioar aftenhirds^ But thong 
ijllseirJcfigihtcyt haireno leafon thence to c 
•^ehretiunbelte^rky: fincein'fomc the cxerci 
-:intenifi:9'*nQr>D£>rQ€h -oontinoancf) as that of 
liar.forJi asis fti&ueiit r^o. take them oat. of 
Cbrift ; and this is all the fenfe of fin that U 
tefiary. SfDiiiie cannotr amidilf the xniR ratfei 
. cotruptiotisii Satanf, and the world> fee Goci 
f their fouls ; nor cap they re^ch that joy and 
-lieving, which others do ; nor aire they'' a i 
;Chriili)pon the mount* in bighmjEmtfeiVatior 
; . 2.. Conclude not that; ye arc unbelieretsr 
-not all things; as- iheyj^ould bs with jrou. ' 5 
.finragtiigand tyranrnzinji} fio inth^ heaitC* \ 
,fome>a£is oiimpietyt a^dt frerailtiig ia vari \ 
.oafu^ffi^ntevidcnceii of the w.ani.ofgface> i 
;£aiJth«. . Yeiietinoiii:flQbeeaufe.giac;!6aboan I 
-3^. Study the aature of the covenant of^^tJ i 
i/winh^-exoeedingl^'ibelprol'tdyoui «hd rehB 
i<HHI>f.^our way* axui>aAiJwcrina:y of youi^c i 
iJarly, ftudy to know the ground of you f i 
Ood> and of/^our admi^n «fidL» accef^ ii i 
lektioB: it ie^ not yo6r freedom *fe<uni fifi^j.-l 
■»om grofe fin*, nd>4& ifcany* thiaj^»>jr>«ghi i 
.but only. die -rovccetgvily iicd^giFace ol Gbd 
gloiics in renjoving tlie greateft offences, ii 
1 6.boi(^eft ioleroki npbn the -chief o^finnerfe, , ' 

can be ruined, whatever Ws. fins 'be, who i 
ifalvatiop tofri4iEj.graice.i,trC'hrifti. The grc 
be faved in this way/a^ weUas the ie^ft ; 
, with free grace ;; it it .ik> mofe: di&cult to : 
:pf finfiers, than to f ojgive the jesffl. fioneri 
; cr perfoBs fins be, at they have greitel nec 
tthe greater Cdcoptageipent to come,; JA i;cg i 
decfored, that the tifefig;n of all hit dealirig 
.th&glory and advancement of his grace .'ii i 
j add that th^ greater the fins of fuch as do a | 
; ialvattoo are, the more i$ it glorified. Bi 
, fio QOti bccaufe grace abounds. There i 




•M Uh n% RSCOVX&Y jnr FAITi»lll» CHllflR 

coangement to fach » are. grot finaci% biit)B(UMM» 

t9 be fo* <« Shall we fin> becanic grace abounda P.hGoA 

forbid/' ? - 

' "t. StaAy the amdefanfion of the coyenaot ift the Kale -Mv, 

beltererty who carry about with then fttll a body of fin «ad 

deathy while they are here in this hoofe of their jpi%fimage«. 

Jx accepts of fincere obedieoce« it provides^- iimseaees far 

enabKfig believers to perform iti it pteridea pardon. fov- 

filings. 

5« 5tui}y acqaaintancc with the fyringi of that eoteitaoo^ 
peace» which believers enjoy in their widk with Qfdw ^ lt.m< 
mrt their Own nieriry but God's mercy ; it ts noi^ iteir osro^ 
Maffleleffii<efs» bol xhc eficacy of Chrtft's blood to take aiwa^. 
fpoti } it is not the evennefs of our walk* and oor freedom fraoi 
frtpr ; but it is the teftimony of a good confcicneet bearings 
v^ftnefsy that it is oorexerciie to have and . V ke<^ a eon- 
Icience void of ofience* towacd God and nani'' by conttn- 
Hill dependence on God in Chriftt far mercy to remove &v 
Wltd grace to help in time of need* £nd«avear to endM^* 
(land thefe things welb aod yoo will tlwebe foqn eafed of • 
fliany of your fears. ■' . -^ 

tf. Aeqaaint jroiirfeif et with thcle aarki of . gfaoe» which 
tMVint 9X its hingi rathier than its^^^^#»an4.avc tobefcvfnd ^ 
%h the foulf onder all its temptationa. Sech.ave thefe wbieit ': 
nl^ named already* and cannot now fhiml to repeat* ••. 

7. Fray for the influmct rf that Sfirit which iearebedi • 
the deep things of Qod» and can let in fuch » beam cij 
tight iAta4he fduly at will deal to yon folly what iayoiir 
flatty . "ty 

^ Once mote» i fayy wait upon the Lord in the nft •f^ 
mtMftSf aod theii ye (hall, know yonrftatew There lafioch 
of'fotrereignty in God's'wayof dealing with people» aboiit . 
thia aiTarance now fought after. « When he gireth qui^t« \ 
' nefty whocangire trouble? and when he hid^th his hcK 
wh6 can behold him ?" Job xxxiv. a9» Therefore wide. « 
hit time. « The hu(bandman waiteth foe the preQimia^r 
ffbits tff tht earth) and hath long -patience for itf unjcit be. ^ 
receive the early smd the latter rain»"^ James t. j*. " liff^i< * ? 
is Town for the righteoos*" Ffal. xcvii. ii. lmpa^ieeeie»k 
frowardnels, floth^ and wearinefsy ate indtca^iofiaof a foel^ ; 
not in ;a very good ftate: therefore waiti^^ox it i|,»g9o4 - a 
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thM mwm ikmM^ both hogt sndffuetly wait fortbe faly** 
tioaof God/' Lam« ill. 26* , 

-'Thlrdiyi We come itour fofpeakto fuch as.C9n;Upoii 
J^itgt^fkN Aiyy 10 the piaife of the glory of God's %net$ \ 
itet ffatyiWb itf^2£rw Ml ii^f Lord Jtjns^ We had once fome 
ddigif to hold fdtdi your doty at Jength from another fcrip* 
tttfe s 'bof *thi# we mXi wavei at licaft for fome tiin€> and op? . 
lyrmtpvefeftt lM%eak you very ihortly* 

I, '4iai God wrosght the work of faith with power !» 
youf thtott hUfs hit name* «< Take the cop of falvatlont 
eid^tpon4he*iiameAof the Lord/' and ofier praife to him^ 
•f/wKo'eelneffibefcdyott in your low eftate^thecanfehiaaicrV 
ly endtifelfrfof^evcr/* ^ . 

'^i'^i^ hundfly with yoor God. Pretencet to faithf 
Wi^oiit boaiility>. are imoft vain, it is peculiar to &itb» to 
laytnan lowy ihatOod alone ii»y be exalted- 

3; Ye are by Mfh iograited in Chrift, then brimg JMb 
tiad^'ftur} ; for heve^y will he be glotiiiedt and hereby 
wiH ye alike ft sppeary to your own fatlsfiidltonf and the 
con virion of others* that ye are ingrafted .upon that Root 
df Jeflc. 

^ Yohaireby faith acknowledged Chrift your head; de^ 
pdad oti hitii "Ibfdiiflttencea of light and ftrengthf ,that he 
may be allaDd4n all to yoQ. 

5. Be itnder 6f his- iwicttr mid \gUfym The boiionr of 
jrmir blefibd Loidond'MifterfliOuld be deaf to y,oiii and will 
befot if ye^lw^ indeed his difciples* ; , 

6« fityim^i^fe ye bare left behind yon in black nature^ 
<' without <60d) and without Chriftf and witho9.t.hqM: io 
the ^oridi'* 

^« EndeaifVK^ theff ialvatioh. Commend Chrift and 
rehgion to themi by your fraBice (snd by your etrnvn^m'^ 

8* Syitipitliife wHh) and feek the;good of God's Moples 
to whom y^arfe joined'in fiicie^y under the bkfled ,M^k^ 
to#*8 x^o^dnft'and govimment; tbatit mty thereby ap|)«aff 
tbtt'ye are members of the 'fame bodyt of which Chrift is 
the '^oti6tts and extdted Pdnce and Head. 

C^dmgtm We hate now for the fpace of «ighi Ixurd's 
daytf laid "b^ov^ yeu who are in a ftate of naturet your 9b» 
mihtTf and hazara. We hare for fixteen Sabbaths mord 

iafifted 



Miifted Oh the Way o( ytmt mfctkfci mi harteHargcd fm.t* 

betake yoorfelves to it. • : lif ^ ' « ., 

' NoWf I (hall conotude all wttH thatjqvc^i^ik of the fVd- 
fnher, Ifa. liiU i. «< >^hohatHbeli««edDQT report ^ to whom 
h the arm of the Lord revealed i*' -.What otaoy arhjit woiiiaii« 
h tWe in this congEe^ation^ that hat (bfelicnrod otir rfportf. 
in the dir«over)ric!e made either oCiia* or of the $;iymmc 
of iinners f Are theife none at Mf:' Hmve vre^Xpt^tou 
fktttgth inyaiH, and laboured in'tba fire^ <H9re> we .^aft 
the goft^el net (o ohen» and ^eaught nothing? iihaU we^^ivc 
this melancholy account of our embaffy totyQui LcHrdf ne 
came to the congregation of Ceres» and diifpliiyed chy t^h* 
ton before their eyes, yet none were alarmed. We |>roclaim; 
cda'Savioory bat none received oar report. Th^f svoald 
none of thee« out rejeflcd the.coon&l'of God againft theat* 
fcl?cfl. Mud ive« with Eiiasi be natde to in^rcede with 
Ood againil you ? If we' be put upoji thfSf we h»v« a. heavier 
charge againft ydu, than he had'agaloft ifrael. ; << Ijord*'* 
faya be» << they have killed thy prophetat ami digged dqwa 
fhincaUar»y";Roni* xit 39 3. B^t we.mayfi^y, Lord» the/ 
have killed thy Son^ reje^ed thy gofpelf and mocked thy 
fervants. 

- N«W| JM for yoQi who have not. heliivt^ omr rq»p rt^ I 
have two or three words to leaue with'ytOO* . (u) Yeaie 
'the plague of the ChurcK* the burden '<^ the 4andf theAchan 
in ourMcamp.. '»Kb fin has fo great a hand in the Lord'f 
quarrel^ as unbelief; (a;) Ye are the enpug^^ers of the 

Jrrouttd; and Who can tell but Gods who^lm^fR'^^ ^^ 
oogi and dunged and digged.akMit.you«b0l9yi^ue forth 
that commands ^< Cut it down* why cumbereth it the 
eround?'^ (3,) The Lord be judge bct«vixt you and ^s. 
WQ'have warded you, and ye will not take waning » >v^ 
have offered Chiift, and ye have rcfufcd him. What wiJJ 
ye aiifweV at the Bdr of God, when yi6 and i^e (ball be fifte^ 
togrhtr, and we fhall tell, Lord, wc, ^ffened thee to thelQ 
wretehcst but they would none of thee {4,) *^U <^^ 
gofpef be hid, it it hid to them that are loft; in whom (he 
god of this world has blinded the eyes of theai that believe 
not, fed the light of this glorious gofpei pf Jcfus Cbfi«» 
who ts the image of : God, (hould (bine into thenif" ;2 Co<« 
iv. 5. 4* . . ' . 

To you, if any fuch there be, who have helievid oar 
report, we fay, fi,} We blefs the Lord who has given yp* 

counieif 
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-icc^nfeli ftttd defict to join in aa eternal fong on your be« 
i[ialf r aod to b«sr«:|Mtn id that blelfed concertf wliere yodr 
ialirllti6h iTfll^coine in as one of the grounds of the fong. 
4a^.7 ^Whktettt God*has dqwc, far you, afcribc the glory of 
ic to^friini and to him alone ; for from the laying the cor- 
net flohei nayf from the firft wound of the ground in dig- 
gjitig k^pla^ fof ft>*tdili^ pQtiiog on the .cop-Som;t all is 
fais dolifigy and his only. If we have been in(lruroental» 
pray foi^us» that we may be found of him in peace at his 
aj^pearancet and may Ee helped to a faithful difchargey and 
a^ faccefsfcrl management of our work* to the good of fouls. 
f^.) Dearly beNved.ut oar Lord, fince w|^«look for the 
Savioory the Lord JfefusChrid/' from heaven, ** who (halt 
-chanee^ our vile bodieiy that .they . may be fafUoned like 
tanto nis glorious body, accordipg to the working whereby 
be is able to fubdue all things unto himfelfy" {land faft in 
the Lord r for what is oar hope, our. joy, our crown, our 
' -glory' in * the day of tbie Lord? Arc not even ye, if ye 
' ffand fat f6 the Lord I Prepare tbr fafferings, ' AH that will 
•Hv6 gorfly in Ohrift )tfuii rairft travel through hardlhips 
* ^d difficulties. It tsihc charaAer of the glorified fatnts; 
- fltcj^ are a pedplcr^< cmneooi 6f great tribulation^ i^ho 
•fiave walhen their gaimems ^in die Wood of the Lamb." 
Prepare, Hand faft ;. and he who is able ftiail preftnt you 
' Ifctirtlcfr;- bi^fore the prcfcncc of his glory, wiili excecdibir 

• To him bc^tcMry iir ai^ the Churches. ^?j»/ 
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;iHE christian's duty, WITH RESPECT TO BOTH 
PERSONAL AND FAMILY RELIGIOK. 

Jo(h. xxiy.^ 15. — And.i/it.fefm.ebii unto ypu^ tc fertit 
the Lvrd^ chufe you ihif ^day whqm ^e tuiU firvt i 
7vhetfier the gods luhich your fathers fcrvedy that toe%e 
on the other fide of the flood i or the gods ttf the 
JptoT'itesy in whofe land. ye dweUi./but as for m€ and 
my houft^ we will ferve t^he Lord, . 

I^HJS verfe is a pare of the Jad difcQnr&y wherewith 
Jofhuai the famed captain^geiv^cTal. of liraely enter- 
tained that people at Shepfaeou * whither jie had called iheio 
together> that he might fpcak his mind to them;befbre bis 
4leathf as we may undcrfiand from the beginning of tbia 
chapter. 

And in this farewel difcoorfe* he firft reminds them of 
i\\c humbling ftory ot their forefathers' idolatryi before the 
Lord called thero» in the ^d verfe; and thence to the i^^ 
'verfe, he entettains them^wkh a ihorc rehearf^l of the 
Lord's remarkable kindnefs, in the whole coarfe of hts 
providence to Abraham, and to his feed, for near the fpace 
of five hundred years ; that is, from the time of Abraham's 
being called to the prefent time, wherein his feed were put 
in the peaceable podeffion of the land of Canaan, according 
to the promife made to 'Abraham. After this, in the 14th 
▼erfcf he infers, from the whole, a ferioas exhortation to 
it^ft the Lord, of whofe gQo4nefs they and their fathers 

.had 
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'litd?rfo3mi>teTJtb#f*,V and; to abandon thot© idols wlioin. 
tlicirlathetft &ryed on^me ^cher ftdt ifhe flood* the river 
, £opiirate8, and- ia^gjrpt. 

- And in the irardrwc have rcad»r he pieffcs this cxhoF- 

\ !• fiy an argument. Andy 

- .ai^By-» dcdaraticjtt- of his own refoluHon. ) ; 
LTheargomcnt lic« in the firft pact of th^e v^rfer Andjf 

. iti/eem e'uilf &c.r 

For th« opening it, we are; t 

L ; I* To. foe what the argument isi- " 

I * 2* How it i-a expre(red« 
' : 5. Why it is fo expr^fled*- • 

As for the argumenu it is (hortly this : If, while I ex- 
hort 790 to fervx the,Lohl> and abandon {I tange gods, I 
jMTtis yoa to Nothing, but wh^t is cvidcntiy your intcrpft, 
as well Its your duty ;. theii iu rely lye tm^t cheerfully, and 
of choice to comply^ . But fo it is' clearly ; for what can be 
m^se evidently for your good,' than to abandon idols, which 
your fathers found it their inteffft to leave, and which were 
hot able to deliver yon from your flavery in Egypt ; and 
idols which ^9f^t not able to .defe&d their worfnippers againfb 
you, and to cleave to that God of whofe goodnefa ye have. 
Had large proofs, and your fathersi/a^ for a long tra£\ of 
tsnie? This is the ^rg^inieftti I "•■' . 
i ^r;r/,.Weiare to l^ok, iiOHt ii&is.exprefTed; an<^ we find 
that it is propofed, ... 

-ni-'By laying down a fuppofitioit, Jfit/efm euiU 4L'c, 
/2. ^y a fort of concefG^ upon that fuppofition, Chuje 
ye this daji &e. ' ^ 

Firfti^-^e hyr be inakes a fiippoiition, If it feem e^il 
Mftiojoih &c* ; that is^ iS> after all that ye have heard and 
feed of the vanky of idols, and <he advwitagc of the Lord's. 
fcfcvice, ye can find juft i^afon to thtnik h ior youf hurt, i 
am- tfo.t to^bind^r yptt fxo«* chuiing where ycni ay do better, 
Nt»v>i this iiippofiti^. imports the (fvideot abfurdity of the 
tiling' ftippofed» as muchr as if he had faid» If ye feriouny 
conlider things/if caaiiot hlit fcem jud, tcafonable, and for 
your interest to ferve the Lord* 

Secondly^ We h^ve, as it we^e, a conceffioo, Chufeyt tkis 
day 'whom ye will ferve ; that is, if there be any with whom " 
ye teay^ be-itletl^r, look oujt £91: th«ni,. and fervc theoi : 
, / ' • . and 
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and fhisj as the fuppofitiooy inif^xet Mo a fttpng joftmuttkir 
of the abfurjity of that which feesw 'vUcnred, at asachitu 
if he had faid» it is clear as the fon* if ye leave die l/otiy 
)'e can no where b^ fo veils JUid' thcrtfbsTf. were ye left 
to your choice, and did chufe well^ ye muft fcrve Qod;j 
reafon and intereft bind jou to ic 

That which we are to coafidcr, is^ why this foroa <kf ex- 
prciGoo is afed; why is oae thing 4a appelianee iind» aod 
^ the coatrary meant? He fappofes» that it may feen cvii to^ 
* fcrve the Loidi when he intends it highly abfoed that they 
ihould do fo : he refers it to them to chafe aiu>ther, whtn 
he meant, that it is fooHlh to think oi fuch a thing. For * 
anfwery this way oi expreflinjg itgivct the argvment ^ttal 
advantages. '' 

1. it clearly propnft^ a very ^ad vantage otis and engagiBg i 
difcovery of God, asona thaff irv the propoial of . diity» baa J 
foch a regard to man'r advantage, that he woatd bid hinr^ 
do nothiug bet what is for his intereft;: as if he had iaid^ 
If this were not for yoor good,' and what mayevidentiy ap 
pear to be fo, 1 w^old not pre&Ht on y^otu Again, 

2. This exprefton fets in a clearer Hghc tha.ab&rditjr «£ 
that which he diffoades'from. Had hepcefTedthem only hf 
a plain propofal of the advantage of the Lord's fervice^ ihef 
might have heaid ihia wkJKUli a doe itapreffion cf the evil 
of the contrary courfe; but n^w tliey* cannot mffs tb*^ 
how hatefol it is, when it'Jsr as it wci«» propoltd'to tficiii 
to confide r and chufe* 

3. Thai?, by propofing^what atpreftnt mnft appear 4c- | 
teibble, it not only obliges theaa to an acceptance of God'a 
fervice, but to % plain and fuitable deckratioit of their ab« 
horrence of tlie fcf vice of idols. This efed we fee it had -. 
upon them ; for they u(her in their anfwer with a GhI fir* | 
hid ; which expreffeth a deteftacion of the way rrfiifed. \ 

4« This ferves tjo infiauate a falpicien of them, which 
might oblige them to declare themfdvet with mote |>lain* 
jiefs, and with more vehereencyand concern;;, whkhasighe 
be a landing witnefs againft them a«id their pofterity> when 
iUaying from God. Now, having opened- ihia argvmenr^ 
we (hall next offer a few obfefvatlons fidm it, and fo 20 on 
to the next part of the verfe» which is the thbg we £%n 
to iniift on, 

And| of many obfcrvatioc^i wetmly oCcf the ftw^(plt9>ving^ 

u Every 
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1. Every roan is obliged to ferve foroe gcd. This tho 
argoRient not only fuppodesi bat infinaatcs as a thing ridi* 
culons) or fo abford^ that it is not to be fuppofcd» that any 
rational maa can be guilty oi rejef^ing all gods ; they rcuft 
ferve God or idols. . ^ 

2. The Lord binds no man to any ih'.fg but vhat is for 
fais good, and what aaayi and wiilj upon due confide ration* 
appear to be for it* 

3. The Lord will ha?c fuch as fcrve him, to do it upon 
.a rational conviAion of the advantage of his fervice ; a«d 

tfaerefojie faySf 1/ U fiem e^il nnio jotit go where )c roay 
jdo better*. 

4* The Lord fears not the iffue of a fair deliberation^ 
.and the ferious consideration and comparinoc) both of vhatr 
may be- faid for him and againfl hiai ; and thcreiore he faida- 
them look if they ooald». upon a due confideratior^ prtfer* 
idols to him. 

5. Such a» fook well to idolsy will foon ice tlie folly cf 
them, it is but look to them^ ^>irA ye rouft abhor them. 

iS* To be faibfied who is to be pteferredy God or idols> 
sequires no long time to ddiberafie; it is but look, and ye 
fhall be fatisfied, Chufijt this day. Ye may may be clear 
on the poittt« fays hei this very moment* before );e leave: 
the fpot. 

Thus far have we confidered the argument. We have* 
Aext JofliOa^s own reiblution : But as for mey and my hsi/ey 
'^oie ivilljemfe the Lord. 

This being that which we had the principal legerd to 
iir the choice ol this text), wc fhall mote particularly notice: 
«very thing in^it•. And* 

I. We have the thing reiblved upon^ and that is tlie- 
Lord's fervice;.fervioe9. though it be fometimes nK>re (Iridily 
taken in the fcripture* yet here itisy no doubt, to be takei^ 
in its f iill latitude, for the whole of tliad: obedience that 
the Lord Jehovah» who has the only iodifpu table title tti 
oar obedience) requires. He is Lord ; and we are iinivef* 
faliy in all things, in all refpe^* fabjed to him, aod these* 
fore obliged in all things to ferve him, to whom we are ac* 
countable*. Wlience by the bye, obferve, (j.) God haa^ 
an unquefttonable title to man's obedience ; he is the Lordt . 
inaway of eminence^ to whom ebcdieLcc is ^\:.^ from all. 

9b ft (a,),. 
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(2.) Tliere is foroething engaging in Goid's fervice, fufiici' 
cnr, when known, to engage man to make it his choice, 
notwichftanding that ftrong inclination he has to cemtDaudt 
and that eager defirs he has of liberty. 

2. We havct ii the wordsi the refoluttenitfelf : fwe nvilL 
'I here is no coni^raint in it. It is our choice: not only do 
v«'e look upon ic as qur duty» that which we are bound to 
do, bjt we look on it as our privilege! and our will is £pt 
upon it as good. Whence we may again note, (i.) People 
ihould ferve the Lord willingly • this is a binding example, 
one appfoven of God, and propofed to oar imitation. 
f2.) Such as know the Lord's fervice will make it thek 



choice. 



5. Wc have the perfon by whom the refolution is taken, 
Jofhuai an old man, who had followed God through a wi). 
dernefs, and many trials; and Jolhua, a great rran, a great 
general* Here it may be remarked, (i.) That a long trial 
of God's fervice, even when attended with no ffnall outward 
(ii fad vantages, will not make any forego it, but raither engage 
theoi to ic. (2.) It derogates nothirvg from the chara^er of 
the greateil to ferve the Lord. (3.) As the head of a family 
may prevail much upon ^hefc in the family^ {o his whole in- 
tcreil in them, and inBuence on them# whether children or 
fervants, ought to be employed in order to engage them to 
Icrve the Lord. 

4. We hare in the words the £rmne& of the refolution inw 
finuated, partly in the declaration of it, and4)arr]y in the 
adverfative particle but : But as for me^ and my houje^ *we 
nvill fsr've the LofJ^ But as fir me^ this form of exprefling 
it fcems to import thefe three things, (i.) That he hin>- 
fclf had confidered the matter fcrionfly. (2.) That he was 
come to a firm refolution. (3.) That whatever way thefr 
choice (hould fall, it would have no inllaence upon him, to 
alter him. Whence' obferve, (1.) Acquaintance with God 
ixes people immoveably in his way. (2.) Such as do in 
earnelt engage in God's way, from their own acquaintance 
with it, will not depend upon others in their refolutions. 

5. In the words, vie have the extent of his refolution : 
As for me and my honfe ; which imports, wc conceivci 
{ u) A dcfirc of the people's engaging to do fo, and is as 
much as if he had faid, I would have you rcfolyc upon it;, 
aa^ were ye as much under m^ infloencc as my hcufe is, i 

WOUI4 
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would ufc my utmoft inteteft to pcrfaadc you.' '(2.) A du 
reft declaration of his own rcfoJotion to keep firm to God's 
fcrVicc, <5.) An engagement to improve his ui melt. in- 
tereft> whether by authority, perfoafion or example, to en- 
gage all his own family to follow the Lord ; as if he had 
faidt if L cannot prevail with all whom i wonld have en- 
gaged in the fervice of God, yet I fhali want none of. 
thofe whom I may have any influence on. Whence ob- 
fervf, (u) Real religion will make men careful that they 
themfelves ferve the Lord* (2.) It will not rel\ there^ bat 
will lead us to do our utmoft for engaging otlters.* 

6. We have in the wordsi the order ; he firft fpcaks of 
himfelfi and then his family : whence we may note, ( ]«) True 
religion looks firft inward to a roan's felf. {2.) Where a 
man is right engaged himfelfj he will ufe his ^ utmoft en.» 
deavours to have his family engaged alfo in the fervice 
of God. 

No AT, the defign of this relblution, we may from tli^ 
whole fee, is to enforce the duty exhorted to in the former 
verfe ; and it has a confiderable iufluence this way. r 

i« In that it fpeaks the thoughts of a wife man to favour 
the way of God. 

3' It contains the thoughts of a dyfng wife man in fa- 
vour of God's fervice; and, finally, of one that they flood 
under many ties to have a fpecial regard to. 

We defign not to difcouife all thcfe troths ; We fhall 
therefore take up the fum cf this refolution in three 
truths, whichy if the Loi;d wiiU we defign at fome length 
10 infill, on. % ... 

DoCT. L <'Such as engage in the feryice of God, ought 
to do it deliberately, refolutely, and willingly.'* 

DoCT. IL « True religion begins at home;" or, << A 
man muft be himielf a feryant of God, before he can en- 
gage others aright/' ; 

Doct. 111. « Where a man is himfelf engaged in the Lord's 
fervice, he 'wilf endeavour to have his family engaged 
alfo.*' • ' ^ , • 

The rife of thefe truths from the: words, we fhall not in- 
fift upon, becaufe it i|fufficiently clear from what has al« 
ready been faid in opening them* ' . 

We (hall now begin with the firft of them, <« That fuoh 
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at engage in the fervice of the Lordi ought to lerfe falsa 
lefolutely I . deliberacdyt . and HcilUngly, 

• That we ought to ferve the Lordt iDaamerable iccip- 
aate- precepts requixe> and even the light of nature teftify. 

. And that ue (hoald do it deliberately and refolutely* our 
liordy in the parable of the fooitih buildtr» who counca not 
the coft» Luke xtr. tS* plainly enough tcacheth. 

Nor fs it U{s plaint that willingneiis is required in order tc 
acceptance* fince it deferves not the name</f fervice that is 
soofi rained. VVhcie the will is wanting^ nothing can be 
accepted : and where this ist many imperftdioos will not 
hinder acceptance! z Cor* viii. 12. For if there be a 
willing mindf. it is accepted according to that a maa hath^. 
mad not according to that he hath not* 

But that we may further clear this truth, we (halli 

I. ShcTV what it' is to fJcrve the Lord. 

II. Shew what it is -to do it deliberately^, refoloiel}') an<^ 
willingly. 

* 111. We (hall inquire* why we arc obliged to' ferve the- 
Lord wilHnglfr deliberately, and refolutely. 

IV. In anfwer to an objedion that may be moved from 

the do<flrine of faith in Chrift, as we have formerly preached' 

It, we (hall endeavour to (hew, what place there is for fuch- 

lervice in the fecond coFcnan?,- and what ncceffity of it cveii 

to believers, 

L We are to begin with the /r/i of thefe :: and, that we- 
fliay open onto you this head, we ihall compnfe that ac» 
count we are to o£Fei to the Lord's fervice in a few reasjifk^* 
And, 

I* Though, by the fervice of God, the fcripture meana^ 
many things, and oifes the expreiTion in feveral fenfes, yet 
there arc three things principally and mainly called the fervice 
of God in the word. (1.) Ther6"is the folemn fervice of God 
in the duties of his worfhip; fo we may linderftand out 
Lord*s words to the tempter, Matth. iv. 10. « Thou (halt 
worihip the Lord thy God, and him only fhalt thou 
ferre." (2,) There is the ordinary fervice of God,' in the 
.coutfe of our walk with hfi-m : Of this it is thenpoftk fpeaks,. 
Heb. xii. a8« << Let ushavegiace toifecve the Loid with 
feverence and godly fear." An^i {3..) There is the extra- 
-o^diaacy fetvice 'of Qod^.inibaie notable dutiesi. calkd for 
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ef &nBe lycHbuat in ibme fpecial feafoos; and ftoni th^if 
eompliaiice with ihofo duties, they are called the fervanra of > 
theliOrd: and thaa MofeSf Rev. xv« 3,. is called the Ctt^' 
nam of Godt ia a way of cmincncy*. They who^got thr 
^iAwyf are faid io " fing the fong oi-MoCtSr the fervant' 
oliheLord, aad ihc fo»g of tlie Lamb.". Aiithefe thw* 
flgtiifications arc htre intended, at kaft none of th^nndjmj 
he feciuded. We inuft fen'C the hotd in the dotie^pf hia> 
worihip,. In ihe whole courfe of our' walk, eii'daavourjcg (6^ 
do ali^aya tie things that pleafe hJmf an^whcDf calkdto^i 
extiaoidinary dotiesi) we asoft Evot-decHtie theoa. * ' ! 1 
. 2. There are three things rcquifite to'fttiaiinan' toHcrvc^ 
the Lord, or to do aay thing that can joftly chaHenge.thar^ 
name* Men are not naturally' £t for the lJ}t^'$itrvkep 
stnd they fair miftake it, who tlunk that they may, }ufl a^heiM 
tbeypkaic, pa > their hand to the Lord's; work, and do^it^ 
ri|^t« Nay, be£3re e?er wt can tlo any rhirg- that tOo<|; 
will own aa fervice, we* mnit^. (i;^ Gvft up with. cat iiol^d) 
iBaftexs*. :We arealLi^rnaiODe the iex9«Bta of Satainaod^ 
ftn; ^fSof thdx f^tvanta we ajeitoaahomweiobeffUibcthert 
of fin unfio deathf; or .of obedience onto righieooibels,^*! 
Kom«.id«> i^, ..And no. lefa fare it is^ tha<:we -all nata-^ 
nMy^RXve aad ohey diven hi&% r botroow weamft ienoini«0t 
thele« before we ^rve ihe Lord ; fot we vare airuied} that? 
there is iio fe^ving two maRets, The Ijord w'id not inlve: 
it with fin^ Matth*. vi. 24^ *<.No man can ferte twp .map* 
tera : for either he. will hate the onoi andloYia Mie. atinat^ 
or el& he iwiU bok! to the one and defpife tbeother : 
ye cannot ferTe God and mammon/*' Andy laiffQha ycW 
this IB no eafy matter to get a fihocr and his old maftea 
fairly paxtod;. no lefa than ^jnighty power oiiGod can da 
it. Sometimes there may be ontcafts, but mattertaie qtdck« 
ly made np betwijrt tbem^ and aril' agreed agalO). amil God. 
himfelf e&dnaily perAiadc to a ^Bpaiation, (a.) Them 
rnixH be a fais ei^ging to Cftrlil aa onr Miafber. ^We moft^ 
accept of him £or our Lord, A mafler will not adlow oner 
to comein^^iand pnt hi> band to his £&fvice» onlefa be firft 
covenant Mid engage to own* htm for his lordj and thia»^ 
ia no eaiy matter, to bring a fmner y/hois natoraliy aaene«^ 
any, €0 eoate thia length. To cail'Chtift L>rd,'ia fiMne*" 
thing more than to rtfolve, under a convi^iony tolivebet« 
tar^ aad ferve. the I^rd; naj?, k ia fomewkitmare than^^ 

ondec 
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Ufider CoiBC work on the sffefiions» to go co a cocperi abd^- 
make or wme a perfonal covenant* I iear>;pe«fooalcovc«- 
naoting, ho«rever» good and jufttfiable in itiel^ jet is far 
isaiftakeD» and much abufed by fomct while it ia made st? 
gfound of hope by others* who never undeifiood what- 
converiion meantt never were hambiedi and taken oflT- 
tbeir own bottom) and engaged to the Lord by the power 
of his grace. If any man rhinrk this an eafy matter, to call 
Chrift LfOrdi he has never yet done it to porpefe. I aon^ 
furcy the great apoftle thooght it no eafy matter, but a 
thiag fo far abore the lineof aature» that the work of die- 
Holy Ghoft IB rehired to bring lis ta- it, i Cor. xii. 3« 
^ Wherefore 1 give you to underiiand, that no man fpcak-- 
iag by the Spirit of Godi calleth jefus accurfed ; and that' 
DO roan fay, that Jefas is the Lordi but by the Holy Ghofl." 
(|.) Before any oan ferveGodyhe rouCb have a heart failed- 
tp the work. The carnal man is not £ubje£^ to the law of > 
Godi but pppofite iq every duty; Before the fruit be good»' 
the tr«e muft be good*- It:is one of the many mad attempts ^ 
that a deceitful hearti and deceitful devil, put people upon*, 
ifoder conviAion% to ferve the Lord, in newnefs of lifeywith 
old hearts: But they who have learned ofChrillyMauh* vii* 
17* that the tree mu ft firft be made goodt before the fruit can 
be fo, will know other things. Firft W/C muft be created: 
io Chrift, arid then we may walk In goodnvorics, Kph. it. lo* 
N0W5 <not one piece of Ksvicrthat is acceptable can any 
poefodrm/ .without the fe three pre-requifi tea. i 

: ^ .Thatfye may. u rider (land vhatit ia'to ferve the Lord,* 
we^^all.'Offer you' this remark, that, before any piece of 
work performed by us can }u&iy challenge this honoarabie 
name »f fecvice done to thc:Lafdt it muH. havc'the/e .fix 
qualf^catiofia* 

v(i.)L-it.in|ift be a thing eohimanded, othetwife it is ier^ 
ving:6ar' own iaocy, and no^the Lord* The itiafter^s pre- 
cttptus Vhc jn^ucctif the feitvinot's obedience. We never 
fiisd' theXofd appro vtng anyjor^taing whathe dsd* not "com* 
itiaAd thtm ;*(nay, we find hinifii.dven' when. lie 'has. forbid 
things^natiief challenging t!te doers, becaofe they did what 
lie fo^de, Jer. vii. ^t* <« Ttiey have built the high places- 
of ^{lOphet, which is in the valliey of the Ton of Htnnom^to 
burn their fons and their daughters. in the fire ; which I com* 

manded^hcm noti neither came it lata xby hettrt•'^ .Ai^d t» 

; .; the 
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tJfiicTsffne purpofeis chap. xix. 5. <« Whohatb rccpired this 
4Ltyo\xt hand," will one day be the entenainmont of fuch 
iervices as are done withoat a command. And there is one 
tsoinmai^d that ptits them all to the door» Detitr xti. 32. 
** What thiny focvcr I command yoo, obferve to do it'^; 
o thoa (hialtnot add'theretof nor dimmifh tromrie." 

-fa*)^. There muftbe a regard had to the authority ot the 

command in the^okig. If men ^all^ lipon .ifiii(h<»is m6- 

.tirest as very oft they may 9 do the things that are~ ^om- 

mandcdy God vn\l not reckbnthis for fer^ce'done to him-: 

.fljen who caanot pry into the hearts of rhe doers^ may ^but 

fuch deceits take cot with God., It is not obedience, thSt 

'is not done^ becaufe commandeci. It is frequently repeated 

•in theere^ioii' ef^ the tabernaclet that every thing wa»doti!e 

**as the tiord commanded Mofes»" Exod.^xvi. 34^ and xxit. 

4. Sec. and that to intimater tliat'Mofes in every (Hep had 

his eye oponthe command ; and fo (tiould we, in every thi^g 

eye the command* r . •",..) 

• (3 ) Every doty, that it may be fetrice to God, m«ft be 

.dene in the name of ;Chrift. God will accept of no ferlrice 

i>at what isoiFered on this altar, Col. iti. 17. « And what* 

ifoever ye do in word or deed, do allinthe name of the Lord 

■ Jefasi |;iving thanks to God, and' the 'Father by him-" • In 

nht name of Jefus ts> [1.] By the command of Jefas^ Matth. 

•xvn. ao. Noting,!, sm fare, can be done in ^'his-natm^, 

4ihat has hot the warrant of his command, [2.} In thenanne 

of Chrift, is in the flrength received from :Cht4f(, Luke 3t« 

17. It Was the name of Chrift/that is, rise power of Chril^, 

.that cored the lame man. Ads iv^ to. : and it muft be this 

that muft enable us te do duty* [3.] In the name of Cbriil, 

is in a dependence upon him for the acceptance of oer fervice; 

for all out facrifices muft be offered upon thi| altar, which 

.'fandifieth the gifts that are put on it. [4.] In the name of 

Chrift, is to the glory of Chrift. Not will any fervice b« 

accepted that runs not in this channel. 

(4.) Every piece of fervicc, that God will own as fuch 
Muft be done in faith : •* For without faith it is itnpoflible 
to pleafe God 5 for whatever is not of faith is fin.*' Now, 
iaith looks at the:pTomife asJta only fecurity, both fdr 
through-bearing, acceptance, and reward. 

(5.) Service muftbedone i» the manner that it required, 
Jt is not enough that. the tking %et4one» btk it maft be d6ne 

ia 
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in the ntoaef ihkt it commanded ; for even tbts comet in «• 
• part of the commandf ?bL OLix. 4. *^ Tbon baft .cmi^- 
aanded at lokeep tby precepti dtKg(»tly/^ 

{60} Seivke maftbedene ib the proper tiiaei rOodliat- 
filled qp oar tion arMi workf and every doty kti ka ofva 
fimcf aad iremaft do eyery thing in its feafoob MEf9€!tf 
thing k beatotifol in its fetfon^" and> « to^ay> if ye-viU 
iiear hitipotcie/' If the coannand be# t6*6tkf^ olxdieiiec tar 
moEroarwill aot aafiret it* If any of thele* be waatii^ 
tbeo God will owa no doty as ferrice done t6 bifti* 

4* To add no more» we ofFfr this one remadE^ for deariag 

what it flKtnt by the Lord's ferrice; and that ts» tbatixaa 

im^ be called a fervant of. the Lordt ot thorn this tklc» it 

St not enough to do feme one piece of commtndfd doty ^ 

.aayi aor is not enoagb t6 omltiply duties* Bot» (it) Tbete 

maft be an eq[ual reipedt snto all God's commands : ^ 1 hoa 

iball I not bca&amed.whea I hive refpeft onto all thy 

cororoandsf'' fays the PfalaBiftf Plal. cxix. 6. The heast 

Shift be re^ncikd to"aU» and cbant themtobe ri^bt eoo- 

•cemii^ all shaags* (i.«) There maft be ixtd ben&i^ of vHl 

eoaraids a oomfSiaaoe with thraa alL A fervant laaft have 

k Uy fay» with the apcftle^ Heb* xili» tB. << that h^ k 

in all things wiHiog to live honeftly/^ And^ {^.jlllscoaHift 

.ibe a conftanc and pennaneBt endeavour to comply wich 

.eheim Wemnft «« Qktw tbe fame dUigeiide fo the foil af- 

feianee of hope notathe ead/' fM>« vi* 11.. And faae^ 

.if thefe few tbiogs were duly a^ig^d» taoft wh6 have hi- 

;tlierto looked apon tfaemlelves at good fervanOi woiild be« 

rftn to be jealoas of themielvc$t aaratftakeoin thismatteiw 

II. We are neat io ftiew yon what thb iMxeitaiim% «q^« 

Jutimit %ad wUmgtr^t isy wbich c^ght to accompany an eiBh 

gtgement in theLord^s fervice« Asfor ilie ^ 

Fi'r/i of them^ dtUbmtimh we {ball open.ittkia^aft tortile 
few fQllowing pbfervations» in as far as'it Tefpe^odr pre- 
fent porpofe. That what wedo in matters of great jaofaentf 
otfght to be diHAc ddtber^elyt is what none will deny; <and 
therefore Aooecan qaeftion the neceffity of acting delibefal»- 
ly» when we engage ourfelves to the fervke of God* Only 
feme flsay he at a fttnd conoerning tbe meanii^ of it^ wbtoh 
we (hall endeavo.Qr to open^ . - 
/ (li) When we lay that men (boold engage m tbe (ervice 
of the Lord ddibeutely^ w^ donot motOf tbM they fiioold 

take 
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t«ke a \6ogt or indeed any titncy to. confide r* before they 
dio- engage in the fervice of God> whether they lh«ll do ic 
or not. This is only requiiite in cafef where it is bard to 
difcetn what is advifeabley and where duty doth not oblige 
io da any thing pfeftniiy* wiihoat lof» of tin:e. Here all 
things are qoite. other wife : we are born under an obligation 
to ferve the^ Lord ; arkL the rcafonabkn^fs^ as well as ad* 
VantagB of it* ase fo obvi<G)uSf that to be ignorant of themy 
is to be culpably blind. Not» 

{x«) Doth this deliberation import any doubt or hefitation >. 
whether we may do better clfewhere : this were wicked and 
highly faulty. But, 

. (3.) To engage in the Lord's fervice deliberatelyi is to 
^ogage upon knowledge of that fervice» which we devote 
porfeives to. It is the fiUf the ioily of man^'i efpeciallyy 
when fome way convinced oi fiui and the biiter iflue of 
ics fervicei tjaat prefently they refolve they will ferve the 
Lord ; but in the mean time they know not whaf it is to 
ferve the Lord> either as to matter or manner. Moil pare 
^inkf that to ferv.e the Lord is only to perform fome of the 
external duties of religiony and that without refpe A to any 
of tbofe circumftances we have mentioned. But all ought ' 
to know, who are in cafe to ferve the Lord^ what fervice he 
jrequire^ ^what way he will have it.dcne; and all the parti. 
calars mentioned formerly^ v^ hen treating of the fird general 
bead) for explication of this truth. 

(4.) That one may be juftly faid to have been deliberate 
in this undertaking ; it i^ necefTary that he know fo much 
of his obligation^ both by duty and intered) to liiidertake ^ 
this fervice, that nothing that may afterwards fall in his^'* 
way may be able to make him think he has a^d crofs^ 
either to doty or interedy in the undertaking, or that fie 
Oiigbt have employed himrelf to more advantage otherw^tt. 

(5.] A Iran that engages deliberately, will look to all 
the difad vantages, real or feeming, that attend' this under- 
taking, and know when he eng3ges, that the advantages 
will outweigh the difad vantages. And, 

{6^) A roan that engages deliberately, will know that 
vhat he engages in is pra^icable, and how it may be done. 
Upon the wholct to engage in the Lord's fervice deliber- 
ately, is to do it, after we are^acqnainted with the nature of 
the wrorkf and have fo much. knowledge of the advantage 

C c and 
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aixJ praftlcablenefs of lh« ilndw taking, that fiotllla'g^ 
fella in or may occur afterward, may be able ehfatr t*^ 
Inake tis repent ouf undertaking, or qttk it as Impi^ii^U 
cable. ;, 

Some know not the-fervlcd they bind them fehretto^JHid 
•therefore engage raibly I andwhen tl^ ct>me t» UfMtetiK* 
•ftand it, they find it not fiuted to< their e^rpedfttioa^ aiWI 
therefore they qait it. Some knO'irrint the adilmtBgeaf 
. it, and therefore when the ferviee of fin feems to bid imirai^ 
tbcr rue their bargain ; others look not at foflne feaiaing 
difadrantages that attend the fervie^ x>f the Lbrd, and' 
■therefore they begin upon fight of them t& wift tke^ir hwi 
^ot engaged in it : the Pfalmift' came near to 'this, W^t 
Ixxxiii. 13. And, in a word, fone bind tbamf«)v«% 
without tvtr thinking wlrat ftrerigth tlie work requ¥M% 
and where it is to be got ; andafter experieheetell»the»r| 
it requires more than they have, thcy^are fain to qwtt it^ 
kit deliberation prevents all thefe. And thus much #of 
deliberation. 

?,dlyj We mufl engage in the fervicc of God rtfoluttlyf 
that i*, 

(i.) We muft'lay onr account with difficulties, not^fl^ 
ieed from the fervice itfelf, for the Lord's **>yokei« 
"eafy, and his burden light;" But from our ©wn c«rrfB|^^ 
tlon, and enemies- thatoppofe us irt the undeftsltiii^. 
£very one that puts, his hand to the Lord'k work, nitric 
lay his account with lighting, as well as workiRg-^ hfe 
fif)4ift be like the builders upon the wall of J^rufalen»| 
Iflb^Neh. IT* 17. work with one hand, and hold a weaf iHi 
with the other. -1 

(l.) To engage refblutely, istorefolVe not t6 quit the 
work upon the account of difficulties, or fay~ with tad 
Jluggard, *^ Thera is a Lion in the way, and 1 fliat) N 
ilain in the fireets ;" but to hazard ali, and fo furtilooot 
jthele difficulties, or die in the quarrel. . 

(3,) To engage rofolutely in the ford's fervice, is W 
ido^ it apion a conviAton, that we are not at Irbertjr, qp«ii. 
die account.of any real or feeining dii&culty, to'^uit it| 
"but that of neccffity, we muft not only eng^ige, but in the 
l-Grd'i ftrengih we miift, in fpite of all difficulties^' perfe- 
Ycre tothc eiiJ. But now, 
.^c'^^, Thi? is i»ot all J bat further we mufl feHgagc 



W^figtyl^GodU forvicc, Somti do fcrvc^ biit the w»nt 
0f tiusrfpoiUaU. Nowrthts w^Hltogsncfs^ 
. i(>]^) Excludes cofiiti'aint^ Wetimilnot, Kikt the £av« 
that's botindf engage hi the vrork for (ear of th« wbtpv 
&omt^. Biuiti(yiy 'pctfbrmances > others f^riouily, as thef 
tbtirk^ a nder awakenings of . confcieBce, or fickntia^ re« 
Mwt to fery^ the Lord ; ay, but it is ooly f«ar, either 
^fb^\^ or the^aib»8 of confcienc^f that oixUgies titen] t» 
Itf crofs thetr it>clinatioii i take t4iere out of the way , and 
fhey^.woafd nptferve the Lofxi.^ 

r. (&.) WTUjftgnefsexcludAa felfllk regards, fuch a& only 
«|re ;the ^vaotageoiis conCequanoes of God's fcrrice^f 
Some fenre tbe Lord> Hke Jebcty becaufe they fee it makes 
•t fjrefeit for tlieiriBitereft ;. but if it were not fa, they 
JTonld aj^iotbecwtfei? aad fome, out of hopes to get hea- 
vcsstfor thtir fervtct^ do t^Helfame* Bnt this will not do:* 
ihstjs ifideed>afor««f eoiii(train4: > for, could tlie fi&rvice 
4rBd its C9iyfbfi>ence3 be psirted, the liar vice. Avould not be 
tbofen. . •' ' 

* ^^) Willing:n*fs4v)f»ft«ac^iikffng of tht fervice, m well 
«s the cimfeqveiices, a fnitableBvfe in the wiii to th'e ftrr** 
vice^ whtch maike* «v«n the fervice itfelf the Dbje^ of 
#ttc.cJKMce,. aad .nmfccs it, e«^i wh«n-the ccnfeqveiicar 
irtnot eyed, iap^ear agreeable and .pka&ng i ai)d this can 
never be ivh«re thv heart i^notrenewedf for *^ tiit car- 
dial irobvd is enmity againfV God> is irot fubjet^to the \kw oC 
God, «Bclher iiidevd can he^^' Ram^ .Tiik y* ^nd therefore, 
till a day of God's power change the heart of man^ and 
iireatf hi^ in< Chrilt JeTtw to good -n^erks, there is tio pofli • ^ 
bility of engaging wilUfn^ly in fh^ienrice of God ^ 

Il{. We are now come to oflTer forac resjfonji why we 
ftottld engage in the fervice of God, deiiberatdy^ refo«- 
lately^ ahd of eboiee. Of many we name a fe«r. 
- li. It is fuitabie to the rational nattire; for we ^baCe 
t>ur&lves, and ad not likfe rational men, if we aa not re*- 
4ohitelyy deliberately^ and wiiliagiy, in a matter ef pec i« 
' slLy 6f-fo f;reat nioiafiejit. . Nt>t to iad .deliberately., Jpeakk 
QS fooltfh ; not to ad refolotely, t peaks us weak ; not to 
tdwHlitig^^ fpeaktu^iiavts* 

' Zi Thenatisre and honOQTof God make^ fuch fervice 
fieceHary. That lerviee which is onbecomi'ng a rationa^l 
naturei cannot furely b^. a(Ccept»bie ta God, who is the 

bigheft 
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higheft reafon. What is reproachful to the natore <kf ir«9 
to perform, mod fiirely be fo to the nature of Gad to 
aacept. If maf) canaot ad indteli berate ly, irrefolu^fj, 
or unwiUingly, without reproaching his nature, furcly 
the holy God cannot accept of what i« fo done, without 
reproaching hii own ; and if it be difhonourable for man 
to perfortft fuch fervice, at is not the fruit of ddiberatton, 
choice, and refolutton, (uirely it isalfo diihononrable fof 
G 3d to accept it*. . . . • . 

3. The natnreof the fervke requires it 5 for it is cal- 
led, Roni. xii. I. ** .Our reafonable^fervice/'r. It is fo 
by way of eminence; and furcly,- \t'ithout thofei thret 
jjroperties mentioned, it cannot deferve that najne* 

4. Unfefs it-be done thus, we are not like to continue 
in it \ and this will be both d!iboii»urabIe, and difad* 
vontageous. What is raliily undertaker^ is ufi^stllf 
ijiiickly given over; what is irrefolutety engaged ii^ is 
cafily hindered ; atid whatsis the fruit of con^raint^ can* 
not be permanent: and this fpoils all ; for untefs it be 
continued in,' we- lofe what we have*' wrought*, and all 
the length Xve have gone will not be remembered, £2ek; 
yvuj, 24* ** When the rigbteous^turneth away from his 
righteoufnefs, and coinmittetlv iniq^uity, and doth accor* 
ding to all the abominations that the wrcked man doth, 
ihall he live? All his righteoufnefs that he hath done, 
ihall not be mentioned ; in his trefpafs that be hath tref> 
paffcd, and in his iiu that he hath iimied, in them fball he 



<i»e." 



IV. The only thing remaining> is to (hew what plact 
^low, under the gofpel difpenXation, is left for this fer^ 
vice; and that inanfwer to a common obje^^ion that is 
made againft it, upon fuppofition of adn)itting the d6£lrtne 
of faith, may fome fay, " If we believe, what ye not long 
ago taught, that we are to be juftified only by faith, then 
what need of ferving the Lord? what need of holinefs? 
if the obedience of another mud be onr righteoufnefis be* 
fore God, we may fpare our pains ; there is no need that 
we obey." ... • ■ 

This objeflion is ol3 indeed, and I may fay it is new 
alfo. It is one of the many artifices that theencmies of the 
^race of God have made ufe of for difcrediting the jufli« 
itcation of iinnera before Gody by>the imputed righteotifr 



Wto&'Glirift!;^ «tMb atitkt^da^, k i* inightiljr itrged by 
JpApifttt -Soiuiiam^ and t^ecicfrlf ArintoiaiiSi who fwarm 
lil*tht{&.kod»i and tbarefior^ Wore, ve coma to anfwer 
It, we have two or three things to .fayift aefereiice t# 
it^ : •- And,* :r>r -.' /-. .J *-: u! -' -<-' -^ 

idiW^ xld ^fidoflU'^eOhTafsf thai tojrddQrtne tkat hag. 
Aoil atfavottrbUfi aQ><^ (^i> iMilifiiefiiy; it too be ful'peded i 
jind KM do prdferir>ttrfek7es aaifllihg that i>ur dodrtnea 
ihallybe itriifl .by tfhetr ioiliiaftsfr.fipoa'luilifiers: and far- 
ther^ we d6'(blcmniir fii'odcfl^ tbat aa- (oon as the charge 
J^iayuafi.thoodoacadb oE.faitlkibjiU'bacf^irif provetf^. 
we (hall abandon it», But^ / 

-. ' lii Mfecarcifl»tW9eMvBch(io qti?t. Tt,rbe«aifre Ibme men^ 
wJiolb iiwtJAod' pens lliselbiiot^venimidi pC-iioliaefsiahB. 
rpUa(i0d^t»-ai1ige,vftilbCic lAiineiuPs^nlot hi}H4ir9.j 
- 3«' We* VMift iay^..tti(jtffina very. Jattrd W afitege^ th«r 
Calvlh's'doarine i>f ip^ficattoa is an eneoiyto bo^nefs,, 
-^hiie %Jk9 ^ofp^of^TMf^winaataAcs of. this, do^cioe^ at tlie 
Came time^. nickiMime the main tainers of ity Puritans^ Pre* 
ccliar^ and;i4caew!i»6t^wiHuf^ Waattrethey-wili' not: take 
^igpeot a latitude 'in. tbftr ^radr^. a», tbeififeUes ; nay^ 
§€0c^9$miy^ beeaafe tfaiSy!»annot-'get tbeir*\f«ilk copdwrni- 
•f df ><thay fafK. ia. ^tvdgmenti mpom .tbair - hearts,!* ani^ ' olttrjp > 
: God^s IDTerogivtive^. caVling'theni l^ypocrfte**' ** "^ > %jf.- 
\ . ^« Wer^ijo^Mto/fluw Hiiiki^nt reaioa f^r: hol'ine&^'aod 
%o give it a very ufefal rooin^. though i^e alliBW> it n^t 
'tbattplacte which, is due to the' righteoulnefcs of the Lord- 
JefosChrift. • 

v^ What place, will, you iay^. has it -^ of whatufeis it? L 
uaofiaer bv Ai««»ii>g,M 

, :> iflf'.Wbit f>lace it has 4iot v and we fay, . > • 

.^ (ft) 'it 4a>of 'no'iiiie in order to merit any thing, either 
In time or eternity, at the. hand of Grod r it caonpt 
.Merit' or dbfervo the leafl temporal bleffing ; far.Iefs canity 
defers :lieave<Y, aad thofe i^Wioos fpiritual privikl^S' 
%^«ti a*re stherei enjoyed :v*^.What can a man be profitable 
unto God; ai he that he is M^tfe may,be profitable unto 
hiagifei^? ia.it any^ .pka|orc to the Almighty that thou 
art righteous? Or is it gain to him that thou aiakfd ttiy 
. waWptrfeA i.*'^ Job xxii. ^,.3; ? '**lf :thaii be righteous, 
' lyr&atvgiveA . tiloa.hJmii^Or wSiiit reaeitre^ .lie of thine 
' band? Xiiy^'Wi^kednefa xQay hurt « n^aift^s ibou iirt^ and 

Cc X t*iy. 



ati TMi CHR»n AN V ixmrr 

tby righteeuftieri tnty profit the foD of nan/* Job 
7, 8. Our goodB«fA extendi not' to fain^ aiuft tberoforo it 
iKcones «s when wc have done aUf to own ibat «e ace 
«i)|>roiitaUe fiirvaata.' 

(2.) Oar ferrice we do to the Lord^ is not that npoo 
the accntmt w^ienoi we are jaftified'Keforie God. IVJi^ 
we ftand at the tribunal of God, to be tried. for otir life^ 
our plea muft not be$ Lord^ we have lierved thee according 
to thy law ; this will ftand tis in fut ftead, ^fbr by the 
works of the law will do At(k be jufttfied/' GaU ii. t4. 
Our (erviccf if weighed in the balance o£ Ifae faxifttiarjf^ 
will be found wanting. 

(3.) Our ferriee^wiH not be To mneh^aa apart of that 
rightcoufneft, apon the account whereof we are fobejnf- 
tified before God* Ciurift will not halve the matter fo^. 
jeitherhe will be oar entire Tigfateoofneftt or not at all. 
He will not couiponnd the matter^ for (o weiboutd han^ 
fomewbat to boaft of^ and fliould not glory only ia the 
Lord* 

(4*) Sin cere fervice, by tkegrattooa acceptance of Godf 
js not put in that fame plaotf under the covenant of 
graeCf which perfed ohed ten ee had in the covenant of 
works. This ia contrary tatiie whole tenor of the fcrip- 
tnrc. But what needy will ye fay, ^an there he of tUs 
'fervico, fince it is not allowed to have any part in our 
jttflifiration ? We anfwer. by (hewing^ ' • 

zSyj And pofitively^ That it is. of very great- ufe^ and 
there is an indifpen fable neceflity of it ) and that^ 

(i.) Upon the account of the comnidnU of God*. Now,, 
this binds ftitl, and would have bonnd, though tb^e had 
been no reward annexed to it ; and this is iUll 1n,force, 
for ** this is the wUl of GiDd| evea. our i£aa€tificass^P»''' 
I Thef. iv. 3. . I 

(z.) It is mdifpenfably neceflTary^. in regard of the be. 
liever's voluntary engagement to lU When faith' once 
gets a view of Cb rift, it fays toihimy as Thomas did upon 
another eccafion,' <^My Lord, and my Godi'Vand ^fonce 
we call Chrift Lord, we thereby bind ouriielves^to >behis 
fervants* 

(3 ) l^ '* neceifary from the. new natnre, regeneitati^. 
Believeraare *« created in Chriftjefua to good wmrhsh*^ 
£pb. ii. 10. They ara bofDi ag&iui..tliey.arepajtalte0uibf 
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the divine nature. Now, our Lord aiTureft as, that a good 
tree cannat brmg forth bad frnit* Kaowf *^ whofoever 
is: born of God finneth not»'* John ▼. !& It is ai nata« 
t9\ for the new nan to be ho^y as. for th« old man to be 
atharwifie* .: : . 

. (4;) It ti: the tiece^f/ ref^U of thpfis j^rinoipal graeie^ 

of the new creatuvtf, viz. loi^e afid gratitude. Hear th# 

^reot apoCble Paul, . z Cor. v. 14^ 15. " The love of Chrifb 

confttaineth tis, beciuile we thu^ judge,, that if one died 

{or allf^ then were a|l dead; and that he died for all, that 

4hejr twhicb live flio^ld not henceforth, live unto tbeoH 

felves, but unto him who died for them, androfe again*!' 

('5.) It it t\jeeeJlary tlwt we fcrvc the Locd, in ojder to 

dbtaifi the gteaC endS: which all btlievers do pro.pof« to 

tbemfelvesf a»>i. k Is the way to glorify the Lord, whick 

is certainly the believers main ood; and hereby cartainlf 

Js.God gl'orified^ if we bring forth moch frait. Henee 

. that eifrhortatioii,. ^ Let your light To fliine before men, 

Ihat they may feeyour good* works,: and glorify your Fa^ 

therwhi^h is in heaven/^ IVIatth, v» 16. ^igain, 2. It is 
.the way ta be^made meet for the enjoyment of God, which 

the believer aims at as one of his principal and moft no* 
.ble'defigns. Now, the m^e we abound in t4if fervice of 
..God, the more meet we «re for the enjoyment of God, 
.who is of puffer ey^s Uian to keep up communion wiUi 

thofe who arc not hply. Jufli£catton is neceiTary togiv« 
.US a right tiato the enjoyment of God, and eommunion 

with him. Sanfiification is neceffary to make us meet for 
, the a6ua I enjoyment of it. Again, 3. To ferve the Lord, 

to be holy, is the v^y to perfe^l^owr natures,^ and to bring 
•ihemtto the higheft pit-ch of peri4:d«oa they tre capable of. 

Thb iaoiir wKdnm and underi);ai)dlng, Deut. iv. 6. and coii* 

fequentlf onr glory and honour to ferve the Lord. Further, 
r4. To.ferre the Lord, is^tbe way to t>e ufeful to others. 

And this is oneof tlie btliover'si great dejSgns, and it is 
. gained' by this ; for this isproftable,. both for their con* 
• vidioii .and.converlton % nay, and many other- ways, not 

ji»w to bennHfted upon* 

(6k) It is neceffary that belieyers fcrve the Lord, in ra* 

gard of the great provifion that the Lord has made for 

thtm tinder the gofpel,. in order.to fit th^m for. this /er«- 

we ;. tbcce is. an . abnndfuit. |iiiiovJ&>a of. ^%,tt v& enable 

them 
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ihem to (ctvt God acceptably, with revtreace ai^ g04Xf 
fear. Nourv ¥pon thefe acconntsy ye may fee hoir jieccf* 
farj it is that w« ferve the Lord, though we are n#c .to 
be ja(li6ed by x>ar fervice,* And not a £ew*o4ber no loia 
confiderable grounds of obedience^ uuder the New Xef^ 
lament difpenfa^ion, might be inftlitTona^, wisre it hot that 
we haflfb to the application, which no«^ follows* : ^> 

It now remains that We.a'pply thh triith t- and w« flialV 
in tiife firjl ptace, draw fome general ioferencesY-ibr in* 
formaiioo from the words. Is it fo, that^ they who «o<« 
f age in the fervice of God,, ihould do -it Of^ohoifce^ Tcia*\ 
liitely, and dcliberitely ^ Then, 

* Y.- it is not fo eafy a* thing to engagem the feti^ce. of 
OcMl,'aa fpm^ maf think, to>get t4ie wlU«of man^ thati j« 
'«b(linate4y fee againib God,^ brought to d oomflianee wUli 
tfis will in all things, isvery har^i ^ The carnal imnd ia 
not fubjed to the law of Gc^, nor rndted can be." 'An4^ 
O #hat a mighty difficuhy is it, ^'^et think, to do tbis 
after a deliberate view of all the difficuhies of .this £ew^ 
vice, and a difcofrefy of it« oppoidtroa to corrapt nature-h 
Stich of you as think it eafy to engage in tbe^orvic».of 
th«-Lord,. arc yet to begio> - • .,.*>. 

2. No nnregenerate mati is aright engageid iiv -God^s 
fervice; for no un regenerate man^^after ai delibtrafe? 
viettr tberteo/,. anci the confequencc of it, i^ill eagftge^r 
or can engage in it ; and therefore. Sirs, think ttpon-^k-^ 
&r ion fly, if ye b« not born again, ye are not yet-icTr 
•'van ts of God; 

3. We may draw this conclufion from th^ dp^rin^. 

that God ha<i no mind to cheat Jhis fervants.. ^Alltliepftat- 

Vf Satan a^ fin ia to get people engaged hcioP^- they. 

think: f^ \i they think, they defpairiof oarrymgi -thwiL 

•point t but God will'have ua deliberate. Itla ibe pect);liaf: 

glory of man, that he Ss cfpable of confidertog what .|m 
doth before, he do it^ aini that he can weigh all the oiir>- 
enmftances of a£lions ; but profane rnviursdare notl do i^^ti, 
they datre not gqaloiie, aQd.confider* what w<cre the'.mo*^ 
tives prompting them to what they .did, wbatv way ,t-faey . 
Will make I heir account -to God, what iheji hayie to e;(«* 
pe£t after ^hiii life is ddn^. To thi^k of. >hefe4b>2igsapd 
•tire like, would make them mad t but thcgpAly-cango. 
a£;»a^) anct 4ofik to. bis. wliole a^k)mj^taid.da:)iti;vithDiit 

fear;- 
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fpar? and can look to all things paflr, prcfent^' and to 
eome^ without difcotnpofu re ; and thin he chufct thcfer- 
vUe of God; he does it deliberately j the Lord wiU'bave 
him to do {oy and therefore he knows he is not circufn<« 
▼en ted. 

' 4. We may infer, that there is a vaft odds betwixt 
the fer vice of God, dnd the Service of fin* We cannot 
become God's fervants without afting like mcD, a^ihg ra- 
tianaily, dciibcrklely, and rcfol'utcly: but, on the other 
hand, there is none; can engagt, or continue in ihj fer- 
Yice of. (\n, but be mufb lay aHde' th6 exercife of reaCon^ 
and ad like a bead. , 

Did we not defign brevity, we mi4;«t improve this doc# 
trine many other ways than for information, now difcuf-' 
(ed, VIZ. for trial, reproof, con virion, and caution. But 
we Ihall w&Teall chefe, and only infill upon exhortation* 
• Is k'fo, that we ibould not only engage in the fervict 
of God,' but that we (honld doit deliberately, refolntely^ 
vUliiigly? Then, my friends, we intrcat, atid, in thefea r 
of the Lord, exhort you all this day, to make choice o f 
the Lord for your God and Matter, and cheerfully, refo« 
lutely, and '.deliberately, engage yourfelrjes in his fervide; 
and, with the people of liVael, fay, and hold by it. We 
'Willjerve the Lord, This exhortation comprifes the whoU 
of our commilEon from the eternal God to you. If we 
prevail not in thia, we gain nothing, nor can we do you 
any ferVice, nor can you do us any real kindnefs. If we' 
prevail not in this, then ye are for ever ruined, and we 
have. loft our labour as to you, your damnation is fure ; 
the gofpel ^i\\ aggravate your fin, accent your mifery, 
and we fhali be witnefTes againft you : furely, therefore, 
h is of moment, and worthy of feriovs confideration, 
what ye will anfwcr, what ye refolve to do. Inftead of 
Biany motives I might ufe on this occalion, we iliall an* 
fwer fome qtieftions that will readily cad: up in the minds 
of fuch among you , as entertain any ferious thoughts 
about tbo- matter; and, in the anfwenr to them, we fliaU 
couch motives fnfficient, if the Lord breathe upon them', 
to perfu^de the'iAt>ft obftinate enemies ; and, if the Lord 
breathe not, nothing will be able to effeatiate this. 

There are fix queftions will readily employ thethoughfs 
of fuch aa are jtn earoeft about this matter. !• Who is 

the 
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the L«rd, that we (bould ferve fiiria i %» Will he iiceept of 
CerTice at our hand } 3. Upon what terms will be admit ol 
us} 4. What work will he emploj ut in > 5.- Whx>m fltail- 

we be joined withal ? 6. What wages will he allow ? Tlvefii 
are the mod material concerns of one that sieax» to Hftr 
Itimfeif a ferrant ; if he get a fatisfytng anfwer nfnon-all- 
thefe heads, he^ niufk eogage^ Now, of oacb of thefe i^ 
order ; and^ 

1/?, Siome of yon will think^ Who is tie Lcriy that 'w^ 
fliQuld Jtrve him ? We know hioi not ; and we wotil^ faia 
\{t Tome way acquaint with him before we eitgage, at i«aiAr ^ 
We would know who he i9. ^ | 

. For anfwer to this, we fay,. It is very reaifonablo that 1 
yt kn^w hiin, to whom ye fubmit yourfelvos, before jt \ 
dio It t and would Co Gad this method iud been ftiil £oj« j 
lotved by ytHY, and tbeo I am Cure ^atan had n«t this da^ 
fo masy iervant«9 nor Chrtil Co many eneniies» We can- 
not pretend to tell what God is; for t»one can fearch Aut* 
the Almighty to perfedton. But. ontj^we fliallteli ymof 
he hai all the qaali£catiOina of amafter that a (ennuittlia^ 
is wtfe eould wilh* . : > i 

X. He is greats whoa we call y^u t« ferve* HLoft kis^ 
on learth are but Aav^ si and to. fervo moft p£ tham^ n h^s^ 
to ferve tlicm who are Clares to the bairft of lute: Bat 
^ theXord is n great Gody and -a great KisKg, even the 
Kiitg eternali imnortaly atul iot ifibl^, the high andeiifi; 
Poteiitatf, the Pnnco <Mf the- kings of the earth* '^ Nmiai 
may c6^p«re with him for the excelUaicy of hit pctfoodi 
Thns failh the Lord. Ifa* aUvf B. ^ Is there a GoA be6de» 
Q)e ? y ta, there ia m> GoJ^ 1 know i»>t any.'^ ' Kone i# 
eqttal to him in the magnificence of his habttotioa« ^^.Tho- 
heaven is my throne^ and the earth is bit footltool^H 
iaith the. Lord, lfa« Ixvi, i. None vqualto him in >aHf«* 
doBi ; ha Is the ^' only wife God.'^ And as for fower.^ 
who can compare? For ^ what plesCcd tha l^Mrdy that 
iiat!) he done in heaven^ ta\d in «artb;» «nd in alihigh pla^ 
CCS." And^ iu a word^ be is the only Maiter^ aodaUaf^ 
i^is fcrvants. • " 

3^ As he is great and hoimurabicv fo htntgonL ^ The 
Lord, is good and upright,'^ Pfal. xkv. 8. and in othae 
places of fcriptnre innuisemble* The goodnefs that a 
Gervant. woukl deilra ia a mai^er^ lies ie tkqree things^ and 

they 
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tktyaitt all eminaitly in God ; he is peerleft m 
ikU (!•) He h a goodMaftrr, that puts his iervarrl^^ 
019 no-ivork' but whtat is fuitab)^ and rtzfonzbYe. (z.) VK 
lieftows* d^on tbeni, wh^ careful^ Vaft large/fes, or grea^ 
ftoefn of bis bounty. And) (3.) Who is indulgent, 
eoii»paffi4Emau>^ aftd ^siereifol to the failings of hts fervants^ 
when they do not willingly commit faults, nor obftinate«* 
\f perfift in thetii* And in tbefe three refpeds the Lord 
h-matvhlcfs, - 

• Thsfhfii \«Bork if tafy, we ihall afterwards ibew'at more 
Itn^th: aC prefetit it is enough to-tell, that he who can* 
not lie or naiftake, has told ns, that ^* his yoke is eafy, 
stud bis borden ligbt.'^ Atid who knows not hts bounty > 
who fetU nat the cfkfif$ of ic ? His bounty is great a« 
l^o^eihe b#aipe]n, and alt ikare largely in it ; for what^ 
ever there is of goodnefs and mercy in the lot of a^y^ 
that is the fruit of hi? boanty. But, befi^es the eonsmon 
itffe&% of ity.he has partieular fav#urs be bcftoru^s upon 
ft^h as jire eminently fai-thfuL Look what raarks of hi^ 
refpc£t,- and what glorious tokens of his bounty, Abra<* 
ham, Ifaac, Jacobs Mofeft, Jeihifsi) Dai^id, and the reft 
got, and that both in f^iritnak and temporals* Nor [9 
bii mercy Itfy to filem that fear him, bet^atife of their in* 
ixiaitie^ Thpugb* he ^^a* uhea i\\ i«)aginable care t6 
«ail^tia>n hts people agaittd lin^ yet he w4n not narrowly 

^nfofk iniquity with themi,- nor enter kit^ }ti«fgment^ 
^ LiMle ehU^r^m, tbefe things write i to you, that y^ 
Ji# not : but if any roan Gmy we liave an advocate with 
fho' Father,'' i John it. Z. The covenant of grace ia not 
%ehtnd with the covenant of work^, in forbidding (in, and 
Providing agatnd it i-' the whole of it was revealed, preacb- 
jc^ and written^ that ^e^n'not^ bat this is the peculiar 
^lory of the gofpei^ that while the law - leaves finnei^ 
HtSking nnder th« cu^rfe, ehe gofpel fetids^ndi believes tb«m\| 
.iind ihews tha« titert is; ^< an Advocate wfith the Father.'* 

* ' 3. The Lord is a faithful God% what bargain he 
jrti^kes, htf wHi keep; Hat he promifed you a great. re- 
ward ? ye may depend upon it : " He J* not a tnan, that 
lie Should He, or the foii of mm th»t he fliould repent,^' 
If he make iiimftlf known to you by the name of God 
Alknight3^ as he did to Abraham^ Ifaac, and Jacob, fee 
JExod. ¥!« 3U tO( make tlieal beUcve that vhat he pro- 
mifed 
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mifed he waft abler to^. per for no, 1 aflfure yoo, lie will nftt 
fail to make himfelf known to you alfo, as Jehovah Ood, 
that; fillet a being to his promifei as he did to^MpftSy 
when Ke called hint to fee the accora|>i;ilimenc ^ t\it pr^* 
iBifes made to Abraham, in the delivernnce, of his people 
out of £gypt* Bur, being fatitfieil that the Maftcr is wor* 
thy beyond compare,: tbft . • • • 

2d Qptilion will foljow. Will he a^ctpt of us for fii^' 
mantsf A que(^ion truly not impertinent, after the former 
anfwer $ for ir.is no wonder though any that knows God| 
or knows himrdf, doubt whether he (hall be admitted a 
fervant of the Lord ; and tjiey that never faw any diiSeui- 
ty herr, we fear not to tell them, that they ferve an iii 
mailer to this very day, even the god of this world, t}«« 
Spirit that works in the children of difoVedience. But til 
the ^nedion we fay, ^ • * : 

I. The Lord has taken fomefervants, aQd. owned them 
as fucli, even out of^he race of falfcii man.. We hear 
him fpeak of his fcrvant Abrahanit h:s fervant Mofes, and 
David ; and that is encouragement to thee : . meq they 
were, finful.m«n they V£re; ^nd even the father of tht 
faithful, Abraham, was. an idolater* . . 

, 7,, The Lord wants neither work nor ,ivages for you * 
the work he gives his ferv^ants is^ey^n to.iliew fprth his. 
glory ; and this ja.tnoughto employ inn-un>erable millioo^ 
;norethao liavtf any beings . ^nd hence /u is, that his fer«» 
.vants many times, find' the wor-k too great for them, ajud 
therefore call on all the ereatures.to praife the Lord. So 
we find the Pfalmid calling, upon ^re, hail, .fnow, ya^ 
pours, &c. to praife the Lord, Pfa]. cxlviii. ; and he 
.concludes the book of Pfalms thus:; ^^. Let every thin;; 
that hath breath praife .the Lcrdl : Praife ye the Lord,'^ 
PfaK cl. 6. Nojr is there a^uy. feardty of wag^s as he. 
has work for.you^ fo his.treafures are inexhaudible ; there 
is no want of aijy,' good thing to them >that fear him, for. 
.in him dwells aU fu]nef«« 

3? -We have this more to fay for your encouragement^ 
he will not caft at or rejej^you becaufe you are finnera* 
Hear what fuch an one, a finper, a great finner, has to 
fpeak to this purpofe, j Ti^u i. i%* *' 1 thank Chr^ 
Jefus our Lord, who Uatt^enabkd me,, for that he counted 
me faithful, putting me into th« winiftry, who was before 

a blaf* 
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» bkrp!i£raer^ and a perfecutor^ and injurious." See a 
fujner made a fervanty and one of the £ril rank made a 
|)Timc minifter. 

4. Wc have thia further to anfwer, he calls you to hh 
ifefvice ;De. then of good conrage ; arife^ for th« ^Mailer, 
calls thee. Matth, xi. 29. *' Take my yoke upon you,"; 
fays 0ur Lord: there is an inviration. The encourage- ' 
nient follows* ** And ye fliall find reft to your fouls.** 
And the r^atoa is fubjoined, <^ for ray yoke is eafy, and 
^y burden light*" 

'. Z^hi Y^ ^^1 n^-^^ inquire. Upon what terms ? I fee ba 

tirili admit me ; but, may be, the terms are too high. Nay^ 

4his fliail not hinderj if ye havea mind ; for there 'is 

^lothing more angaging and reafonable than they are^ 

^nd I fhall ihortly lay before you thefe J&x particulars, 

as the terms iv hereon he will admit you« 

' r. Ye muft renounce your old mafters^ Ye cannot 

,ferve two xnafters ; ai>d therefore, if ye chufe the Lord^ 

ye muit abandon the gods whom your fathers ferved on 

itht other Hde the flood, and the giids of the Canaanites^ 

among whom ye dwell ; that is, in plain terms. Ye mu^ 

'hot Terve Satan, ye muft not fcrve divers lufts, yc muft 

jiot fervc the world, ye muft not fcr.vc men ; all other 

m^ftiers you rauft forfalcey for ^^ yt cannot ferve God and 

'luammoA." And fure thia is no hard condition^ but what 

every jerrant maft U)^ bis a^ccouht with; and none have 

reafon to do it with fo much cheerfulnefs as they who 

quit: (in. 

2. Ye muft be reconciled to him upon the gofpeUterms. A 
snailer will nort adroit hit enemy to his family 'aa a fcrvant : 
who would keep in his hoafe one that has a formed defijfn 
to n in' him ? Reafonable rit is, then, to the highcft degre^ 
that before ye b« admitted to the femily, ye lay down'the 
: ettmhy thaty.onr hearts are naturally full of againft God, 
and be reconciled upon the terms prefer! bed in the g6i« 
'^1, whichare eomprifed by the apoftleto thePhilippiant 
in two words, *^ Having uo confidence in the fl^ih," ahd 
>** rejoicingin Chrift Jefus j" which are indeed equivalent 
to other two words made ufe of by our Lord, ** Deny 
iilYnfelf, and follow me." ^^ If any man will come after 
Iff) let him deny him felf, and follow me." For what he 
Dd adda 
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add I aboot taking op the crofih is inclnded in the latMz 
wordfy <« Fell nr mr*" And of tbe faoe force arc the ktft 
two words mrnrionrdf FhiL iii. 3. «< We aie the crarcomci- 
fioa which wor(htp God in the fpiritt rejoice in Chrift J^ 
fau and hsve no coiifiicnce in the ficfh." Here Ihortfy 
^re the gofpel-tcrnit as to accqitaoce with God» and jof- 
* rification before hira ; there miii( be no confidence in the 
f!c(h« no eicped^ation thence. Bot what is rtiat« the fleflij 
ye win fa)'t on which we are not to rc((, in which we are to 
have no confidence ? I will lell you fome things called fe 
by the apoftle* in the following vcrfesof that third chapter 
to the Philippians* 

(1.) He calls church privileges fof external privileges': 
*' Circomcifed the eis^hth day ;" that is to fay> ft ie not 
cn')iT);Ji that a man was baptifed, that begot his comnmnionf 
tli^ft he is a hearer of preachings, and the like. 

(2.) Church membcrfliip : " Of the ftock of IfraeL" A 
man may be a Chridiant and fptung of godly progenitorcy 
nnd go to min* There ate many who may cry. Father Abra- 
liam, may be of his feed» and yet go io the pit themfelves 
for all that. Again> 

(3.) It is not enough to be a member of the pnreil chcreh 
#)n earth : this is flefk alfo. Paol w^s not of one of tbe 
tribes that dcj^enerated ; but of << the tribe of Benjaminy an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews/' A man may not only be a 
Chriftian, but a Proteftant ; not only a Proteftant, bist a 
Pre(byterian ; btit if he lean to eithery he is no fervant of 
Godf were he in principle never fo (launch to both ; it is 
Hedif and moft not be trufted to. 

(4.) To be of the flri^eft party of the pureil church, it 
not to be trafted to ; it is not enough that ye are one of the 
0riAe(l among the Pre(byterians» even one whom the world 
accounts a Puritan. Paul was of the pureft church then on 
canhtand one of the pureft and ; ft rtdeft party >« concerning 
(he law a Pharifee/' 

(5.) He not only wat of the ftifiAeft party* but he ex- 
celled moft of them> << concerning seal, periecuting the 
church.*' It is not enough to be really of the ftriAett par* 
.ty> and even to outrun moft of the ftridteft in duty* 

(6.) He was not one that' wat concerned only for rcli- 

,gioniand the honour of his profeffion* but he was.blapc- 

. ^cA concerning the rightepafnefs of tbe law. His religion 

ied 
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\&d him t» refpeft all God's <:omaiand8; and bts prafllce 
came fa near to his principles) that no body could lay any 
^ingto his charge ; he had great attainments, but he counts 
Ihem all flefh ; and they arc 10, cpon a triple accqunt : they 
ire things^ nioft ofithcra performed by (nan» who is fie lb ; 
Wkty are tainted all of them with fin, which is the' work oF 
the flefli; they, are done in fubferyiency to a carnal defigr,* 
oppofite to the fpiritual defign of the go fpel; fothat by 
flefh is to be underftood whatever is done by ipan, or what- 
ever is tainted with corruption, and that even after as well 
as before convexfibn ; for the apoflte excludes from aoy 
ihare in his' dependence for juftification, even attainments' 
after converfioDi while he fays, " What things were gain 
tt) me,-' that is, while a Pharifec, " thofe 1 counted lofs lor 
Chiift;" and then he fubjoins, " Yea; doubtlefs, an4 I 
count all things but lofs;" The firfl cxpreflion, "What 
things were gain," was too narrow, becaufe it coir.piehends^ 
'Only'V^^hat he had before; and therefore he adds* this more 
comprehcnfive one tD fupply that, " ail things;" and that 
is the fan>e with his own righteoufnefs, which Ive would; 
hot be found' in, in the following verfcs. In one wordi to' 
have no confidence iiv the flefli, is to tri^ in nothing that 
can be called our own,- becaufe done by us that can be cal« 
led but fle(h» as tainted with ijn, and done by iinful man. It 
is not that wc are liot to prize church- privileges, nay, ccf- 
t^nly it is a great advantage to partake of the ordinances,- 
to be of the pureft church, and- the fl/idlefl party, and the 
moit zealous of that party, and to be blamelefs,, to be, ss 
we faid, a PrefByterian, and the (l.ri<fleil, i^ duty, and our 
£onour too : but y€t we are to ^ave no confidence in this ;• 
but lire are to «* rejoice in thrift Jefus." If confcience 
challenge, we are to flee to the blood of Chrifl, and fprinkle^ 
confcience by that. If we be carried to the bar of God, 
an J there accufed) all that is laid to our charge Chrift muft 
aafiver for it. If the law require pe rfe A obedience, Chri it 
h.is fulfilled all ri^hteoufnefs, and. is made of God << right* 
eou/ucfs^ to. them that believe;"* and this is our joy. If 
confcience accufe, and lay a great charge againft ustChrili: 
has^ied ; and this is our joy. If any be fo bold as to con- 
demn the believer, God has juftiiied him, while he raifed 
Chrifl from the dead^ as being fully fatisfied with what h\t 
^aid on the account of finncrs. And, in a wotdj wherever^ 
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we ire flraigbtentd, there ix ftill found groonj of {antrw t 
in oorfelvesy bot joy in the LoTd.Chrlfty <* in whom be- • 
lieving, we rejoice with joj uoipeakable, and foil of glory,** 
Now; if ye mean to ferve the L^rdy fe mtii^i npoti die laid 
termsy \)e reconciled to him : ye moft << have no'coniden'ce 
in ihc flclh ; ye rouft rejoice in Chrift Jefos.'* 

3* He will admit you to be his fervantsapon thefe terdify 
that ye comply with all his commar^s. Ye muft take tip 
^ his crofsi hate father and mother, (that iSy reject them with 
tiifdain, when they come in competition with Biro). Yc 
tnaft cut off the right hand, plock out the right-eye. Btfc 
}e will fay, This is hard, 1 anfwer. No mafter will adroit 
a fervanf* but fuch as will obey him ; and that thefi^ thirg^ 
are not really hard, is plain, if wecondder, (i.) That all 
thefe things he will have us to part with, are prejudicial to 
^s : il we muft hate father and mother, it is only when thef 
come in betwixt Chrift and us; and we are bid cot off the 
right-hand, pluck out the right-eye, when they ofiend^ and 
offend fo, that we muft |)art with heaven if we keep them*, 
(a.) We arc only bid dorhefe things, when the very doinj^ 

'of that which feeiAs prejudicial to us, turns hugely to oor 
advantage ; f^r if we part with any thing for Chrift, we are 
toexped a vaft income, even to an hundred fold in thisfifct 
and life eternal after it. And, further, this will appear 
i)oth reaftjnablc arid eafy, ^ For, 

4. A condition on which God will admit as to ferue 
hiro, is, that we do his work open his own expence.' If 

' we go in God's way, we muft go in the ftrength'of the 
Lord. If we need, we muft come boldly to the -throne of 
grace for grace; and» in a word, kf we mean to ferve 
him acteptablv, with reverence and godly iear, we muft 
I have grace to do if, Heb. xii. 28. <« Wherefore wc receiv- 
ing a kingdom that cannot be moved, let us have grace* 
VT hereby we may ferve Ood acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear." We muft do all in the name of Chrift, and 
that is, in his ftrength ; for the apoftle elfewhere tells us, 
that he « could do all things through Chrift ftrengthening 
him." And Chrift tells alio his difciples, that they can do 
Aothing without him ; and fure I am, this is a very fail 
condition, for' it makes the hardeft work eafy ; it is ill one 
to call a man with hb prefcnt ftrength to a work eafy Co 
himi or to call him to a work far above it| and increafe his 

ftrength 
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^Acei^JibinfTQporiio^.to his work. And thus it is in this 
cafe^ theflrengch of God's people is ftiU kept equal to, jt 
not jibove t'heirwork. 

. 5» He will admit you tp hb fervice, but you niuft wen? 
ht5livery» and that in general is holineijj ; for ^holinefe- 
JKii^finieih the Lord's houfc for ever ;" but more pariieularly 
we. are bid « be cloathed with humility," i Pet. v. $. 
T«be jfccaphs ha^e wings to cover their feet and their 
ftccy thatisy a cloathing. of humility in a fen(e of God's- 
gloty§ .and'thetr own imperfodion^ ; and we m^lt wear the * 
iame garb ; . we muft not giorr in ourfelvesi ox ourorng** 
p^entss but <• let him that glorie9» glory i^ the Lord." 

6v He will admit you to his fervice; but then ye muft 
fitYc him for ever. . He will hare h»s fervants t^ be for him ^ 
foi fistr, . and. not for anothedr ; aod : when aU things are as 
we would wi(h. about his fervice, fute we have reafouto fay« . 
ihat.weioTe our Mafteir» and we love bi&fervicei and we 
. will not part;, but ^viery one of us fay, I and my feed> l! 
and my houfe, and all that will take my advice, (hall fervf 
' the Loid iorever* . Upoa thefe : ttrms the Lo rd will accept - 
.you. 

4ihfyf WHI ye fay. What -^9rk wU he fit us t9f Wp- 
cannot tell you all the particulars ; and fuch as af e'engagii^ 
' ia fervice do not expe^.this; .but I .wiiltell you all that ye 
caadcfire 2boot it. 

. i< It b i^/y work, uv'tha/l forecified Matth. xi. 29. ^< Take 
my yoke upon you,- and karn of m«, for I am meek. and 
lowly in heart, and y.e {hall find jc& unto your foule« For 
my . yoke is eafy> and my burden light»" The fervice of 
fin is labour, and toil, and a heayy load ; fo in the 28th 
verfe, <<• Come unto <iie> all ye that labour, .and are h^avy 
laden.'^' The fervice of Chrift is eaiy, and in itiii^ people 
find reft; a work that is a reit muft be very fweec, and fuch 
is the Lord's work*: Would to God we could make you 
qndejrftand that fweet repofe and bldTed reft there is in the 
fervice of God! :0 how engaging would it be! 

^.j It is a pUa/antvfoik i *♦ Wifdoro's ways are ways of 
• pieafantnefs, and all her paths peace/' Prov. iii« 17.; and 
in keeping God's commands, as well as for keeping theiBi , 
there is great reward, Pfal. xix. 11. 

5* It is tofrntraiU* AH the works that the IiOid com* « 

£tjd a^ Oiaods^, 
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mandsy as well as chef;: which he doesy are honoufftbler 'sad 
j^loricxi*', PfaU cxi. 3. - . . -. 

4, \x \% prcJitahU. Godlioefs is truly great gain ; t^is 
protitable tor ail things ; it ha& the promtfe of the life that 
row isi and that which is fo come* If he calU m to zny 
f ifce of fervicey all the profit comes ftiil to our accooat. 
Ir he caW us> to fuffcr, '< then our light affii^ions, that are 
but far a moment » work for us a tar ntore exceeding aad 
erernal weight of glory," 2 Cor. iv. i-y. Aad in a ^ord» 
the mar, « that \i righteous is profitable to hiinfelf»" Job 
xxii. 3. But, 

Sthly^ Whom Jhnll nve havt nvitb us in this <work ? Thw 
is a very confide rable point, and of great concern, beeaufe 
fervams are not alone in the work, and .very niQch of their 
conafort depends upon their fellow fervants. Ncwr^ as to 
this, all is encouraging. For, 

1. The glorious i)tffi/M/i?r isDOt afhamed to ferve the Lord: 
«( Behold my fervant whom I uphold, snine.ele^ m whom 
my foul delfghteth," Ifa. xlii. i, 

2. Angek join in ferving the Lord ; hence the angel 
took occafioo to prevent John's worihipping of him, • Reir, 
•xi)c 10.. ^' See thou do it not : I am thy fellow fervanr, 
and of thy brethren that have the teftimony of Jefui." 

3. They^Mf//, theexccUent ones of the earth, are joined 
in this work s all the general aOembly and church of tlK 
fir(l.born, whofe names are written in heaven. So that we 
fee, as the work is pleafing, fo the foeiety is very engi^ing. 

6ihlj, But if ye fay. What renxkird may ^we look far ? I 
anfwer, though there were no reward^ what is faidis enoagh. 1 
But }ct we f*i', 

1. There V^^Lrenvard^ Pfal. xix. 11. ^ And he thatccmes 
to God muft believe that he ist and that he is a ^tvarder 
of them that diligently feek him," Hcb. xi. 6. 

2. This is a fare reward; Tit. i. 2. •* In hope of eter- 
nal life, which God that cannot lie proroifed before the 
world was." 

^. It is a durahU reward; it is eternal; and we receive 
a kingdom that cannot be ihakcn, who .ferve God accepta^. 
bly, with reverence and godly fear, Hcb. xii. 28.' 

4. So great a reward it is, that <^eye has not fcen, ear 
has not heard, it has not entered, into, the heart of man to 

^ conceivcj" i Cor, ii, 9* .*< la keeping them there is great 

reward/* 
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.ie«tf^a«i»^* Hal. xtai. m Upoa tjie whole, we conclude,; . 
that whatever ye can defire, ye have here for your encburaj^e* 
taenti A M^er,* great, good, and faithful ; fufficient fe- 
curity of acceptance* the terms reafonable, the work defira* 
ble, xhe company inyomparable, and the reward great. and^ 
. SRvitiog, 

Bot may fome fay, We fear the prccifenefs of the way, , 
ye oblige ns to an ifitolerable ilrklnefft and rigorouihefs lo ^ 
onr w^alk. Weanfwer, ' 

. I, The way of God is indeed ftridl) and "^re can make no - 
allowance for you to indulge any luHj.not fo much as to boir 
in the houfe of Rimmon. 

2* If this aiFrigbt you, trtrfv we nauft far, that all is not 
light, the heart is not changed; for when once this, is doQlr» . 
the diflicalty is ovef here. Bet, 

O thc«, I fear,, fays the foul, that I fhail not get a pet* 
' vcrfe heart kept in this fwcct way, which is indeed a. way 
of peace and pleafantner**.. And therefore, 

3. Ye nrvuil look to Gody. that he may- take away the 
heart ol' ilone,. add give you a heart to fear hinEi^ : for there 
.}» aineceifity for it, that the tree be good^ and then the £rtiie 
will be, fo, and r neve F^tilUt hen. But, 

4>i It may be, the* (tridnefs -yoa feat is not real» hst 
imaginary ; as, (i.) It may be, ye imagine it will not allc^vr 
you to be joyfuV; but this.is a fend vatn delufion. Religion 
gives a man the moil folici ground of }oy ; it gives him al- 
lowance to rejoice^ it dire^&how to make joy run in the 
light channel, which makes it dou&le ; and then it fuperadds 
, a command, **' Rejoice in the Lord always; and again, I 
fay, rejoice," Phil, iv, 4, (2.) It maybe, ye ihink it will 
not allow you th« ufe ot lawful comforts; bat this^is a 
vait miftake; it will not allow you to abuf^ them; but it 
bids you ufe them: «' Eat thy bread with joy, and diink 
thy wine with a- merry heart, for God now acceptcth thy 
works,", fays the wife mani Kcclef. ix. 7. (3.) You fufpe^ 
it will not allow you to be civil and well bred. This i» a 
(hamelefa miilake ; true religion makes men the moft plea- 
fant company in the world ; it makes them gentle, meek* 
affable, not foon angry, loth to. give offence, careful -to 
pleafe all men in all things lawful, fills their heanswitk 
Uve> and makes them edifying in their difcoaife. 

Bat 
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But ag kiTiy may ye fayr I will never be Me £dt ihm iff. 
• V]c^» it is too gTcat a wofk for nc« i aofwert 

t. It is tnily fatdf ye can do nothing. « WirhoiK art 
(%» Chrilt), ye can do nothing," John xt. fi Aj, hm^ 

2. It is fatJ CO no puf po(e« unlefs yc fay inoi«# visb That 
'the Lord cannot make you able s if ye be wiHiog» the Lord. 

wiU make you able. 

3. God is able to ftrengthen you with all mighr» acssori- 
in^ to the glorious working oi his nighty power» whetrBy 
he is able to fiibdue all things to himfeiff to perfect (I rength 
in weakricfs and to make the weakas Oavidi. and Dairidar 
an aagcl ul God. 

Nowr upon the whole, to re-afTame my exhortation* My 
vfricndf, in the boweU of our Lord Jcfus, weohteft you this 
d^Vj comply v/ith our exhorration, << Serve the Lord, and 
dinfe him this day ; and if nor, tell me. All things arc 
faifi the fervicc, the Mafter, the terms, the reward; and 
if ye have a mind to ferve, there is nothing can come in 
your offer like this. This i« what we feeki God is out 
' witneis : it is not yoursi but you*. Through faisgracCf were 
we fare to carry this, u ewould have it at any Tate, and 
nothing will pleafe but this. And now » if ye refnfe, we take 
God to record ag&init yoa, that ye have had a fair ofier» and*, 
have fitten ir. 

Thu« fat' for the firft dodlrine* 

We come now to the fecond, which yon may take thof,, 
tobefomcwhat more clear than in the hrft propofal of k. 

DocT. !!• << Such ftS' have any true and fincere regaid- 
nntD the lA)rd, and his fervice, will make their own religion, 
orperfonal religion, their firft and maiivcaie." BmI es fir* 
mt% ^c% firft mt^ and then my hou/em 

I fay, they will make it their firft care, they will begins 
with ir* Before they look what others are doing, they will 
firlt obferve how all is with themfelvc?. Again, ibey will 
make it their main care, they will be concerned mainly, 
and moft deeply, that they themCelves be well ftated wifh 
refpeA unto the Lord, and his fervice: but we do not fay, 
that they will make it their only concern. Nay, they wilt 
be deeply concerned with the .ftate of their families^ aad 
with the ftate of the. church ;. hot they will begin here at 

honrc^A 
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We fa^i the? will make their own religtont orperfonal^re^ 
li^ioDf their firft and main care. Whea- we fpeak of tbeit 
own ferrlcey or perfonal rciigioiiy we call it foy to didia* 
guiih it from family religion ^ and from the yet more pub* 
itc fervice of God in our charch aflemblte«. We fhali 
^o| fpend-tim^ in proviagthit truth. What we offert when 
we come to the reafons of the dod\rine» will furficienrly 
confirm it. Now> rbeni in dikoiTing this truth> we (hall 
fiiortly, 

, I. Tell you what it is in their own religicni or in their 
iiwn ferving of the Lord» that fuch as have a fincere regard 
unto him and his fervice are firft and mainly concaxned 
j(bout. 

• ]f« We (hall offer you fome reafons of the do^rine» and 
iJRiev yoa why they are firfl aod mainl/ concerned aboqt 
their own leligioQ. ' ] 

' We begin with the • 

L Andi among other thingst fuch m at« tnily fiacer^ 
and have any real concern for the Lord and his ler? kei 
tliey will be ^effl^ concerned* 

' I. -About the reality of their eQgagemetit- in the Lord'b 
fervice : a quefiion it will be that will lie very neari and 
be much upon the heart of every one who is truly in eaN 
neft in this matceri Am I yet entered ih the Lord'« fervice ? 
Have I accepted him upon his own termf^ as my-Ldrd aad 
Mailer f Have 1 ytt felt that powerful influence of the Holy 
Ghefl, without which none can in iincertty fay^ ** that 
'Jefos is the Lard," i Cor. xii. 3. 

This is the foundation of all ; for if we be not in very 

*deed his fervants in vain look we for his lervants* allow- 

ance» their acceptance in, or their reward for their work, 

-Thif, I fay is the foundation; and therefore the wife boild« 

er will lay it furely» will dig deep, Luke vi. 48. ; that is, 

"he will ufe bis beft and moil vigorous endeavours to remove 

mnd take out of the way the rub1»{h that entervenes betwixt 

'him and the Rock ; and he will be fure to fee it, and fee that 

his foundation be laid exa^ly on tbe Rock. This is tKe 

'firfl and great concern of a fincere fouJ, that they be not de« 

•ceiVrng themfelves, but that they be leally engaged in tho 

Lord's fervice* 

2« Sincere 
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. %• Sincere fouls will be deeply concerned aboot tfie 
foutiJnej[s of their hearts in the way of tfaie Lord. No hearf 
t:an be found in the way of.tbe!U>rd» that is not renewed; 
and therefoie this wiU be the care ol every one^^ho hasauy 
real regard onto the Lordf or his fervice, that they iiavea 
heart to fear and ferve the Lord>^ according.as the Loid has 
promifed onto his peoplct £zek« xi« 19* lo. ; and which 
we find the faints earntflly praying for* as being under the 
t;reateft concern to have it>' Pfal. cxix. So. «<. Let (fays 
the godly Pfalmift) my heart be found in thy datutes* that 
1 be not alhamcd." And no wohder thougli they b^ brpoght' 
under deep concern as t^ this* fince tlie Lord> who fearch- 
es the heartf hath frequently rorffed and quarrelled thl^ 
wantofthis> underthefaireft pretencesy nay, andihemofi: 
iincere engagements; I fay» (incere asto.any thing drfceniA 
ed, cither by the perfons themfclves, or onlookersi as we 
Sad, Dear. v. 27» 29* Thepeoplcf in the 27th verfe, 
engages fairly to ferve the Lord ; and we have no reafoa 
to doubt their being fo far ingenuousi ihat they really meant 
^hat they. faid« .. Say. they to Mofes, " Go thon near 9 and 
hear all that the Lord oar God ihall fay ; and fpealc tfaou 
unto us all that the Lord our God (hall fpealc unto tbecy 
0nd we will hear it and do it." A fair engagement! -Befr 
ah \ there is a lamentable want ! A found heart is wanting^ 
and that will fpoil all. This,! verily believe, they undcr- 
iiood not. Moles fcarce understood ; ay, but God never mifles 
.it* vec. 29. « They have well faid all that they have fpok* 
«n» O that there were fuch a heart in them, that they 
would fear me^ and keep all my commandments alwaysy 
that }C might be well with them, and with their children, 
for ever." Some of you think, and fome of you will not 
Hand to fay it, Whatever faalts be in our praf^ice, yet, 
blei&d be God, we have gocd hearts to God.^ O hclliiti 
delufion I He that thinks his heart is good, b blindfolded 
, by the devil, and has a heart no better than the devil's ; for 
« the heart," by the teftimony of God, " is deceitful 
above all things, and dcfperately wicked," Jer. xvii. 9. 

3. Such as have any tbing of a real regard unto the 
Lord's fervice, will be mightily concerned about the JIfigle* 
fi^/s of their eye. Of how great moment this is, our iuord 
tells us," Matth. vi. 22. 23. Our Lord, in the preceding 
part of the chapteri had been dire^iog them to whom he 

preached^ 
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>^tfeacbfii, as to the ends they fhbold have : he t^Hs the M 
that felf (hool.d not be their end in their prayers and faftingst 
And ,their end Ihould not be to amafs earthly treafure and 
nchcs, hot that it. Ihould he God's glory, and the enjoj^ 
ment of himt which is heavenly treafure Indeed ; and here 
lie teaches the importance of being right as lo the endr: 
^1.) Plainly, vcr. -21. ; and, (i.) By this (imilicude, ver. 
22. wherein he compares the mainendy cr the foul's iottn- 
tion, unto the eye of the body, and (hews, that the dircc- 
-tion of the whole Iife« and rectitude of all the a<5lions of 
life, depend -upon the fincerity and re^itude of the end,, at 
-the direftion of the whole body doth upon the fincerity, 
-and finglenefs, and clearnefti, of the bodily eye. No Worn 
-dcr, then, that fuchas are in earreft about -the fervice of 
. the Lord be concerned about this, fince the whole depends 
upon it. A^ft]Qint look as to the end will quite fpoil, and 
%*eader altogether ofelefs, the mofl fair and fpecioDS per* 
'formances. " 'lake heed,'* feys the bleffed Jefus, in the firft 
Verfe of this fame chapter, <^ that ye do not your alms be- 
•fore men, to be feen of them ;" otherwife ye have no re- 
*ward of your Father which is in heaven* Many of yoii 
multiply duties, but> God knows, few look to their owp 
^nds and aim in duties. Bat take heed ; ye fee, a fquint 
iook to the applaufe of nten will make all to no purpofe. - 
' 4. Sincere fouls wiU make it their firft and great carci 
that, in their ferving of the Lord, they have a /a/e ruift 
as w 11 as a (ingle eye* Much labour may be lod to no |)uf- 
-pofs, if this be not looked to. And hence it is we find the 
faints in fcripture mightily concerned about this, andlook- 
4ng, and that defervediy, on the word, as a ^^ light uut'o 
their feet, and a lamp unto their paths ;" and hence are they 
'inoft earneft for inftruAion in the word, 'as the only fure and 
fafe ru'c, diredling us how we (hould fctve the Lord. . How 
earneftly, and how frequently, does the Pfalmift prefs this 
-yefire, in that 119th pfalm throughout I wherein we bave 
the mighty concern of the Pfalmift, about the rule, clearfy 
evidenced : and no wonder, fince the Lord may juftly fend 
us, both for our ftiftenence in working, and our reward fdr 
It when it is done, to thofe who prefcribed us our work; 
, for furely to ferve the Lord is to do whatever he commands 
j»h We may tiot adfi aato the word which he commands 

USi 
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«• I frMi tkir we ire boood up. by ^a exptefsproJuBntiom 
Dent* iv« 2. • 

5* Such u are indeed fioceic^ wiU br, in the firft^ place< 
and principally^ concerned about t{)e diliiivct of their haod 
in the work oi tlie LokL ^ What oar hand ^nds to. <io^ we 
fire $o do it with all oar m\f};^\ ; and be ia curfed with, a cusie 
(hat doth the woik of the Lord Qothfully. Much^ th^re^ 
foKf it 16 opOD the fool to evite. and bow he may eyite 
that corff) Jcr. xlviiii* io« « Curfedbeiie tbaJt dath the 
"work of the Lord deceitfully i" or neili^entlj^ a$ the word 
ii rendered in the margin of fome of oar Bibles. 
, 6* To add no more^ they will be much cpncerr^ aboa^ 
their aceeptanct^ and their pleqfi»tg htm who hath called theoa 
to hift icrvice* If God acceptt then ;all is. well with theoij 
and if he rcje^y then nothing can compenfate the lola they 
ha?e by Ilia hiding; and therefore they lay aCde all.eotaiv 
glenieots> that they may pleafe him who bathchofea thcia 
%Q be his foldiers and fervantsy a Tim* iif «f« . Th^La have 
we performed wliat we promifed in the firft placcy and have 
ihewed you what it u in their own fervice of Codj or in 
^ir.perfonal religiocy that gets the. ficd and chief room la 
the care and concern of the Lord's peqple ; .and it is the n> 
^lity of their enga^fcmenti the foundncia of tlieir heart, the 
fiDgknefs of their eye* the diligence of their handf the fatfi^ 
,ty of their rnlei andy hnallyi their acceptance in it« ^£e« 
fore they look to other things, they firft iook to this,^ and 
,this is the firft in their thooo^ts and concern. We are i&oW| 

IL To (hew the ri/e of this concern, and to tell ytui twl^ 
foch as have any fincere regaxd unto the Lordy or hb fcr- 
yice,. make their own religion the^r^cft and main coscera» 
Now, of this we may take the following rcafons. . 

r. They will do it, becaufe the camn^nd of God has ^ 
£rft and principal refpedt oiito our own rciigion, perfooal 
religion* The commands ,are dire^d to particular pet- 
ions : ^< Thou (halt have no other gods before me ; thofi 
■ ihalt not mak^ graven imager; r^^nember thou the Sab- 
bath-day* And not only fo, but their firft look- is to what 
concerns thefe particular perfons immediately : it firft binds 
thee as Jo thine own pradtice, and then calls thee to regacd 
it with refped) toothers: << Thou Hialt hot make.untp thee 
any graven images ;" and firft thou art to « remeinber tlic 
Sabbath/' and then to look that tby fervaivt abdftrangerdo 

fo. 



THR ^JHRI^TTAN'J DUTY. 3*§ 

tw -Wei9i|ibbfgiA»t:h(ifnestC«iloQt the. t;>eam oot of eiuc 
o.wn eyCf before we look u> the mote tn oor Dcighboor's.. 

, 2« Such as are finceie wHllook firft and pajniy to their 
05i^n reltgioo> becaafe it is ^ildublj importaMt ; important lA , 
itfelfi and important, bccauie without it we arc net. in a 
«%pacity ta fcrvc the 'l4>rifi el'hcr in oqr :f|nE)tlies or in^ 
public If ihc trecJl>? npv road^ good, none of the fruit 
canbejiS^c^t Ifwe.bpw^t i[caliy. the Lord's - for vanti. if 
our hearts be not found, our eye fiiigle, our hand diligent 
in our own perfonal^ad private Workf :W(alky and way, it 
is utterly impofiibie we (bould be fo in the inors public du« 
tics of rcliginn, 

3. They will be, and are, firil and principally conceroed 
about their own religioii, bc^aufe a due concern abofit our 
own religion is, if not the fpring, yet one of the /r/xcr^tf/ > 
indiscemints unto, and effcdu^l means for engaging to vig. , 
our and diligence in the other otore public duties of religi- 
on ; yea, \o neceffary is the connexion betwixt diligence 
in this and in the other, that public religion rifes and falis, 
ebbs and flows, abates and increafes, according as our per* 
fpnal religion rifes or falls* When faints arei^ a good cafe, 
Zjon will be much upon their hearts* 

4,, The tr^ly fincere will make their own< religion their 
fird and main concern, becai»fe it lies moil within their 0au« 
rtach^ We cannot get oOr f^miliesf congregations, and far 
lefs churches, as we would have them; but what we may 
through graoe reach, that 'w« are obliged nor to want* 
Though Joihua cannot get all Ifrael engaged in the feryice *' 
of the Lord, yet himfelf he may ; and chefefore* .what his 
hand finds to do, what he may. be ablp, through grace, to go 
through, is that he is engaged to do, and to do it with hit 
might, Eccl. .ix. jo; . \-. .s. j * ^ 

5. Sincere fouls wiUipake :0iei,r p^n religion their fir.ft 
concern, b^caufe, ti pen. their! fuccefs in fhi^, th^y have the 
greated venture. David, though his houfe be not fo with 
God, if he himfelf be right, may have pcac<*. Minifters, 
who have been faithful, may through grace hsye peace, 
tnough Ifrael be not gathered. But there is ani indifpenfa- 
blenec:(Stv that we ourfelves be perfonally reli>;ious 3 
•^ without holinefs no man (haU fee tl^e Lord,** Heb, xii. 14. 

6. I may add, fincere fouls will begin with, and lay cut 
their main concern ^bout perfonal religtor, becaufe the 



f^tdtpi of'ihe-jhek U«dihk*w4^^ And m^-mlMi whra 16 
icarcb aR«r the Ldid, goour wav0 out by the l<K>tft<^ of 
the lloek : now« we may fee others who have gone-befojCf 
Md «4lo throt]^ Akfa and patience have inherited the pio- 
fnifes* taki»g'tbit v^^)\ So «ie lind Jofhoa doth, fowe^fed- 
i>avid f tffbtvtd to d^, PHiK ck a^ wllere firft be Tfs£o\ytm 
upon a fisrftA hearti and then a p^rfedl way* 4nd then to 
goto what- wal- more public. Ahd thus muclb foi tbe ' 
do^rinal parr* 

* We comeDow re tnake fbitW' appHteatiotu 

'Vff u Qf iff/hrifuifim. l%- it* (ot tbat-ltsch as ha^e-ap^r- 
iiaccre regard to the fer vice of the Lordy begin acdtheirowik 
TJIigio« I • THifnf • ' 

ir' We may • coficlvd^ it a datogcreua-perver ting of the otder 
enjoined hfy the Lordy and 'followed by hi » people to ^<;^iv 
UHZji a conctfrn about the poblie. • Some there are; and not 
a -few there have beeny \fho hare' lived either pi^fanelyi or 
atbeft in an fftrangemrnt from the power of religion, u^^io 
.ai^of a fuddenj either from openly piofanei carelefs GalJi* 
^9$ or dead' and lazy formaHflst t^irn mighty zeakHst ai>dj 
JeHi^like o.iHr«a others in a mighty concern ior the pudlict 
UyAn^ all that is amifs feverely : but none know how tbejF- 
came by it; they were rie^er exercifed about their owa 
foaU« This i&a perverfemi^thod ; and Satan is herct though 
i:loatbed as^ an angel of* lights And this is e«ceediag!y -daEir 
gorotts, * 

• 1/6 To the perfon ^i«^^; becaufe^ (iv) It mig^Kr 
ftiengthem himina proud and vain conceit of^himfclfy ivhile 
he ieea nbt what ia at home* but only fees htibfe^f abr^d^ 
w>hjkre he rui» before others i aiid furely growtiviTr privJe^'iB 
growth in all Jin. God gives gFa<9 to the- hienibic; ^aod iSh$ 
fare I amj the proud advance in graceleffncfs) 'and fin ga« 
then ilrengthrf Agata> (a.) It is dangerotn jo the pet foot* 
l>eGattfe^ this .mas theRi'Comanonly tofuch hcigh^S) that th^cy' 
xaa neither go forward^ norftand the ^g found they comeib|. 
and thtreFoie they taaft fallr aud- fome^f them fall into uiw 
ter rui|i> make fhipwreck of f^iithy and of a good 'conAaenoey 
aad arc loft forever. . - - 

ktJfyf It 13 dangeroiBS to the^^wj/r they efpduft : ior^ (r.) 
Th^y take wren gtnleans; and the mote we tamper wtthim- 
plroper means*, dill the Morfc, and the f««her wc are f rem 
pur ffiendr { z%}' UiW end ii not right laid* their views aor 



foT^rd»c{s4i(^ it ii$rYicee._'. f^.. /. ..; ;■:. '^ • • i 

'3*^* it is dai^rou&'to lh<(^ w»0 i/#ifciri 'wti * tifmnn 
,tfee fame work > ^r, (i.) It fcts thent: off fcom th^ trab 
wiay of reaching tti€ moft exc«llene ai-ins^ A^» fs.) Ic 
Jflrys-thdm 6pei) (;(:> a hazard of apoAaojs l^d faUtHifi when 
yheir leaders £alU Beware^, theieforei eC pei;\^nicig tlkt 
-Lord's order,- ' ' ) 

f ,2^. We may drawthitcon^]alioafrotpthiedafii'ftie>.ihataU. 
concern about the public, that takes tts offtOfA a cpflcefnabottt: 
,iMir owii ^ooJ»r j» '(he fkft ikod'^tn^pftl pUce, h dangereutt- 
*^nd to be AHpei^ed*, It Is dangerous to fpend all ou r time» 
(ttid tatkf an4 thooghUj abottt oilit{% while we are CIreleA 
about ou iff Ives*'. 

-.: 5* I^ is^ a dangerous and terrible t^ie oi e^ticstfe aboat 
-^m own fottl^ to loie it quite, before any feal autgate be: 
^tia |he Lord's Xit^uywity^ in a gfeat deal, a flood? of 
'eo0cef«^bf>ut the public ;> and this is tk^ ifluo of fCMoe ex**- 
/erci^fes at thi^ time*.^ Some are for a white foraewhal co»- 
;f«ris^ about tbeirown f<liii'si|tb|it all'of afadden. tfib weaim^ 
-piF^ M^e cannptuUhowr.apd preieAtly there is nothing but 
,8ieai about the ^public* V?0 a^ ot>Hge(i to. fpeak of chit uf^ 
'on a d^ble account ^..(i«) To fdevent tho offence^ and 
^nafdagaioft'^&^vMr mt>thB falls of fi^Ji porfoas may do»^ 
^ and give 19 fifch as af« le(f eftabliihed in the {iOrd'sway ;; 
andi (2^) To. guard- "people agaiaft a 44Dge«Qu$- miftiike^ 
'which is; really .daKigeco|is» beca»ieit is ^jiidiftake^ and^ 
miilake in ausutter offe^ry high coiM^nment) and moft of 
all, becaoie it is>fnch a miftake fo well inaflce4ipith a whitfi 
.■veib tbatit ishaid todefcemiii . i 

4i We maydrawthircoadufioBf th^fuqh pf yon as wer^- 
JKver concerned abootyout own religiopsand that to fpme 
pnrpofe^ whatever ye think of youricivev or whateve^r 
4)ther« may think of yos> ye n^v^rftruck v^fitir^Me about 
the public :.if ye havodono'^ny ^ingtherCf yehave begun 
^the wrong end»v and ym have.no^ xeaibck i^-exp^ accep* 
unce at the Lotd's hand*. 

£^ 2« Is for tfriaL 'ls4i fef'tbfti fueii whp l^veany 
fuicefe K^^rdtOTeligioByap Opd, or hit^ honour and fer« 
vice, do make their own fe|igioo their \firft and jpjieat oon* 
«ern ? Then Aif.c)jr 5^^.HC«^filii«n«erwJ.:«o fry yt^^^ti wq 

d4f 



3fa THt: OflRlM^lAl^'t dutVi 

ido make bur Ovi^ rkHgioti.cMr m2($fi'de»iceni.Ifire.tIo-«ory 
th<:b farejy wc arc . na^o^hl ; And- t^eiefdit It h of the kigh^ 
importance to us» to be fathfied attothb» and'tb faediftiiift 
in ouV tHoughti ahoiK it. No^i th-ac we may lofte:' wsiy 
he^> yo4] heict u^^eihall ertfer upotva.fearrh for rhis doeot^fny 
that -w< imay know whether really we hjtve bern tfiider lany 
concern about oor ^eltg'ony yeai or iipt«^'*^^t}«%'pa{( aill p^ 
ra<i venture! if vi^e he indeed concetned abotit Qur*relifiDii» 
this will be found in our thoughts, in car affedioest in^oilr 
wordsy and in out* ad^toni ; an<i therefait^ in ail' ih^>er we 
lliall fearch for It. ^ . s. 

* I. We fay, if )-€ bf conccroNl aboat yobr- e^n rel^toni 
then Ai rely this concern syill appear in-yoijr thoughn abo«c 
ix. .And we' (halt therefore -f no a £eM^4.fetfous qoefHona 95 
y(^^i with refpcft uBto your own thoughts,' ^ : . .; 

{x»X' Have ye any thoughts- about- what 'concerns ycot 

QVfh religion ? Some of you, 1 fear, dare fcafce- fajr, that 

ei{^ye think about God or hi^ fcrvieei fave only wliefl ye 

•are in the cborcli» hearing the oiiimfler : fpesk abeiitst^ecK 

thing*; nay, I.fearj that not a few of yod do (zvGt^mxta 

then think abotit yocr Own»reKjg»on.*' Do -not manf^ofyc^ 

allow your thoiigkte to rove, ye ktioti^nbtn^vhete'? dr If ye 

iiften to -w hat 'is- fairff ye af^jiy* nothing- of' it j • or \ff yc*dd» 

it is 'Only to others?. Ic4t rfot thaft^^vith inany of yoo? .W^l» 

•1 affureyeui yehav^ no'feligioh,'ner*hafve*yc any .-conceiTit 

ial>oat -religion ; t^.e- kicked -'atheJft'-a chifafler \% ybors* 

« God' is not in a!i his <hoii|ihtt,!^''rfai'.'»Tr<: 4. - l£ye tfeiiifc: 

n^t of relfgioftii of yon* ownt rclJgidrfj'^^^ctonly wlico ar- 

tentiing ordinances) 4ttt a)fo at dthe^ tkriesi ye bave xas coup- 

ccrn about it* • i - ' - •....». . - » ^ 

(1.) Thoogk your thoagHtsbB-foittfe way and fomctwhcs 
e^iployed aboit thts> yet yc»i*ayhave nafdich -concera aa 
that which we inq^oirc after; and thctcforc we pofc yon, m 
the next plicr,- do yoor thbughts-ruo naturally, and- afs ir 
were of iherr tyrw accord ♦ in this channel ? Some pebpfe 
thinW about their fouls, «rd ^conccths of their own fa^ 
vat'on, %qt'^nci*er-«xcept«^w4ycn' they are* compelled to it;, 
but furcly thisfpeaks them not faitebly concerned aboot:1€^ 
What amab is teftieSrhedtAftott, -his niind rans to it, arjt 
were, withontf bidding.' ¥^ Jlre many of yon ccncerotd 
about the things of the woild j ^ell, if ye have a bargain 
of any momeat, whiobye «jc ooAceraed aboat|' ye wiU not 
. Bccd 



THE CHiaS^AN?k DUTt; ^*^ 

f^ Wlaeae tl» msfeipe isr these ^> hfcart Will be/' amd there- 
;ledrft tfas tkoaghts wiH rati that way ; naf » they will run 
lanKr^lh^HMUy^of^aHfrmpedtaicnts, I9 it' fo ahpuf your re^ 
Hgi^B ? Do yoor thoughts ftill run thither ? If it be not fo, 
iten farefy^^^'e l«r««'wvoonccrn about yt^t <>wn religion, 
■iie'that-netev thinks sbdot- hs& own^i^elfgipnr 4s, never '^n> 
ngita.hiii«th<Highlx (eicesftt| wibeii'ilfive^ it) |o kiiow 
^how.mattefsmie wxth I&b» t whethcrihe her a ftrvant of God 
«eernotif' 1 fearnntto fayr/hetattmieKatKl i^ ^not conceroed 
,to-bi one. ' > ' '^- -U - '' - * •: 

: (^*) 'Dcryovrtfaofight^idivcll'iipdn thl« I Ts the reality of 
i^iMSR i»«fr «ngagcflneat * ia- tiie ' Locd's^fertice^' the (bundnefs 
aptfifciair hearty, fiogtene^iofifronrieye^f^):. ^he fubjeAs to 
:w^kh^n6f 6nlf:yo«e{riuMds.irBn'iU'ttrdl)y9.^9' ictwere, iftd 
.4>f ifefr4Vwn*«omid^ btttalfawlbiKf wihich yoor fhpaghta fix^ 
jtmi !ftriouri>mdJf-dQ readtiyfr«Mi(t6 'the tb<^gh^ of that 
fwfattfcaboiitswff!af« caoaae^ied^vrtr^ey ar« ((rongJty inclined 
ta^tetbere^iAnd thekaind? iove»7tQ: exeisaifi^ its tboughri- 
^abantkluti Ifa; x»ru 3^^ Thenitnd or-thocight is iiayed' 
iBp0n£»ddi The tuan that tfttiU in! the Lord. w*i^ defife 
ito have his. thooghtt thti»4layed«. >]s it ib with you? If itr 
«bera0t fo io^faiie n)eafore« then tVuly you have reffon to- 
.%liSBiCttha»yo.baiencv^be/^n.iii earneft coneerned about 
^ROitr iD«in%relrgioQ*^ . ; •. 

ij< OB^BfCT'.-lteiicfe'roay fcwitj/p<M>r. cxerci foul fny^ 
•Kowv indeed yti%ave^ found me p for I coiild never all my 
d«7^:g8t i»y itlK>ii^ts 4xed ttpon.any thing. that is good ;. 
•ftail iny wind gets affray^ !aild is carried Off fometimes after 
iOne vatiity^^and foni«tin>e5^fier another. . 
».- aToifehl ha<rc a fev things-to offer for; their relier. 
^^ik.].. l&>this}ftr^ing of thy mind thy burden and grfcf ? lY 
iit bo» th«n'f'irely itifjleaka thy foul dcfironsof fixing her©. 
rj^gain>. [2i] -Doft th®» ftrive to keep thy. thooghts fixed-?' 
,-Biaft thou cndleavonr to fi3rtheni« and cry to God to fix. 
.ibem'Mf fo,. then undoubtedly thy mind is carried away 
.violently b/ fomc enemyi and that is not thine own deed. 
.Thy foul is dedrous to fix» but fomething forces it 
©ffj either the power of thy domeftic enemy* 4hat enemy 
, that is in thine own bofomf 1 mean (int or of fome foreign 
^tn^mWf Satan or the world ifhd^es- you; and this makes 
• nothiDf^ againft y<v^^ . Tbcrefotey J Uy^ [ j;.] Do yt^ as oft- 



4!ryatf dfindli«tr«f9 bring ie back. agM^- md ttett 

ffiefaniA ToriM ior tCB dcpasciii^ ? if ii^ .^vtt fintfy^ 
tfc 110 fttfoit tv donbc yoor coBcfcra mfibm-Mt ■ina— i 
Hating that obfiMed ttait vxcbpMBf we pfoodad lo «mm 

' (4.) W« f«fr Db fc think fieoieiiYlf-ii^ tbfafnfa^cdf 
Thtf who ire detply'^einiettncd abea^da^rttbiayy tbd^ 
Ihoogfafto wiU'befpeqQentlyciniilojnedlibootir^ £0^ if-tliot 
Ke (coMefiMd aboat tMait tiwo tdigimt* flnnf a thomte 
tt win «<A tHeep Tfatf iwtik e«^r and jmon iook to ffar&b 
glenefs of their own eyc> the diligence of their ^tm^ 
and the fottmiBir»of tiKtr lnak$ trifaiB)rcaafidlger|oDg 
dwehr yet the^wiU oft cunle (6 it^who^aaewgoodeaiadk 
\n the matftfn The rt ligimia imia •< neditatei^ day- and 
bijfht tfk Gdd'i law/* Pfak i^'a.- Ha itavar/dHiilM^^^^at 
the E»td1 tfedHoonkt^aad fainr Ihr^ is iaii a d .-iaf wifnl^ 
abl^nfcfs to Iheift/cfr Ifowfir it is wthcrrwife artili hiaii 
NoW) if it be tiot thai iWith foit» traly yphairg a a / t cr.bea a 
brought UTidet any eanearfrabooa lai^an loanf pdtpois^ t 
{i.y Att yotir thdughts' about yom leKg^on diftnfl^ 
Some ^tft afty 'wlio hatre fon^cittet tho^t abobc tlmr 
foohi but they cantior tell w«lt what th^ niten hf^kem, 
rhey ate fo confUifed 'T titey tbhik and thtale ob» aodiaittfS» 
may'b^tw6oty yearrthinktflgt theyrare aaliar ^aoiai^cHf. 
tmdbwfs as before ; but ftill they go oav H^m and ^tim 
fhey wih have fame thoughisi tff8in|tin iame watk tipob 
tht aff^6lionst B>U a$ ilncertain atidr^ kidiftinA t Is it tEas 
wteh you f 8ut thlt ye may kn^ryet aftetedeaidy wlm We 
mesin by tbi» qaelHony I flsait^'-break it intda^few odtar 
queftions. And, [i.^ ^ %* Caw ye tell what that iaja 
yotir reHgion that* takes op yoof fflmds and^hou^hts I Ma» 
ny of yoQ ha^e, it rosy bei fontd tiioi^tSyTfttit ye caandt 
tell about what ihey areetnployed* iail about the finglsuds 
af your cy<^, about the iiiwemy of «foa7; heart ^«lr» caiije 
tell whereabout it is rfiatye employ your tioughts f * If Bar, 
truly your concern figniles but veiy little, it will not 4a»^ 
yoQ in much (t<-j«i. Again^ [a. J Have ye any difti&ift end 
in your thinking about rtUgion ? what dfe/lgn ye by thi6k« 
ing about it f Is ft only to think, without thinking t« arty 
purpofe ? Some people both ihtak and fpeak about rt^gioa, 
but 1 fear they are nor aiming realty at any diftindl eod; 
fee FfftU xxrii^ 4^^ and the atnuxnn 9£^ iutb it Intr ioMe 



.WMiklyetoioirriMK <»>&# Pi wi»a« Mf en <0ml» to^ itt 

fticfi«ndfff if niif* then •#oi;f aH ydlsr tft<lfi*hH fcfe fl^.li*- 
tle puriwfc: anoc. i*Me> t3-3 <5it ylf any ««i«a ifflte df 

¥fe lia¥c idonoi *bji idl ybof tltbog^tsv U Ma^ be dl, tfcen 
^If 1 e4niidt'^i«^'tdi>«4iflft to tliitiyk <!f f dur f hongflts ; I 
ikinfc, '-'1 iMay ^ ye ein hsiv6 bot little co«f!if6ft of theniii* ' 
*^ (A^^ Wfeatfoflt of thottgttt* baft ye? Bibt^ may l»Tb 
lboCMi>t» «u6wy and b«^ aboiit tefigieih audi it may b^» 
fcfh^ «s do- fome^ray tcfp«ft: tlwi* o%rto fe^Hgicm, and m 
4bty^eis(^'fio€-mBeh^€Bftebyn^ tibmif In i^b^^^ their mlndA 
«re^Oillf 4»(lfi«l^ in ^^laodiag'atid datft^rhij^ '^OiigliiB ef th^ 
4l6rn«ife: bm n^i^f i» it of herv^i^ with y^ ? D6ybii lif^- 
fty^yoQ^l^etfi to 4e»rclMai^ and trying th^ghta ^have y^ 
ttiSLtif jealonfiswaftd fufpiciona etf yoorftlt^ ? • do ye oftefa 
•ffiak^' di^geiKi feareh itieo yotir own cafe? have ye many 
idottbt^^ a«d qUefticihittga ? if yosr^thottgku be not ki fomb 
meaforc^ envciM thisrway, it is a' fad evid«ii<^ tliat ye a#e 
nmy nor ha«0 ewerbeiwt oiidct any tnio^eoncer'nabo^t yotjr 
^ ty#tr(reMf ion^^ f ^ Y^eh^ cte>ught» 1»¥e ' i6e> ialn^ b^> wKb 
.fMfe-^Meit hi 'eameft< in tbo matter; of #ht>hi we'haVe a 
iaife tecoftme in fctiptare hiftbiy* pfhieittliirfy PlaiL ^icxxii 

i it^ Wefiiall=AMi>eh ior ihiseoiicent ih6vn tnt own reH- 
-gion, in the ajfkahkisn Wherever we Vi€ concelmed) all otfr 
«iAdliofit willb^ ^n^ibyed aboat tha^y fee 0{>oiif itj or fdt 
^gairtft t^hat h oppolire ttt ir-- Kow, 

{t^) 'W«^ poflt^yo^ Oft it : Are yoUr a^fHdti* e'nrplbydl 

ttboatyoair o\ttt-#e%iota ?» do^ yc< gricv^ <hit tHfhgi ztn 

wrong with yourfeWcs ^ do ye fear that they irtay be {q'^. rfo 

'y« hue what- is^Wjttdkil^l to your dirh fdigidn ? dtj'j^our 

fofth eleavc to amy fh*ng tha* may ii^y wky eootirUtffe fe 

■the -bettering fhmg* with ydof Say, my friertds, isit thds 

with yodf Or iaf it ftOt^ I fear, that many of ytju nrho can 

-forrovr^diatAent btfierly^' if any Worldly tbin^ frlmQe witB» 

iosflH Otot to you' othervwfe th&rt a*' yoo would wlfh, yet 

XAsftt all y oar life, lottgkw*!^ what it wsrs to be grie^d iA- 

4JU!ed?to ftn^ o« tkttt «tttfH6' w^re-oet ri^t yA<k rcf]^ mi* 



• 
1 



Irrie^ aosetlf ttor mf afivAt^iif abottttltafe-tliisf;!^ 
y thcA <cligiQni yoi>f oivn religioiif w-floc tbeene tiiitig 
^(My yoiy^ msin thing; iti0iiot'::Na7» ivrdy^TO^hare'iM 
jooiwrtrii aboot it : .« Where the tKafure tStV: or tof |Nirt 4tf 
ic» t^thera «fil) ijhe b«an b^" Mtfthsi Wt mo^ xr*\ 
! i (?•} Are ftmitigk&xom ffeqttciifl9r«ef«fii<^«ci abogt fiotir 
9w« ri^li^HHi? h9ve ye ffaQU«ot:ietff«»;^«e|% ^jo^'v-^^t^^ 
jPcher.aiiFealoii^ from. ihiB fj^n^ti^iiinf lKf9tnnn,'ii\4ksm 
art coQcerned ahotit thine ^q^vq veU^ton^-toiisaye'iti ri|^ 
thoo wiU he oft looking to it; aii^evierr look f*wiit ^ 
thy affe^ioas to work one way or other* it dtoafiadeft 
.thyfeU wrong» jthc fool wtU itfeich Uf ai^dions^. iik« i^ 
wingSf tpEy oui Qf-chae;cftfe; .aiid>if<otherwtfeftiit;wiy»ttf 
;| may fo fs^yi cl^p.thcm abdM what itfhas» to^Mit^M^ i 
;$v> Ds^^i^f whoahe thoHj^ht upon hi4 wafi^. 9iid*fovnfcl fbfim 
wrongy «( cnaiie haile aad dehi)'edt not to^/itoro h«i /feci ta 
•Gad's teiliiaoaieflj" ?f^L:c%m*s9^ And<the^«>f}{e^ QmOk 
iti. 4. whea ihe found the^ord in'iilsrrOfabrateQi^ ^ Jht 
held himy and would aot^ let him. go." { lie whole ^etfieo* 
tioQ? are not frequently iempl^yediaboMitfaii^o<ro fiauHacal^ 
. fu rely be • was- never concerned aboat^ il at he ooght • -i 

( ^•) Whereaboat^ ia the edgeioi ihy 9§M6s>n9ii che fiivoM 
.and zf^ of thememtriaiftd f if^ht^rbc^fnot ^bqnt; iWoc o«»a 
foul, thine own religiooj truly thoti rart oaC ^fmtS^mtsiL 
^Wher? the^ i» jiny thing , of tw6 beat^anA wat»Rlh»y» koow 
that which is*neafe(V will meet with moft of it, and ^rtaka 
snoft of it. if thou baftany afi^ioin^ahoftt'reSgion atall, 
•then the heat of themy the fcrvoor of ihvoh artll -be- eio* 
ployed about thine .awn reHgiua} if.thor^ beaiipe of n^U' 
againii fioy it will c^nfame the beans in thine Ofvn eye^ hc^ 
fore it seach to the mote in thy ^^iba«iT'si^M«^th« ^. y. 
If it b^ not thus with thee». thy A&€ki(m% are apt ahottl 
, thine own religion. '...;'.' ^ 

(4,) Haft thou any teft^ whiKtHSithe^.lhan £eeft-grootid 

,to think thyfelf wronj^ys or art in anceriaiotyabeM ditne 

own religion ? Canft thoa live quietly and eafily white no^ 

ifetiied a$ to the eve,r]aft4ng con^ffni of thy fouli If tbcir 

canfty diy*afiedions are /lot fct on/ janr art- %botf truly coo- 

! cerned about thofe which do belong, uuro thy pe^. i 

"know not what to. fay ofibioe peopliry A?ho:have no^niott 

^aflUxaacc of f?ilyatio^ than f>f dupjMiii^iijt.^d J^fX i^a.ii.ff0 

fbcure^. 



tttvfrt/tni be t{a«§t Md veihr wHt coiftcorirf^lliit'c^^t : 1 

ca*r affarc- facb> 'ttwt' t^wf were nerer ariglit' c«3toc5*fttc4 

'^iMMkt their o^n religion. - Some dio^bf) and thef vieyec 

* feck to be fatiftfied : May be i may bedrfvedi ftyeft <h(»> 

/hia^be thou mayeft be daTtinedy Ciiy h Wba« gt^ound baft 

thotr to hope that tboo (halt be fiVed ? f f ye WtH fftirk what 

is.tmei ye wiU faff ^.troly I htveDone," B'Jt 1 hayef#m<;wrhat 

fir lay,.- »3 a groand of my conje^ure : i/?, Thoa « dcferveft 

^Ti9ri2(fioiv •Jd^f /rhou Who canft fit ftill quietly m that 

'^ftjfe'-thiti waft never concerned to be- ftfed ; and 1 nev^r 

kft^^^ovte^get to beav^ who lari ifot faUation to heartj^ 

Sseky xxxvi,'57. • ♦ • • . - ^ 

-'(5»)'*T^^?« baftt it may br, fotne a^6li(Mi8 about thine 

'%wrn'' religion J bat- wheft is it that' they aire moved ? and 

What gives rife to them? Haft thoo> never thefe a^^iont 

IbHt w4tef» thou heareft a. preachih^i or when thou mt^ttik 

nrith ;fome awtrkcning ptoVideiice ? Tmfy, if thou nfcvet 

♦baft aivf-eone'stis'abofn'reiigiOQf live'wheif thou^ haft fome 

external caufe exciting rhe^, then thy concern about -relh* 

*^Aiitfrlorf no'gi^at'viifae;' True fconcern about religion will 

aiivn xh»C6uV%tyiittmkfdfit&ci^mvim^^v^ take 

^iitiftl Jn ottt^ own 'hear^ How* to getwhai ts'aaiifraiiieudV 

*&; and Ifirta W^F 4H fhjf aflfeatons a-M^otJcj « Ifcfw long 

•ftAU^r^aJce e^fel ihtny fouYi havnig forrow in ny hca«t 

•4wly^'* ?^il.-«m;rt,-«Bttt,'-^to'go (mt ^ ••♦ ^ • .{ . • 

'— ji/lfeviftglcirfched the mind and dii^ionsy <vc corafe 

»ow t6' enquire fe^r^tfals ct>nce^rrf in yoar nv^f'Js 4* ^sd if thert 

'Wfe ahy- thing indeed idf a *Ttal cencfera apoii: ihe^ fool' about 

r^Kgioh, bcreiri it will appear 'j fdr, « dot of ^hil^buti^an^ 

-rf^e^©art:the^mwiih-fi|3Wdssrt^*,'* M xii-'3[4- Np^i 

that we may bring this matter to feme ifiUe^ I'^ail^^put a 

♦few-qdciiOiis^ybtiiii reference t^ y^r wdrtte Ofcfittourfc . 

' (i.^ 'lpofcy6uonfWniTybycy'€t1ic€pvp4^^ 
*iUJydffc*firic wkh^yoorfeles ? and4fy* dor #herrtfeeiUI it 

it I Dq ye never commune ^tft y6or'»o<n»*'lteaif<& >'«"*•% 
'^ti'^flyye do- but little regard yburo^n Intereff^F '»Hfe 
'thW nar<*i» c*nvfrfefr witbhi«'b«^rrf-iig»ft; ia^riOti^aadc^^nf 

(B0noerftiab^^the ^2^^^hvi'bWh*f<kJtVi ^dkld Ivtll^att^oabm 
'edl/bc fdiaM aiiiangTtbo<fe'Xrhoi^ Wbift; ^ytift iiifyi'^Afoiit 

vmy things, dpyec'n^jlea tfac^M» tftttij iiiceflary/ ' TKc 
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liCtrdi .fooiiii^iKli it» and on r jTovl '» cafe «ef«i fci Ht 4li»t . mi» 
|)oii|i|MHi« wfkh 9ur4>vira htt^itB, Pfak^ir* 4« and Uxxvii. 4. . 
'. (••) Wjialdiicpurfe h«v« ye wkh the - Lprd f Have. ye 
^ny eoonrerfe wuh the Lord ; any conyerict io piaj^ex* in 
mediaatipof or ejaculatkMi f U fc have nones tlMa ^i^relf 
perer were ye under any C4)ncem about kia fer?kc ; a&d if 
ye have any eonverie wtih him, if ye fpeak to th(S laQrd* 9tnA 
ihis be not the thing ye have -been ipeaking to the Lord 
libour» it (peaks you not under .aoy concern : for we End 
{tAnx% have been ever moft conoe^n^d about tkipi aa^t il» 
(he account «ve have -of the faints', exercifat wa ice^ckearly 
the mod of their words employed about this* ^ 
' t^O What caaverfe, what difcoaife haye yei w)i^ ye 
meet with the Lord '« people Ms u what .may bb fomciviiy 
fubf^^r vient to this glorious end ? Aie • your words emf^yed 
in telling what G^ h9^s done for yqur fouli q^ ii},k4xaifl^ 
nrhac he has dope for otbeis? <* Come heseKtall ijbat fear 
fiodf aod I w^l tf^l whftt be baa done for mf i^u^" Pial,. 
JkvJ. §6, ,.,«.. 

. (4^} What fo^tof difeoorie i\kp 7^. beft 4o k«fpiap ? m 
it abOAt tUs gfWt cosoeiA ? or- ia it abou^apy 4hiQg - clie^ 
liOek to it» cbMJCO»vfiie>that ye^lifce be^ if iikfi- tq 4^ak 
avbat your foulls 'Under the: ^gaeat^el^ c(mcf(ro |far rii* ic4# 
fiOAv^fffe alKHK the-woald»< yp s^ffi lo^^% of 4bU woaid^s Mm 
be about the faults of 'Oihexsytapd the, pubbf^* pride ^|xs«d|^ 
9mU9$i ii jrlieirv^inly abppt your owa ibulsi.it fp^ka 
Somewhat pf >MiKieiP9k aboQt tbem.^ Bf^t^«^» iii tbV. - 

4, And As^tf^aacy ^e Ihali ipolj; tp j^'^oiu VW/^ tbaf ciie 
«M|r iee 'w^fii i^ is ^bat Uech ^^§xaft y^jji^. l)f ans, s^dWhe^ia^ 
l^eb^ undar.ifny d^a. coaoem^xeligtf^nf and yciof mojwu ia-- 
Jigiop* . Antf berQy : • 

. p.) I yiwM afli youf What work jm ye your )ia9^s ^oi 
Is it the work of your ialvation ? We ace bid « wolrk 9^ 
.iftiff ofsrn falvatioa with /ear and cnuiiblingf" FhiU ti, ia* 
Jt^awf $a thia. tjie work ye employ yooifelvea aboiir ? ofi». 
^ao yp inafy ^9«t (Hb«f . wo^, while ahia ^a -negkfled ? 
1 feaai ^«ii|h .«»oft»' thu is but Httif heeded ;. ly^y . W 
if yerwtfe ^dier atctrpo conceiro about yoiMt.own leUf^ 
j^9 ihWf. (4*} 'i'^^^ w^ldb^asuafa time^efBpJbyidabo^t 
rfhat.;which diifoAly taod«' tfh 9d4^ ooa vi|ay or ^ber, haa 
•iblbcvirbat pf «« imi^ediii^ ii^flisefiGa b|KHV' yqiir fa)va)ic^. 
:Ab4» [^'l AU our works would be done in a fub&rvieiu 



tytxi^h «^dl- Now^ it it^ foi iKfUhft^ of> iidt<M>6 yo 
piay h^rd» and wreflk earneftly with tl»€ -Lord- aboot }r<wt 
fbul't <late ? ^e ye much in believing, ikioch in^isbiti^ng 
fin, holding under the btody- of fm Ms fhh the ^ork je «»• 
bu£«^ about ? b'ome ofyony we feari never tlK^b^^ll^ot 
this trork r and asior yoa^ it.t»'no hafd nkittei^ to^-ttfil whnt 
y&at cafe i9> /e a!reyct,ilrft{>ger» to any real ^otiectll^' about 

rlcHgiott. : V :i 

(z.) What work are ye moff diligent about ? what it it 
thatye ap|jly your migfatto ?• Do ye "give ^ sAl dtltgetice 
to make yoni cafling- and' ele^Hoti fare I" 2 Bet* u to*i 
OT> ate rtierenot-amongy^o, who-iwany- othfet bttBAe^wiU 
work bard) toil fore about it, but if once ye be put towerfc 
aAieut this niatci^r of Ihfe higheft- iarvpo^t^niebf ye prtffently 
JM) dead and ItfeldH toflich a-dfegiee, that all it fftftul^ 
am of 'ca(e with yon ; ye aielweafyi before^ weM l^g4ini ol^ 
any work that has any near relation to your own falvatiom 
K this beyour cafei' then ye are under no leal cm&cem about 
your religion. 

** fji) What waflt arc y^«eft.eoiicerned to have* trarricd: 
forwar«l| and brought to feme conlbfortabk |)eftcid i Cati2 
]te not bcwell 'i^jo^ogh pleafedi if your ott»ct' bofi'nefft'frainer 
#ell with y<^' w^ ^^ighc In yourh^ndf ^hoiigh^the wtytk 
<^'yt>tirr2(lv«itton lie behind i" Of, dare ye iay, that^ no* stU 
^nmenf iii falvntioh^^wo^k ii able' t&'iatili^youi till yoi^ 
feath the recompeneeo^ rc^i^ i Do ye indeed fbrg^t'thi^ 
things that afe>behind»* and' prefs fbrwar^ unto this •? Caff 
rtotln«g<ihoft of -ftflfliranoer as^toyoor caiitog and el^€lion/ 
iptcafc^'oo ? Jf fo, it bodeswell4 and if otherwi{)i« it make«^ 
€fdd ^ftmtry lif Wttnt'%r a (htUble v^atd - tor thoht whkh 
ye indeed ought to be mainly xroir^fned 'about. Surely- h«^ 
that can reft'fati^ed^ though fat vaticvf-Wdfk^bc {hT'hhMndi 
ptDviiMt other thingy go weifr is nof^iuider anequai eon«ertf 
f^r falvation and for thefe things } the other tHrngs aro eeti* 
(tiiofy pfeftrrdd by 'Wriu* . ' • 

' Now, tf ye htK^c bee* u^fiDg your jcidgvnPents i« ^tiy- mtnJ 
sftfe, ye mafy- knbW whether ye- bej, or have^heeny- cinder any^ 
ji^al conee¥n'ab6u=t^'yofii-r own faWsliioni Or ^whether ye 
■tikv& mifde your ohirn reiigion yoiir firi)r'andgV«al eoncern^ 
Mti^ therefore wrihaif 'proceed tofpe«ikf6afttht#g Jn a^'inori? 
Ifarticoiar way> to the feveral foitsof per&AI of whkhehitf 
giStxMf mny c^R6§^^ And hci« we- ibaU ffseak^ 
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• yjt^ IV'tbpft wb^-are finder dq rca} coacenf ^^ wl^ibBr. 
fikavt (heir own religiqn or that of otherv . 
: tdlj^ To .ihoft wbofe leligjon li<ft m«^» or mtunhf^ ia a 
fboccrniiboitft othertf ajxi about the public. . • 
. 3^^. To Uiofe H bQ are. indeed uodcr a ^«f^ ^vA/ptiinl 
cOAcenv ;abpii^ ibeic.Qwn religion: tbepublic they wQuid 
I'aiQ.baxe.frgbl; tp^ t^eir exercife ist firfij to be fuie that, 
they tbemfclves ate fot and then they contribute thrir Oure^ 
to p|it in>tt0rs.othcrwi{e right. . ' - 

: ^hlyi AVje. ihall apply thie truth to all> in fomt exJb^rUUiaMS 
fttitable to the fcope-oi .the truth inUdcd on. , ; . , 
Nowf..of eaeb of thefe we (ball fpeak,Tejry Ihortly*. 

,.F*ffti VVe are to^ begiin uith tboici who a rce under no. 
concern about re]liigi9ni gn4.tb.fuc() whc fi)a|l rfpeak fQaBC^ 
thingSf ijf, f Of copyi^ivQ* -^{^s. i^j^&alAtion,^ And^ S^jjff^ 
Terror. . • • 

. And to follow tbis Pf d^fy. i/?i We IhaU ff eak fome thingi 
for your concision \ though this be the cafe of^moft of yott» 
yet we fear. few pfiyou ^Fill take w^thit: and thjerefore* 
not\^ithilanding aj,l jbar b4& been alr/rady faid for. your con* 
vi^ion^ we (ball yet 9$er two or three wo^4s more. Andr 
.(!•) We fiyi n^n.ikod w,oiBfti|» did reli^ipn ever take op. 
your hearts and heads ?^ ^9s,it,ever ^e^ly y^r. exeiciie» to, 
know whether ye wf re: 'igN^or. wr<H^ l Did ye ever put 
k to. the triab whether ye; w.e^e,Satan'« flaveai the deyira 
vaflaki or the fcrvants of the Lord? if nott to this very 
day ye are $atan'6 feryaptib ai^d never had ao^. concern 
about.rri gion. 

(a») jDi^ ye ever lay 4pwo thit e^Kif^uiion» I am loftf un- 
done* mifer^ble* wretchedf blind»( and naked» I want faith, 
Iwantgracct IwantGcN^ I i^ant .Chrift, I have deft toyed, 
mjffelf?) U ^^h then ye Dfevcr. have been under any concern 
of a right fort.. ? , 

(j.) Did'ye ever refolve upon it,, that go the world as it. 
viiji and. CO toe what wi)lt I have, no. concern iikq nay foul ; 
and therefore 1 fhall never be at reft, o^ take eafe, jor be. 
quies until. I -get fpafters ip fopoe meagre light, betwixt the 
Lord aod me f if yeihave not been brought. U4idcr fome fuch 
reiblutiom at this, from a convidiion that all is of no avail 
toyo|i,. if ye lofq.your fpu.l; tjicafurely to this, very day, 
ye arc peif»5^ G4HiQS iaCo^'i matters, and your own moft 
pr;[«cou8 interefts* (4 } Can 
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' (4.) Can'any thinggivft thee content, while thou li reft 
altogeihct at pcradvenrutes about fsrtvation, aboat Clirift ? 
Then yet haft thoa reafon to fear, that thou haft never been 
concerned about that which thou canftb^ pleafed without,' I 
fnean falvation, artd an xntercftih Chrift, 
• i^i/f Having offered feme things' by way of cotrviftion, 
^efhill Aowa little /;if/2/^»//7/^ with you. ^^ And, ' • 
. (i.) Can ye be, were ye ever concerned abour any thing ? 
Pid ye evei' think feri6ufly, fpeak Teriou^ly, or aft i^erioofl/ 
ibout any thing? If not, thoU art certainly a fool, 'a mad- 
iri'ari/ iTthbuhaft, theh, 

(2.) Man or woiu^n, is there any thing equally worthy 
of thy concern, as the falvation of thy roul? What art 
thou profited if thou gain .a wptid, and lofe this? And 
fti'ayeft not thou lie happy If thou (avc this, though thou lofe 
a world^ ? , * 

♦'(3.) Thinkcft thou, then', to f^veJ this without coneern ? . 
Think it not ; fo^ not only muft thou ftfive, niuft thou run, 
but every running, and every ftriving, will not do the bufi- 
nefs ; and therefore thou muft fo ftrivc, and fo run, that ye 
niaY J Obtain. 

\ '(4.) fait not thy'wifdom to prevent that, which, ifonce 
it come,' cannot be rertiddiei^ 1 mean t'he loft of thy foul f 
Know « ti|e foul's redemption is precious, and ccafes for 
feveW*' PfaK xlviii. 9. ' /. . 

(5.)' Canft thou, wilt thou fit' unconcernedly, when God 
is finking thce^into a fea of brimftone,'as now thoq dbft when 
he is threatening to do it ? If not. bethink thyfelf in time, 
ere it be too late. 

.. (6«) Are ye not aftanaed to be unconcerned about this, about 
which all others are fb deeply concerned ? andy'et none of 
them have fo gr*at art intereft in th'c matter as ye. T^c 
<ievil is concerhcd ; lie goes about fccking whom he may 
deftroy, Wilijiot>ibe concerned at>out the prefcrvation 
of that which be and alt his inftrpments are fo much con- 
cerned- to deftroy r Miniftcrs are concerned ; they preach* 
they pray, they fweat, they think, they toil, many a trem- 
1)ling; heart have they for fear of your ruin. They fpend 
their time and ftrength about ybur falvation, while many 
times they fear, that by this m^ans their own falvation be 
Rcglcftoa. * And now, whether,' I pray, have ye or they 
mjft concein in this matter ? They may, if^hey be fkith* 

F f ful, 
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iulf ycMt they will go to heaven, whatever come of yen; 
are fc then madj Co, £n to overlook yoor own great iDCereft ^ 
God it concerned : can ye doubt of it, while he is held 
forth in tbe gofpelt as bleeding* dyingt weeping, fwcating 
bloodf and all to pievenc yoar rain ? Can 3e doubt of ktg 
while he U heard inviting) callings cntieatingt prcnaiOiigy 
offerlngt protclHng, nay, and even fwearing, his concern 
id the matter : « As I Jive faith the Lord, ihave no pl^^ 
fire in the death of him that dieth, faith the. Lord Gcd," 
£tek« xviii« j2. and xxxiii. ii. And what need has God 
of any' of yoa } « Can ye be profifab'e to him, as«he that 
is righteoBsis profitable unto himfelf ?*' ' Cojnfidcr thisy^and 
be aQiaioed, and horribly confouodrdf O carelefs UACoa* 
cerncd fools! ^ j , 

$al/f Wc now come to fpeak a word foe terror to you : 
know then for certain, 

(i.) That foal which ye will not be concerned to favCt 
}ie fhalllofe : and will any thing mak? up the lofs ? what 
will all the world profit you, while ye have loft a pxccious 
foul, without hope of recovery ? 

(2 ) That damnation which ye were not careful tp pre* 
vent, (hall be your portion.; and whp .among you ,<< van 
dwell with evcrl?.(linj^ baioings \ who among ypu condweU 
with devouring fires r* 

(3.) Thefe things which now ye are concerned aJboaf, ^nd 
parfae with ib much ^eagernefs, (hall be your, everlaiiing 
tormentors^ and what profit will ye have of thefc^ -thlngsi 
whereof then ye will be aOiamed ? 

(4} When aiTthis ihifery (hall come upon yoii« there 
ihali not be any concerned for you ; whea this (hall comQ 
upon you I then who (ball be forrowful, or' lament far yon \ 
God will *< laugh at your calamity, and riiock when yo«r 
fear cometh. The righteous alfo (hall fee, arid fear, and 
(hall laugh at him» faying, Lo this is the rnau' that roadf 
not God hb ftrength, but trtiftfd-in '^e. abundance of bis 
riches, and ftrehgthened himfelf in his wickednefs/* PfaL 
lif. 6, 7. But we proceed, -. . . 

Sccoaiilji The next fort of perfons to'whorri wi prbmifed 
to fpeak, are they who are indeed undery&wr^. concern for 
religion, hut xhe\t maia concern feems fo be ftboiit public 
matters, the carriage of others, , and raifeaVriages of thofe 
who arc in any public, trud ; and they reli(h cooverfe abopc 

thi* 
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this moft of all* and fpend mqft of theii* time this way« 
What we" arc to fay to thofc, is not to diffuade any from a 
due regard to the publity bat on deiign to obviate fome 
dangerous extremes*.' NoW, to fuch we fayi 

1. Whatever any may account of you, ye have reafon to 
fufpe^^ and be jealoos of yourfelves : we have Ihewcd, from 
the word of the Lord, that where there is any thing of a 
fmcere regard to the Lord's fervicci it will (hew icfelf, (i.) 
In a deep concern to have* and keep matters right at home ; 
and^fince your main concern lies another way» truly your 
feligidiiy thoBgh your pretences be never ib high^ or the 
thoughts of miotfters or others never fo favpurable^ is de- 
fervedly fbfpicious, and yoo hav^e reafon to doubt it ; and 
I will tell you fome of the grobiida whereon, (i.) lam 
iarcLyour hearts are, as weJl as thefe of others, '' deceitful 
above all thingi,^ and defperately wickedt" and would wil- 
'Kngly deceivcf ybu. (2«} lam no lefs fure, that while you 
are much abroad in jobferving othetS| sind little at home in 
felF^fearching, and ftlfrcoildemning, they have a fpecial ad« 
va!itage for aeceiving you^ which the Vy no doubt, will not 
lofe. (3.) Your diflike or light cneeAo of thofe things 
trhich fpeak a fpitilually healthy conHltution, with your 
liking to thofe things that difcover a vitiated fpiritaal palate 
ani fenfej, gives me ground to fttt. you are not right. 
When people love not 10 well to hear the fweet and plain 
truths of the gofpel, as continual refle^iohs upon public 
failtng9» it difcovera a fpirit embittered and rankled, and 
not under the due impreffions of its own deep concern in the 
plain gofpcl- truths : ** Asnew«born babes| defire the iin« 
cere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby ; if fo be 
ye have tailed that the Lord is gracious/* *i Pet. ii. 2, 3. 
When oricc people begin to weary^ of the preaching of 
Chrli}, and him crucified, and 6f hearing the way of ialva- 
tioa, the means of falvation, the marks of graccy and foul, 
exercife, the Lord's work and way of tranflating fouls out 
of darkhefs into his marvellous light, and of carrying on ' 
the work of falvatlon to a blelFed period ; when once> 1 fay, 
this cann6t be h>:ard, and nothing is relifhed but debates, 
though about truths, and /precious truths of God, I muft 
fay, their leligion is, if not quite wanting, yet very low. 
(4.) I am much afraid of fuch, becaufe pride is ftrong in 
them, land is enconiagrd in both ixsparts. It confids in low- 
thoughts 
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thoughi(-of oihen* aad high thought* of outM'tft : i^omt 
'b«h tb«re pattjofptide ate fircngihcDcd j for,_t'-l. What 
vaf can be moie cfTcftual to fink othti% in out own cnccoH 
than alwayi to pi7 into, difcoitfE* of, and' jud'g.c^hcin foi 
their fault*, ical or Tuppofrd ? Agaiii, [j.] What can raiffi 
us higher in our own conceit, than to look little into our 
own beaiti, thcTt fliihy fink* of Co ; to' look at ourfeUe^ 
when, like Jehu, wc appear very lat VKyood others i(» i.eaT 
for the Lord, and to compaic ourfeltes with oihciSj when 
we htve dcbafcd them as low as n'e can ?' Thus is piide fed; 
arid uhcre it groin flrong, a'l grSce nill buguidl : " God 
rFlideth the proud, but yveih grace unto the hiiroble," 
Jarres iir. 6. Much more might h' -•I't-^ """» 'i^ •""« 
clear Ccripiu re- evidences : but we j 
S. We fry tofuch, Howerer fp 
Kave been, you have' rearon to be 
tear the want of an ingirdienl thi 
finglcnelaattoyouT aim. Many are 
ler ; and yc ^ave leafdn to be afrai 
siTuredly the liuit ii fo tco ; and 
r.ifiiefl ih^ former, »'« have hinte 
fore (he btier. A fqufnt'Ioolc to : 
lly ; it will make the fined ointmer 
there is ground to fear, that there 
fot.k. What wc itiiglit offer lor 
paUrd by ; for our defign uill not 
iJiofc paiticulais. 

3, We fay 10 you, Look toyi 
Irjingtimei cotne, you will be bi 
jnake ufe of, to ruin the church ol 
ever rufi<r(dnoteby faHc ftienda, 
ieally gcdly, erpccially when gnin 
open enemies; and 1 will tell y 
which 1 am'apl tothinl, that ye » 
the way, and tbatfo ycurowii <*oa 
-iiig of the church, (i.) Your oai 
the reach of God'* ptomHe, of g 
ii the hambW and not the ftlf-con 
Lord will guide : <' Tlie m«ek wj 
the meek will he tsacfi.his way," " 
will beeafity perfuadcd to ncgleft 
1 mean, an attendance upon Cbiilt 
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fort of people have many ptejudipcs againft minifters, and 
it is eafy todrive tht?m to the height of deferting their mi- 
hinry; and then furcly they are an cafy prey to cyeiy fe. 
duccr, and to ^Httj fancy. Chad's difC(^ion to hi^ fpoufo 
at noon,' thit tSi in times of adverfuy, and when it is hard 
to kiiovv who is ri^ht, or who is wrong, is to keep clufe by 
faithful minifters. « If thou, know nof,^0 thou fai'rclt. 
among women, go thy way fonl^ by the footfleps of the 
flock, and feed thy kids befide the (hepherds tent?," Cant- 
i. 9, {3.) In that time offences will abound : and if thou 
wilt break thy neck upon the faults,, either of minidera or 
of Chri(lian5, thou wiUnot want ftumbling-blockf, and the. 
devil will be furc to improve them alii to nurfc you up xn- 
the good conceit thou haft entertained of thyfelf, and in 
undervaluing thoughts of others.. Many more of the like: 
fort we pafs..* ' , ' . 

* 4. I Ihall leave you, with this one awful warning, who' 
Bave any hankering toward this extreme : Beware left, while 
y6 expe^ to bis rewarded of the Lord for your piiblic zeal 
and concern I ye be damned for want of perfonal godiineG, 
Read) conGder, and tremble,, at that awful beacon of the 
Lord's holy j>aloufy in thi< fort :. << Many will fay to me 
ri that day, Lord, Lord, have we not propheiied in thy 
name ? and in thy' name caft out devils ? and in Xhy name 
done man/ wonderful works ? And then I will profefs unto 
them, i never knew ye; depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity," Matth. vit. 22,23^ Here are men far forward 
in public appearances, and }et damned for want of perfonal 
godlinef*. For the Lord's fake, remember, and fear that 
ye fall not into the like condemnation*. Ncgk^ not the 
public:. bur O begin at home, and employ youv dift ^Mid. 
great care there; aud when ye go abroad, ^ be fur< ye kecp> 
within your own fphere* Bat, . 

Tbirdiji Leaving this fort of people, Icomci in the next- 
place, to (peak a word to fuch as are indeed onder a d^ep 
concern,, and that firft and mainly about their own fouls, > 
though they dare not forfake Zion; with JoAua, they 
would have ail Ifrael chufe the Lord: bat whatever come 
of this, one thing they take care to be fur<e of, that they 
themfelves are God's fervants. Now, to fuch we ba?eon«- 
ly a ftvf words to fay. 

z« Sirsi what ye have, hold faft« Say againft this ordcr« 
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who will, wc dare fay it is God's, and will be owscdby 
Fiim i and if yc hold pn» t dare injGod*s name fay nmo 
you, that yc (hall be helped, and honoured to ftaa'd hy hsa, 
whcn'othcrs,. whofc pretences are high, will turn their ban 
on him : ye fhal! bring forth yout fruit in its feafon, as tk 
tree planted by the rivers of waicr, TfaU i, 3. 

2. I fayto.jou, BeWitc of fucjt af would divert yea 
from this courfe : hold iat a ditlaiicc from fuch whofe coBvcr- 
fation has any tendency to beget prejudices againft a gofpel- 
niiiiiftry and ordinances. A/Turedfy their ftcps take hold of 
c^earh, and lead to ity pretend what they will.; God ncrif 
ordained his babes to live Without milk, and fome to feed 
ihem alfo. If once ye be prevailed wiih to difgufl yocr 
food, all will quickly ^o wrong with you: if you want 
it a while, hungtrr will go off, and you will b« filled with 
wind, and will not be aware tiltyc juft die. If yc have 
got any good of roinifters and ordinances, 1 fay toyoui 
hold by them, and beware of any fhing that may deprive 
you oi the advantage oi fbcm, or Icflen yonr benefit bj 
them. Dcferting ordinances' u ill entirely deprive >oq of 
the advantage ot them, and prejudices nboriihed agaiiJ 
thera will make your advantage lefs, 

3, Beware of fpending yOur time, and of fuch as wouli 
draw 5[OU to fpendjour time in love«killing, and prejodice- 
hatching debates : *« Only by pride comcih contention! but 
with the weHadvifed is wifdora,'* Prov. xiii, lo* 

j^ For the Lord's fake, make earned of growing in 
religion. What ye have happily begun,* take no relt till 
it come to a blellcd ifiue : " Frcfs forward toward the prize 
of the high calling of God in Chrift. Forget the things 
that are behind, and pre fs forward. Give all diligence to 
make your calling and cleifllon fure. Work out the work 
of . our falvation with fear and trembling, knowing that it 
is God who workeih in you to will and to do of his good 
pleafur^*. And yc ITiill undoubtedly reap indue time, ifyc 
laint not. I no'^ prjcied, 

' Fourthlji To fii'.r up the whole, in a few words oiexhorta* 
lion to all. We bad fome ihcights of branching this ex- 
hortation cut into leveral parts; and we indeed juftly might 
do fo ; but (leOgiiiig to conclude this fccond dcftuncpre- • 
fently, we (hall wray all up in ore. 

is it fOi that fuch as hav« any real regard onto the honoor 

of 
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of the.lofdt do make tbcif own r^ljgion t^cir firftani\ 
great cphcicn.? Tbcn,, my. fiiends, lex aie» *o the fear qf 
fihc Lordi. bcfeech, iptreat, and qtyieft j'oq, to be concerned 
about /our own relijibn.: mak^ tbis fure by any pveans ; 
ferve vc the Lord, take others what couife they will ; 
fnd even begin at ibis^^ make |his yo»i firft and great care* 

, i^ Th^.U thi?^ fouiuiation of all; and as the foundation is 
right pr ♦vxong* io it will iare W'i|h the whole fuperftroc, 
jure. This »^ the root, and .as it is good or evil, fo wilj 
Ihe frttit be ; this is the. fp'rjng, and if any thing be amifp 
here, all the dreams will partake in the evil and hurt ;. O 
iherefore by any means make ail right here* 
; 2. Make this your fi»fl and great concern, for it will 
be hernial and with x^f^t^ to this mainly, that ye wiU 
^e tried ;. all the trials that thi^ Lord brings, on his peo« 
pic, do ftill try this, how. matters ^re hcx<;, whether the * 
foundation be right iaid> and how far the work is carried 
on. . . 

' . 3. Death and judgment will be comfortable or bitter, as h 
is right or wrong with you iii this refp^ft. Your falvarion 
and damnation depend upon it : " He that beh'evcth no/t 
fball be damned ; he that believeth (hall be faved." He 
jthat for his own part betakes not himfelf to the Lord 
J.efu5 Chrift for falvation, in the gofpeUmethod, (hall af* 
furedly be damned, come of others what will. 

4. Make this your firft and great care j for truly the de- 
/edi of this is the fpring and ttue ftygrce, of that lamenta^'^' 
deicd of faraily'religion, and of a due concern for the • 
iic, which is matter of deep concern to »11 that fear i e 
Lord this day. What i u it any m onder that the man that 
takes no care of his own foul, be lineoncerncd about the 
foiils of others > How can be, that is pofti ]g to the pit hira* 
fclf, take.casjeof otheis, and endeavour to preferve them 
JTrom running to their, own ruin ? Never will any rcafonabJc 
.ipaa believct tiiat he whp goes on i^ fin himfelf, will, in 
liis ftatioo, be rc;^lly zfalous fpr repreiling it in others, Un# 
Jcfs we prevail with you to be concerned about your ©wn 
foulsy wc defpaic of getting you any way ferious in reform* 
log your families* 

. 5. Make this your firft and great care; for thi^ will help 
jTOu to employ jrqux f^al the right '<^ay> it| refonning. othen; 

It 
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it will make joo firft concerned for their (dnUi and- to 
them built opoa the fore foondation. It it thte ioHy of fbme 
profeiTors co be always for debatnigf whcir ihcy ctrme into 
con vc elation with perfons that thcf foppofey and it may be 
not withoBC groundi are ftrangcrsf nay» and eneaaiea to re- 
ligion; and that not fo much , to bring them to acquaints 
ance with the power Qt religiooy but to be .of their jodg^ 
artent, in feme points of controversy that are tofibdin-tbe 
day we live ioi which I do conftft are of very great mo- 
ment. Bat here they miRake; for they (fat>ald Sift cndea- 
roar to bring the m?in under a real concern about his iba! ; 
and then you have brought him one ftep towards the e^n- 
bracement of any principle or pra^tce that is accordtDg^to 
godiinefs: and if ye gain not this point with a gracelefs 
mani a roan that is not exerciied to godlinefst it is of no 
great confequence what his profeilion bsi Papif^/ Prelatift^. 
Prcfbyteriani or any thing elfe; for he will be true to no* 
profefiton : it is not a real principle that holds him ; and 
he is ready to be^ upoa any temptation» a fcandal to that^ 
way which he cleaves to, O make your own religion yoof 
fir ft and great carcj and this will karn yea. whore to begin * 
with others. 

6. O make perfonal religion your firfl: and great - concern ; 
for» alas! here it is that the main defeat is among yoi>. W6 
have oft complained* and we have daily new reaum to com- 
plain ot ycuy that ro^ny at lead among you are going in the 
broad and mod p.itent roads to the pit| feme in that of ig^. 
■orance of God) others in that of drunkennefsi fome in< 
that of abominable oaths^ and Avinifb lufts* and others fn- 
that of deviUni revenge and contentions^ always leading 
down to death and dciiroflion, and that o|)eniy* I know- 
mod have long fince laid down a conclulroni that they 
(kall have peace> though they walk in the way of their- 
own heartSf adding drunkennefs to thrift, one fin to another.. 
But afl'uredly ye arc deceived : " Be not deceived : thus 
faith the Lord) neither fornicatcKSy nor idolaters, nor aduU 
terers, nor effsminatCf nor abufen of themfelves with roan* 
kind, nor covetous, nor drunkards^ nor revilcf%» nor ex« 
tortioners, (hall inherit the kingdom of God,'* i Cor. vu. 
9, 10. And the fame (hall be the fate of curfers and fwear* 
ers: « Then laid he to me, This is the curfe thatgoeth> 
focth.over the face of. thc^ whok caitfai for ctcry one that 

ftcateth. 
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fiealeth (hall be cut off* as on this fide* according to it;, 
and ^veiy one that fweareih (hall be cut off as oh that 
fi4c, accQtding'to it. I will Brfng it, forth, faith the Lord* 
of;l|ofts» andil (hall enter into the houfc of the thief, and 
into the houfe of him that ffi^eareih falfely by my name, 
And^.it (halV remain in the midft df liis houfe, and (hall con« 
fume, it,- with the timber thereof, and the ftones thereof/*' 
Zecb» y.,3, 4. Now, are there not fuch among you? 
Are there not unclean perfons, fwearets, drunkards,* and 
the like, among you ? And ye whd are fuch, have not ye 
need, to be concerned to be religious ? Snre ye have none" 
^s yet. And now,, td bring this home r6 you, let me p6fe 
}^oii upon three thltigs. (i.^ Do ye believe that the words 
ye have heard ate fhfc wordi of God ? If nof, then be gone,' 
you have nothing, to do here. If ye do, then,' (2.^ Do ye' 
hope to get 'to heaven, vv^hcn Gddhai fald, ye (hall nev«r 
get there ? If jre do, ye ara mad t if ye hope to gbf heaven* 
in fjpite of Cod,' affuredt/ ye are mad; and if ye bclfevc. 
there is a Jica/en, and yet liyt5^in'that which ye know Will- 
debar you thence, ye are mad indeed. (>)" If G<^, by a. 
gofpeUdifpenfation, prevail not (b far with yo6, as to make 
you leave • the open road to hclh is he like to ptevall with 
you, to bnng y^u. over to a. compliance with the gofpeU 
call entirely f No, no, fu rely no. My friends, look ia. 
time; for, as theXoxd li^eth, ye are in imminent danger,i 
danger greater than ye are well aware of; and whethcf yiv 
will hear, or whether ye will forbear, know,. that if ye dtc^j 
yout blood is on your heads; ye have got warning. Take 
warning, and make perfonal religion indeed your firft and 
g,ceat concerii^ >- ... 

j,. O make your own religion your £[(t and great care^ 
for heie^many are deceived; many have a name to live»' 
who are dead, and appear to be fomethingt who yetf whea 
weighed in the balance of the fan^uary, wtll be found 
wanting, and have a Tekel ivrit upon them. 

8. To add no more, confide r (erioufly how fad a deceit 
in this matter is. O ternbie deceit, to miftake heavent 
and inilead of it to flip into hell! To miftake the broadi 
road, and think it the narrowi How tefrfbly will tbe^or 
deluded fouls, 'that fwell with the hopes of heaven and glu4 
ryt look, when, inftead of falling into* the tWtts of piea« 
|urq» ^ey (hall fink like Lead in tl^ iiiig}ity>atc{9 o£G(^'t 

holy. 
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holyt ji|ft| and terrible indignation againft fin! As yt wodM 
not meet with this terrible difappointnien^ look to youN 
ielvet; make fure your own religion'; lay the fonndatioa 
Weill and then ye may have peace> and the 'Lord will elf^a- 
blifh it. NdWi for yonr dirediion> I lliali only offer two 
or three (hort wonls. ' 

I. firing yourfelves to the light, to the ftandard of God'f 
word, and try yourfelves by that which is the troe teff , the 
balance of the fan^uarjr, the connfel of the Lord^ which 
(hall (land. 

2* Whatever judgment thtf* word pafTes on you, though 
it read yonr name amongft the black roll of thofe who are 
doomed to the bottomleis pit> bear it, and believe it» for 
alTu redly the fcripture cannot be broken. 
. 5« Cry to the Lord, that he may give his Spirit to open 
your eves, to know how matters are with you. 

4* When God, by his word dad Spirit, has wounded 
yoo, wail upon him for cure, in the fame way ; for it is 
thence alfo you mud have yo«ir acquaintance with the blef- 
fed Phyfician, JefusChrift, in whom alone your belp is. 

Haying thus fiaiflicd thcfecoaddodrine, 1 now proceed to 

DocT. III. « Sach as are fincerely religions thernfelvef, 
will take care that their families, and all whom they can 
have any influence upon, be fo too." Or (hortly thos: 
«« Such as are finccre will be really careful to maintain fa- 
mily.religioii :'\But as for m and mj ^houfi^ nut nvill Jir^t 
she LorJ. 

Which (hews os, (i.) That God requires houfhofd rdi. 
gion, even that we and oar houfes ferre the Lord. Now, 
What is not required, or commanded, cannot be iervice 
don? to the Lord. (2.) That we, and our hoofes or fa- 
miHes, ftioohi join in, or perform jointly, fome part of fer- 
Yice to the Lord. (3.J That a maftcr of a family is called 
to take care of, and may engage fome way for his houfc or 
family fc raving the Ldrd. 

Now, in the farther profecuiing of this point, we (hall 
(hew t^u, 

1. Wherein family. religion //>/. 

IL Wbcjice it is, thai fach as are fincere, %tt.fQmuch 

hitcemtd 
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eonctrned ohowt it, as we here find Jofhuai and others of the 
faiuts^in fcripturc,, / 

. I. Now» wc begin with xhtj^rfl; and fhall gnly here 6b- 
ferve, that family- religion conlifts of three partsi or is cohif 
prehenfivc of the three following particulars: i, Family-ini 
ftrudion. 2, Family- worlhip. 3, Family-goyernmenl, or 
order, , And about thefe it is that a religions mailer will 
btc concerned; and he* that is not in fome meafure carefully 
cxercifed in thefe three, there is reafon to fear he has no 
ieligian, Novvj we (hall a little open thefe three unto 
you. And> . 

,, I. Wc fa}> xh?L% family •uifim^ion is that which fuch as 
tre fincexel/ religious will be careful of^ Aflu redly there 
will be nothing that will lie nearer the heart of a confcien* 
tious mafler of a family f. next to the falvation of his own 
Ifoul, than the falvation of his family^ his children and fer« 
vanjts; and one great part of his care will undoubtedly dif- 
f over itfelf this way> in a deep concern to have them acca* 
fitely indru^ed in the knowledge of iheir duty toward God, 
their neighbour! and themfelvcs; and, in a word, the whole 
fff that knowledge .which is ncceflary^ in order to their 
,walk with God. here, and their enjoyment of God hereaf- 
tpfj. And this part of fatnriy- religion wc find the Lord 
yery punifiuail and exprefs ip conamandingy Deut* vi. 6» 7, 
3» .0* <' And thefe words which I command thee this day, 
jlhifl be in xhine heart, and ihou fhalt teach them diligently 
^nto thy children^ and (bait talk of them when thou fitted 
m thine houfe, and when thoa wallceft by the way, and 
when thou Heft down, and when thou rifeft up : And thoa 
Sk2At bind therp for a fign upon thine hand, and xhe/ fhall 
be as frontletsr between thiae eyes ; and thou fhalt write 
them upon the pofts .of thy boufe, and on thy gates.** In 
which obfcrve,; -ly?, Petfonal religion enjoined : •* Thcgr 
fhall be in thine heart;." ^dlJi Domeftic religion: « Thoyi 
(ba)t teach them diligently." Here alfo we have a plain 
5iccou*it of this, firft part -of familyi-vligion, and a clear 
cooimand for it ; we fee who they are about whofe infiruc- 
tion wc arc to concern ourfclvesj, it is our children, and 
thofe who are in our houfe,, that is children and fervants ; 
for under the notion of children ifervants are frequently com- 
pfehended# as particularly in the fifth command. There it 
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Is agreed hy alli that under that of parent 'and ^ild, alltt' 
lationsf and particolarly miSttt and ferratify are comprehcfi^ 
ed. Wc ice alfo the manaer bow. this doty is to be xnaaa- 
eedi and that ia diligeatly. And this is yst mote -partlco* 
Tarly openedf as to the ways and reafons wherein we arc to 
evidence our diligences and fpecial care of the inClro^ioo of 
Ibdfe under our char^^* Nowj two ways We ought to 
manage this piece of tamlly' religion. And» (i.) By pre* 
cept : (2.) By our walk. We ought to teach theai d& 
gently both ways ; we ought to iacuicate and carefally pKfi 
•pon them the icQOwlejlge of the Lord ; and what we thus 
teach them by wprdt .we ought ftrongly to enforce by a 
fuitable walk. Parents and mailers (houldbe in cafe to fn 
to their children acd fcrvant?) with Gideon in ao other. cafei 
** Look on me» and.dolikcwifc," Judg* i. 17. ; and wkh 
the apoftlcy Phil. iii. 17. «• Befbllowers together of mci 
and mark them whichValk fOf as ye have us for example." 
Then are children and fervants like to be won ovef to i com- 
plisiDcc with the will of the Lprd In his wordi when it is 
not only clearly held forth to them in word, hot when alfa 
it is pointed forth in a Uvelv and fpeaking e;cainple« If tkt 
Bpirit of God gives us ground, .as.it doesf I Teh iii* t. to 
t>elievc that a holy and Ihinii^ converfatioti> wirhpvc tKe 
Wordf may prove cffcftual towards ttie winning ovcfof on* 
4icUevcrs toward the etnbxacemcnt of religion^ ^hat^ may 
\fc cxpcft, if the word and fuch teaching be joined together] 
Purely we might think to fee fomewhat clfe than what is to 
be fecn at this day. And O how hard will many, find it to 
anfwer for their dcfed^s here, in that day,, when they ihall 
jftand at tljc bar of ,God f Nay, tirould to God we niigb^ 
not* fay, for their dired conterafting doty, in both theft 
'rcfpeds, while inftcad of iAft'mfttn.g them in the fear of the 
'Lord,- by example and. precept, they run them forward, to 
'acourfeof fm by b.oth I O. prodigious yillainy ! and jet 
^common among men, among Chriftians ! 
' 2. Pa'milj.^orjhif is comprifed under family religiont as 
"a principal part of it x every family (hould be a littjc church 
"tinto the Lord : and fo we find mention made of tfic church 
of God in hojfes, or of families being churches ento the 
Lord, /'Greet (orfalute) the church.that is in thine hoafe,** 
Rom. xvi, 5. and clfewhcre; and, paft all doubt, every 
family ought to be a church, wherein God fliowld be (om 

Icmnly 
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Ijeninly, woHhipedf both oa ordinary and extra<>Tdinary oc; 
caiions ; fo JobV hoofe was* Job, i. 5. Now> of this 
family -wor(hip» the moris ordinary parts are three : 

(4.) Solemn i»vouiiioM of th« o^me pi God by praver«^ 
Ouf Lord teici^cs us to join togother Uk prayer, by patting 
t}ie perfoos pri^'iag in the .plural amaberin the Lord^i^ 
prayer, *< Our Ifather which art in heaven.'^ Agais, 
•* Give US this day oyr. daily bread." Our dependence up «• 
oaGod, not only in ourfingle capactcies* but as vie are 
inembersof tamiliest- requires fuitable acknowledgements of 
the Lord i and our want of .family* mercies requires our 
joining in craiving them by prayer from the Lord« Our 
guilt'oi*tamily-0ns requires family-acUow'kdgeiBemSf aod' 
amplications fox pard^j and therefore afiiiredly families 
whether greater, as nationst or leiTar, wlilch call not upon 
the name of God, (hall have the Lord"* fury poured out up-> 
OQ them, Jcr. x, as- " Pour eut thy fury upon the hea- 
then that know thee not, and on the families that call' not > 
00 thy name." Where by famiUes we are to nnderftand all 
families, whether greater or IciTer; fof furely if nations, in 
their national xapscity,' be called to worihip the Loid, and 
call upofi his.name, (o alfo leiler families are; aod for their 
negle^ are liable to the fame vengeance* 
. (a.) ;Solemn readfn^ of the word belongs to firaiily« 
woflhtp* What can be more plain to this pttrpofe,.than the 
command we have formerly quoted from Dcut. vi« 6» ^ and 
this we are to do, that the ** word oi the Loid may dwell 
in us richly, in all wifdom/' Col. ii i. 1^ 

(3,) Solefnn ftrai/a are alfo required^ as a pact of'family. 
vorfhip, and undoubtedly as family- fins and wants call for 
family-pray erf ie faeaily- mercies requite family- praifss, and* 
brings Us. under the apoftle's injui)<tien, in chat foceciicd< 
(^oU iii. i6« <* Let the word of Chrift dwell itiyou rich!} ,' 
in all wifdonit teaching and admonifliing on^ another, iu: 
Pfalms, and hymns, and fptritual fongs fiujging with grace 
10 your hearts to the Lord. 

3. It remains that we open the third and laft branch of 
family^ieligion, viz. familj-grvemment : and this lies in 
fcveral particulars : (i.) in commanding the family, chil-' 
drcB and iervantf, to walk in a)l the ways of obediebce. 
This is^ that which the Lord fo Riighly praiies in Abraham, 
0ea* xviii. 19. > V 1 know him, faith the Lord, that he 
w;ili command |iis chU^reHf and his . houfehoid. after him. 
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acid they Ihftltkeep: %ht Wayef the- Loiftf,** *r.'-*(al)1lr 
obl^ingr bf reprooV xd«ipititkXi» 'niid- cQ^Fe^ip^9 TocA ar 
aK in the ftmiif, ta abjaneton sAif ^ing ^fol smd fcoDds- 
lottff in their pradice* Geo* »wci^. »• *t Then Jacob faid 
ttotoim hoalehok)» and fdt 'all tiiat ^wi^^e whht hitkf,' f^ 
,»ray dieHranfegwU Hial afeki^ong ybtiy and be cfean* 
Mfkd cbangeyoftrgartncfctft; AAd^kt us arifii and gd tipKroBe* 
thei; and i will make t*h«rt at) akat imto 0«>d> ^Iio an* 
fwercd me in cho day of ittf-diftfefs, and Was vipith rac iir 
.«k« way Mrbich i wcnn**' Hefe we hate an cmiorhc exam- 
ple» both <»f umily-worfbip^^nd family-order ; and indeed, 
213 to the deportmentv l mean» as to the outward many acd 
^hat is to 4iM» feeti' of fefvalits and child ren> we fee from 
.tjiefouedi command, that parents ImdmafleTS of faimilt^ 
are actfoontable for iMo the Loid) ni'ho has not atily etiyoni- 
.ed thcaa *io keep the Sabhatll*d4y, bo* t^take cafre rhaf aB' 
.within tbeit d^ors do. (^.) Thi% H^s m.e»pel4ing Ivch e^ 
<zf the family^ a»do> notwit^hflandine flie nfe of thcie ine^Bt 
^ar their fefotmationy perfilt in walking contra-ry to- God^ 
«f I wili walk within my hdafe 4i4th apcrfttft heart.** Here 
lathefpriDg^ Siec what foUows: « He that waJkcth id' 
.apcifailwsp^ fee (batt f«ve' m» : he that wdrketR deceit' 
Ihall not dwell wibhiii my hoofe ^. he t4^af teffctBf Kc* (hall'' 
not tarty m tny fight," PfaU' ck £. 6. Here* ire fee a 
jtvoly cbata^ff of one that ha$ a tnie regard t6 the~ matnte-^ 
nance of family » religion! How rare' are Aiehr tnftancea ra 
.<^nj:.day.l Bat leaving this» we (hall profcecd. 

lU The ne«t thing we propofed) was to Ihew whence ft |j* 
that fuchasanejilncerely religioi«i'th*mfelye9\willbe cart/It 
^mamiatM family- religion. -We mighP rndfcedi' for the prtXjf 
of this unthy bavementioned^ndillod^i'afed't^iecntthem^-^^ 
aaplett of pioiit: care 4b<int famtty-rel^gioA) reeohjed fa 
icriptore;: biit what we^are ro aHedge-ender'this head wHf 
fttpejfede tktt, and* wilt firfftc^df prove tR^ do^rine, anJ^ 
fhewf thac<<fhi^i« is aa indilTdlable tie betw'ijtt^finceriiy and! 
a regard to this. • * 

I. Then pcrfoBs whcfaJfe'tbenifelVes-firK'eTcly rcH^i(XJ.v 
^iil. btt careful to ^maintatn f^niily-religTon^ beeaulfc they' 
hvitiK.reg^t»d to aH'GodV commandsf., The aHthority cr 
thft Lofdy wlierevcr it i« ftainpc«d, bindi^^hcrii to a cotn^i*^ 
^^6. . Sifacerkcy haa tor it^inf^parable^cyrdpanton, a rtfpe^ 
-taallGacLVcomimands.: «< Tfieti- (haH t nol'be aftfawed/ 
^enjtare odlpe^^K^iaU^ ihy< dof«nnaiid«>'' Pfeli c«iic-. 6.'^ 
J, ; ■ '^ And 
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^J^)Srf*^m4hn^tfpfi€i xoth^tpmsatiri^ it is thxt v^arre about 
.^miiy-rcligifi!fi.flQwt; for mdoiibtedly it is a parfofconw 
,n>aM(Jed duty, , W< *rf hew toldi it ii« piece of fervice w 
th? L9jc4 S tod whftt it cotQOi^ndQd i« eiU)r f«.i What he 
jQey^r jjeqmredt tbat he will. never own a lefvioc dbne m 
him I >biic what l»i».beeo aikdged fiomihe void pf God un^^ 
dei; the foriaec head» pau (his beyond, diffote. 

2. This refard to the lUitnieDanoe of famil^r-creligfoiit 

^owsfrpijB the v<rf mature of that fupematarai prfiKiple 

.wh^refwifh ifll cbai ^^e trul^r imeere are endued, whioii ifi< 

icfiptttie i4C«lle4» f^* ^''^ heartt 'a beart-^f fl^% a nt^ 

»^qtur^ tf menj^/fiji^iu &tf* Thia principle being foired andl 

Ifaroed ;o a& uoivcffal coropltaiice with the Lord'a wil)^. 

sikr^ aC ih^ ipali thin|;i* Thejr who have it are faid to be 

>< .created in Chrift Jcfos to > good works«" Epb, ii. io» 

^nd particularly t a$ the old heart would be in all reffie^s 

JKidef^eitdent of ib< Lordr foi on the otbef handv this neir 

^ftax^rjs ftroogly bent co «ckii9i(v ledge its dependence on the 

J^r^vi |n the ways of his own appointmcnty in all its ways^' 

j9j^Kftati9Aa and f elatioos wbexela it it pot ^ and hence as it 

j||«ds CO o^rn.theLord in ooifmgle oapaottyt fo it leads us 

jjfofiif w^ tre poflefled of iti to^do £o in onr family* capacity ;; 

|i(Q|4» to a word* as it kads us ta worihip asid ferve the Lord 

ourfelveii. fo it -powerfully influences to Hiy out otirfirivesta 

Jufye-all Others to fejve the (Jime Lt>rdy more cfpc dally fuoh^ 

4M WQ oiif hvft influ^noD opoorour children aiid'feervaoi&' 

. 3* Such as are fincere have ,aiL /»///-« fove to the Lordi 

#nd hrilce .a- delight it) all ordittances, private, as well as 

fiublicj and fecrett whereia any meafure of communion 

with the Lord may be rosched. ^< Lord/' faysl>ivid» 

.^•I have loved tte habitattpfi of thy luuife> tlie place 

where thine honour dweUctb," P(aL atxvL d« The Lord's 

honottr dweileih in all hMOidinanceSf and in every placo 

where he records his. naiae ;« that is> in every • ordinance* 

there he meeu with bit peopk^^fod there be hJefieth theon« 

And indeed by family* reli|^iOAthe Locd is fignally honooreds 

|br tliereby we» 0*) Acknowledge^ thatwc hold out fa^ 

snUiesoftbeLord* that it is to bioi' we 0we them, and fayt 

by Odff |>radice what worthy Jacob £ndt Geo* xxxii. so# 

^ QGod of my fisther Abraham^ And God cf <ny iathep 

ICasc* I am not.wonhyoftfieieaiA of aU tbomeuies* and 

of ali th« truth which tbou. haft (htwed Jiatft thy fervant ; 

ficur wsckaBy«ftaff lpstfikd«y«cthis^of4aiii and now I ans» 

become 
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Iiecome two bandi/' Agiin, (2.) W« hereby cwa ni 
fanilict snd tU that «re ate, 10 be HCiX in the hand of tie 
.i^rd, aod at bu foveteigndifpofal c 4%hfle a]'l the advanii 
gei aud mt^rciet we want, and would -liaifc er cnjeyy aod 
would wiil) continued whh ust we apply to him for tfiem 
by prayi'^ifr^ aod ali the eviUwe would have removed ot'p^ 
vcntedi we likewife look to him for their rrroovBl and pit* 
.veoti^n, ackaoA'lfdging him the A^itbo'r of all oormereie^ 
ix\ f.hc con'inualafoiptfons of praifeffta htim. In tbi»^af 
%v»' acknowledge plainly* that o^ hiioi and through laoi) 
:jt aU things in whofe>hand is the breathy and alt rhecfl» 
i :rnmfril* of every living thin^;, *vbo kiM».«»d tnak^s^fifft 
>v > ir.Ja an/1 Iieals* makes. rich and poor.' And, in • irori) 
lirreby wc owabtm the unco acrollable Lord of all r ■* lift 
J^jid .i;ivetb,*atid the Lord t0keth» atjd- bluffed be M'txMB^ 
s\\ the Lonl. He doth what plcafed hiro ; and who mxj 
(dy.t'> hii;i, Wbat doft thou I" (j,) Ihefe acknowkdgf- 
mcnls booour Gdd» in that they are publtfy vrhesthy Goi*' 
4^ lory if manifeOed to otbera, and they itiOruftedr aim) ^f^ 
&i:cd by example onto the like acknowledgemrno* AfiBf» 
ViWyt the reforq. they who love the f^lace w^herc Gq6*^ fco* 
our dwcUsi and that which contribotes towatd its'tnaMf^f' 
tioHi as ail fincere fouU do, will not dare to aegled M 
Umily- religion, whereby it it (bftgnalty fat (1irfed« • — 
4« Such as ate iincerely religious will be careful to tR»x» 
tai^ ianaily- religion, becaafe they have a fivcere lose t9 
thofc in their hou(e. I'hey Jove ihetr- neighbour aS' thenof 
felvcs ; and no way can love matiitett itfell' niofc- tkafl w * 
due care for their fiilvatioii) leading tci ^he ufe of aU ^^"^ 
means whtieb)' thia is promoted. Memorab!e to this I»JJ 
pofc are ihe Lord's words concerning Abrahaair Geff*x*'i» 
19. *» For I know him, that be will command bis chiWrf* 
aid his houfbold after bim, and they ftxall keep the way w 
the Lord, to do juftice and Indgment, that the lAif^^J 
bring upon Abraham that which he l^atb fpokcn of feJ^- 
Here we have a double conneAioi), very remafkable.^i»/^ 
connexion betwixt family* reffgion, a doe caic of i^ ^^ 
iti fuccefs* He will commandi and they (ball ^^^l^J^f 
vay of the Lord ; be wiU take dac care, and ht$»^»"** 
not be in vain : « Train up a child an the way whercia »* 
(hould go, and when he is old lie will i>ot depart from >'• 
Qriiniriiy an univer^l care tbisway is iK>t altogether witb' 
out Tome in&ttSDce upo|i ioioc ia the (amily ; and ^^ .^ 
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ikve one'^child, one fervant by ir, h not this a rrch reward 
fpr all the attendance we fcan give to it ? (a.) There is a 
conne^tan bctwixrthe focccfs and the promifed bleffings; 
«* They (halt keep the way ot the Lord, and the Lord uifl 
brLig on Abraham, and his feed, aJl the good things that 
he hsrsf^Kjkcn;*' • So here we fee of how great con fcqusncc 
it is to thofc in our fatntltes; it is the way to noake them 
iPeHgToar, and thaci* the way to make them happ^. 

.5i Such as :u^ fincere will be careful to maintain fimiljr- 
Veiigian, from the tnftfcitnte of the charge they haveof them.- 
Miitersand parents have the charge of their families, and 
atvin fame meafurc accountable to God for them, Pa« 
rraits are co^imanded to train up their children, and mafters 
to command their houlhold to keep the way of the Lord, aa 
we fie the Lord's' ted imony of Abraham; Thus we fee, 
in the.fosrth commandment, the maiterof the family is oblu 
*gcd to foe to the TeligiouB obfervancc of the Sabbath by all 
within his kbufe, and fo'he has a charge for which he is 
accountable to the great God;* and therefore a (incere per^^ 
ibn looks on hirafelf as bound to be careful to maiQ« 
fain' the worship of God ia his family, and amongft thofc* 
whom'he.has the charge of. This made holy Job concerned 
to (jcrifico for his children \ and the negltA of paternal duty 
in £ii provoked the Lord's difpleafure. 

6. 'rhecarc ofperfons who are (ihcerely religious to 
naamtain famtiy- religion, ffours f^om the force of their fo- 
lenan engagcm^nta and vows to the Lord in their baptifai, 
which are again lenewed upon their ofieiing children to the 
Lon) in that ordinance. Here they are folemniy and deep- 
ly fworn \o be the Lord'f, and to walk with God, in aud 
before their families, to inftroft ihem by example and pre« 
cept* And thi* furcly cannot be performed where family- 
religion is not taken care of in all its parts. How terri- 
ble will it be to parents and mafters of families, when their 
children and fervaats, from generation to generation, (hali> 
accufe them as faulty , and the caufe of iheir want of family- 
ieIi;;ioa? indeed, fay they, wcf never worfhipped God in 
QUI families; why I we never* faw the worship of God in 
OUT fiithcr'si Of mafteiV families ? How terrible will this be, 
when God fcall fay. Is it fo? haft ihoa damned thy child,, 
thr Servant? Is this the performance ef the folemn vows 
which thau lookcft on before fo many witntlTes^ How 
confjuad;:d*wilr thvu then look? Other things to ih;s pur-- 
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|>of* we ioiy. have occafioa to touch tc aftervaKh. From 
what ha« beeo faidt it is plaioi 

!• .Thai all who are fiocerc will undoobtedl^ be careful 
to malnraio faiolly- religion. 

Z* Whence it is fo* It is from tbe force of aU theic tio 
yrt have neQtioaed* and others of the like cacoicy we ouj 
afterwards have occafion to m.enrioiu 

We fliall now make fome pradicai improvemcat of ihis 
point. Andt 

C^f I. For hfirmattQif. We may draw from it the fev 
following inferences* amongft many* Is it fo* that focli as 
arc Gncercly religioos theoofelves will be coeicieotioiiflj 
careful about family- religion ? Thcn« 

I. We have uadoubtedly reafoa to fufpedl their religios 
who are trifiers in this matter. Since a fuitableconcera adx>ut 
'our own falvationy and the means leading thereto^ leads to 
a doc concern about the fouls of oor umiliesf no doahtr 
when wc fee pe^fons trifle here, it gives ns grooad to be 
|eaIous» that they are not under a due concern aboat their 
6wii fouls. Nowy of triflcrs in this fort* who feent all to 
fall unde; that heavy curfe that b proiiouQced» Jer. xlviii, la 
againft fach as do the work of the l^rd negligently* there 
are three forts, (i.) Such as do the work of the Lord by 
parts. They will* it may be» read a chapter* but never a 
word of praying* or of finging praifes to the Lord in their 
fanilies i tho' th^re is full as much ground for the one at 
for the other* from the command of God* and from oor own 
ncceflities. The reading of the word is not like to tarn to 
any great or good account to ui* if vft join not prayer for 
the Lord's Spirir> to caufc us to underfiand what we read. And 
he well uoderllood this* who fpent fo great a- part of thi^ 
long pfalm in praying for lighti Pfalm cxix. 18. «« Opco 
mine eyest that 1 may fee wonders ouc of thy Hw^*' is a pe- 
tition that (hould go along with the reading of the word* 
And indeed praifes ought not to be forgot* and ptaife will 
be ever looked on as comely for the upright ; « It is a good 
thing to eive thanks to the name ot the Lord ^" and the 
true way it is to obtain much of him Memorable* above 
miny* are the words of the Ffalmiil to this purpole* « Let 
the people praife thee : O God* let all the people praife 
thee/* There is the exhortation : well, what follows on 
it ? The enruii>g vcrfc tells ; •< Then (hall the earth yield 
ker Increafe ; and God^ even our God> (hall blcfs us/' PfaL 

Ixvii. 
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I<ni K. 6. AU the daue» of teligioo, whetljer domeak, ox 

C; JcU «t Scy"o promote the def.^n of ,11 ; a»d 
th^eforc ont cannot be taken a<v.y. w.tho.t a mamf.ft 
■|*;utv Tone to the reft, and done to the very defign.-buch 
ihadeal tlw are ^rfdoubtedly triflers. and are to be ac 
J^uwtTcon^ners of the Lord's authority ; for affuredlf, 
if Twew regard to the Lord's wtmnand that mad, them 
Irefri of one part, the fame regard and deference to the 
W^command wonldmake them perform all the other 
iTtf If w?c" t a«d carve, take and leave, as we fee meet, 
Kofe hTnas which are equally el abl»(hcd by the Lord. 
^« thlwork of the Lord deceitfully ; and "curftd is ht 
■r, l,h rhei^rk of thi Lord deceittiUy." And. («.) Such 
i?.f be tied "ifler, as io Seldom worfl^ip God in 
•&Lli,s: it n^ay be, on th^Sabbath mghtthey wiU 
«ad or fing, or fo, but no more »^l the •«" fabbath. They 
1!ho confine ail their religion to the Sabbath, I dare fay» 
r£ never' kept the Sabbath duly. No doubt, we ought 
lo worfliip gJ in out families daUv. we ought to confef. 
Sr fi-,rc% to him for a gracious fapply ot all otrr waH«» 
Tnd to waifc him for his mercy toward, u.. Surely, whe, 
we a« bid "pray always with all prayer." Eph./i. iS-S 
Su is at leaft iobe onderftood that we ought to be frequent. 
£"mplo,ed in this fort of prayer, ^-''l-.Th:?? 
No lefs can be meant alfo. where we arc bid, i Theff. v. 
\; "Pray without ceafing." Undoubtedly, therefore, 
triflers the/ate. who do frequentlyneglea. who. upon ev- 
c f »ifi£g occ^fio... will baulk family religion, wh.le the,, 
%{!Ty dty both a clear call to it, and a fair oec.fion for U 
The Lord's mercies arc new every morning, and fo are both 
oar fin? and our wants, and therefore fo ought our apph. 
^ion; to God. .. It i. a good thmg to gtve tj»nk. unto 
the r^d, aod tp fing pra.fes to ihy name, O.Moft "'8°' 
to fcew forth thy loving-k.ndnefs in the •""""'g' »J '^f 
fai.hfulaefs every night," Pfal. xc. ., J. (|.) S«ch "« 
triflers. as, notwithfta.dtng the clear command we have to 
'be «< f^rvint in fpirit. fcTving the Lord," do yet, with 
a cold indifference, and- even as they were sfleep, manage 
.his work. Is this to fervc the Lord with aW »"/ ft«"8'h, 
with all our heart and fotjl, as we are cornmanded i Wa>, 
fure it U not. Let fuch take heed who thus offer to the 
Loid a carcafo.a foiffl,.wh9 plcJiftf rtenfehes with the 
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mtw jxtform.incs of the duriei« without cottMtngig'Ho^ 
thsr are perfoimed; l^c fuchi i fay> look with Cfembling 
dod al^odith nenc to rhac word of the propheij -** 0«f£bd 
be the deceiver, that bath in his dock a male, and vo«*cxli 
aad facnSceih to thr; Lr>ril a corrupt thing," Mai. i. 14^ 

2« We may dra;v this inference iVota iCi that Aich asdo 
entirely nr»;Lci family^icli^ion are undoubtedly /Irafl^ra 
to frncerity. Think on- this, ye who to tki? day ocver bofr* 
cd a k?^ce to God in your faniilie*; ondonbtcdly* ye are 
under a milbakc as to your cafe; and he yoar thoughts of 
yourr;ilvcs what rhcy will, God looks on yon at perlbos: 
void oi' sA\ religion. For, (lO Is not £amtly«reJigiojti a do^ 
ty ? fafii it is.all the Lord's peopk, in -all genef-jttiansa 
have ihojght fo ; the Lord has ap^ roven them in it. Abrai*- 
hami as we have heard, was highly comisended' tor thin 
It is one of the noted cvidcncirs. Job i. 5, of' the pi«ty ot' 
Job^ of whom Ged did in a mannar glory. It is plairj^ 
cnjoinei! in the fourth commmd, as jtidicioits Durhasi fo* 
Wily cle;rs.— Dot w-hatnccd I fay more ? It is D ciear^ rhat 
nobod/ denies it who- has any fenfe of religion;- and,cveia_ 
they who ncgj eft it mu.% own it a ciuty. . Again,. (jt«}*£ft. 
nor, then, yournegle^ of it; a fin agaitift !tght,'that ht a' 
flrv of- deeper tSan ordinary dyt, a blacker hti6, and cpiifti^ 
qaenUy to be more fevcrcly punilhed by the holy and jea^. 
lous G«d? « He that knows his maker's will, and dcch it. 
not, i^ to be beatfen with many ftripes." (3.-) Is it a fin yoa. 
are onl^' once guilty of in your Hie ? Nay, but it isa fin ye. 
arc everyday^ guilty of. (4.) Alid is it confiftent- wjiiKahy . 
thing of the rcatity of tcligio?^, to live in the condant andha*^ 
tticual negleft of any duty, or the com oiifiioa of any' known f 
fin :? Nay, fiirely it isnot; for thi Lord is plain with us in' 
ihis matter : »* He that comciiiteth fin (that is, u ho lives to^ 
a coarfe of fin,) is of the devil, for the dc«ii finnetU from ikt* 
beginning. Whofoever is born of. God, doih not comrnit 
fin i for his feed remaineth in him : and lu cannot fin, be* 
caufc he is bora of God," i John iii. 8, 9. Vain, therefpre*. 
arc all your pretences to any thing oithe reality of religiopr 
who live in the'neglcft-of family- religion- . 

3, W«; may f?om this do^rine learn,.whence it is that 
there is fuch a f^id neglefi of family- religion this day. It is 
froT) a want of fi^ere pcrfonai religion. Few there are 
who are themf«lvcs under a due concein about their' own 
fjuls ; and hence it it that thete are fofcv^ careful about 

the 






rtic.Touls of their families. Now, that this no\*s froirt a 
dift^ of'i^rfonal tcligioni i« plain beyond contra^id^ 
titJti, if we cortfidefr, (i.)' ^hac ' where there is ih^i 
li(K:eiitjr'%izrt mil nrnrt make afhamed, there urtdoobtedry 
is^cb be ixinni a regaidi and an equal refpedl to alt God s 
cominani^:'" Then fhall 1 not be athamcd, when I have 
refpe^ to a!l th/ commands," Pfal. cxix. 6. Again, (2.) 
Expcfricnc^'fViCvvs, that ihey who aVe negligent fn this mat- 
ter, Vre alfocyrelefs about rhei^own fouls. Liok to ir, ye 
who negle£l faprfily. religton ; I fear ye are hot' careful about 
p^rrfdnal religrofn. He that will eafily bjiiilk apA negled'fa- 
milj^-pn/er, H^illbe asTeady to ft'egled fecret prayer, Thii 
h Well icrtowh irt experifence/ (3.) The Very fexcufea' that 
thcjr maki; lafe of for this negleft, fpcak the want of a heart 
to If:- for ft rely, when »ieople are kept'frdm a thing by 
frivolous and trifling difficoliics, it is a fign they Have no 
*grcat mitid to it. 

' Object. k..Say fomc, Wc cannot pray, we never were 
taught to pray. 

1 anfwer, ( i.J If thon meancft thJit thou canft not do it )i$ 
thou oughteft, very true; neither eanll thou do any, duty.; 
wilt thon therefore give over all? (2.) Didft thou ever try 
it ? did ye ever fit down with your family; and make a 
mint at it? What knoweft thou, but it might have faljen 
oift to thee, as to the man with" the withered hand ? If thou 
hadft made a fair trial to pray, thou perhaps rtlghlcft havq 
got ftrengfth thou didfl never exjjc^. . It Is want of will and 
uTcHnatinn, not of ftrengiTi and abiljt)^ that hinoefs. (3.') 
Did ye ever cry to Gocf to* teach you'! Did ye ever wjth 
the diRriplcs, cryt Matter, or Lorq, teach us to pray ? If 
not,* fur 5 ly it is want of will that keeps you from' duty. 
Ye have no mind 10 it. ' (4*) Can ye. do any .thing ? Yes, 
will yc fay, we can work at our ordinary employments; 
Well, hut could you do this at firft ? Did ye not come' t^ 
a flcill in thefe things, after many fainter eflays, and pains 
taken tt> learn? No doubt ye did Even fd ye muft learn 




and rfiay yc not alfo tell thefe things to Gcd ? But, 

Objbct. a. Say ye, When we come before Gcd^ w^ . 
moft fpcak well, anJ when' wc'cpmc before the great King, 
we mail have vfofrdt irt good erd^r; and now 'I cannot or- 
der ray wbrds aright, AlitW. 



A NSW. (i«) It i« not ji^onilt thnGod fcek«» Wsny m 
iitnc he has icje,6l^d go ;>dVotds«. lor ^ao^ofapoirefpofMiezift 
{rai^e o;" Ix^art, Dc'U. v« z^it h^t he never ficjeft/ed a pray* 
er bccauie it waa not ligiu .woxded* -(tO ^ ^Yf ^^ ^ 
wprdt cxprefft ?he real rentimentii of thy beart|. and tlioo be 
yipoD the matter rightj God wiU pafa by. roaAy iadeceocies 
and failings in thy wofd&f fo he did with Job: Job had- 
many harfh cxpreilions conceipiag God» b^th to kixn> and 
pf him ; and yet, becaafe hewaa opoa the matter righr^ he 
pafTes by tVefe tailings while he reproves his tfane frieods ;: 
** Ye have not fpok^n of noo the Hung* that are rigbr,as my 
lecvant Job/' chap. xJii. 6. l^) In prayer, we addrefs'God 
at a Father^ and we -know pacenU will not qoaxiel theii 
children in nonage, though. t^cy lifp and fpeak after their 
own wa^ ; nor will God be woiie than oor parents in thia 
refpef)* (4.) Utteraoce is God's gift^ and thereforcft. 
would ye have It ? to the Lord ye m'aftlook for lu (^\ Aa 
(ar as thou pnderft^M^deft thy iMed$« of the Lprd'a oiexcies* 
and'art affeded with tfieniy in lo ^ar ye will ttilj find' words 
to fkxprefs your concarn; and if any .mantr^ch yoo to fpcalc 
D^ypnd your undeijfljinding and conccjroi he teaches you €q 
hiQck God. .; JBut, (6J lft^islk}ld it ilrikes as well aj^aanft 
fecret piay.eri as iatnily- prayer^ and fo ve muft ^nit qU 
prayer, 

. Ob)ect« 3«B9t.fayyey Abt I cannot .get confidence^ 
; J^vaw^ (i.). Will. . ibis cxcufe bear y<>is, opt at G^'a. 
hand/ Darc,yeniakf-it to hitn^' l^Of I am iure^ ye dare^ 
ii^pt ' (9.) WbethsT *yitt i^ rcqijirc greater confidence to pray 
bcfpre'ypur.famUyy ot to,lbnd at the bar of Godt and befoiei 
•angeis an(^ men^ 9<id teljye.hafi never conAdence to pray 
in your families ? {3.) This ia horrible pride; ye think ye 
caanotprayr fo as to jrain repute; and becaufe y^ cannot 
^ain your end,' cur(edleU> therefore ye rob God of his ^o<» 
>y. (4J Whether is it that, thou canft not get confidence 
to. pray before mea» pr before God ? If thou fay thou canft 
i not get cpnfidpnce to pray to .God|. t^eo yc Ihould not pray 

j !n fecrlst cithrc.t, nQr ^e,t ia public. If thou fay, it is before 

1 men f})ai tliou.aj:t aih^medi ^hep is this, not horrible impie« 

i ih to be in pre influenced -^ a footilh tegajd to man, tkaa 

bVa r6gaVd to God ? If thou haR .c«»ofideDce to appear bc«^ 
^ fore God) thou mayeft ea01y a^ar before men* PlaCe but 

tliyfelf ondcr this eye of God, and fet thyfeU to prayer, and 
th^n all thoughts of men. wiU;auickIybfgo&e« , 

' ' OaiiCT*. 



I 



' ♦Object. 4.,B0t fay fome. We cannot get'tjrae, ' ' ^ 

AK%1ir*.(iJ For whfat^tj^ii Qod gi^^ri tfiectimc ? wai iV 

iibt tV i^ve niri)> to favc thine own fou], and this fdub o^ 

thy famil^rf (2,) Wtitifeon fjteitdeft t'hop thy rftte? oitthv 

b'oliQcft Of family, wilt thou atifwcr ? .Well, if fo, thiir'i^ 

iht compendious, 'ftiortiJft, and flirtl! wiy to carry iill idi* 

Wafd. ItU the way to ge^t?od witfi yoi, then ye wilt be! 

.f|roi))erc»us. FifiaJly, "It U ti6t tnie, for there is hone of you* 

Mf bpt idle away, either opon.no b'dflncfs, or wbrfe tnan^ 

lioae,. 010 ce thab this would require. iNow this mudk to^^ 

ttiq^iid inference. '-'-^ ' I ' * * 

* 4. Wc tnay from ouc do^rintf djTaW this iftferetice, That* 

mincers bavc wit the only charge, or jill tjiecateii/ddii^rgc' 

oF the £buls of people; ttiaffers'of fantilt^ ^hd pa rents 'have! 

alfo a charge. And think on it, God will reqaire Jitybdtf 

hands the Wood of yodr ehildfen,''and of your Tenram$,;if 

thsyj?cri(b through your .rte'gligcace/ Noo^, th^'ye haVe* 

the charge, and are anfwerabie ^o God for chlfdrert^and^, 

iervaats*. is pali all contradi^ion* For, (i.J Parents d'nd; 

rovers of raxnilies have a conlidetable intereft With fer«^^ 

vanfB and children. Child rei^ add' fervants fiay fooiewh^t' 

of reverence and rt(pe&, unto their parems afid inafters, itidi 

sAtow ihero fome inteteft in their affedion. i^ow,* "iall tjih^ 

i^tcieft #jrti th'cA fhocild be iAsprOveii; toward their falvav 

iiprif and their engagement in Gjod')^ ftrvice. (2.) Not orf» 

ly have ye' an influeacc trpon them* this way, but ye have^ 

a; power of; commanding them;* and thisfhould be imp^vy^, 

en Hke«rif(* towards their engagement in the Lord's wajj'.' 

.(3,) Ye hanefreqaent oppoTtuniiies'of;converfin^ wlt^^fifcni^ 

am! ye a re /accountable for the imprbvemcrit of th^sfe to.^ 




thcmit U that the Lord enjoins-' fhiri6rniin|^ of thfe* 
yean of thcit pofterity. iSod - lias placed his teftiinct-^ 



and to 

tender 

ni€;»,anioogft|is; and we are all, accqrding tor opt refpec^ 

tHfe ftations and'Oppc^runities, bbltge'd'to propagate both 'tjic. 

knowledge and the praftice of them : •^* He eftablHhefl y ttfS* 

tixiiony in Jacdb, and appdiutcd a. law in Ifracl, wiil^h'lie. 

x6mTpandedour,fcthcr5, that they ftionld make fherft knb^fr 

^tdvthcit ehiWrefti-.tbat tjic genetation to cortie rpight knbW 

' ./ .•''■-• "- -^ • " -■' ihtifl' 
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9^9 THE CHRISTIAN*! DUTY, 

tbemy evoi tht children which fhoold be \>ori;, vhp kp^ 
arifc aod 'decltre tbcm to their M\dtts)»" PfaL hxviil. '0, 
U/e s* or lameMatkn* This doclrine. may be itiaprofc!^ 
for lamentadoo. U ic fo* that fuch as are themfelFCs fi^, 
<;erel)r religioas. will be 'coDfcien't^ouflf cfarefu! to '{Daint^ij;! 
family -religi 00 ? Thea farely we baire'reafoD to latnea^ 
t})e wofol DCgleAof this dut^r* and of ^ due regard unto it 
in the day wherein we live. Tbat this u either entlr:l]f 
negle^dt or lamentably trifled over by the generality oi 
parents and ma^era of families in our days^ isy.alast tooi 
too evident. For* (i*] Their horrid and abounding i^oo- 
Cance of God fpefks it oat« Were parents confcientioofljr 
careful to' train ujp their children from their tender yea;si u 
the knowledge or God} as they arc cornmandpd ; werethej 
{peaking to therh olF ih^ things of God, wlicn the^ fit iothcif 
l^oufcj when they walk in 'the htld^s, wh^n they lie down 
i^dd. liie np i and were ihefe beginnings cultivated by inaflcn 
q\ familiesi vf\\tx\ they' get. them home tgbe fcryant^; fore. 
ly tliere would not be fo much Ignorance of G,6d thisiiayia 
tne Jand as there is. Again* .(».) The abo.uDding impiety 
that there i^ in the landi fpeaks few Abrahams to b^ loi^ 
who will command their children suj their fervantstowalk 
in the vva\ s of the Lord* Magiftratei arc \o doubt /iaujr^i 
an4 mVplftcrs too;, but the rife of all is, the ne^l»g.f85r 
of ^^rents and raaftcrs of faa>ilics; and at their hand ^}} 
tlie Lord require It. (j.) The impjctjr^ of young oijcsi ^^ 
pa^ncular. fpeaks this ^loud.. O hor*^ fadly dorh'iii fpc^ 
ttic wiakednefs of parents, when their children. do li|p*^^ 
o^fyi a» foon as they, begin to f^jsak, wheq/cliildrcii ^a'jt, 
oVrce^cly as foon as they begin to converfe; it tclh jj^j ^W. 
parctitis have not done, and do not their p^rr.' *Finallj'» |f 
is what cannot be denied, it is what ye njurt ponfefs, hccajjfe- 
there »rc too ro^y wiineffc^of its truth, even as" man^ w* 
ttr^h, as many fcrvants, as many fojoupers', aithere arc in®f* 
iiy'ofy our families,, as many witneffes, there ire agabft nip*. 
oFyou, thac.ye eiiKcrpprfeftljr trifle in.thil, pr Wiali^f^* 
glca family religion. .'. * .^ ^ ,•.•!; * >; .^' 

Now^ futcly we ^have- reafon heavily Js\ jlanjcJJ^ thj^f 
and to moufnoyer it...' For, ; ' ' " 

they arc deRit'ute of any thing of real aiid ftricece f^fp5cl ■P'^ 
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't)ie Lord and his fervice; and thpugh.cbey be called Chrif- 
tUttSy yet really tbey know notChrid; nor are they care- 
ful to honoar hiniy or engage others to do it; na^ raorey 
tba^ they arc horribly perjured^ becaufe folemly (worn to 
snftrudlby precept and example^ and even to train up their 
children and families in acquaintance with the Loid s and 
yet they make no confcience of 'performing what they have 
vowed to the Lord; the^noft high God. 

2* We have reafon id lament thisf becaufe ir gires us a 
fad profpedt of the ridng generation. Who Ihall form the 
riOng gene ration ? Who (hall train them up in theknowledge 
of the Lordf and engage them to the way of the Lord ? It 
may beje will fay^ Let muiifters do it. Buty ah i if oiherl 
do not their part* all that minifters can do will not prevail, 
^inifters are little with them; minifters have many to at- 
tend. Miniders are called to preach the word* to attend 
to the exercife of difciplinci and tbit takes much of their 
work and time. But parents and mafters of famtliesy they have 
lew only to look t0| they are much with them, have more 
intereft with them, and more accefs to notice thein ; and 
If they improve no^ thefe adyanlage» the riiing generation 
js not likely to tranfmit to their pofterity a good account of 
religion. This generation is fenfibly worfe thin the former ; 
and we teA'y expedt the next to be worfe; and God knows 
where this negle^ is like to land us ere l«n^» even in down- 
right atheifm. 

3* This is ^ lamentatioui and (hall be for a lamentation, 

becaufe of the dreadful and heavy doom it is like to bring 

Hm us altt^ther. £11*8 negled coft him and his family 

dear. What fad things this may In time bring upon parents 

;and. cblldreni families, congregations, and nations, God 

]pnly knows. But fure I am, it will make the day of judg- 

. ment t teitible day to many of them, when children and 

.fervants (hall go, as it were, in (hoals to the pit,,curfmg 

; their parents and their mailers, who brought them the/e. 

And parents and mafters of families (hall be in multitudes 

plunged headlong into endlefs deftru^ion, becaufe they have 

' not only murdered their own fouls, but alfo embrued their 

hands in the blood of their children and fervants. O how 

' doleful 'win the reckoning be amongft them at that day ! 

when the children and fervants fhall upbraid their parents 

and mafters: «« Now, now, we muft to the pit, and we 

have you to blame fot it : your cur fed example, and lamenta. 

H b ble 



,ge« TflE. CHKJSf lAN'f I)UTZ. 

ble soi{1ige«ce, has brought us tp the pit. We ntvftt fkiRr.jrou^: 
fbip God yoarfclvfs, and ye never worfliipped God in your famil 
Ye did not iiUhti^fc u$ i|i the u-ay of the Lord, nor u*«n »s' op to 
tnd now /we are indieed m*ar4 and damsM for o«r Gma ; bst 
b)oiid It^s at yoctY dooriy who ^ight hav't ddae aiiKb to-h^e Havod 
but-did it not." An^s pn the oih^r hand, bow vill tHe Ihric^ 
•parents fill every ear ? '* I have damned myfelf, Tbave danin^ n» 
4:hndreii} I biv'e damned itiv fervantf. While I fied their bodief, 
•nd clQa«hed th^ backs; 1 have ruiil«d their (wiU, and broug^ dmt* 
ble damnation on mjifelf. . O ]et; uf .aaourn ; ojrer tfaas h/d ^evil, tb4 
M/\\\ UHdO^bt^di; ^avc;thU dlfif^al^ tcyiil^kifliiei wh«t c;^o ^fcfi 
your hearts, if this do-not ? 

4. Let us lament what hone can frrToofly look upon, and nofli- 

meot, eVrn'apf rllhrig '^h^faiioif, a rtritied and'deftroyed maikltoidr, 

and ihaf not wiihOuf fhe tti^ft ^rnM« aggravaAons of thWr TViilep^ 

( 1.) Is it nbt bt^emablr to<kechtidroa..'and^ftrv^ou filtered iitchfdm 

of iiar4;9e(s, ai)d|.eOsifv^in.iVfia tqji44irfv<tQt> tOtfee ;i4Km dMVfa^ 

as it wet-e, to d.smnation aqd-d<;atb.(^ten}al^?.;(^.) la it qQt yet cnorc 

dreadful to fee them fJcHr'oyed by thole, who' are undei* the Rroxtge^ 

ties to "endeavour their belief f (3.) fs it pot fad to fee thetn Mrbo 

pretend love t« thfir c'hi^drsn', and 'fervstrts, haj^gi^g' abit of- clay, 

iHeir bodies I kitsaa, while ihey are: dfamaing their .Mamort&I fouSr? 

Surely thU is 40 be Utaei^ed ; and th^t Jt U|npt»n»re ^t^^efl^ asd.be^ 

.^iraikdy will ore loi^/occafiqnA.bi,t^er,^ain^atf|^o. . ^ut; jipre |UAP^ 

next to 

(ffl- 3. Of reproof I and that, 1. To fuch ai trf/le in^thjs duty. ^. 
To fuch as iiahe Familylrdi^iom 'J]. ToHoth t» tbUlfy frtgleSf ft. ^. 
,To -(uah as, rtAclid of >fMntly*rcdfgi(xa, do H%e xtkfaMfAWilkedvtfs. 
t. Then, Wtf C»y, ibis rraebps a r^prppj to Cach af ^ -trifit mfar 
Oiiiy*rcIi£ion ; fonvcitb^re j^e^who makfibe Jafl»io«v « let/V,. of ai* 
tending aJl ibc'dcrtics* of it ; but with fuch fainincTs, deadnefs^.and 
€o}drifenefs,,as fays ihc^jr.jiutv i^ iheii burden, and. Ao^ 'their choice. 
They can fcarce icli what advantfagi?" thiey "make of it« <'6«eh ourcdoc- 
Irine reproves, ansj fauky ye are. 'For, 

. (1 J This ifoy^ f^\^i\4 ««J»gion is.fiti^Qrj4togc<bef3 VKBtlngitfOr fith 
dei a fad decay, perfon^l ^pd family^velt^ioa go togethar.; as.thc^ 
is anincreafe in Xfal, an^l carefulne(5 about the one, fp there wi]l \it 
about the other. Wh6n Pjvid looked' w'eli to hipifclf,* wli^n h< hi- 
* baHjrd hiihfclF wifely in'a petfefl way, We then ilfo^ walked wHhia Wi 
boufe With a ptfrfefl^e^t, Pf*t. el. «. SnreVyotii^triftttlia baihr. 
rf ligip*. is the, ^f njiine fruit lofitlrifliog tn private.Md pcr.lboal r«f^0P« 
(2.; Yc (^«?me yqurfc1v;s ottbe comfort of femily^eligiow, T|>e 
Lord has not faid to the leed of Jacob, " Scck.y* v^j f»ce ih vain/' 
' nay, he is good to the foul that feck* him, to (hem that wait for him. 
••In krtfpTng his commands therfc is grtat reward ^' bet they wlio 
trifle, ibifsdiis great reward} lor he oAly <• ia a i4wBdtr <tf Ibtta 
that diligently fe^k. Mm* Hcb« xi..6.. .^ ' ' . 

(S ) Ye mifs the mark, yc donot ruici? the fco^ aad intfBii4tDC|it 
of thrffq duties, theengaii;cmcnt of your faiq lies jo tha Lord. It wjU 
not be acotdrifc! and formal perforraance hf duty, that will pltbcr 
plcaf«God, or profit yourfcWc^, or j«tiothcrf, 

> (f ) ftidty 



* -(4'] *f^«iH/ yfc ^rc to a high de^re* j yc provoke the Ipj^ to »ngcr4 
Cod is a foirit, and he reqaire* thofc who worlhlp.h'iia^ to da it In 
fjiirlt ttd-io^tfiiCh. We mult be ftr'vent in fgiril, ^rvijjg. the Lprdv 
He. fpewcf the lukewarm out of his mnvth^aad has pronounced acurlt 
a^atrtU thofe w'ho fcVve Uim with tlie worft : •• CurFed be the deceiver 
lArho hath io his flock i male, and vaweth and i'acrificcth to God ,a 
corrd^t thing," Mall i. 14, • 

' 2. This doSlrme isichcs a reproof to fuch as hthe family-religion*. 
S'^tnt'thbf^ ite^\»^6 will \iot emiVdy oniit,^ nor yet will they entireif 
perform. ,They eo ^ part of the way'wub God, biii they will pot go 
thfe wh<>le. ' tjjfufcti w<? fay," 

-'^^ti) Ye •a!kj<Si'n'viha\ the t'ord tiasjothed. ' the w hoi 9 law of the 
Lprd it kaijt to^ethef |^ and fU. \^ part$.<^f ^ip. are- fubicrvtcut io eactn' 
<K>icf; andit is'iehiarkabjy fo with.ref^Cv5t' to funily-religion; and 
|J%riictitarty Virb refpect to famiry-worftiip.^ Prayer obtains from the 
. Lord i:i(lu?a(ic& of Ijiht, whereby we are made 10 uo4«r(Und his word:- 
aid difcov erics. of ific Lpr.d i^ the wnn4.{jJt«ur.moj4i.^5.*'ith the high 
fftaifcs of thie Lord*. Lei no nM^i. tb^nirore, .iepacats thelc which the 
£ord has ibiaed* 

* {%i) Ye betray haughtlnefs of hcafU A'Cinceke h*art cOUDts God*s 
•ommaads 9II pf them- to be right cooceroing all things. They who 
l^ave not a refpe^ to all the Lord's commands, th^i\, when they are' 
tried^, be expofed to juft (hamc and contemp.i, Pfal, cxi. 6. Now-, 
while ye thus pick out fome, ,and reje£l others, yc piatflically declare 
bow nauRhty your heart is. 

' (i|0..^ ^^^'"P^* "P^"* '^^^ aiitf^ority of tne Eord id ihce cotdmand :" 
•^ He tiiat breaks one is guilty olTall." It the Lord'i auiliority were 
the motive that induced you to d6 the ons part of this daty, it would' 
tUo prevail with you to do' the other. If tlie true reafdu why yc read- 
a, chapter fometimes in your family, were bccaufe the' Lord commsndt 
if, ye WOL.H, for the very fame icafon, ^ray in your families. It it 
not (^ auihority of the Lord' that ((icks with ydu, other wife it would 
be in all refpc^ls of the like 'and eqiialcanfidrratlan and weight with 
foui This is not that whicli prevails wiih ycB, and^thtreforc ye ard 
guilty x>f f»g»ial contempt olthfe Lord'.' 

' f^.) YV lofis even, what ye'^^n ' .6od will Have alt or nonr. Ye mufl 
ellrfer receive or rcjrCi alt 'bis laWs. Ite wifl allow no man to pick 
and.chufe ; and fmca ye are npl clear for all, ye will bV no better of alt 
eftc Icngi'hl ye'go.. rndcad, ihereforV^, of a reward "Tdr what ye have 
done, y«; may expe^ 10 be fcat.t<J' the pit for vi^liai tta!i been left un- 

3. This ^uflrine teichcs a'fadfand (HafpreRrbT>f.V<5 i^i"^ M^ rf^gU'^*. 
ers of fafpil|r rrli^an. A"d ev(^n of (hli (on tliM art tiU a lew. 
^ome ih'sre arc hearing, it niay Lt.'^Wh'o hav^ ifv'^d", fofti^ ten,' fom« 




i eonfeientious care to maimalh (hS worffitp'tff G^di iad ail) the paria 
of family-religioo. *' .•■''».- 
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(a.) ^* if iHyt were not enough, ye do what in you lies to nm tW 
lb B If of yoar children and familiei. He at rcalJy i| guilty pt the asi- 
de r of hit fon or fervanC, who neglefts hit inftruAioo, m lie a« wIm 
ft^bs a d»gger to his heart. 

(a) What in you Ilea ye do to froftrite the gorpel,«r.a tcike idW 
i[Ur» lofe their pain. Then ia the gofpel like to be fuccefaful tewardi 
the fatvadon of foula, when ef ery one doth hit part ; but ye are fo far 
Irom furthering the gofpel, that ye join ifltie with the god of this world 
in blindfolding ihe children of mcj, lett the glorioua light of tbc gof- 
pel fhoutd fliifie inio their niindi. 

Ye fin a(;aioft the Lord with a h?gh hanfl : ye fay upon fhe 'm»tiex, 
th»i he ftiil! i;oi dwell in your boufe, wlitu ye retofc to invite him ia» 
and to urge his tidy. -^ ' . 

• 4. Tn thote ihi* doftrine rraehet a rfbtike, U'ho not onTy negleff 
fomily-rtUgJon, but whO| 1 nity i»y^ ruinum Jamifyirr^H^ic^ and 
inf^ruA ihcir laniilies lo iieg^eft the Lord and his fcrvice. 

(i.) 0y the neglc^oF family- worflitp, children and fervsnfa Wl-o' 
never fee any thing like the worftiip of God in the families wbeicia 
they live, and who are not inftrtiAed in the -way of the Lor<5, are there- 
by laid open to the condod of tbcii own hearu^ and taucbt ilfo to 
aeglea i(. ^ . 

(a.) 3y example of many parenta,children and fervanta ftre taught to g^ 
a greater length: they net rmly lee ihev^oilhip ol God ncgleflcd, fami- 
ly-religion inUcd over and flighted, but they fee their parents and maf- 
t erf Jiving caielefi of prrTonal religion, negleding fcciet prayer, read iog 
of the word ; nay mere,. living in the prai^i^e ot koowo Ha, drinkiag, 
fweaiiog/f peaking profanely. Here if the example, and readily it la. 
followed hy corrupt-nature. Children and fervanta arc ready to write 
aft9r thiicopy : ** A* for the word thatthoohafl fpckcn to us in the 
name of the Lord, we will not hea'rken unto thee : but we will certain.' 
ly do whatfoever thing goeth out of our own mouih, to born incenfe 
anto the queen of bcareii, and to pour oat drink oSertnga unito her, at 
we liavc done> we and our lathers, our kings and our f^inccs, in the' 
ciririofjudah and (ireeta of Jerufiiliem ; for then bad we plenty of 
vi6lua!a, and were wefli and faw no evil," Jcr. xliv. 16, 17. 

(3) Children are 091 only by many parents drawn on to fin » bat by 
foine eveo cheriOied in it. While they laugh at, and excufe, and fome- 
timea tempt their cbitdren to in'quity. 

(4 ) Children are mifled by parents not corredtng thena, and that' 
frverely for (in : ** Folly ia bound up in the heart of a child» but the 
rod of correAion will drive it away :'* and therefore, *< he that fparei 
the rod hi^tes the ^i^Ud/' Cli Aaods a monument of the terrible cOn- 
feq|ience of indulging children in ill. 

Thefe and fuch ways. do many in out day teach both children and 
fervaotsirreligionl, ftlow, to fuch we fay, 

(1.) If it not enough that ye yourfelves join ilTue with Satan, bat 
will ye thus d««w others into the confederacy ? Ye ate not only agaioft 
the Lord, but ye are rijngleaders in the way to delliuAioo.. 

(2) Not coateut to draw others, ye drive yoar children fead fer« 
vams to fin ; and ia it not enough to deftroy yottr owft fouli, uotefs ye 
openly and evideacly tnurder yoar fftmUiaa l 



^ THB CnRISflAN»s duty; * . e6| 

^f§:):tv^' obrchaiiyi' that yi banifh Cod your feaufe, but n^ill ye 
taaifll hrm^ilje world ? Thiiji the plain icndfocy o£ wha* ye do. Ye 
af(^ as ihdfe who p(Hltm afouataia* By poifonlnf; your chifdren and 
i(fti*inns; yif poifon, it may be, thofe who are lo be the heads of many 
fi^Uies,'indVhe*rcby fpread, dr^ai leaft contribute your ata\oli toward 
the fpreadipg, deiirjii^ioa.(brough.tbe world, and that^to all fucceed* 
iji^ jfeueratioj>s. 

^"''findtry, 'I*hat fniay (hut tip thU ufe of reprodf, we (ball put aUtb« 
four fjrts of per foas we have riamisd together, aad we bive a fourfold. 
h^aVy charge againfl ihstn'. ' '•..,. ■ » 

*" 1. XVc fay, ye' are guilty of horrid crue/ty. He that doth not wha t m 
hhn tics for prcveruirtg n»i «a hti neighbour, haifi hi in, ia God*^ ac- 
chuatV in his heart;*** Thou (Kalt not hate thy birothcr iii thine heart; 
tffou (hair in any wife icbukr thy neighbour, and- not fulTer fin' upon- 
h!in^" Lev. xjx. 17. . And he that bates hi» broibfr in the lead degree, 
ia by our Ldid accounted a murderer, and adjudged to punifhment,. 
Macih. V. at. Now, according ta this law, and cighteoai it is, y9 , 
ai^e' guilty of dreadful cruelty, not agalnft an eoeiny^ but againO your 
ii^iilda'; inot agatnll yoor neighb9ur, but ^Our own ctiildren; not a« 
^j^inflf their bodies, but their foul's. To neglefl a doe care of them, isto> ' 
uiardsr iheir fOuh; and verily ye have the blood of their fpuls on yoti** 

' 8. Ye are guilty of tbe molV horrid perjury. How oft have fame o^ 
y^uXworn, with h^nda lifted up (o the Moft High God,, before many^ 
>v\Cne(res, to' ferve the Lordt.to worlbip hira f Every cjiild ye have 
bliptifcd, ye folcmtily. vowed to feive the Lord, als^ to ^caufc yoiir 
houfea to do,fo.. But all .the vows of God cannot tic you. WeJl, the 
titne hafteos on apace, when the breach of folemn vows of this oatare-- 
w;ill fad heavy upon you, and the Lord will avenge the quarrel of hit' 
covenant.. And furely this will j^nd in your utter deftru6lion. 

'^. Ye arcguiliy oiienying thejaith^ and ar« indeed worfc rhao in6fc 
d^r$» ** But if any man provide not fdr hia oWo, and erpeclally for 
tbofe of his own hpufe, he hath denied the faith, aq,d la wprfe than ao. 
in'fidel," i Tim. v. 8. Now, fyre, if he wrho neglect tbeqarc of Ms 
hbufe, in teoiporals be guilty of this, mu^h more he whp ia guilty of 
thlf ,vvay in fpirituals. 

'4^ Ye are guilty of an horrid xeje^ion of the Lord' and* bi« yoke, ifi> 
ilraj, I. Ye will not ftoop to bis authority in all his coramtiida.' 2. In 
iriat ye openly contemn, hia authority,, before children, and feryanti^, 
aii[d fo^purneu* And,. 3. Ye induce qth^rs -to da the like# a^id, at leaife- 
by your example, do 'ei^coorage otber^tb pqnumn the Lord.;.»nd thaf 
fucl\ as arc moa likely lo be fwayed.by>it,.and.cycn %has you ireef*- 
p&cI4Iy^boynd to train up in .t^e Lord's^? Evice 

J^oW, furely, when ihefc four arc takc^ together, at they are ground of 
a iijlt- rcpj oefyCoibey ViD, if repentance prevent not,^ lie ajtift ground 
^?F>? tcr/iblf fenieace iq the grc« day ;, aod therefore coof^dcr of it ia. 
time, and bettkp yoijrfclvei to tbeXord by the excxcifc of repeotaiuse*. 
BMl thi> y iea^e.., > , . . ... 

Kf^A* QlifhrUKion., It iiQwon]yremsios« that .ure improve this* 
trpih 111 a way of exhortation* ^la.u fe>, that Tuch as are tbemfe\^ek. 
firtccrcly religious vjiU be conrcicntwufly careful m jijaintaip family- 
rfii^ioff? rhca furely all,* as ihcy would not be thought cither irreli- 

H.h Z. ^^y,^^^ 
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gioufi or vofaund in relifioo, arc obliged lo nuntak fant«l^r«« 

ligion. 

M«ilm of ramili^S I (batl heie addicft you in t matter of ih»hUk« 
e() copcerom^ot (o your fouU , atod'thofe of your family : ijet up fmnu^pt 
leligioo ; oiake confcknce of it lo all tti part*, tndbtin caraeft is this 
matter, we befeech and obteft you. For, 

* ij^t The Lord commaadt yoa Co do to. ' The etittiority of Gody^sw 
jojiii«f it in all iu partly will be motive enough *o any wbo bave fafc* 
J eoed them (civet unfo the Lord, taken hi* yoke upon ihcm^ aftd Itir* 
rendered ibfmfelvca to hit condad). ' I need not fiand to mentios per* 
ikular icAimoniet for proof of thii, having already done it lAihe doc* 
irlnal pirt of thia difcpurfe : t (hall only add, that one exb<irMtioa of 
Afofei, the man of God, to the p-opte of Ifrael, **Only taketmsdl t» 
ihyfcif, and keep thy foul diligently, Uft thou fortjet the thiags •whidk 
tKine cyet have feeo, and left ihcy depart from thine heart all tbedayt 
of ihy life ; but teach ihem thy font, and thy font (bna," Dcec. fm, ^ 

\2dty. For your updirring to tkta duty conlider, that, at Uie wfaole 
oi^ religion U a reafonable tervice, fo this in particular ia highly fo» 
T^e l^rd demands nothing that can be denied; and todifobry'bioi r« 
the mod uorealonable wickcdnefs,'and the height of injufttce. 

* 1. Surely there ia nothing aaore reafonable ih^xx faniiy'reUgton^ -DojIL 
iHou thinK it reafonable to feed and cloaih thy cnildrcn and fervants* 
and iait ,noc fully as reafonable that thou ihouldcft inftra^l them, 
in the thiogi that belong to their evcrlaRing peace 7 Sure it fa. But 
to clear this yet a little farther, take only theiefew partieularsititocoB* 
(iitrratioo, • - • 

(i.) Yoiu children are all born ignorant, like the \vitd afa'a co1t» 
J6b xl. I a. Children, a* when born they know not the wayt ^nd 
tileans of maintaining thetnfc-lvet in riatural life, To they »re ignoraM of 
all that concema iheir fpiritual life. Nor can they underftind'ho.«r to 
live, wlrhout ihejr be uught, far'lefshow to provide for the life of 
their fooli. 

(a.) Ai ibeyhave not knowledge, fo'ihU thehr want of it maft be 
rtlniiig to them, if not m>de up by feafenable infirud^ton : that the 
fdul be without knowledge is not good. A mancannot be without the 
knowledge of what concerns the prefent lite, without condderablo 
prejudice, far lefs without the knowledge of thofe things that concern 
the lijf of his foul { ^* The Lord comes in flaming (Tre» tj take ven^* 
ance Qti them thai know not Go i, and obey not the gofpel ; ^ho 1 
(hall be punlHied wiMi everladlb^deftruftion'from ihe pfcfence of the 
Ijord, and I he glory of hia power,*' a THeflT. i. 8. 

' (4.) Some one Ot other^ therefore, mua inftrti^ yoor families m tfae 
kpoylt'dge of God, elfe they perifli eternally. Knowledge of ihcfe 
things isabfolulcly occe(&ry, and how can they get this, nn.efafome* 
bedy twch thera ? !«Jay, I m':y fay, not only ia inflruftibn requifite,. 
bat a coa(xderable care and diligence is uecelTary* Religion and the 
truths that concern it, are not all to be tearn^d at one leifon. Nay^ 
but it will requite frequent innruQinns: precept mi#d be upon pre<iept^ 
line upon line, and here a li.tle and there a little. There mud be a 
fpeakiog of the things of God, when we go out and when we come 
ifti when we Gi down and when we rife up, i$ ii it enjoined, DeuTk. 1 

■ ti.4.'' 



vi^>j& Atc» U?«ice would have then to ftiplu Sp dull h miff> that be 
}»iiot t3|ight tne earieftarU or iciei>cet without great paius, much lefS] 
i& It then tQ be expc^ed, that he (hould kern fupeniatnral and diviee 
t^tlu wUbom much, care about hia ipftrudUoR. 

'(4^) ^ children waotpaturally the knowledge of God. which yet;, 
t^ey lOttft have or perifli, nd which they cannot obtain without they ; 
be -ififtriftfted ; fononearein fuchecare, and fo much couccraed ib 
i^ftrii&.thcim* at. paien^g* Fer> [i.] None are io nearly related to 
t)|emaa patfrti arc, ^an, woman, what ii thy ^hild but a piepe of . 
tliyCelt ? And who (o much concerned to have, every ihiog that i« 
Hi^dful provided tor thee, as thou thyfelf art and ought t» btt [mj 
Kone have tuch g fair opportunity at thou hatl ; fof it it but \nikc' 
<«Lheri can be with them, but thou art with them when they }ie dowti 
JUp4 rife up^ go out and come jn, and fo haft the moft proper oppor- 
:tumtiei for tbti end. [3.] None clfe hat fucK acceit to know the- 
temprr^nf qhildren and fervaplt ; and ibirgoesa great way in the in* 
i^rsdlion of children and others. They who know rlieir tempera and ; 
capacitiet aie in beft cafe to deal wiih them. [4.] None are like to 
pgrevail lb far with tbein. becaufe n^ne baa inch tin intereft in their 
aifedioos. The more we love the mailer, tb^ iiettcr will bit leflbaj 
kip learned. [^\ f4one are like to be io much, the better for it, if 
thy children and (ervants hcinliru^d in th^.w^y ofi^e Lord, at th9U,7 
To whom will the proHt, to whom willuhe comfort conK ? Surely 

3theja:, ••; A wi£e fon maketh a gla<i (i^ther," Prov, x. 1. [6,] 
one are fo much concerned, becaufeiione ire lil^e fo to froajrtby ii». 
if thy children or fervams mifcarry : A foolifh foi| it the hcavinr/a 
of bit mother,'* Prov. a, 1. And fuequemly, a fon that caufetb . 
Aame ia the name given to fuch. Now, to whom doth he caufeihafiie 
99d forrow, ii it not ip hit pa/entt ? furely it it : **.For he that be* 
g(tteth a fool doth it iq hit iorrow/' Fro v. xvii. ai. Many other 
con fide jrat tons I might add^to (hew pone fo mi^ch concrrned, nor. fo 
inncb obliged at parents and raailert of familiet,. in regard of the de« 
p^ndcAce of children and (ervauis upon tliero, and la regard of the 
;«icefs they have, to dt'al wi*h children before they are prepoilcilcd 
. with p ejuc^icei. Bui I proceed* 

] a. Nor is/^milytvcrjhip Uh reaf nable thae famiIy-inftvu8ion. For,. 
. (i.) There is in every fawily, and I may fay every day, a vihblo 
. ground for it in all its pane. Every family ia daily loaded wiUi new 
mercies that are common to all thelamily, and re<l(>;md to the advan- 
tage of the wSoJe \ furrly^then, it it bui reaionable that there fbould j 
he an acknowledgement of the Lord as the Author of thofe merclet ; 
and his goodnels (hpiUd be celebrated in fbogt of praife. £vfiy day, 
• family-fint are committed; andtherefote need there it of pardon, of 
coofedion^ ol repentaoce. Family- wants call Aiil for family-fuppiica* 
tiont ; and the fnares, daogeri, and daiknefs of tlie way, reqidte a . 
daily attendance to the word,, as the unerring guide of your, w|y. 

(2.) Aa ther^ is daily teafon for ail the parts of it, fo their is a reafBa 
for a joint and public performance of all thole dutiet. fi.J All the 
family are witnelTctof the Lord's goodnels, in hit bellowing mercica, 
of hisjullicein inil:£Ung ftroket,. of their own fint, and wants, and 
darkMeiJK ; and therelore we ought publiciy, an4 trgetheri to apknowi. 

edge* 



ctf ge Ci»d^ f tfoAne^^ and jurHflc, add '<ldr finK in- hts nsi^f a^ iSqi|9>^, 
ty J fin« Ihffftmflf treVrtnefftfs <*f th?o^^, t^^ ought ta ^'% U] 
tht oiker »lfo. • [t.] Siace in yottr faiBily-ctpactty, ye do T«joicc.fwr! 
oae another, and lorrow with- one another ; finer, I fay, *ye IKoaJ'd Wff ' 
a plrt viHi eacir6thcr, both in prayer an8 prairea, tHere "Ou^hV ta ^ 




end, as to bring them all andfrequmty'to the Eord '!n the" dunes of. 
his own appointment, in whidi liii power an4' glory afe.Co be {ken, 

(4. J All who have famiHei Aonld; before the w»r(d, pwn rh^oi-; 

felvrt ever/wa^ depeodent'on'tbe l^drd, and acknoxrl^ifge h\in in a|L^ 

their ways. And this ia the true way to anHve'r thefrduty in this matter/ 

'3. There !a full ai good reafOn tox famty gQvtrnment »s^or anybf* 

theVcft, For, • ■ ^' ' ' . 

f t.1 To glortfy Cod, and to cojoy him, it the chief end oT'mtn,^* 
and tKat which he ought to aim ac ; as iri all other thinlga that He dotli, 
fri partkulariy in entering into famify-foctety. Oar finnifica .fcrreiy, ' 
and ail 'mir concernf (hotild be fo-ordered-aa to contribate fdiBe way 
toward the furtheranet of ot&r et^nat «^atitage. ' 

(2.) This And can never hk tfbiaiaed; linleTi aH in t|i* fkmiTy bt. 
tied to waUt accvfdihg' to* that mhtf whrch'the Lord hia givjeb uf fts t-Ke 
vriy toward thfe enjoyihenthittttlft •' 

(3.) Any in thafamily who walk nOt'KJcoVdingto thu llor^i wi/t' 
U this mxu^i they do eounteraa'thar which all the faniily (hould 
deftj^n ; and there f4»e, iffhey will perfiftin that coui-fe, they oJ>^^... 
to'l^ eVpclleri the Amily. ' Tri a w6rd, to be fomewbat' more p}^}Ot'^ 
whtft can be more rbafonable;' tlian thar'alt wfio live id your fafiiiry». 
flt6ald te ollliged'to-lookfib the advantage of the family ; and that' 
fiich ^ai/WHnot djfo, Ihoold Wtum'ed'buf of tt PAnd furely eyei;^ fi», 
altow^ hat ^ vffibte - tcifdeney to bria^ down ruin' on the ftmilf*-^ 
Now this much for tHe-fecohd motive. . * . " " .J 

'^dly^ AatheL«rd*i*'roAma*»d'. aridthti^fonablenefs of the tHn^j^^r 
flwuidhave wetgfit,.f<rl would have ybu con fi4er next^ that thia i»^ 
a path the' Lord*t people have ii^ all renera>ion9 trode/ If iho» ex- •; 
|Kdeo have theii«efld;dioti!nutt walk' in thrJr Way, and go- by l^^ 
fdoilfteps of'tficflbtk ; abd Turely th*y will all lead you to a careful, 
attendance lipon the L*rtl In the Whole of this duty. To which of the 
faints witf yefuro, ifybiiiean to coiiritertance yourfelfin a negjcft .?f 
thia ? "Sura none- of them. Ybu "Will fi*d' godly Abraham, we have. 
fr^qtotntfy cited'; Jacob^andjofliua, Jtib and David,, we have already,, 
mentioned? a I fo ? and they tit followed by^thfe faints in all gcncr^tioas*-. 

4ftWy, 6onfiti<?r, +har a due- care for the mainteiiance of lamily-rei»r< 
gimi il rttceff»ry. Fb/ evincrrtg ydur ffncetii^*, would ye Jbe fatialie<i, , 
•haiih^-wofW loakon yaii as^rithef vo?d of allrcligion^orVo9Vfo^**'^• 
in it ?• And What peace df» ye, can y6u prottii{^ yourfefvea," v^'je: 
cdnfcience'has iHis tothrt>w in your teeth, thrt ye live either ip, fhe;-' 
vdgleft or fttperfi^al perfortnahce of a kntiWn' duty ? How can yf ,^^" ^ 
tiafy any Dfher, or yomfelves, that ye have any regard at ill to ^H.>.* 
filth of the fecoad tible 'b'f the iaw, * thatfequffci you 10^ love your 
Bcighbour as yourfell ?^I fay, who will belicTe that the snaD will I^"^^ 

bi< 
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Vit fietghboar tsblia(elf» who lovei not bit cbilcT, |»is fecirint ? And 
-who wiUorcanjuftlybali^ve, thai thoul«vcft ckild orfervant, wbiU 
th'ojjT lakcft no care of their fouU ? It is impoiriblc that ihou c^nA fatis- 
fyeichtr others or yourfelveai that ye are iii earncft about religioQ. 

'While ye fail her*. 

^M/y, For thy further exctt«ment, know ihai, the vows- of God are 
ttpon you in this matter. Ye are fplemnly fworn, not. only, when 
ye yourfeWet were offered to the Loril, but wheo ye offered your chil- 
dren ; and When ye wercmarrijsd alfo, than ye entered ihe relation,., 
fen*d then ye engaged to do all the duties that it doth oravir after it. 
I>toWy can ye bear the reproacH ot perjury, of breach 9,( fylcmxx vows 
to the Lord ? Now, here tbete^^ia lignM defect ; and here I wouid put . 
• queilion io you a\l, who hive thus engaged to a perforraaace ot ail 
Ihefc dune*.. Whep )^ did" ypw, were. yc.rei.Uy rcf^lved y *Jo what . 
ycpromifed? If noti yojuv^, mockeAppdafiey tl'iq bpidcu mauner. 
If ye were tl«en, what has aiicred. your rcfoiutiun ? W[it?.d, Gjd naa : 
no picafurc in fools ; and the man wt;o.iiiall afcend to. the hfll of God, 
la he that fweareth, and chadgieth not; . 

,6th^^t .ConHder the great adyantages which attend. coufcientious diU- - 
genet ill perCormini; thfs duty, aaditiiat to your felvet, y9^r cUiidre% , 
yoiir're^vantsrand fbtf putltCi. '.^ . - • . . • j 

X. I ^ay. Ye ihall be; gainers. K^erj part of religion: i»a< its own. - 
r^warc^ : " Godliocfs i^ preiiublc for all, things i" and nMcry piece of . 
itis profitable for fome valuable end and purpofe^. Now, ihjs remark- 
at^le part of religion is profitable for thyfelf many ways. Jbor, (t.) la 
all, the duties o( family-religion, thou mayell have communion with ^ 
.the Lord, " who faid not to the fesd of Jacob, feck me in vain." He .. 
never bid* his people fet about, apy duty,^ but that wherein Jbee was tQ ; 
be enjoyed. And there are this day on God's earth fome who caa 
fay, as in the fight of Goo, that fome of the fweeicft opportuniuei.» 
they ever had on eaith, M^erc family-occarions |^ and that never did .. 
they more remarkably enjoy the Lord's prdeacey than in famUy-wor* 
IHip* Some of coofiderabie quality we have knowpjte go into.eteraity»' 
biei&ng God i^r family-reli^iou, and others will do fo« (t.) it is th« 
Kway for/hee to win fouls ; and this is of great advantage to ihee :. <^ Uo^ 
that winneth (auls is wife; and they who lutn ma^y.to tighieoufoefa 
Ihall flkineas the HaTB in the firmameot for ever and ever.'* And -, 
farely, if thou win iba foul of a fon or fervant, thou . fhalt have tbe ad« 
vantage and conifort of it doubly. To have contribuieid toward the 
falvation of any, gives much pleasure ; muc^b.mQre to have done fa 
toward the advantage of a child or fervaat. Again, (3-) If tbou act 
fuccefsful, and doit gain th«ra, furely it redouods to thy ^dvaotag* ^ 
for ic will conciliate and engage their affc6lioi>a.|DuciKtQ tbee^ lay a j 
powerful enforcement to obedience on them, and engage thiepi to im* 
prove their iat^reft at the throne of grace on your behalf, and pracure.' 
a^leiTing from tbe Lord, to tby family^ {4.) If tbey be not engaged, 
yet thy refpea to God, to witneflingfor bin. and cleaving t<^ bina, 
yrhtn tempted by fo (brong a dHcouragiemeat af tbo otiver^ backf> ' 
wardneff of tby family if, (hallnbt go without a reward. (5.) Surely | : • 
liace the Lord, we find, would hleU a family for tbt fake of. a religi* 
•VI fecvtot. i# va find Um l^i^ blci&d Potipbtr't bo^ for Jofoth'a. 



iwkt, Gen. xxxix. 5.: tnd Laban'i lioiifefor Jacob*ifiWfr, he viHn* 
]sfi, if not more, btcfs a boufe on a;fccoufit of a reli^ioui metier of a 
family. (6.) It ii the troe way *.o obtain honour and refpr^ frOTO tbe 
Lorci, and even iticimity vriiti Him. TTiU pat Abrabam on Cod's fe- 
cietf, Gen. xvjj. id. When God was to do a great' Work' of }tiQlcer 
he wrould not conceal it ffom Abrahaai» becaufe he waaone that would 
h? knew, make confcifnce in' particular cf tVisdoiy.' Fuialiy, the tro^' 
m'^thnd to make dutiful chiMreii and fenrants, is to en|a^ tb^m to 
God'a way. If once ihej come* td hayc a doe regard for tne Lord^ 
lliey will I Mm foon to pay a dlbe fefp^tl id paVentsindmafterra.' 

2. Thit fjmily-reliTlaii wMt'hc noteft frotfi'ulije to thy children; 
•ffd, ye kno\^, t;y*5r p»in lhou!d*1>ir ftcfc(^bttied glin by you. E^ciypi- 
fftit .(hould Vr of John's mln4, tfitrd cnilHc, veir. 4.-* I Have iro great- 
er joV, thih 10 hear ihaf my, childretl Walktn'Chii truth;** iird to 
pjrruularly bftaole.Jt conirtbuTe's to^hetradvartfa^e,* and tnai matiy' 
wi/ s. I . It ii God's wy, the Meant df hri appor.niWtot tov^ardtMif' 
cnga^emmi in the Lord*» way: "Trait) o^ aeb.Vd in the way that 
he (hpuld fa, and when he is old, 'he Will not deptfrt from it." Prov* 
Jufii. €, The way to engine them to Th'ef Lord, i'a to biing thtftnnp ih 
thf ntnTtrnt tfnd admoaftioo of the Lord/* tpl^, n^^^' 'IWd 'wb»t ca*» 
be (o much to their aivaniago •• peace and ^cquartntafnce with Gsd, 
wfi^rHvy' goM' Ihail come to tbctfi, in* tinte, a^id to eternity? ••■^^. 
tliU be not reached, y«t it is a 'Way thftt will not VftadUy fail of keep^ 
ing" them frorn'ruttntng toithe fimt exceft of riftt with ottiefff, thereby 
thft^y make themfelvei a dtfgrace to rh^ir*parertii^ and aHnrorrtemed itt' 
th*fm. It woald be w check to them, wli^'ebyrhcy mfghi be kiept fronr 
■^Ncntiirhig upon tb^e boM heights that - fbme' riiit to.^ I* renttftbert' 
thfcwoWe T<ard RufRl, (btittythrlftrqtils-df Biedf^fdj itf W* f peeth ofrf* 
th«^ {caf!t>ld, Tnly ti, |6%> btefTel Odd for bis r«Iig!otft (fdacaHonl' 
•^ Ft»r," ftyt htf "cwn whfe<i I mlildeflit Iwft-, itftiH bdng about me*^ 
•lid i^ave itte checks; ii^hith now fan- maay ytnt fd'tbflacnced and 
poCTelTe^linis, ifaar I'fetl the b»ppy eflfeft* of it it thit nfy fcxtrcHAy.*^ 
3* rhonrr^T th(f a*ir^nrtge hray never Wb fern by ydtf, yer it' ibayfaf if- 
ft*n<*atibrfor fiWiy'hityf^tnfefr, whr»«ff»rfr«m ybri'. Gd^d cdiicgxwit' 
irtiy be-flke- fted^ ff'tiwgtn«itJ, -^Wch may 1?e^dfetff tllf a -ffttt*^ 
cdniifr, •imd't^irfn* Itwiff bodaftd liHiig' fbnh frtiJK '-It Hny be, tr^W' 
tlfy'^yet'arr (Hut; tnd-'tfry ctnldreii irtftrtn^'fahtrfunity, GtJd niVy trf 
them wnhfoine-iw^kfehingprbVidtfBCe^thn may piit Iffe- in ihe'fe'<fd* 
U«W hift'fdSvVi^ it i*<f«c'tftthi'rt>iaefA^t)f ihmyfn^tWrdiy, <hattbtfy 
awnoracqtnrim^ Wth the fiHl principl^tjrfreligrrtnj andtbtnrftr^ 
vi|k*n%^Jb*fi»a. thtehk-rfar-**, or aYhtttig pferfcj^a ignOram of <Mti 
\^Hh***tbelr '^w\6kfAr\th ktivtk thtttti tftifi thera i» Nothing in tbeiir 
las itmk nn6tt: * PhHidencesthar arc the nWa^toafirt^, ^re fikelhovf*^ 
eM'faUln^ tj^n thireanlfi 'Witbo tit feed iu U, thaf'£ttrei)^'wnt have n9i 
pawisa'.. 

,3» W«4i«ve Hke^fe-w h^uctmeiit f<ythi%; iromiW^dVantagrt* 
feawiitil' Set^tms irre ««flM' chHdteit* hr fcriprurefKaaman's fef^ 
vaata-caH Mm father, a Klifiga r: tj.r^rfd no doubt & fatherly tfire* 
ft^afie Am»iiUI be «f fervtnts. The^ are und onWted t y «t l^ft to come fr 
aovongft the firfr ranfc of neigbboiirr, wbdm ye (hoitid fbve tt yoorfelf. 
Vb^^tl]toybi¥#»#'do«b!8adnottge.. 1; Hitnb9w%y td^bvins^^s^' 
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♦o 4 ftvjfl^,aii«|^ain»»w with ,tbo.t,4»r4 :.*f Abrabatw, will, .cpip]wand 
Ills hqi^z aApr Kim, ao4 t|jey fl»Ml keep the w»y< o^.thc tox4,** Gey. 
xvi),i^ ^/\ .2^ U »» iHe w5iy,io.mak.c.hjm wfpial a»i a ,(cr,v^ ip4^e; 
inll what' he doth this way is botfahis advantage and thine. ^'Wh^jft 
Jicjcomss to b5? ^ l?iaftcr,. it i» like Ao c.^gaftC^U? '|0'>Hi5;/lMH^<puf fe ; 
^od tViis will be not only ni», but his peideril-y.fj^y^ot^ev. , ,, . ■ .^ 
. .4pj.Xhe advaai|»^Q,Qf tb^ j^o ^be,j?i*b^iCfcbctf;'^.4,virci,a4^ 
iiivite yott, 'For, i. Hcicby you train up* p'erions tit f© Terve'Go^ »ij<l 
thqirj^C9aatry.faij:hfplfy,,ijp jpj^blic, C0>pjoyflp^ent«^•^i^i«:r4n chuircb or 
Date. 2.' Hereby ye prop'ofe a good example to engage otbfcd.to ths^B 
W;jy* tbat ap Jfor jtUe JftQ4.a/»4. bonowr. Qf.^b.c.<|ate, They that; are 
goaciXhriAians will et/er be good fubjedt. 3. Thou contribuCeft a n(^ 
xjiUU* ^lUfUmyt^fi ikg^n^nqxpniofiQe kQih.oi<i^mTCfk9^ (mt.ioaajnuch 
as thou endeavoureft, as Tar as th^ power reaches, to keep the fuhjeAf 
of.ej^^ef prtbej^x^ju^ in thfii>.fAaj;«f4*Q4» aud.iilitic>4ftty tow^'^'^^b 
.cl^r.cii aod.ican3H»onY«4ib. , '•..,;. . • « ,- ^ •, 

, yhiy, Qa the otbirhan^,, coofidex toe. fd^ apd jlwu^ntabk qqnif- 
quenccs ti a tic'gfe^ft in tbU Bftattcrj' wil|^fc^p(|^ to'yo«ir,^b%lre« aiijd 
fcrvants, yourfclf and the public. 

S.I fay, ConAdtr the fad diiadvantaget with refpefi nato the chiU 
4lren themfelves« They are left, i. DeftittUe of that which it moft 
profitable and afeful for them in time, and after time s for <* godlincfs 
is profitable for all things, having the promifea of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come." s. They are expofed, at it were, to 
wild beafls. If you will not educate thera in the way of the Lord, the 
devil and their own corruptions will educate them in the way to hell; 
if ye will not teach them to pra^, the devil will teach thera to fwear. 
A young maui void of undcrftanding, it a prey to every deftroying 
luft ; fee Prov. vii. 6, 7, Sec, 3. Not only fo, but hereby they are, at 
it were, hedged and fenced againft beth ordinances and providences, 
through their ignorance of Gud^ and the principles tif religion) they 
»cari foe bettered by neither of them. 

t. It is fadly difadvanta^^edus with r^pe£l unto the public ; for* 
X« The public lofet the ufe and advantage which either church er ftate 
might have had by them, if they had been duly educated. Again, 
%* Inftead of being helpful, they are hurtful. 3. Not only hurtful, 
but even deftrudivc and ruining ; for to corrupt a family, is in tSt€t 
to corrupt a nation ; becaufe a family quickly fprcadt iifdf, and it like 
to carry this plague along with it. 

3« It is (adly difadvaotageoiit to you : for, t. It is not tike that your 
children (hall prove, as they otherwife might, the ftay and comfort of 
your old age; it is not probable, that they who have not been dutiful- 
ly ufed by you, (ball ufe you dutifully. Lycur£us made a law, thit 
children who were not well educated, fliould not provide for their pa- 
renzt when old* 1. They are are like to proooie thee forrow, in at 
much as they are like to run to evil, and fall into miichief ; which will 
be fo much the heavier to thee, becaufe thou, art faalty in it. The 
Switzers have a law, that, when children are guilty of any capital of- 
^i:nce, parents are to be the eiecutioaers, to teach that they are to biamc^ 
in this matter. 3. They are like, not only to perifh, but to fink you 
with them. They will be as fo niany miUftonea tied about your neck. 

to 



•4t THE •CHRtSTlAN'i DUTY. 

to make 700 fink the dAeper'nnder the wrath ef Cod^ and ytmr siifeiy 
- will for ever be increafed, by the acceflioo you have bad to th«irt. 

Now, fbfyottr help m thia'dutyi I'flialt concladc wub iw« or tbiff 
'tdvicrt^ 

* 1. Woold ft deal to iny porpofe in thit matter? then be fure that 
yt be. perfonally relifftooa. 

a. BegiB early to be fo : pnt off oo time, but fet about 'the ftndy of 
It now. 

3. Study miKh tbe worth of foula, the wofdi of children and £ar- 
iraou* (oola, 

4. Leant well the meanliif of that comnand, ** Love thy^ neighboor 
•a thyfclf." 

finaiht Study to be lively ia religion, and then ye will go on with- 
Oat conflraint. 

Now, opoa the whole, confider : ^* And if it feem evil to yoo tbis 
day to ferve the Lord, chuH^ ye whom ye will ferver" bnt, throc^h 
grace, the advice I give, I refolve tofoHow : **£ut aa for me, and my 
houitf we will ferve (be Lord." 
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